
Stretch forth thine hand  
to heal our sore, 

and make us rise, to fall no more; 

once more upon thy people shine, 
and fill the world with love divine. 
 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

whose advent sets thy people free, 

whom, with the Father, we adore, 
and Spirit blest, for evermore.   
C. Coffin (1676-1749)  Tune:  Winchester New  

First Hymn 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

come then and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings from the King of kings. 
 

Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 
and furnished for so great a guest! 

Yea, let us each our heart prepare 

for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward; 

without thy grace our souls must fade 
and wither like a flower decayed. 

 

We remain seated as the Choir sings 3 verses from Psalm 126  with the 
response 

The Lord has done great things for us and we rejoiced 

 

Offertory hymn 
God is working his purpose out as year succeeds to year, 

God is working his purpose out and the time is drawing near; 

nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God  

as the waters cover the sea. 

 
From utmost east to utmost west where’er man’s foot hath trod, 

by the mouth of many messengers goes forth the voice of God, 

‘Give ear to me, ye continents, ye isles, give ear to me, 
that the earth may be filled with the glory of God  

as the waters cover the sea.’ 

 
What can we do to work God’s work, to prosper and increase 

the brotherhood of all mankind, the reign of the Prince of peace? 

What can we do to hasten the time, the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 

The advent of our God 

with eager prayers we greet, 

and singing haste upon the road 
His glorious gift to meet. 
 

The everlasting Son 

scorns not the Virgin’s womb; 
that we from bondage may be won 

He bears a bondsman’s doom. 
 

Daughter of Sion, rise 
to meet thy lowly Kings; 

let not thy stubborn heart despise 

the peace he comes to bring. 
 
 

as Judge he comes again, 

His scattered people to unite, 

with him in heaven to reign. 
 

Let evil flee away, 

ere that great hour shall dawn, 

let this old Adam day by day 
the new Man all put on. 
 

Praise to the incarnate Son, 

who comes to set us free, 
with Father and with Spirit One, 

to all eternity.    Amen. 
Charles Coffin 1676-1749 Tune St Thomas 

The advent of our God 

with eager prayers we greet, 

and singing haste upon the road 

His glorious gift to meet. 

 

The everlasting Son 

scorns not the Virgin’s womb; 

that we from bondage may be won 

He bears a bondsman’s doom. 

 

Daughter of Sion, rise 

to meet thy lowly Kings; 

let not thy stubborn heart despise 

the peace he comes to bring. 

 

 

as Judge he comes again, 

His scattered people to unite, 

with him in heaven to reign. 

 

Let evil flee away, 

ere that great hour shall dawn, 

let this old Adam day by day 

the new Man all put on. 

 

Praise to the incarnate Son, 

who comes to set us free, 

with Father and with Spirit One, 

to all eternity.    Amen. 

Charles Coffin 1676-1749 Tune St 

Thomas 

as Judge he comes again, 

His scattered people to unite, 

with him in heaven to reign. 

 

Let evil flee away, 

ere that great hour shall dawn, 

let this old Adam day by day 

the new Man all put on. 

 

Praise to the incarnate Son, 

who comes to set us free, 

with Father and with Spirit One, 

to all eternity.    Amen. 

Charles Coffin 1676-1749 Tune St 

Thomas 

The advent of our God 

with eager prayers we greet, 

and singing haste upon the road 
His glorious gift to meet. 
 

The everlasting Son 

scorns not the Virgin’s womb; 

that we from bondage may be won 
He bears a bondsman’s doom. 
 

Daughter of Sion, rise 

to meet thy lowly Kings; 
let not thy stubborn heart despise 

the peace he comes to bring. 

 
 

as Judge he comes again, 

His scattered people to unite, 

with him in heaven to reign. 
 

Let evil flee away, 
ere that great hour shall dawn, 

let this old Adam day by day 

the new Man all put on. 
 

Praise to the incarnate Son, 

who comes to set us free, 

with Father and with Spirit One, 
to all eternity.    Amen. 
Charles Coffin 1676-1749 Tune St Thomas 



 
March we forth in the strength of God  

with the banner of Christ unfurled, 

that the light of the glorious gospel of truth  
may shine throughout the world; 

fight we the fight with sorrow and sin, to set their captives free, 

that the earth may be filled with the glory of God  
as the waters cover the sea. 

 

All we can do is nothing worth unless God blesses the deed; 
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide till God gives life to the seed; 

yet nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God  
as the waters cover the sea. 

Tune Benson A.C.Ainger 1841 - 1919 

 
 

Communion Hymn 
Hark the glad sound!  the Saviour comes, 

the Saviour promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne 
and every voice a song. 
 

He comes, the prisoners to release 

in Satan’s bondage held; 
the gates of brass before him burst, 

the iron fetters yield. 
 

He comes, the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 

and with the treasures of his grace 

to bless the humble poor. 
 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and heaven’s eternal arches ring 

with thy beloved name. 
P. Doddridge  (1702-51)  Music:  Bristol 

 

all for Jesus! Thou has died, 
All for Jesus! Thou art with us, 

all for Jesus, glorified! 
 

All for Jesus! All for Jesus! 
This the Church’s song shall be, 

till at last the flock is gathered 

one in love, and one in thee. 
Tune All for Jesus Words W.J.Sparrow-Simpson 

 1859 - 1952 
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Great David’s greater Son; 

hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 

to let the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 

 

He comes with succour speedy 
to those who suffer wrong; 

to help the poor and needy, 

and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, 

their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls, condemned and dying, 
were precious in his sight. 

 

He shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 
before him on the mountains 

shall peace the herald go; 



Final Hymn  
Hark!  a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!’ 
 

Startled at the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 
 

Lo!  the Lamb so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiven; 
 

So when next he comes in glory, 
and earth’s final hour draws near, 

may he then as our defender 

on the clouds of heaven appear. 
 

Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

to the Father and the Son, 

with the co-eternal Spirit, 
while unending ages run. 
Latin, tr. E. Caswall  (1814-78) Tune:  Merton 
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