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University of California,
Berkeley Statement on
Free Speech
The University of California Policy on Speech and Advocacy

(http://policy.ucop.edu/doc/2710523/PACAOS-30) (PDF) 

guarantees students the constitutionally protected rights of free

expression, speech, assembly, and worship. This statement

explains how the Policy on Speech and Advocacy applies to

disciplinary cases that arise under the Code of Student Conduct

(https://conduct.berkeley.edu/code-of-conduct/).

a. Constitutionally protected expressive activity will not be

subject to discipline under the Code. Nevertheless,

members of the campus community must recognize that

certain types of conduct and speech are not constitutionally

protected and that when individuals engage in them —

even in the context of expressive actions — they may be

subject to discipline under the Code. For example:

a. Some forms of speech are not constitutionally

protected and may be grounds for discipline.

Examples include threats of violence, incitement to

imminent lawless action, raising false alarms regarding

imminent personal danger, and certain severe and

pervasive harassment. The actual definitions of these

conduct violations are set out in the Code.

b. The University may impose reasonable limits on the

time, place and manner of speech activities. Campus

Time, Place and Manner (/student-affairs-

policies/berkeley-campus-regulations-implementing-

university-policies/) regulations are posted on the

Student Affairs website. Speech activities that violate
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Time, Place and Manner rules may subject individuals

to discipline.

c. Conduct that violates University rules, such as

destruction of property, endangering the safety of

others, assault, or interfering with campus operations,

even if it occurs in connection with speech activities or

is motivated by expressive concerns, is not protected

and may subject students to discipline.While violations

of the Code of Student Conduct may be subject to

discipline even when they occur in connection with

expressive activities, the viewpoints or political

positions expressed shall have no influence on either

the decision to impose discipline or the severity of

penalties imposed.

Accommodation of

Religious Creed

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/accommodati

on-of-religious-creed/)

Classroom Note-

Taking & Recording

Policy

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/classroom-

note-taking-recording-

policy/)

PC 626

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-policies/pc-

626/)

Alcohol

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/alcohol/)

Respect & Civility in

the Campus

Community

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/respect-

civility-in-the-campus-

community/)

Berkeley Campus

Policy Governing

Student Dances

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/berkeley-

campus-policy-

governing-student-

dances/)

CALPIRG

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/calpirg/)

Statement of

Understanding: The

ASUC

  EN

https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/accommodation-of-religious-creed/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/accommodation-of-religious-creed/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/accommodation-of-religious-creed/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/accommodation-of-religious-creed/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/accommodation-of-religious-creed/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/accommodation-of-religious-creed/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/accommodation-of-religious-creed/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/classroom-note-taking-recording-policy/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/pc-626/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/pc-626/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/pc-626/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/pc-626/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/pc-626/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/alcohol/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/alcohol/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/alcohol/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/alcohol/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/alcohol/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/respect-civility-in-the-campus-community/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/berkeley-campus-policy-governing-student-dances/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/calpirg/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/calpirg/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/calpirg/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/calpirg/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/calpirg/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/statement-of-understanding-the-asuc/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/statement-of-understanding-the-asuc/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/statement-of-understanding-the-asuc/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/statement-of-understanding-the-asuc/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/statement-of-understanding-the-asuc/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/statement-of-understanding-the-asuc/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/statement-of-understanding-the-asuc/


(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/statement-of-

understanding-the-

asuc/)

Agreement: The Daily

Californian Journalism

Training Project

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-

policies/agreement-

the-daily-californian-

journalism-training-

project/)

Cal Community Values

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-policies/cal-

community-values/)

Fire Season

Preparedness:

Resources &

Information

(https://studentaffairs.

berkeley.edu/student-

affairs-policies/fire-

season-preparedness-

resources-

information/)

(https://www.instagram.com/ucberkeleylife/?

hl=en)

(https://www.tiktok.com/@ucberkeley)

(https://www.youtube.com/@UCBStudentAffairs)







Division of

Student Affairs

250 Sproul

Hall

UC Berkeley

Berkeley, CA

94720

vcsa@berkeley

.edu

(mailto:vcsa@

berkeley.edu)

Berkel

ey Life

Blog

(https:/

/life.be

rkeley.

edu/)

Report

Websit

e

Proble

ms

Privacy

Policy

(https:/

/securi

ty.berk

eley.ed

u/priva

cy-

statem

ent-uc-

berkel

ey-

  EN

https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/agreement-the-daily-californian-journalism-training-project/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/cal-community-values/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/cal-community-values/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/cal-community-values/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/cal-community-values/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/cal-community-values/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://studentaffairs.berkeley.edu/student-affairs-policies/fire-season-preparedness-resources-information/
https://www.instagram.com/ucberkeleylife/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/ucberkeleylife/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/ucberkeleylife/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/ucberkeleylife/?hl=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@ucberkeley
https://www.tiktok.com/@ucberkeley
https://www.tiktok.com/@ucberkeley
https://www.youtube.com/@UCBStudentAffairs
https://www.youtube.com/@UCBStudentAffairs
https://www.youtube.com/@UCBStudentAffairs
mailto:vcsa@berkeley.edu
mailto:vcsa@berkeley.edu
mailto:vcsa@berkeley.edu
mailto:vcsa@berkeley.edu
https://life.berkeley.edu/
mailto:sawebmaster@berkeley.edu
https://security.berkeley.edu/privacy-statement-uc-berkeley-websites


(mailto

:saweb

master

@berk

eley.ed

u)

websit

es)

Accessi

bility

(https:/

/dap.b

erkeley

.edu/g

et-

help/re

port-

web-

accessi

bility-

issue)

Nondis

crimin

ation

(https:/

/ophd.

berkel

ey.edu

/policie

s-and-

proced

ures/n

ondisc

riminat

ion-

policy-

statem

ent)

(http://berkeley.edu)

Copyright © 2026 UC Regents; all rights reserved

  EN

mailto:sawebmaster@berkeley.edu
https://security.berkeley.edu/privacy-statement-uc-berkeley-websites
https://dap.berkeley.edu/get-help/report-web-accessibility-issue
https://ophd.berkeley.edu/policies-and-procedures/nondiscrimination-policy-statement
http://berkeley.edu/
http://berkeley.edu/
http://berkeley.edu/

