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Se c t i on 1

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
As the head of the family should teach them 

in a simple way to his household

The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust
in God above all things.

The Second Commandment
You shall not misuse the name 

of the LORD your God.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so

that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or
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deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble,
pray, praise, and give thanks.

The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day 

by keeping it holy.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so

that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but
hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.

The Fourth Commandment
Honor your father and your mother.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so
that we do not despise or anger our parents and other
authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love
and cherish them.

The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so
that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body,
but help and support him in every physical need.

The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so
that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we
say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each
other.
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The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so
that we do not take our neighbor’s money or posses-
sions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to
improve and protect his possessions and income.

The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony 

against your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so

that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him,
slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him,
speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest
way.

The Ninth Commandment
You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so

that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance
or house, or get it in a way which only appears right, but
help and be of service to him in keeping it.

The Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his

manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so
that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife,
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workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge
them to stay and do their duty.

[The text of the commandments is from Ex. 20:3, 7,
8, 12–17.]

The Close of the Commandments
What does God say about all these commandments?

He says, “I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, 
but showing love to a thousand generations of those 
who love Me and keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20:
5–6)

What does this mean? God threatens to punish all
who break these commandments. Therefore, we should
fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But
He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep
these commandments. Therefore, we should also love
and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.

14 LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
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THE CREED
As the head of the family should teach it 

in a simple way to his household

The First Article
Creation

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth.

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me
and all creatures; that He has given me my body and
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all
my senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink,
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and
all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that
I need to support this body and life.

15

404437 Luther's Catechism ESV  7/19/08  2:58 PM  Page 15



workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge
them to stay and do their duty.

[The text of the commandments is from Ex. 20:3, 7,
8, 12–17.]

The Close of the Commandments
What does God say about all these commandments?

He says, “I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, 
but showing love to a thousand generations of those 
who love Me and keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20:
5–6)

What does this mean? God threatens to punish all
who break these commandments. Therefore, we should
fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But
He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep
these commandments. Therefore, we should also love
and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.

14 LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

404437 Luther's Catechism ESV  7/19/08  2:58 PM  Page 14

THE CREED
As the head of the family should teach it 

in a simple way to his household

The First Article
Creation

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth.

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me
and all creatures; that He has given me my body and
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all
my senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink,
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and
all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that
I need to support this body and life.

15

404437 Luther's Catechism ESV  7/19/08  2:58 PM  Page 15



He defends me against all danger and guards and
protects me from all evil.

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For
all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey
Him.

This is most certainly true.

The Second Article
Redemption 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true
God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true
man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
person, purchased and won me from all sins, from
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His
innocent suffering and death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, 
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just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to
all eternity.

This is most certainly true.

The Third Article
Sanctification

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own
reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept
me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives
all my sins and the sins of all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead,
and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true. 

THE CREED 17
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Note: These questions and answers are no child’s
play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of
purpose by the venerable and devout Dr. Luther for
both young and old. Let each one pay attention and
consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God
cannot be mocked.”
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AN EXPLANATION
OF THE 

SMALL CATECHISM

Designed to help students understand and apply
Luther’s Small Catechism, the following explanation
section, like those found in earlier editions, was not
written by Dr. Luther. An explanation section,
however, has regularly accompanied editions of
Luther’s Small Catechism since the early days of
Lutheranism. This explanation has been based upon
and largely includes the work of Johann Konrad
Dietrich (1575–1639), Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm
Walther (1811–1887), Heinrich Christian Schwan
(1819–1905), and the committee that prepared the
synodical catechism of 1943.
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these things, we pray that we may finally overcome
them and win the victory.

The Seventh Petition
But deliver us from evil.

But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean? We pray in this petition, in
summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us
from every evil of body and soul, possessions and repu-
tation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a
blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of
sorrow to Himself in heaven.

The Conclusion
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.* Amen.

For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are Yours 

now and forever.* Amen.

What does this mean? This means that I should be
certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in
heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has
commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to
hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.”

*These words were not in Luther’s Small Catechism.
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INTRODUCTION

1. What is Christianity?
Christianity is the life and salvation God has given in

and through Jesus Christ.
1 John 14:6 I am the way, and the truth, and the life.

No one comes to the Father except through Me.
2 John 17:3 This is eternal life, that they know You,

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have
sent.

3 Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.

4 Acts 11:26 And in Antioch the disciples were first
called Christians.

5 1 John 5:11–12 God gave us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life;
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whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life.

Note: Christianity was at first called “the Way” (Acts
9:2; 24:14, 22).

2. Where is God’s truth about our Savior Jesus Christ
made known?

This truth is made known in the Bible: the Old
Testament, which promises the coming Savior, and the
New Testament, which tells of the Savior who has come.

6 Heb. 1:1–2 Long ago, at many times and in many
ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but
in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.

7 Luke 24:27 Beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, He interpreted to them in all the Scrip-
tures the things concerning Himself.

8 John 20:31 These are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in His name.

9 Eph. 2:20 [You are] built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being
the cornerstone.

10 1 John 1:1–2a That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with
our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was
made manifest.

3. Why do we call the Bible the “Holy Scripture”?
The Bible is the “Holy Scripture” because God the

Holy Spirit gave to His chosen writers the thoughts that
they expressed and the words that they wrote (verbal

48 EXPLANATION OF SMALL CATECHISM
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inspiration). Therefore, the Bible is God’s own Word
and truth, without error (inerrancy).

11 John 10:35 And Scripture cannot be broken.
12 Mark 8:38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and of

My words in this adulterous and sinful generation,
of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when
He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy
angels.

13 John 14:26 The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in My name, He will teach you all
things and bring to your remembrance all that I have
said to you.

14 Acts 24:14 But this I confess to you, that according
to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God
of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the
Law and written in the Prophets.

15 2 Tim. 3:16–17 All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the
man of God may be competent, equipped for every
good work.

16 2 Peter 1:21 No prophecy was ever produced by
the will of man, but men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Note: God gave the Old Testament in Hebrew and
Aramaic and the New Testament in Greek. Errors in
copying or translations are not part of the God-breathed
(inspired) Scripture.

4. What is the key to the correct understanding of
the Bible?

Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, is the heart and
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center of the Scripture and therefore the key to its true
meaning.

17 John 5:39 You search the Scriptures because you
think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they
that bear witness about Me.

18 Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets bear witness
that everyone who believes in Him receives forgive-
ness of sins through His name.

19 John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, the only God,
who is at the Father’s side, He has made Him
known.

20 2 Tim. 3:15 From childhood you have been ac-
quainted with the sacred writings, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus.

Bible narrative: Jesus revealed Himself as the center of
Scripture (Luke 24:13–27).

5. How is human reason to be used in understanding
Holy Scripture?

A. Holy Scripture is given in human language. To
determine what it says we need to apply the rules of
language, such as grammar and logic. It is right to use
reason as a servant of the text, but the guidance of the
Holy Spirit is essential for its proper understanding.

21 Ps. 119:73 Give me understanding that I may learn
Your commandments.

22 Matt. 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
comes and snatches away what has been sown in his
heart.

23 Matt. 22:37 Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
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24 Acts 17:11 They received the word with all eager-
ness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these
things were so.

B. Unlike all other books, Holy Scripture is God’s
Word and truth. It is wrong to question or deny the
truthfulness of the sacred text (as happens, for example,
with historical criticism).

25 Rom. 3:4 Let God be true though every one were a
liar, as it is written, “That you may be justified in
your words, and prevail when you are judged.”

26 2 Cor. 10:5 We destroy arguments and every lofty
opinion raised against the knowledge of God.

27 Col. 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive by
philosophy and empty deceit.

28 2 Peter 3:15–16 Our beloved brother Paul also
wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 
as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them 
of these matters. There are some things in them that
are hard to understand, which the ignorant and un-
stable twist to their own destruction, as they do the
other Scriptures.

Note: See 1 Corinthians 1 and 2.

6. What basic distinction must we keep in mind in
order to understand the Bible?

We must sharply distinguish between the Law and
the Gospel in the Bible.

29 John 1:17 The law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ.

30 2 Cor. 3:6 The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
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