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“Can machines think?” – This is the question posed by Alan Turing in 1950 in his classic paper.1 In the following years, the term artificial intelligence (AI) was adopted, marking the formal inception of the field at the Dartmouth Summer Research Project on AI.2 More recently, AI has been thrust into the forefront of public consciousness via the media and a market valuation of $638 bn in 2024.3 This is projected to further increase (see Figure 1) and PwC’s Global AI Study values the potential contribution to the global economy from AI by 2030 at $15.7 tr.4
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Fig 1 | AI market size 2024–2034

Source: Precedence Research



The reporting quality of the published literature has long been a source of angst amongst readers.5–9 Reporting guidelines have significantly influenced the reporting quality of the published literature.10,11 They can help authors to plan their work, to write articles, and act as a guide, but they can also be used to set standards and expectations – all stakeholders benefit from good reporting. Indeed, reviewers and editors can spend more time focusing on what is present than what is missing, and there is markedly less friction and frustration for readers. The scholarly community recognizes their importance, and adoption has been widespread. 

Recognizing the above, we now update the SCARE, PROCESS, and STROCSS guidelines for 202512–15 with a new section on AI. We also developed the new mini-guideline TITAN to help provide AI transparency for other article types. Given the speed at which AI is developing, this update already seems overdue. We know many authors are already using it; now is the time to declare such usage, be transparent and detail how, what, when, and why it was used. This additional block has gone through researcher group development, extensive discussion, and a Delphi consensus exercise with a broad and multidisciplinary group of experts in the field. In keeping with this update, we can also declare that AI was used to help generate ideas for guideline development, and indeed, the addition of AI was recommended. We commend the adoption of these guidelines and hope the scholarly and surgical communities will receive them well. 
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