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`` THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ``

The Ten
Commandments
AS

THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY
SHOULD TEACH THEM IN A SIMPLE WAY
TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses and His
people long ago on Mount Sinai.
Long ago God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt.
He brought them from Egypt to a mountain called Sinai.
With lightning and thunder and smoke and fire, God
descended onto the mountain. God called Moses to come
up to the mountain (Exodus 19:17–20). Here God wrote
Ten Commandments on two flat pieces of stone. The
commandments tell us how we are to live (Exodus 20:1–17).
God gave us the commandments because He loves us. God
sent Jesus to earn forgiveness for the times we break the
commandments.
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`` THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ``
The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.

Once a wicked king commanded all the people to bow
down and worship a statue. The people did as the king
commanded, except for three men who believed in God.
When they refused to worship the statue, the king ordered
them to be thrown into a hot furnace and burned. But God
was with the men. He sent an angel to protect them in the
furnace. The men who trusted in God were not burned.
“Come out of the furnace!” called the king. “There is no god
like your God. He saves His people!” (Daniel 3)
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`` THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ``
What does this mean? We should fear, love, and
trust in God above all things.

Long ago God told a man named Abraham to take his son
Isaac to a mountaintop. God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on
an altar. Abraham and Isaac were willing to obey. But God was
only testing their faith. Instead of Isaac, God provided a ram
for the sacrifice (Genesis 22:1–19). Isaac reminds us of Jesus,
the Lamb of God who willingly gave His life to save all people
from their sins.

```````````````````````````````

9

`` THE APOSTLES’ CREED ``

The Apostles’ Creed
AS

THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY
SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY
TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

Long ago, at just the right time, God sent His Son,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, to
be our Savior. Shortly after Jesus’ birth, Wise Men from a
distant land followed a star so that they might worship the
Savior (Matthew 2:1–11). The true God is the Trinity—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. There are three persons and only one
God. This truth about God is very difficult to understand. Yet
God gives spiritual wisdom to those who trust in Him. God
loves us. He wants “all [people] to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4 NIV). God invites us
all to come to Him in worship.
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`` THE APOSTLES’ CREED ``
The First Article
CREATION
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth.
What does this mean? I believe that God has made
me and all creatures; that He has given me my body
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason
and all my senses,
and still takes care of
them.
He also gives me
clothing and shoes,
food and drink, house
and home, wife and
children, land,
animals, and all I
have. He richly and
daily provides me
with all that I need to
support this body and
life.
He defends me
against all danger and
guards and protects
me from all evil.
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness
in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise,
serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.
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`` THE APOSTLES’ CREED ``
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth.

At the beginning of time, God made all things. He created
the earth and all the planets, the sun, moon, and stars, all the
trees and plants, fish, birds, creeping things, and all land
animals. Finally, God made Adam and Eve, the first people. He
gave them a beautiful home called the Garden of Eden. Adam
and Eve were very happy. God made all of this in just six days.
Then He rested. Everything God made was good. Unlike now,
there was no sin in the world at its beginning (Genesis 1–2).
Because we know Jesus as our Savior, one day we will have a
wonderful home in heaven just like the Garden of Eden.
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`` THE LORD’S PRAYER ``

The Lord’s Prayer

AS

THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY
SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY
TO HIS HOUSEHOLD
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Jesus taught by what He said and did. Once, Jesus’
disciples asked Him how they were to pray. Jesus taught
them the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9–13). Sometime later,
before He did a miracle to feed
thousands of people, Jesus
looked up to heaven and
gave thanks to His
heavenly Father. Then
He broke the loaves
and fed the people
(Matthew 14:
19b–21).

```````````````````````````````

53

`` THE LORD’S PRAYER ``
The Introduction
Our Father, who art in heaven.

We have a Father in heaven who loves us. He cares so
much about us that He sent His only Son to earth to pay the
penalty we deserve because of our sins. Our Father in heaven
always wants what’s best for us. God’s Word asks, “Which of
you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a snake? … How much more will
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!”
(Matthew 7:9–11; quote: NIV)
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`` THE LORD’S PRAYER ``
What does this mean? With these words God
tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true
Father and that we are His true children, so that with
all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear
children ask their dear father.
Jesus taught
His followers
about His Father’s
love for all
people. He invites
us to call God our
Father and to
come to Him in
prayer, confident
of His care for us.
Psalm 103:13
(NIV) reminds us,
“As a father has
compassion on
his children, so
the LORD has
compassion on
those who fear
Him.” The
Apostle John
wrote, “How
great is the love
the Father has
lavished on us,
that we should be
called children
of God! And that
is what we are!”
(1 John 3:1 NIV).
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