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Building the Dream – “AMT” 1968 GTO Model Kit
By Jim Casassa

South Bend-based “Round2”, the current corporate owner of the iconic AMT and MPC model kit brands, 

has enjoyed commercial success by re-issuing old kits from the 1960’s and 1970’s; a few of them included 

some new parts. Recently they have expanded their lineup by creating the tooling necessary to produce all-

new model kits.  Two new kits should appeal to Pontiac enthusiasts; a1968 GTO hardtop is available now 

and a 1965 GTO hardtop should be available soon.  Neither of those had previously been offered in kit form

and these fresh versions are based on the promotional models that were available when these cars were new. 

The 1968 GTO model is part of a new series of kits AMT is labeling as “Craftsman Plus”.  While based on 

an old promo, several upgrades in detailing and design improvements aid assembly. The hood is a separate 

piece but no engine is included.  The suspension, exhaust, and fuel tank are molded with the one-piece frame 

and floorboard.  Detailing upgrades include a hood tach, an outside rear-view mirror and clear front marker 

lights.  The parts count is low, but what’s included allows the builder to produce a very nice curbside model. 

The only tools needed to put this kit together are a sharp knife, a 1/16” drill bit, and perhaps a file or some 

fine grit sandpaper.  Naturally you’ll also need some glue and paint.

To my eye, the model accurately captures the shape of a ’68 GM A-body.  The grille is molded with the 

headlights in the closed position.  The window moldings and trim are sharply engraved which eases the task 

of applying metal foil to them or painting them silver.  Decals are provided for the emblems and scripts.  The 

taillights are clear red parts that attach to back side of the rear bumper.  The bucket-style interior is shallow 

with the console and rear seat molded with it.  The seat pattern is well done and the instrument panel has 

good detail.  One minor negative is that the door handles and window cranks are barely visible.  The kit 

includes two sets of wheels – Pontiac Rally 1 and Rally 2.

I finished my kit using a Testors spray that was close to Pontiac’s 1968 Marina Blue color offering.  I mixed 

some silver and blue paints and applied them carefully with an airbrush to achieve a proper interior shade.  

For small details, I used metal foil on window moldings and decals for the script and emblems.  Overall the 

kit was an enjoyable experience to build and quite satisfactory in terms of noticeable features.  JC
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(Interim) Prez – Honorable Mentions

Editor’s note: The only constant in life is change, right?  Since the last time we 
talked (1st quarter newsletter), past-Prez Gib and his wife Cindy have moved into 
their new home back down to Louisville KY.  As such, interim VP Mike Gerdes is 
now interim Prez Mike Gerdes.  In addition, since our Secretary and Treasurer 
positions are also “to be filled” at this time, then Mike and I trying to fill the 
responsibilities of all six offices as best as possible.  Once new officers have all  
been placed then we’ll still need to go thru an approval process by club members 
to make things proper with POCI.  Stay tuned … we hope to have news here soon.

Greetings from the Prez … First a little club business, then on to the fun stuff!

We are still looking for volunteers to assist with the officer’s duties.  Mark and I 

are hanging in there but it sure would be great to get some assistance from anyone in the club who can 

share a little bit of their time.  Please let us know if you can help in any way!

The HPOC website is being updated with some interesting 2023 events, so please check it out at 

https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/ We would really like to add more member photos and stories 

in there, so as you’re out and about this spring, please drop me a picture of two to share.

We have an official club email address now: hoosierpontiac@gmail.com.  Additionally, you can use PayPal 

now on our website to pay your annual dues.  

Many thanks to the POCI national office; they are helping us contact potential new members for HPOC

based on POCI members who reside in Indiana.  We plan to advertise our club to see if we can generate 

some real interest.  Feel free to advertise to your own Pontiac buddies as well.  Stay tuned, more to come.

Marilee and I are excited to have our Tempest back in the garage.  I’ve enjoyed driving it so far this April 

and I’m excited about upcoming events.  We had some paint work done once again since the the hood and 

trunk still had a few minor issues, and this time the paint shop was all over getting it done right.  We also 

had some shifting issues with the 2-speed auto transmission.  After consulting with the shop and some 

members within the Little Indians Chapter of POCI, we decided to replace the modulator in the system.  We 

had already replaced it two years ago and it didn’t help much, but you guessed it – that was actually a bad 

part.  The new one works great and shifting is smooth.  That makes the car a lot more fun to drive.

I had the Holly Sniper Fuel Injection system installed last summer.  I’m impressed that Gib and Mark did it 

themselves – I was too chicken to try it.  As installed, it came with an external fuel pump that was a bit 

loud, so this time we installed it an in-tank pump and it is much more quiet now.

As the car was being prepared to return to us, a rattle was noticed in the rear end.  It turned our that the 

lower arm bushings were worn out and had to be replaced.  I’m glad the shop found it; I had heard the 

rattle previously but didn’t realize it was that important of an issue.  The new parts have made the car 

much better to drive now that everything is all tightened up.

We’re looking for some upcoming events where members might like to go to together as a group.  We also 

have some necessary club business meetings yet to announce.  Watch for notices from our new email 

address and please attend if you can.  I’ll be in touch soon with info about the next meeting time and date.  

Also, if you have any ideas for fun events, let us know.  I’ll try to post where and when Marilee and I have 

the Tempest out so we can meet up and enjoy the day!

Thanks, and have a great Spring.  Mike

https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/
mailto:hoosierpontiac@gmail.com
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From the Driver’s Seat:

Hi Gang – By this time of the year, our cars ought to be 
nice and shiny, full of new oil, well tuned and have any 
necessary maintenance nearly complete. If your car has 
A/C then I hope it still works; if it’s got a heater then it 
might still be a good time to check that out as well.

I’ve had the GP out of the garage several times so far 
this year, including a couple of sub-30 degree days.  The 
purpose of these cold weather treks has been to help 
the self-learning EFI controller more fully “map” itself 
so that it can expand its baseline fuel rate calibrations vs. accelerator positions across more 
combinations of air temperature and air pressure.  Don’t worry, the GP never touched the road 
while any residual salt was still laying around.

I do have one concern that I may want to talk with Holley about.  While driving in cold weather 
when the fuel tank reads about half full, I could hear a noticeable and consistent whine from the 
new system’s in-tank electric fuel pump.  In addition, under similar conditions, the system would 
also “stumble” conspicuously during initial accelerations.  I waited for a warmer 45 degree day then 
drove the car to a local petrol station to fill the tank and freshen the gas.  In short, so far, so good. 
I’ve only used maybe a quarter tank of gas so far, therefore the plan is to keep driving, consume 
more fuel and see if anything happens once I drop back down to around half a tank again.  One 
positive thing I’ve noted … the GP has roughly a 20+ gallon fuel tank and when the needle in the fuel 
gauge registered just below half full, it took 11.9 gallons to top the tank off.  I’d say that’s pretty 
good accuracy for a 54 year old car.

The Prix’s new A/C compressor runs very smoothly but I’m not blowing a whole lot of frigid-cold air 
yet.  Admittedly Jerry Love (in Kokomo) cautioned me that when he installed the new compressor 
and filled the system up with R-12 refrigerant late last fall, it might need to be topped off a little 
more once air temperatures get up into the 70s or 80s.  I’ve made a follow-up appointment with 
Jerry for mid-May to let him do any final A/C system tweaks and he assures me that the GP will
freeze me out of the car once everything is done.

One of my favorite car buddies (Scott Pavey) came over last week to help me with some follow up 
interior tasks.  Since these required getting back underneath the dash, both seats and the console 
had to come back out and the ventilation ductwork had to be removed.  The three things we were 
able to accomplish were 1) repaired the A/C temperature control cable mechanism that broke when 
the A/C compressor got fixed last year (my fault), 2) replaced the signal flasher that had recently 
failed and 3) removed the 3-gauge pod and installed a 2-gauge pod for better appearance.   I hoped 
to also repair a pulled wire connection for the dome light but the “spaghetti” under the dash made
it really tough to access from underneath and it just wasn’t worth the effort at this particular time.   
Some desired audio enhancements were also put on hold until a more convenient opportunity.

At some point, I would still like to devise a method to stiffen and lift the new gas tank’s fuel filler 
tube behind the license plate.  I’ll let you know when we get ready to tackle that one.

With no further preamble … Spring is here!!!  Go Exercise the Go Pedal !!!  All the best, MH
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INDIANA REGION CADILLAC & LaSALLE CLUB 

PRESENTS THE 
 

35th Annual Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac 

Car Show 

Memorial Park, Lebanon, IN 

Saturday, June 3rd,  2023 

 

CLASSES 

                A--Pre-War             E--1980-1994 

                B--1946-1959     F--1995-Present 

                C--1960-1969     G--All Modified 

                D--1970-1979       
   
All Buick, Marquette, Oldsmobile, Viking, Pontiac, Oakland, Cadillac 

and LaSalle owners are invited to the 35th Annual BOPC show at 
Memorial Park in Lebanon, Indiana on June 3rd, 2023 

1st, 2nd, 3rd  Place Awards in each class, Best of Show, plus: 
Best Buick or Marquette 

Best Oldsmobile or Viking 
Best Pontiac or Oakland 
Best Cadillac or LaSalle 

 
$20 Advance entry, $15 each additional car until May 30th, $25 per car day of show. 

REGISTRATION  9:00 – 11:30 JUDGING 12:00 – 1:30 AWARDS @ 3:00 

 

Contact:  Jim Smith  at 317-847-5565  or at  jjsmith3739@gmail.com 
Memorial Park is located just off of SR 39 at 130 East Ulen Drive, Lebanon, IN, 46052 

 

ENTRY FORM 

Make checks payable to Indiana Region, Cadillac LaSalle Club 

 

Send check and entry form to Jim Smith, 14072 Staghorn Drive, Carmel, IN  46032 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________Phone_____________    
 

Email address________________________ 
 

Car 
Year__________Make/Model_________________Style_____________________Class____ 
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Please note – The HUGE OPEN CAR SHOW, sponsored jointly by the Indianapolis GTO Association 
(IGTOA) and the Indianapolis Firebird Club (IFC), is a charity event benefitting several valuable 

organizations.  Please bring your choice of these donations to drop off at the show.  Thank you!!!
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Artomobilia 2023

More About Artomobilia 2023

ARTOMOBILIA features a distinct gathering of recognized artists, collector cars, 
and automotive enthusiasts showcased on the streets of the Carmel Arts & 
Design District.

Featuring nearly 500 enthusiast and collector cars, the Artomobilia boasts one 
of the most eclectic gatherings of original, period-correct cars, including 
Supercar, Exotic, Sports Car, Classics, Racers, Historically Preserved and more. 
There is something for everyone at ARTOMOBILIA.

Free to the public.
Date & Time
September 9, 2023
11:00am - 5:00pm
Location
Carmel Arts & Design District
E Main St & N Rangeline Rd
Carmel, IN 46032

Social Media

For Technical Assistance, Contact:
(234) 400-0068

https://www.artomobilia.org/
https://www.facebook.com/artoweekend
tel:2344000068
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For many years, Indiana was the center of the automobile industry. Luxurious automobiles made in 

Indiana included the well-known Auburn, Cord, Duesenberg and Stutz. At one time there were more 

than 200 automobile manufacturers in Indiana – more than any other state.  Moreover, the first electric 

hybrid and fully electric automobiles, the first gas pumps, and the largest testing grounds for 

automobiles – now famously known as the Indianapolis Motor Speedway – were all born in Indiana. 

Given Indiana’s deep history and unparalleled passion for automobiles, Cruise Indy was a natural choice 

for a unique fundraiser. 

That said, please steer your awesome vehicles to Cruise Indy Car Show & Cruise, September 16, 2023 

from 9am – 1pm. 

Location: Indiana Spine Group Parking Lot; 13225 N. Meridian, Carmel, IN  46032 

Cruise Indy 2023 will benefit Folds of Honor- Indiana. 

For more information on Cruise Indy go to: www.CruiseIndy.com or contact Sandra Haugo @ 651-278-

0812; shaugo@indianaspinegroup.com 
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For Sale:  1932 Pontiac V8 Sport Coupe

• Fully restored, professionally maintained
• Lovingly driven and enjoyed
• Multiple award-winner including national level recognition
• Multiple wins in class at annual Newport Hill Climb events
• Asking $120K OBO, Sale includes enclosed trailer and 60+ years of documentation
• Offered by Larry Shepherd, Lebanon, IN.  Please call 765-482-1452 with any questions

Wanted and/or For Sale:  Don’t forget – Ads in Chiefly Pontiac are a free benefit for HPOC members

For Sale:  1970 Pontiac Bonneville Convertible

• I'm going to put my yellow '70' Pontiac Bonneville 
Convertible up for sale, many reasons, including our 
age and commitments to family.  

• The car runs great, drives great, and has 4 new tires 
and shocks 

• The top is very good and works well. 
• It was a one owner and has 91,000 miles or so. 
• I knew the original owners. 
• It needs the A/C worked on (we never use it) and the fuel 

gauge does not work.
• I'm thinking a firm $10,500.  Please call at 812-243-1932  if 

you are interested or have any questions.  Thanks, Bill Thiel
• Email is Poetranger234@hotmail.com
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New Members:
Please mail your registration form and dues check (made out to HPOC ) to: Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, Brownsburg, IN 46112

We encourage new members to also become affiliated with POCI, but to join HPOC, just fill out the membership form 

below and mail it along with the necessary dues to HPOC’s interim treasurer (Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, 

Brownsburg, Indiana 46112).  Please make all dues checks payable to HPOC or Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club. 

Membership Application – The Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club

The Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club, or HPOC, is an official chapter of the Pontiac-Oakland Club International (POCI).  
Chartered in January 1977, today we are truly a “Hoosier” based organization with members residing all around the 
state of Indiana as well as in other states as well.

The purpose of HPOC is to encourage the preservation and appreciation of Pontiac and Oakland automobiles.  We 
also recognize the GMC brand and invite their owners to become a part of our group.  Our goal is to provide and 
support activities aimed toward enjoyment of all of these fine vehicles.

HPOC generally holds semi-annual business meetings in the spring and in the fall (meeting locations may vary).  Here 
we solicit ideas and try to plan lots of fun events.  One example is an annual Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac (BOPC) show 
that takes place each June, which we co-sponsor with other car clubs.  We always appreciate good ideas aimed at 
enjoyment of our cars, especially family activities and getting to know more great people within the hobby.  We strive 
to make our association better and our club ever stronger over time.  

Annual membership fees are due January 1st of each new year.  Dues are just $15.00* per year OR you may pay a 
special “one-time and-you’re-done” lifetime rate of $100.00 and never pay HPOC dues again.  This covers all 
members of your family and all of your Pontiacs, Oaklands, or GMCs.  

• Membership includes a free color electronic copy of HPOC’s bi-monthly newsletter “Chiefly Pontiac”, sent to your 
email address.  NOTE: Be sure to include your email address on the application form when you submit it.

• For those preferring their newsletters in hardcopy form, a black & white paper version is available to be mailed 
directly to your home. However, there is an extra $5.00 annual charge for receiving hardcopies so please add 
the $5.00 extra fee to your annual dues.  

• As an added benefit, all HPOC members may advertise free in our newsletter, for whole cars, parts, services, etc.  

Mail your registration form & dues check (made out to HPOC) to: Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, Brownsburg, IN 46112

2023 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or RENEWAL:  HOOSIER PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB
Check which category applies: ___ Annual membership with electronic newsletters ($15),  or

___ Annual membership with  USPS-mailed newsletters ($20), or  
___  Lifetime membership ($100) – one time payment

NAME: _______________________________________________            What Pontiacs, Oaklands and/or GMCs do you own?

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________ ____________________________________

CITY: _________________________________________________ ____________________________________

STATE: _____________________________  ZIP: ______________ ____________________________________

HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ ____________________________________

CELL PHONE: ___________________________________________ ____________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________________________ POCI # (if avail) ________________________ 
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EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:

❖ 2023 Noblesville Weekly Cruise-in on the Square – every 
Saturday starting in May* thru ???

❖ 2023 Danville “First Friday” Cruise-In on the Square – first 
Friday each month, May* thru October

❖ 2023 Avon Weekly Saturday cruise-ins* at Lowes on US 36.  
Cars generally start gathering around 6PM.

❖ Note(*) – Given residual COVID-19 concerns, please 
double-check  event dates to see what’s “real”

❖ Pontiacs at Pidgeon Forge, 
6/2-6/4/2023, LaConte Center, Pidgeon Forge, TN

❖ BOPC Car Show –
6/3/2023, Memorial Park, Lebanon, IN

❖ HUGE OPEN CAR SHOW –
6/10/2023, American Legion Post #155, Carmel, IN

❖ 51st Annual POCI International Convention –
6/26-7/1/2023  2023, Murfreesboro, TN

❖ GTOAA Nationals –
6/27-7/1/2023, Springfield, IL

❖ Ames TriPower Nationals –
7/21-7/23/2023, Norwalk, OH

❖ Warbirds Show at Grissom Air Museum – 8/5/2023, Peru, IN
❖ Trans Am Nationals –

8/25-8/27/2023, Holiday Inn, Fairborn, OH
❖ Artomobilia – 9/9/2023, Carmel, IN
❖ Folds of Honor Show and Cruise – 9/16/2023, Carmel, IN
❖ Summer Place Show – 9/2/2023, Sharpsville, IN
❖ Muscle Car and Corvette Nationals – 11/18-11/19/2023, 

Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont, IL

To contact your club officers:

INTERIM PREZ: MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722
mgerdes737@gmail.com

INTERIM V. PREZ:  MARK HENDERSON,  765-438-3322
doodle1701@gmail.com

SECRETARY:  OPEN POSITION
tba@tba.net

TREAS:  OPEN POSITION
tba@tba.net

EDITOR:  MARK HENDERSON,  765-438-3322
doodle1701@gmail.com

WEBMASTER:  MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722
mgerdes737@gmail.com

Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club T-
shirts now available!  All sizes up to 
XXL are $12 each, add $3.50 S/H for any 
mail orders  HPOC symbol in red over 
left breast, w/ large stylized Pontiac 
image on back.  Contact Butch Glatz to 
order.  Phone: 317-468-0296 or order 
via email at bjglatz@yahoo.com

Wanted and/or For Sale (see more ads in prev pages): 

Pontiac Fender Covers:  Excellent quality!  Highly rated!!  High 
quality fender covers, white background, red highlights and a dark 
blue border with our famous “Pontiac” name boldly displayed. 
Indian head logo and arrowhead in red.  Length 34 ½”.  Width 24 
½”  Tool tray is 5-1/8” wide. Logo panel 13 ½” wide, incl. the 
borders. $25 at any show HPOC attends or $30 via mail order.  
Contact Bill Harris, 7836 North Gray Rd. Mooresville, IN, 46158.  
Phone:  317-831-1568 or 317-839-1656.

Don’t forget –
Ads in Chiefly Pontiac are a free benefit for all HPOC members

mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
mailto:doodle1701@gmail.com
mailto:tba@tba.net
mailto:tba@tba.net
mailto:doodle1701@gmail.com
mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
mailto:bjglatz@yahoo.com
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