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Statement on Free
Speech and
Expression

Freedom of speech and expression are central to the mission of
Boston University. The University has a responsibility to allow and
safeguard the airing of the full spectrum of opinions on its
campuses and to create an environment where ideas can be freely
expressed and challenged. Boston University is committed to the
academic freedom of its faculty as articulated in the Faculty
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The University is committed to creating and maintaining a
community that invites the full participation of all people and the
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expression of all viewpoints. The University believes that freedom
of speech and expression are essential to, and compatible with, the
principles articulated in Boston University's Statement on

Diversity. The University embraces the guiding principle that the
remedy for speech that some may find hurtful, offensive, or even
hateful is not suppression of speech, but more speech.

Freedom of speech and expression are not without limits.
University policies regarding the time, place, and manner of speech
and of expression ensure that the University can carry on its
ordinary activities. The University may also restrict speech or
expression that breaks the law, violates University policies or codes
of conduct, or is otherwise directly incompatible with the safety of
the community or the functioning of the University.

For guidelines on the use of campus space for organized
expressions of free speech, please see the University’s policy on
events and demonstrations.
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Notice of Non-Discrimination: Boston University prohibits discrimination and harassment
on the basis of race, color, natural or protective hairstyle, religion, sex or gender, age,
national origin, ethnicity, shared ancestry and ethnic characteristics, physical or mental
disability, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, genetic information,
pregnancy or pregnancy-related condition, military service, marital, parental, veteran
status, or any other legally protected status in any and all educational programs or
activities operated by Boston University. Retaliation is also prohibited. Please refer
questions or concerns about Title IX, discrimination based on any other status protected by
law or BU policy, or retaliation to Boston University's Executive Director of Equal
Opportunity/Title IX Coordinator, at titleix@bu.edu or (617) 358-1796. Read Boston
University's full Notice of Nondiscrimination.
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