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dmonton police Const. Mike Wasylyshen speaks 1o reporters
Thursday outside the Edmonton courthouse. (CBC)An Edmonton police officer pleaded guilty Thursday
to two counts of assault and was fined $500 in connection with a fight on Whyte Avenue that took place
when he was off duty.

Const. Mike Wasylyshen, 33, had originally been charged with three counts of assault and two of
uttering threats in connection with the incident, which occurred in December 2005.

Provincial court judge M.J, Burch gave Waslyshen a $500 fine — $250 for each conviction — but she
refused a defence request to grant Wasylyshen a conditional discharge.

" am not convinced granting a discharge is the right thing to do," she told the court.
"He should be treated no more or no less than any other member of this community. This is a crime
altogether too prevalent in our community.... It is in the public's best interest that fights like this should

be denounced."”

Outside court, Wasylyshen was emotional and expressed his remorse, telling reporters he quit drinking
after that night and has completed an addictions treatment program.

"I would just like to apologize to the community and to the fellows I was in the fight with," he said.
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Devin Stacey, shown here on Thursday, was struck by Edmonton
police Const. Mtke Wasylyshen in Dec. 2005. (CBC)"It's been a public embarrassment. It was tough to
go away for alcohol treatment, leave my home for 30 days. I've lost friends because of it.

"I did let the community down, and I hope I can regain that trust," he said as his voice broke.

The court heard that Wasylyshen had been out drinking with some other officers at a bar on Whyte
Avenue in December 2005 and had become very drunk.

At about 2:30 in the morning, he left the club and spotted Devin Stacey, who was hailing a cab across
the street. Stacey had just had knee surgery and was using crutches to get around.

Crown prosecutor Marta Juzwiak told the court Wasylyshen started yelling and berating the 22-year-old
man, and called him a "cripple".

He then ran across the street and punched Stacey in the ear, and moments later struck a security guard
who was trying to stop the altercation that had broken out.

Wasylyshen now faces an internal police disciplinary hearing.

In an interview with CBC News on Thursday afternoon, Stacey said he thinks Wasylyshen should no
longer be a member of the force.

"If you're a cop and you assault someone, especially on Whyte Avenue, you shouldn't be able to be a
cop anymore,” he said.

Wasylyshen is the son of former Edmonton police chief Bob Wasylyshen and has been a member of the
force since 1999.

o Post a comment
44Comments have been posted
¢ Recommend this story
13Pcople have recommended this story

Story comments (44)

Sort: Most recent | First to last | Agreed
LakotaLittlechild wrote:Posted 2009/04/16
at 4:18 PM ETWell at least he manned up. Hope he loses his job.
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Toonie3822 wrote:Posted 2009/04/16

at 4:10 PM ETI went to high school with this guy. He was an arrogant jerk then who got in a lot of
fights and apparently he hasn't changed a bit......
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oldowleyes wrote:Posted 2009/04/16

at 4:08 PM ETI suggest if you manage to keep your job and ever pull me over, YOU BETTER NOT
TAKE ANY LIBERTIES WITH ME.
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Valaxius wrote:Posted 2009/04/16

at 3:24 PM ETWhat have the Police come to? We dont even feel safe anymore in our own city when
their around.
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Post your comment

Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments,
you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any
part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are pre-moderated/reviewed and
published according to our submission guidelines.
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