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Pontiacs Stand Out at the IGTOA/IFC HUGE Show

Carmel American Legion Car Show, June 8th (by Jim Casassa)
This is one of the shows I missed last year as we were in Minnesota for a high school graduation and a 
wedding.  This year I was able to spend a couple of hours checking out the cars before I headed across 
town to the HMCA meeting.  This open car show is jointly promoted and hosted by the Indy Firebird Club 
and the Indy GTO Association to help raise funds for HVAF, an organization that helps homeless 
veterans.  From the street, the Carmel American Legion appears an unlikely location for a car show.  
However, there is a large L-shaped grassy field behind the building with an area roughly equal to a 
couple of football fields.  Trees around the perimeter of the field provides some useful shade.

It seemed like half the show cars were either Firebirds or GTOs, which is not surprising since they were 
the host clubs and both organizations have active memberships.  There were about a half dozen other 
Pontiacs there, but no street rod Pontiacs and no Overhead Cam 6’s.  The remainder of the attendees 
consisted of other muscle cars (including late model Mopars, Mustangs, and Corvettes), special interest 
cars and a few antiques and street rods.  Surprising to me was the presence of at least 4 Studebaker 
Avantis.  The rarest car there was a Bill Thomas Cheetah. According to the documentation displayed by 
the owner, no more than 27 Cheetahs were produced either as complete vehicles or as kits.  JC

IGTOA/IFC “BIG SHOW”, Carmel Indiana American Legion, June 8th (Chuck Graf)
On this day, my bud and I logged 200 miles on my old ‘70 GTO; back roads all the way to Carmel from 
Monticello utilizing "421".  Super nice drive. Upon arrival, there were quite … (story cont’d on pg 2) 
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Pontiacs Stand Out at the IGTOA/IFC HUGE Show (cont’d from page 1)

a few “historics” on display.  Lots of newer vehicles as well.

The owner of a ‘63 LeMans was educating ALL who came by to see it about how the drivetrain in that car 

was configured.   He had a promo type model as a visual aid so you got the whole course even if you 

didn't register for it. A ‘67 or ‘68 silver Firebird has been with its present caretaker since his father 

purchased it new.  It had a bench seat with a V-8 and a column shift 3-speed.  The guy told a story about 

having six people in that car back in the ‘70s, going to Road America. An "Oldfolksmobile" pace car has 

traveled 325K miles so far (that’s about 13 times around the world). An LS-powered Cadillac ‘vert was an 

awesome ride but I did not agree with the owner’s statement that the original 331 cu in V8 was "junk".

There were maybe 200 cars in attendance … a great show! The ride back on I-65 would see the GTO  

clearing out the carbon at (hypothetically) 90+ plus MPH for miles and miles.  It was good for the car and 

it was good for me.  Get ‘em out on the road!  Go see a show!  Cheers!!  CG

American Legion Post 155 IGTOA and IFC Car Show  (Mike Gerdes)
What makes a great car show?  It’s hard to define but I know for sure that the Indy GTO Association 
and the Indy Firebird Club found a way to do it right this year at the American Legion in Carmel.  This 
show is typically scheduled for the second Saturday each June (note that the BPOC Show is always 
the first Saturday each June and that’s no accident between clubs!).  This is … (story cont’d on pg 3) 

American Legion Post 155 Indy GTO Association and Indy Firebird Club Car Show

(Photos provided by Jim Casassa)

(Photos provided by Chuck Graf )
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Pontiacs Stand Out at the IGTOA/IFC HUGE Show (cont’d from page 2)

one of the nicest shows in town.  It is very well organized, there are great prizes, parking is easy and 
there’s lots of food and drink options!

I attended with Mike Richards and we found several other HPOC members there.  It was great seeing 
and talking with you all!   It was interesting that there were several Avanti’s on tap this year, all very 
cool and nicely restored.

If you know me at all then you know that food options are always important.  At this particular show,  
the Boy Scouts had a cookout going, the Legion Hall was open for lunch and there were restaurant 
choices right next to parking at the shopping center.  Plenty of great food for those of us that like a 
nice meal!

The Top 50 Awards were very nice 
wood carved “license plates.”  Maybe 
an idea for the BPOC show next year?

Our day was topped off as Mike and I 
both received a Top 50 award, one  for 
his GTO, one for my Tempest.  Always a 
great way to finish the day at a show.

Thanks to the whole gang at the Indy 
GTO Association and Indy Firebird Club for always doing a great job!  All the best, Mike Gerdes

Indy Firebird/GTO Club’s HUGE Car Show Review (Bill Sanders, Prez Indy GTO Association)
Well, our club member Mr. Don Allen, whose sole job all year is to ensure good weather on our car 
show date, came through once again.  The weather on “show day” June 8th was picture perfect!

The venue (Carmel American Legion Post #155) was awesome and the DJ (Geno Nemetz) was 
spinning excellent tunes the whole day.  We had the local Boy Scout troop doing “car hop” duty at 
lunch time so it you wanted, you could hang out at your car and have the scouts bring you lunch.  The 
day kicked off early at about 7am with the IFC/IGTOA team setting up things for the show.  Coffee and 
doughnuts arrived early as well so all well right with the world!

Our raffle did well this year with lots of interesting items to bid on, including special food oils, die cast 
cars, restaurant gift cards  and an opportunity for a nice tattoo from … (story cont’d on pg 4) 

Mike Richards’ GTO and Mike Gerdes’ Tempest parked in between a cool Nash Metropolitan 
and VW camper van!
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Pontiacs Stand Out at IGTOA/IFC HUGE Show (cont’d from page 3)

a local Carmel shop.  You just don’t get that kind of variety at your basic run of the mill car show folks!
LOL!!

At noon, the Indy Firebird Club’s very own “Chrystal” sang our National Anthem acapella in a 
stunning rendition!  Well done Chrystal!!

As for the real reason why we do this show, we raised over $5,000 for our two charities, the Elysian 
Foundation and the HVAF (Helping Veterans and Families).  As an added bonus, the Boy Scouts 
cleared over $1300 in revenue and tips to help serve their needs.  It was a very good day for everyone.

This year we attracted 200 show cars to our show.  Based on feedback that we’ve received, we expect 
similar participation again next year.  But speaking of 2025, our plans look a bit fluid at the moment 
as the Carmel American Legion may be sell a large portion of their property off and that will impact 
our show field.  However, we will figure something out and get the word out as soon as possible.

Attached are just a few of the many pictures taken on show day (especially see page 1). We enjoyed 
a nice variety of vehicles; it’s an open show so we usually see a lot of diversity and people tell us 
that’s one of the main reasons that they come.  As mentioned above, our big goal is to raise $$$s for 
our charities, ok and maybe to have a lot of fun in the process.  As usual, this year was exceptional 
thanks to all those who attended.  We look forward to doing it all again next year!!!  Bill Sanders
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From the Prez – Honorable Mentions

Greetings HPOC!  The summer car season is in full swing and it’s been 
great seeing many of you on the car show circuit this year.

Club News – I’d like to welcome Mark Pataluch as a new lifetime 
member of HPOC.  Mark owns a number of classic Pontiac Grand Prixs, 
 including a couple of rare 4-speed models. We look forward to hearing 
more about his cars and his Pontiac-related adventures.  

We have a couple of points of club business to discuss.  First, HPOC’s 
bank account remains strong.  Thanks to all of you who reupped with 
the club again this year and paid their dues once more.  Thanks also to 
all those who became lifetime members this year!  From an expense 
standpoint, we pay regular annual usage fees for our website (which are very reasonable) and our  
quarterly newsletter printing and mailing expenses are well managed.  Please note … with holidays 
coming and charitable needs ever on the rise, this is a time of year where “giving” can become very 
important for any number of good causes.  Your suggestions (by 10/1/2024) for charities to consider 
would be most appreciated.  Overall, we’re in good shape for the rest of the year.

HPOC will be the official sponsor for the 2025 BOPC (Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac and Cadillac) Show 
to be held next June 7th in Lebanon, Indiana.  I’ve reserved Memorial Park for the event so please mark 
your calendars!  We are always in need of volunteers for the day of the show and to get donations for 
door prizes and awards.  More details and planning info to follow later this year.

Car Update - As is typical with our hobby, I had our car all set for the big June and July shows but then 
the radiator sprung a leak!  It’s funny because I thought that I had replaced everything that could 
possibly break, but of course the radiator was not on that list.  A local shop got it rebuilt in a couple of 
weeks, which was perfect because I needed the Tempest back in one piece for the Pontiac Nationals 
in Norwalk, Ohio.  You may recall that I got halfway to the Nats in 2023 when my fuel pump broke and 
the car had to get towed home. 

So, with the new radiator installed, 
off I went on the 5-hour drive from 
our home in Indianapolis toward 
Norwalk, Ohio.  And guess what, 
I made it to within 60 miles of the 
show before my (newer) fuel pump 
conked out (again).  At least this 
year, it failed at a Love’s truck stop 
(when I stopped for gas) versus last 
year when it failed on a two-lane 
country road surrounded by corn 
fields.  The tow home was a 3.5 hour ride.  Would somebody please remind me soon to upgrade to the 
premier version of AAA with extended towing mileage?

My local “car guy” determined that the pump’s pickup sock was not staying sufficiently submerged 
when my fuel level drops.  The Tempest’s gas tank has a 20-gallon capacity but it’s rather shallow in 
overall height.  An in-tank fuel pump had to be custom designed and … (story cont’d on pg 6)
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From the Prez – Honorable Mentions (cont’d from page 3)

installed but apparently there just wasn’t enough depth to maintain consistent coverage by fuel 
when gas in the tank got low.  So guess what … I’m going back to an external fuel pump once more!  I 
guess we’ll try one more run to Norwalk in 2025!

Thanks yet again for all your support of the club.  Check your newsletter and your email and our 
website for upcoming activities, events and shows and we’ll see you around the Hoosier State!

In any case, we’re looking forward to a great summer and seeing you all on the road!  
All the best, Mike Gerdes – Prez/Treasurer/Webmaster for HPOC and overall Poncho fan

Droppin’ the Clutch with the VP

Hi Gang – I’ve heard that the last couple of newsletters seemed to have 
some “weight” to them.  That’s because the number of incoming 
articles from all of you, has been great!!! In short, you guys rock!  

This third-quarter issue may be just a little bit lighter because we’re 
sort of in a lull regarding write-ups on BIG events.  You may remember 
that the BOPC event in Lebanon suffered from a rain out, but it has now 
been rescheduled to run concurrently at the Stoops BOP show in 
Plainfield on 8/10.  I’m waiting on a couple of articles regarding the 
GTO National Meet and the Hot Rod Power Tour (HRPT) from last June.  
I also look forward to hearing from folks about the POCI Nats and the Tri-Power Nats this July, and then 
we have  the Warbirds Show up in Peru and other neat events from August on.  So stay tuned.  We should 
have plenty of Poncho, Oakland and even some GMC writeups coming soon.

We have been trying to utilize our new Regional-tier Directors (RDIRs) organization to help meld HPOC 
together into more of a state-wide group.  Gary Winters and Chuck Graf kicked things off by putting  
together a “northern-tier” cruise event last April to the ACD and NATMUS in Auburn.  Weather may have 
held participation down but we still had a good time going through two top-notch car museum facilities 
and having a nice lunch together as a club.  We’ll try something again next year in our northern tier.

Our “central-tier” activity will likely center around the BOPC Show each year unless someone has a better 
idea.  As mentioned before, the BOPC and the annual Stoops events will be merged in 2024 (see flyer).  As 
a reminder to all, HPOC is in charge of organizing and running the BOPC program next year (2025), a 
responsibility we share every three years with the Buick and the Cadillac clubs.  We’re going to need 
some direct support from our gang to help make that show successful.  More info to come soon.  See you 
at Stoops in Plainfield on 8/10!

Finally, our 2024 “southern-tier” get-together is being planned around the 46th Annual Carfest & Cruz-In 
which will be held in Washington, Indiana this coming September (see flyer).  This is a LARGE program; it 
might be very fun for our HPOC folks to meet each other there.  Drop Bob Harris an email or a text with 
any questions.  

Hang on gang!  2024 is moving fast!  We hope you have a great year!!  All the best.  MH
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Editor’s Note:  I’d like to say thank you to Jim Black (editor of the “Overhead Cammers” 
newsletter), to Larry Kummer and to www.PontiacRegistry.com for allowing and supporting 
content exchanges among our Poncho-related submissions.  Since I had the pleasure of meeting 
and talking with Jim Wangers on three different occasions, the topic of “advertising strategies for 
Pontiac” remains a topic of interest for me.  Anyway, with permission, I’d like to share this first 
part (of two) regarding “The Story of PONTIAC thru Advertising”.  Hope you enjoy!  Mark H.

http://www.pontiacregistry.com/
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Bits and Pieces
Various Writeups Regarding Father’s Day 2024 

Pontiacs Shine at Regional Father’s Day Shows

CIVV Father’s Day Car Show (Jim Casassa)

The Central Indiana Vintage Vehicle club sponsored this show at Forest Park in Noblesville. 

Proceeds from the show went to The Elysian Foundation to benefit the residents of Normal Life of 

Sheridan, a home-based care program for the severely brain injured. Forest Park is a great place 

for a car show. There are lots of trees and grass, so no one has to park on hot asphalt unless they 

really want to. There is a large picnic shelter with picnic tables, The Lions Club was busy grilling 

up eats. They had music and giveaways all day long. Plenty of parking was available for 

spectators.

This show had a good mix of different types of cars and trucks. Muscle cars and street machines 

seemed to be the most numerous. There were several streetable gassers and some neat vintage 

style hot rods and a few traditional customs. One of the more popular displays was a group of 

Model T speedsters. They drew enough spectators that I was only able to get a photograph of one 

of them; and that was only from the rear. Periodically during the show, they were taking one apart 

and reassembling it. This is an event I want to attend with my car next year. JC

Noblesville Father’s Day Car Show (Bill Sanders)

Celebrating Father’s Day with my 

grandson Caleb Sanders:

1st pic - Age 5 (2014) and

2nd pic - Age 15 (2024)

(More stories cont’d on pg 16)
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Bits and Pieces (con’t)
Various Writeups Regarding Father’s Day 2024 

“Sunday in the Park” - Kokomo Father’s Day Event (Mark Henderson)

Father’s Day 2024 was a nice sunny day in Kokomo, mostly cloud free and perhaps a bit 

on the warm side but an occasional light breeze helped to keep things fairly comfortable.  

Sandy and I did not take the Grand Prix to Highland Park because we had some other 

stops to make that day, but we did drive over just to stroll around and see what cars (and 

trucks) were on display.  According to show organizers Dan Fawcett and Jeff Shively, 

there were 406 vehicles registered and parked out on the grounds, or maybe I should use 

the word “packed” rather than parked because Highland Park was virtually full.  Wow!

Proceeds from the car show will directly benefit 

the operating fund for the new Kokomo Auto-

motive Museum, which will be part of the 

upcoming Hilton Garden Inn and Conference 

Center.  The complex is planned to be built in 

downtown Kokomo, opening circa 2026 or soon 

thereafter.  An opening date for the museum 

remains TBD with more details yet to come.

Perhaps HPOC could consider a good showing at this event next year.  I’m certain the 

Kokomo Automotive Museum planners would appreciate the effort and the donations.  MH

Rendering of a brand new Hilton Garden Inn and 
Conference Center which will include a brand new 
Automotive Museum
(opens circa 2026)
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From the Driver’s Seat:

Hi Gang – July is over, August is next, and then 
comes autumn, my favorite season.  My hope is 
that will GP will hold together well enough to 
make it to the Stoops BOP show and back on 
8/10.  I’m looking forward to seeing a bunch of 
you there too since this show is meant to replace 
the BOPC program that was rained out on 6/1.  
Let’s all keep our fingers crossed, and would 
someone out there please bribe the weatherman? 
If anyone from the Kokomo area or nearby would 
like to convoy down to Plainfield with me on 8/10, 
then please get in touch … my contact info is on the last page of this newsletter.

HPOC has another new member!!  Mark Pataluch from Rolling Prairie, Indiana, has joined the club.  
He owns 3 different Grand Prixs, a black 1970 4-speed, a silver 1977 automatic, and black over red 
1977 that he converted into a 4-speed bullet.  He just took his ’70 4-speed car to Norwalk and came 
back with a well earned trophy.  By the way, Mark is also a member of the Grand Prix Chapter of 
POCI.  I don’t know where or how he got that banner but I want one just like it that says “Hoosier 
Pontiac Oakland Club”.

Our ‘69 GP still has some minor but annoying “bugs” remaining … c'est la vie.  You’ve probably heard 
more than enough grousing from me regarding challenges we’ve faced while trying to get the EFI up 
and running properly, but then the power windows were an issue due to bad (new) motors and in-
car grounding, and the power lines to the A/C compressor had bad contacts and poor ground 
returns, and now we’re fighting a blower motor that doesn’t want to run reliably (we’ve already 
addressed a grounding issue there too).  Other than installing and calibrating the new EFI, these 
other issues plaguing our 55 year old car seem to have a common theme, i.e. degraded electrical 
systems, aged connections and poor electrical returns to battery ground.  So if your vehicle seems to 
have a few electrical gremlins of its own, you might take some extra time initially to investigate all 
relevant electrical wires, cables, connectors, contacts and  especially any related grounds or return 
paths that the schematics say should exist.  However, if no electricity seems to be involved and it’s 
only “plumbing” that moves some needed pneumatic or hydraulic materials around or purely 
mechanical stuff needed to make the car pounce, then don’t worry; just find somebody else much 
more knowledgeable than I am to talk about those kinds of things to help you get the job done right.

Anyway, I hope your vehicle is running perfectly, but if not then check all your grounds and enjoy 
some summer fun.  Go Exercise your  Go Pedal!  MH
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Old School Stuff: Compression Testing

I went thru some of our old newsletter records and came up with this little article.  It was apparently printed in a past 
issue of “Chiefly Pontiac”, long, long ago.  Still this is pertinent stuff for anyone who wants to explore the inner health of 
their internal combustion engine (or ICE).

I enjoyed reading thru it and a copy is now in my “how to fix it” notebook.  The writeup is only a couple of pages long.  
And yes I now have a compression tester.  Maybe I’ll get to use it someday.   Enjoy.  Mark H.
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Pontiac Museums – Now there are TWO of them.  Enjoy!!!
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For Sale:  1932 Pontiac V8 Sport Coupe

• Fully restored, professionally maintained
• Lovingly driven and enjoyed
• Multiple award-winner including national level recognition
• Multiple wins in class at annual Newport Hill Climb events
• Asking $120K OBO, Sale includes enclosed trailer and 60+ years of documentation
• Offered by Larry Shepherd, Lebanon, IN.  Please call 765-482-1452 with any questions

Wanted and/or For Sale:  Don’t forget – Ads in Chiefly Pontiac are a free benefit for HPOC members

For Sale:  1970 Pontiac Bonneville Convertible

• I'm going to put my yellow '70' Pontiac Bonneville 
Convertible up for sale, many reasons, including 
our age and commitments to family.  

• The car runs great, drives great, and has 4 new 
tires and shocks 

• The top is very good and works well. 
• It was a one owner and has 91,000 miles or so. 
• I knew the original owners. 
• It needs the A/C worked on (we never use it) and the fuel 

gauge does not work.
• I'm thinking a firm $10,500. Please call 812-243-1932  if you 

are interested or have any questions. Thanks, Bill Thiel
• Email is Poetranger234@hotmail.com
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New Members:
Please mail your registration form and dues check (made out to HPOC ) to: Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, Brownsburg, IN 46112

We encourage new members to also become affiliated with POCI, but to join HPOC, just fill out the membership form 

below and mail it along with the necessary dues to HPOC’s interim treasurer (Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, 

Brownsburg, Indiana 46112).  Please make all dues checks payable to HPOC or Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club. 

Membership Application/Renewal Form – HPOC
The Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club, or HPOC, is an official chapter of the Pontiac-Oakland Club International (POCI).  
Chartered in January 1977, today we are truly a “Hoosier” based organization with members residing all around the 
state of Indiana as well as in other states as well.

The purpose of HPOC is to encourage the preservation and appreciation of Pontiac and Oakland automobiles.  We 
also recognize the GMC brand and invite their owners to become a part of our group.  Our goal is to provide and 
support activities aimed toward enjoyment of all of these fine vehicles.

HPOC generally holds semi-annual business meetings in the spring and in the fall (meeting locations may vary).  Here 
we solicit ideas and try to plan lots of fun events.  One example is an annual Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac (BOPC) show 
that takes place each June, which we co-sponsor with other car clubs.  We always appreciate good ideas aimed at 
enjoyment of our cars, especially family activities and getting to know more great people within the hobby.  We strive 
to make our association better and our club ever stronger over time.  

Annual membership fees are due January 1st of each new year.  Dues are just $15.00* per year OR you may pay a 
special “one-time and-you’re-done” lifetime rate of $100.00 and never pay HPOC dues again.  This covers all 
members of your family and all of your Pontiacs, Oaklands, or GMCs.  

• Membership includes a free color electronic copy of HPOC’s bi-monthly newsletter “Chiefly Pontiac”, sent to your 
email address.  NOTE:  Be sure to include your email address on the application form when you submit it.

• For those preferring their newsletters in hardcopy form, a black & white paper version is available to be mailed 
directly to your home. However, there is an extra $5.00 annual charge for receiving hardcopies so please add 
the $5.00 extra fee to your annual dues.  

• As an added benefit, all HPOC members may advertise free in our newsletter, for whole cars, parts, services, etc.  

Mail your registration form & dues check (made out to HPOC) to: Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, Brownsburg, IN 46112

2024 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or RENEWAL:  HOOSIER PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB
Check which category applies:  ___ Annual membership with electronic newsletters ($15),  or
                                                  ___ Annual membership with  USPS-mailed newsletters ($20), or  
                                                  ___  Lifetime membership ($100) – one time payment
NAME: _______________________________________________            What Pontiacs, Oaklands and/or GMCs do you own?

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________ ____________________________________

CITY: _________________________________________________ ____________________________________

STATE: _____________________________  ZIP: ______________ ____________________________________

HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ ____________________________________

CELL PHONE: ___________________________________________ ____________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________________________ POCI # (if avail) ________________________ 
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For even more show and event info, 
look to the Old Cars Only website at:  
Indiana Car Shows (oldcarsonly.com)
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To contact your club officers:

PREZ: MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722
mgerdes737@gmail.com

V. PREZ:  MARK HENDERSON,  765-438-3322
doodle1701@gmail.com

SECRETARY:  JIM CASASSA. 317-445-8000
jacasassa@att.net

TREAS: MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722 
mgerdes737@gmail.com

EDITOR:  MARK HENDERSON,  765-438-3322
doodle1701@gmail.com

WEBMASTER:  MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722
mgerdes737@gmail.com

HPOC WEBSITE:  Hoosier Pontiac Oakland 
Club (hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com)

EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• 2024 Noblesville Weekly Cruise-In on the Square – every 
 Saturday in May thru ???

• 2024 Danville “First Friday” Cruise-In on the Square – first 
Friday of each month, May thru October

• 2024 Avon Weekly Saturday Cruise-ins at Lowes on US 36.
Starting date TBD.

• 2024 Warbird Cruise-In and Annual Car Show, 8/3/2024
Grissom Air Force Museum, Peru, IN

• 36th annual 2024 Stoops Buick/GMC Car Show, 8/10/2024
Plainfield, Indiana.  NOTE!!!  Since “BOPC” got rained out, 
all BOPC folks are invited to this show as well.  See flyer 
in the newsletter or more details.  This could be a great 
activity for HPOC to support en masse!

• 2024 Trans Am Nationals, 8/23-8/25/2024,
Fairborn, OH (see flyer included for more information)

• 2024 46th Annual Carfest & Cruz-In, 9/14-9/15/2024,
Washington, IN (see flyer included for more information).
This could be a great activity for central and southern 
HPOC members to attend en masse!

https://www.oldcarsonly.com/page/page/187285.htm
mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
mailto:doodle1701@gmail.com
mailto:jacasassa@att.net
mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
mailto:doodle1701@gmail.com
mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/
https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/
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