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Many Views of the POCI Nats
Editor’s Note:  The following writeups and photos come from several different HPOC members and 
represent different points of view of the same event, supporting a bigger and better overall picture  
than any single article could likely have provided on its own.  Thank you to each contributor for taking 
the time to summarize their experience(s) in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  Maybe this will help kickstart 
some fresh planning and  “Pontiac Excitement” regarding the 2024 POCI Nationals, to be held in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  Hope you enjoy!  MH

POCI Convention – 2023 Edition
Story and photos by Alan Mayes

The 51st POCI International Convention is now in the history books, and we of the Pontiacs of 

Tennessee chapter would like to thank everyone who attended. We hope you had as much fun as 

we did. If you didn’t make it, here are a few photos to help make your regret better (or worse; it 

could go either way). The Embassy Suites in Murfreesboro turned out to be a great venue, easy to 

get to and close enough to restaurants and interesting Middle Tennessee sites to serve as a great 

base camp.

Besides the dazzling array of beautiful Pontiacs, Oaklands, and GMCs …  (story cont. on page 2) 
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POCI Convention – 2023 Edition …  (story continued from page 1)

participants were treated to several good 

seminars. There was also an excellent  

swap meet, and the Chapter Night and 

Awards banquets were well-attended. 

They actually sold out, so there was some 

buying and selling of a few unneeded extra 

tickets.  Smoke Signals columnist Dimitrie 

Toth held court and always had a small crowd 

around him.

Next year’s POCI Convention will be held 

July 15-20 in Springdale, Arkansas, which is 

the Ozarks. Hotel reservations can be made 

starting July 16, 2023. AM
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Taking Our ‘46 to the ’23
Story and photos by Gary and Pam Winters

Hi all!  We drove the ‘46 to the POCI con-

vention at Murfreesboro for the popular vote 

event this year.  To help guide us along the 

way, we asked good ol’ Google Maps to find 

us some nice highways without too many 

interstates, then we headed out from Fort 

Wayne on Wednesday. We had to put up 

with the awful haze from the Canadian fires, 

and it was pretty thick all the way through 

to our first overnight stop in Salem, Indiana.

Heading out on Thursday, there was some 

possibility of rain. The Canadian haze was 

still visible all the way into Kentucky.  We 

were really enjoying our two lane adventures 

and continued onward towards Murfreesboro 

when ‘heat lightning’ began to appear up 

ahead. It looked kinda cool in the distance.

We ended up in a tremendous downpour for 

the last couple of hours of the trip.  Lightning 

and thunder were nearly simultaneous over 

many, many miles.  No kidding, there was 

no counting required … it was like “1 Missis-

sippi” and then BAMMM!!  The wife, the wipers and the Pontiac did not flinch that I know 

of, but I was kept pretty busy focusing on the drive though the heavy weather.  Eventually 

though, we made it to the host hotel and got checked in, safe, sound and dry.  
 

Our Pontiac received ‘runner up’ in our class ('38 - ‘48) in the popular voting program.  In 

addition, a friend of ours (Ralph Hamilton from Ohio) won a similar award.  GW
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2023 Pontiac Nationals
Story by Robert Harris, photo from Louisville Pontiac Club newsletter

This year’s 2023 Nationals are over.  Now it is time to begin preparing for the 2024 Nationals 
in Arkansas and then the 2025 Nationals are going to be in Louisville, Kentucky.  My wife and I 
have enjoyed going to twelve national programs so far, occasionally even volunteering onsite 
to help where we can.  These are great events and quite fun to participate in, anyway we can.

This year, 14 members from our Louisville Club attended.  Rick and Lisa Kaiser, and I, won ‘Best 
of Show’ awards.  I also won a ‘Golden Award’ with our 1972 Pontiac GrandVille convertible. 
Nick Parker and his wife, Nancy, won ‘Most Popular’ with their 1964 GTO.  Gib Vance was also 
in attendance, representing both the Louisville Club and HPOC. 

Like Gib, we are now members of both the Louisville Chapter and the Hoosier Pontiac Oakland 
Chapter of POCI.  We look forward to getting to meet our new friends in Indianapolis and 
other places around Indiana. 

Beyond the GrandVille and our ‘88 Fiero, we also own a 1927 REO.  It is a driver, not really a 
show car yet, but we enjoy driving it mostly to local events such as Harvest Homecoming and 
Floyd County’s 4th of July program.   

FYI, the next shows on our calendar are the 40th Anniversary National Fiero Show in Pontiac, 
Michigan (July 12-16) and the National Oldsmobile Show in Dayton, Ohio (August 8-12).   

We look forward to meeting you all soon.  Best regards, Robert Harris

Robert Harris won Gold Senior in the Survivor Class 
with his beautiful 1972 GrandVille Convertible
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Enjoying the 51st Annual POCI International Convention

Story and photos by Gib Vance

The 2023 Pontiac-Oakland Club International held its convention June 23rd – July 1st  in 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The host chapter this year was ‘Pontiacs of Tennessee’. These 

folks were easy to spot in and around the host hotel of the Embassy Suites Hotel and 

Conference Center with their brightly colored t-shirts with Event Staff across the back. 

The host hotel was also the location of both the Points Judged and Popular Vote shows. 

The Points Judged show was on Friday and the Popular Vote show on Saturday with 

several Points Judged vehicles on display Saturday. 

Cindy and I (along with our 1970 LeMans Sport Restomod) arrived on Thursday and were 

met with hot and humid conditions with heat indexes of 100 – 110 degrees forecast each 

day.  Of course this brought in a high percentage of rain and storm chances as well.  We 

were actually able to get registered (someone, aka me, forgot to send my packet in before 

the deadline), unloaded the LeMans and made it through tech inspection, had the car’s 

picture taken and reloaded it back in the trailer just before a daily afternoon storm let 

loose.  Having a mobile garage (also known as the enclosed car trailer) was very nice and 

eased my worries about any hail.  We met up with good friends Rick (President of the 

Louisville Pontiac Club) and Lisa Kaiser , and while we arrived too late to do much 

sightseeing, we did catch a seminar featuring Stacy David.  You might recognize his name 

if you used to watch Trucks! and/or maybe even his current show GearZ.  He graciously 

offered some background on his show and also the Nashville music scene.  If you are 

familiar at all with GearZ, you have probably seen Stacy pick up a guitar a time or two.  

He is an accomplished professional musician and a self-proclaimed “Pontiac Guy” who 

announced that one of his all-time favorite cars is a Brewster Green 1973 Tran Am (which 

the aforementioned Rick Kaiser just happens to own.)  

In addition, Dimitrie Toth (Smoke Signals Column Contributor, e.g. “In the Shadows of 

Pontiac”) was on hand and could be seen each day sitting at a table surrounded by a 

crowd, sharing stories and answering questions about all the things he has seen and done 

during his 52-year tenure with General Motors, most of those at the Pontiac home plant. 

Thursday night was the POCI Chapter Night Banquet. I had …  (story cont. on page 6)

Timeless, inspired designs with clean aerodynamic lines combined with attractive sporty looks - 
It doesn’t matter what year a Poncho is -  each car generates its own level of Pontiac excitement.
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Enjoying the 51st Annual POCI International Convention … (story cont’d from page 5)

not purchased tickets for the dinner (this would have had to be done with the submission 

of my registration packet), so we waited until dinner was over and then grabbed some 

seats in the back.  I was able to find my way to the front when Hoosier Pontiac Club’s very 

own Mark Henderson was awarded the Certificate of Recognition and Appreciation for an 

outstanding 13 years as Newsletter Editor!  Thank you so very much for not only the 

excellent newsletter, but for all you do for HPOC!

Points Judged vehicles were out for display and judging on Friday and the forecasted heat 

index was unfortunately becoming a reality.  One positive is that despite the show fields 

being held in the hotel parking lot, there were actually quite a few spots in and around the 

perimeter that offered some decent shade.  Friday afternoon once again, brought storms, 

thankfully nothing like what the GTO folks were experienced during their convention.  One 

of the more memorable vehicles parked in the Points-Judged area was a 1959 Pontiac 

Bonneville Pickup. No, I wasn’t drinking; this Bonneville started life as a station wagon and 

was obviously highly modified into the pickup. Even the wheels, which appear as 8-lugs 

were actually made by the owner. This vehicle was amazing! There was also a 1967 

Firebird Convertible with its VIN proudly displayed as the 5th Firebird produced. 

Sitting side-by-side and adding to the narrative that wagons are cool were 1963 and 1964 

Catalina’s, the ’64 sporting an LS swap.

Saturday was again hot and muggy as I pulled the LeMans out of the trailer and into a 

parking spot in the 1965 – 1975 Modified Class which pretty much consisted of anything 

meeting the modified criteria except GTO.  Even though GTO had their own class, we still 

ended up with a 1970 GTO sporting an LS swap. These mistakes normally would be 

corrected during the Tech Inspection process and during the protest period.  While I find it 

slightly annoying, it certainly doesn’t move the needle enough for me to bring it up during 

the protest period.  You know what you are getting into when competing in Popular Vote. 

Marlene Peterson had her 2002 Trans Am and walked away with an Outstanding award in 

her class.  Gary Winters brought their family’s ’46 Streamliner …  (story cont. on page 7)



7

Enjoying the 51st Annual POCI International Convention … (story cont’d from page 6)

and received an Outstanding award.  The Lentz’s were on hand; they brought their 1919 

Oakland and took home a Junior Gold award.  I even heard that Alan Mayes might have 

been out there too, walking around and enjoying the show.  Please let me know if I missed 

anybody else from HPOC who was in attendance.

I am not sure of the official number of cars, but attendance seemed a bit low; I would 

estimate around 250 – 275 vehicles. The Popular Vote form had you vote on 5 classes.  I 

made it a point to only vote on classes with more than three cars since each car in a class 

with three or fewer cars were going to get an award automatically. This actually proved to 

be difficult as not that many classes contained more than three cars.

Some overall thoughts … despite the weather and the moderate turnout, there were some 

very, very nice vehicles at the event.  Unfortunately, the primary trailer parking area was 

lost.  This left trailer parking a real mess while trying to use part of the hotel parking lot.  

On a positive note, I have never seen so many Safari’s at one location.  I believe there 

was somewhere around 7 or 8 Safari’s, really cool.  While walking through the vendor 

area, I came upon a plain Jane 1972 LeMans Sedan.  Closer inspection revealed a 

reported 1 of 5 built with a 455 HO and 4-speed.  Not sure what it was doing there as I 

never did see it on the show field and there was no for sale sign visible.  

The 2024 POCI Convention will be held in Springdale, Arkansas.  Furthermore (and not to 

undersell the 2024 event in any way), it is also no secret that the 2025 POCI Convention 

will take place in our own “backyard” of Louisville, Kentucky.  That show will be held at the 

very same venue as the 2015 program and will held be INSIDE!!!!  Hopefully our HPOC 

members will use “2024” as a warm-up event to ensure that everything is running properly  

and is sparkling clean, and then make the trek south in 2025 to say “hello again” in 

Louisville!  All the best!  GV
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A Couple More Tidbits Regarding the 2023 Convention

(Photos courtesy of recent issues of Smokes Signals)

I scanned through the last two issues of Smokes and discovered some HPOC members’ 

rides.  The September issue included the “Popular Vote” summary; see HPOC-related 

pics below:

In addition, the Smoke Signal’s cover car this month (The Blue Max NASCAR Sportsman 

1975 Ventura) belongs to a friend of mine, Dr. Keith Vrabec, who resides in northern 

Georgia.  This unique car was at the Convention and may have been noticed by some of 

our HPOC attendees. 

Keith and I are acquainted through a mutual admiration of the 1969 Pontiac Grand Prixs.  

However, at some point in his life, Keith took a significant “right turn” and got into 

recovering and then restoring old stock cars, which also included one of the very few and 

extremely rare 1969 Grand Prix race cars.  That stocker once belonged to Roy Tyner and 

has a significant tale of its own.  Look to the October 2017 issue of Smoke Signals for 

more info about this historic GP race car.  MH
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A Couple More Tidbits Regarding the 2023 Convention

The October issue of Smoke Signals showed up in the mail and even more HPOC 

members’ rides were included, this time in the “Points-Judged Vehicles” section.  Debby 

and Kenny Lentz even got a full-page spread with one of their Oaklands.  See below …  

Congrats to all for their impressive wins!!

September 2023 issue of Smoke Signals October 2023 issue of Smoke Signals
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 To Our Very Good Friend Larry Shepherd

On July 31st, 2023, HPOC, ETC and POCI lost “one of the very good ones”.  After an extended  
illness, Larry Shepherd passed away that day.  He was preceded in death by his lovely wife of 65 
years (Carolyn), who was also a dear friend to all of us.  Larry graduated from Lebanon High 
School in 1950, served in the US Army during the Korean War, became an aircraft machinist by 
trade and automotive machinist for fun.  In his “spare time”,  Larry rebuilt his 1932 Pontiac V8 
from scratch, instilling several secret improvements inside the motor which added considerable 
power and durability.  Not only did his ‘32 place and/or win awards in nearly every show it was 
entered in, but the car was a frequent winner in the annual Newport Hill Climb events each fall.  
Larry was friendly, kind and approachable, and always willing to help and advise others as needed 
in “Antique Autoland”.

I wanted to include a few photos of Larry and Carolyn and the ‘32 over times past.  In addition, 
the following six pages contain a reprint of an article set in the October 2006 issue of Hemmings 
Classic Car.  MH
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Editor’s Note:  My thanks to Hemmings Motor News and to the Hemmings Classic Car magazine 
for allowing HPOC to reprint this article on Larry Shepherd from the October 2006 issue of HCC.
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Some say that Larry could do no wrong with Carolyn
by his side … They just might have been right.

An Ode to Our Good Shepherds
By Hank and Linda Hankinson

Editor’s note:  This story was originally published in Jan/Feb 2017 issue of “Chiefly Pontiac”. Some 

minor time-related touch-ups have now been included to help bring the content more current.

Wherever you go in Pontiac land east of the Mississippi River, Larry and his wife Carolyn have probably been 

there and done that. Since Larry bought his ’32 “Eight” in 1959, perfection has been an ongoing work in 

progress. He took the car to the Newport Hill Climb for 4 years before any restoration efforts became serious. 

The way Carolyn told it, she finally gave Larry an ultimatum, “Either restore it or get rid of it”.

You have all seen the evidence of his work where he made many parts in his own shop and painstakingly 

assembled a perennial show winner.  But maybe you didn’t know that Larry is a lifelong resident of Boone 

County, living a few miles west of Lebanon. After graduation from Lebanon High School, he served in the 

National Guard and then entered the US Army, reporting to Aberdine Proving Ground for boot camp and then 

attending machinist and leadership schools. He spent time in Korea before being discharged in 1955. (Thank 

you for your service Larry!)

Carolyn lived in Boone County until 9th grade when her family moved to Oolitic. She lived there until 

graduation from high school when she moved back to Lebanon to care for a grandmother who had a stroke. 

She also worked at Montgomery Ward in the catalog department. Larry often shopped in the Tire Department 

at Ward’s (which happened to be next to the catalog department).  They had known each other previously 

since Carolyn and Larry’s brother were in the same grade, but a new interest was kindled and led to marriage 

in 1956. Larry and Carolyn have four sons, one of whom has shared his interest in the machinist trade.  They 

also had 5 living grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. They were active in the Masonic Lodge and Eastern 

Star for over 50 years, serving in many offices and receiving many service awards. Carolyn was a Secretary of 

Eastern Star but thought she might miss the computer they provide once she retired because she really liked 

to play Spider Solitaire on it.

Larry was raised on a farm and also helped another farmer for 30+ years.  He was employed at Indiana Gear 

Works for 34 years and became skilled at operating a variety of machinery.  This eventually led to establishing 

his own personal shop and he was frequently called upon to help repair other people’s equipment. 

After marriage Carolyn worked part time at an upholstery shop, a nursing home, and as a babysitter. She kept 

busy canning/freezing fruits and vegetables and making delicious jellies and …  (story cont. on page 18) 



An Ode to Our Good Shepherds … (story cont’d from page 17

jams.  Being an all-around nice guy, Larry got Carolyn a Bostin Terrier for Christmas one year.  That led to the 

couple raising English Bull Dogs and they sold two litters over the years.

After finding out how truly rare his ’32 Pontiac Sport Coupe was, Larry consulted catalogs to find the design 

specs for needed parts (which he then made).  He was able to discover a paper trail for his car all the way back 

to its humble beginnings.  He talked to all of the previous owners except for two (the original owner was 

actually murdered way back when).  The car has always been in central Indiana. It was built to be an Oakland 

V8, but GM pulled the plug on Oakland Motor Car Company due to declining sales during the Great 

Depression and it was rebranded as a Pontiac (Oakland’s lower-priced companion vehicle, like Cadillac was to 

LaSalle).  Larry’s car has been featured in Hemmings Classic Car Magazine and is an AACA Junior and Senior 

award winner.  He also recently won ‘Best in Class’ and ‘Best of Show’ at the POCI convention in Bettendorf, 

Iowa.  However, Larry and his Pontiac were always at their very best at the annual Newport, Indiana Hill Climb. 

In 2017, Larry won second in class at the Hill Climb and ‘Best Coupe’ in the show.

Did we mention that Larry was also active in two antique tractor clubs?  He had four John Deere tractors and 

some are antique. They said they were retired, but honestly, we’re not quite sure!  Hank and Linda H
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From the Prez – Honorable Mentions

What an amazing year for HPOC with new members and changes 
throughout our club.  Thank you to everyone that participated in the 
shows and events, it was wonderful seeing folks out and about with 
their cars.

Now that Fall is upon us, it’s a great time to look at the year in 
review.  Your officer group has changed as former officers moved or 
“retired” from service.  My special thanks to Jim Casassa and Mark 
Henderson for moving into leadership roles with the club.  I 
appreciate them both and all they are doing to support and promote 
our club.  Without folks like them, there would be no club at all.

We had a few bylaw changes that we discussed in the last newsletter that will help us run the club 
more efficiently in the future.  We’ve also decided to discontinue sales of our club items as well.  
The treasury is in good shape, so we have the funds needed in reserve for events in the future.

One of the proudest accomplishments for the year must be our membership drive and the 
increased participation of our members.  When the year started, our members rides section of 
the website only had a few cars and bios on it.  Now, we have well over 40 member rides and bios 
on the site.  It’s fun looking at the photos and learning about our members, so thank you to 
everyone that sent in pictures and stories.  It really brings the club together!  And again, welcome 
to our newest members to the group!  Thank you for joining us!

As Mark has mentioned in emails and news articles, one challenge is that we are a statewide club.  
We’ll try to organize and promote events all over the state, so please help us by letting us know 
about events or shows you’re planning on attending so we can share with the club and have get 
togethers as possible.

As we enter the Fall and Winter season and we start spending more time tinkering with our cars 
rather than driving them, please share any fun stories or suggestions on your projects.  We’ve had 
an ongoing story, or maybe saga is a better term, on Gib, Mark and me installing the Holly Sniper 
EFI systems on our cars.  It’s been fun to compare notes, and we still are as the system has proven 
to be more complex than we thought!  We’d enjoy hearing about your adventures as well!

Speaking of that, on a personal note, the Tempest is up and running after the breakdown on the 
way to the Ames Performance Nationals in Norwalk.  A new fuel pump and many adjustments to 
the Sniper EFI have led to fun drives that Marilee and I have enjoyed.  

Have a wonderful Holiday Season ahead and thank you all again for your participation and interest 
in the club.  I am excited about the future and looking forward to great events and get togethers 
next year!  

We’ll see you on the road!  Thanks again!!  Mike
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Droppin’ the Clutch with the VP

Hi Gang!!  We’re entering the final stretch for the year.  The 
weather lately has been darn near perfect for taking our rides 
out and spending some time in the fresh autumn air.  I’m sure
people will begin their normal storage routines soon but for 
now, if you can drive ‘em a few more days then try to go for 
it and enjoy yourselves.  It might be time very well spent.

We really proud of HPOC’s recent growth.  Our membership 
roll call had been trending toward folks being, ummm, more
“well seasoned”, but now that the club is in growth mode,  
the age range within HPOC is spreading out again.  The 
majority of our members live north of a line extending from Terre Haute through Richmond, but 
we have several people who reside in southern Indiana as well as a few stragglers who even live 
outside our state boundaries.  They may have retired from Indiana and moved elsewhere, but 
we’re going to grandfather them in under whatever club by-law that we deem appropriate.  
Regardless of residence, a general assumption about joining any club is that members should  
contribute at least a bit to a simple set of central goals and hopefully get to see and visit with 
each other on occasion in a spirit of fun, comradery, common interests (and cars).

Now that we’ve got some more “gas in our tank” and our critical mass (i.e. number of members) 
is in healthier condition, we hope to continue growing and moving forward.  Ergo, we still need a 
good roadmap/plan for the club and some of your individual help to make it fly.  Here’s a thought 
about how we’d like to proceed during the balance of 2023:

May we have at least one volunteer from the “northern tier” and one from the “southern tier” of 
Indiana?  The club VP (i.e. me) will be responsible to cover our “central tier”.   No hard and fast 
boundaries are implied.  We’d like these “Tier Leaders” to:

• Proactively watch for interesting activities within their part of the state and then send relevant 
information to HPOC’s Editor to communicate to the overall club.  

• Work directly with the Prez on occasion to help gather thoughts and ideas from the club, then 
help brainstorm and set “goals” for the club on a statewide basis.

• Touch base occasionally with HPOC members who live within their respective regions …  Is 
everybody doing OK?  Any concerns we can help with?  Is there anything urgent that the club 
should know about?  In other words, help us understand the “health and needs” of the club.

• Finally, help look for opportunities to try to actually get club members together, for meetings 
as needed, for picnics or dinners or celebrations as desired and possible, etc.  Perhaps these 
get-togethers might also tie in around other events to for convenience.

WILL ANYBODY PLEASE STEP UP TO THE PLATE HERE?  If you have any related thoughts, Mike and 
I look forward to hearing from you ASAP , especially before the end of 2023.  And by the way, I 
want to wish each of you and your families the very best for safe and wonderful holidays ahead!  
Let’s be thankful for everything we’ve been blessed with and share those blessings with others 
as well.   Mark H
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Jim Casassa’s Report – Written Wisdoms

I have been a member of HPOC since 2019.  Earlier this year, I 

agreed to fill the then vacant office of the club secretary for at 

least 2 years.  At this point I’m still working to get a handle on all 

the duties of that position. So far, I have reported the minutes of 

an officer’s meeting and taken over from Mark Henderson the 

task of keeping an up-to-date roster. During the past year, 

HPOC has added several new members.  The chapter officers 

are committed to making membership in the chapter more fun 

and more appealing.

To that end, the officers are seeking your help and input on how 

to make the chapter better.  We currently have an outstanding 

newsletter and a great web site that allows members to share information about themselves and their 

Pontiac(s). These are good tools but for many of us they are not a complete substitute for personal 

contact.  Chapter members are spread throughout the state of Indiana and even beyond, so we 

recognize having all chapter members meet in one place is probably not too feasible.  An alternative is 

trying to designate a few (or several) car shows each year where we can have a strong showing of 

Pontiacs and Oaklands and become better acquainted with other chapter members across “regions” of 

Indiana (for example, perhaps a northern tier, a central tier and a southern tier of the Hoosier state but 

with no hard boundaries involved).

Here’s where we need your input.  What interesting car shows or maybe even other cool events 

happen  in your part of the state that you like to go to personally, and so maybe even as a group?

• Please pass along suggestions and/or whatever information you have regarding events that you 

personally like to attend. 

• If you have a flyer, please make sure that you send a scanned copy and/or a hardcopy to our 

newsletter editor. 

• We want to pick some shows and places that would appeal to chapter members and if possible, we 

will try to make it so some of the officers can be there as well.

There are two annual shows each year that specifically cater to owners of Pontiacs (and Oldsmobiles, 

and Buicks, and Cadillacs).  The first one is the annual BOPC Show is hosted each June in Lebanon, 

Indiana and this program is hosted on a rotating basis by members of clubs associated with each of 

those makes. The second one (another BOPC event) is hosted by Stoops Buick in Plainfield, Indiana, 

and usually takes place in August each year.  More info to come regarding both of these opportunities.

Another option is to create a cruise event to drive (together) to a given location.  We also get frequent 

invitations to tag along on the frequent cruises hosted by other Pontiac clubs, such as IGTOA and IFC.  

In addition, there are several towns and businesses around the state that have regular cruise-ins that 

we could attend together. One example is ‘Cammack Station’ near Muncie.  Here’s a link if you want to 

check it out: https://cammackstation.com/ . Another option might be ‘The Suds’ in Greenwood hosts 

regular cruise nights.

The cruising season is almost over for this year, but with your help we can make next year more 

memorable and enjoyable.  Remember while you’re working on your Pontiac this winter that cars are 

intended to be driven. That’s why they have wheels.  If you have some thoughts for an event-based 

meet then please touch base with Mark Henderson at doodle1701@gmail.com and he’ll help advertise 
your idea with our members across the state

Wishing you pleasant holidays ahead and we all look forward to talking with you soon!  Jim Casassa

https://cammackstation.com/
mailto:doodle1701@gmail.com


22

Injun Wars 2023 – Pontiacs on the Warpath
Story and photos by Charles Graf

Let me start by saying that a few months prior to the “Injun Wars” event, I spoke with a fellow 
enthusiast about going to the GTOAA Nats over in  Springfield, Illinois.  That individual has car(s) worthy 
of being shown.  I mentioned that the only way I would bring my ‘66 down there would be in an 
enclosed trailer and that I was  actively considering seeking to use/lease/borrow one.  He replied “Why 
would I want to bring my car there?”  I thought about saying something off the cuff but opted to keep 
my thoughts to myself.  However, my immediate thought was “What if everybody had that same kind of 
attitude?”

On August 5, 2023, a “smaller” Pontiac event was being held at the Bunker Hill Speedway in Indiana.  I 
decided that I was looking forward to it … it was close, a smaller show would be probably a little more 
intimate and the was going to be racing!  I loaded up my ‘66 GTO on my open trailer, and even though 
precipitation was in the forecast, I thought “screw it” and pulled off for the trip there.

Upon arrival at the track, I was immediately aware of how many cars there were inside the grounds.  
Lots and lots due to some sort of points race happening at the track. How cool I thought.  Unfortunately, 
there were only two Pontiacs on the show field when I arrived but I met Bill Sanders and some of the 
other IGTOA folks and they seemed super cool all the way around.  

While waiting for the racing to begin (scheduled around 1300 hours), I met an older fella from Ohio who 
had a ‘64 Tempest Custom drag car, powered by some large bore PMD Procharged mill.  The owner 
claimed that the car ran in the 9s at a tick over 140.  He further said that he  … (story cont. on page 23)



This event took place August 12, 

2023 and was hosted by the 

Central Indiana Chapter of Buick 

Club of America.  I was surprised 

to see this was the 18th Annual 

Stoops Show and hopefully HPOC 

will hear more about this program 

in all the coming years.  Still, 

HPOC was present and had three 

entries that garnered some 

significant awards.  These were :

Harold Hankins - Class A: 

Pre-war - 1st Place – 

1941 Pontiac Coupe

Kenny & Debbie Lentz - Class C:

1960-1969 -  1st Place – 

1964 Pontiac Station Wagon

Bill Harris - Class B - 1946-1959 - Best Pontiac, 1948 Pontiac Torpedo 8 Deluxe Conv’t Coupe

I was astounded but grateful to have received this recognition.  Due to some health issues and 

at my wife’s insistence, I recruited Tim Lloyd to be my pilot for the trip from down country.to this 

program.  Without Tim's assistance, I would have been hard-pressed to have made it through 

the day.  Tim also took most of the attached photos and I thank him for his extra service as well.

Please see photos on the next page of “Chiefly Pontiac”.  Let’s all keep our eyes focused and 

our ears to the rail to see and hear more about this show as it is advertised next year.

With best regards, Bill Harris     … (photos added on following page)
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Injun Wars 2023 …  (story continued from page 22)

crashed it severely earlier in the year while “going thru the lights” but he got it all put back together 
again.  I couldn’t wait to see it run.

So around noon, a couple more cars showed up but there was chatter about hail and things turning 
nasty by maybe 1400.  I made an executive decision; I wanted to stay and see how things were going to 
go but I loaded my car back on the trailer on got my behind moving on the 50 mile return trek back to 
where I store my cars. 

As soon as I got home, the rain started coming down.  An hour later, it pounded rain, and we received 
over three inches of the wet stuff over the next 6 hours.  I was glad that I jetted when I did!  Sad though, 
as it seemed like a cool venue to see some live racing at.  Maybe it won’t get washed out next year.  
Maybe I’ll come back again to see.  Until then … Peace Y’All.  Chuck

Stoops – A Second “BOPC” in 2023
Story by HPOC Roving Reporter Bill Harris, photos by Tim Lloyd
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Bill Harris’s 1948 Pontiac Torpedo 8 Deluxe Conv’t 

Coupe, with Tim Lloyd standing guard

Stoops – A Second “BOPC” in 2023 …  (continued from page 23)

Harold Hankins with his 1941 Pontiac

(one of several Ponchos in his stable)

Don Lang’s 1937 Pontiac was an absolute beaut! Gene Beck’s gorgeous 1955 Pontiac was also  

a highlight at the show.

Summer Place v.2 – 9/2/2023
Story by Jim Richardson, photos by Mark Henderson

Hi Mark, we had a wonderful time getting to host the our new show at 
Summer Place. Everybody was in a great mood.  We had a little over a 
100 excellent cars and around 482 very nice guests. The award  part of 
the show was hard (as usual) because everyone deserved a trophy. 

Folks have asked but I don’t know yet if we will have another show. 
The good news we broke even on expenses. Great seeing you, your 
wife and your beautiful Grand Prix. Best Wishes, Jim 

Editor’s note:  Thanks for the compliment Jim, but Sandy gets all the 
credit since she’s the one who enthusiastically encouraged me to go 
find our old GP and bring “her” home after 23 years.  Please see 
photos from the Summer Place Show on the following page.
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Summer Place Show host and HPOC member – 
Jim Richardson 

I asked Sandy to clean a spec of dust off the tire. 
She thought I said smile for the camera. Go figure.

The show was open to all makes, models 
and years.  Turnout was excellent!

Summer Place, v2 …  (continued from page 24)

Red Bridge Park Car Show
Story & photos by Jim Casassa & Scott Pavey

This Labor Day show is held in a nicely shaded park in 
Cicero, Indiana on the west bank of Morse Reservoir.  
The weather was wonderful and this year’s program 
drew about 220 cars +/-, ranging from a restored Ford 
Model T sedan to a large fleet of C8 Corvettes, with 
plenty of muscle and classic and custom cars filling all 
the spaces in between. 

The Pontiac brand was well represented overall (see 
photos following on page 26).  By my count there 
were perhaps 19 Pontiacs entered but I think only 
two of them belonged to HPOC members, i.e. Mike 
Gerdes and Mike Richards.  Hope to see more HPOC 
folks there next year.  Regards, Jim Casassa



26

Red Bridge Park Car Show…  (continued from page 25)

Whyte Winery Show – 9/24/2023
Story and photos by Prez Mike Gerdes and by Charles Graf

The Wine and Wheels Show was held at the Whyte Winery 

near Monticello Indiana on September 24th.  This is gene-

rally a well attended show but this year surpassed all 

previous participation records as 301 cars showed up and 

large crowds of visitors were on the grounds to see them.  

The Hoosier Pontiac Oakland Club, or HPOC, was well 

represented with Mike Richards, Chuck Graf and Mike and 

Marilee Gerdes all present.  The event welcomes all makes 

and models and the organizer does an excellent job 

managing everything to a “T”.  We all noticed the high 

quality of the cars that came to the show/  The venue 

includes the winery, a food truck and a nice picnic area with 

very pleasant music.  The lines were long but moved 

quickly, and the extremely comfortable weather contributed 

to zero complaints. … (story cont. on page 27)

Electronically fuel-injected 1963 Tempest belonging 
to HPOC Prez Mike and Mrs. Marilee Gerdes

1973 Tempest belonging to HPOC member 
Mike Richards

This stunning 1968 Firebird convertible belongs
to Marla Layman of Noblesville, IN

Jerry Ravencraft’s awesome ‘67 GTO in plum mist  is a 
national winner yet driven and enjoyed frequently
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Whyte Winery Show – 9/24/2023 (continued from page 26)

Because of the large number of show cars, it is worth noting that if you plan to attend next year, arrive early 

or at least "on time" as show spots fill up fast.  The Gerdes’s arrived an hour after opening and they found 

us a spot, but it was close.  I don't believe that they turned anyone away but early is better!  For all the 

northern-tier members of HPOC, this is definitely an annual event that you’ll want to attend.

One minor suggestion for those who come in the future is to not go crazy with your pre-show cleanup for 

this program.  In fact, you might consider going ahead and bringing your cars out “dirty” as the gravel 

driveway into the facility made for quite the dust bowl. You can touch ‘em up and get the bugs off after you 

get there, and then relax and enjoy the show. LOL.

Worth mentioning is that the event coordinator also has a Facebook page called “Tuesday Cruisers”.  They 

have a lot of fun cruises, so check it out.  All the best! MG and CG … (more pics on page 28)

Mike and Mike and Chuck and Marilee found a comfortable table in the shade to sit and relax for a spell 

Chuck Graf brought his Pontiac “whips” to let everyone enjoy them at the show, and there were no pending 
storms (like at Injun Wars) to make him want to rush home
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Whyte Winery Show – 9/24/2023 (continued from page 27)

Mike’s and Marilee’s EFI-fed ‘63 Tempest convertible made the trip up from Brownsburg, IN with no sweat

The Whyte Winery Show was open to all years, makes and models … 
it was a total class event with plenty of examples of excellent automotive diversity!

Ponchos weren’t necessarily  in the majority but the 
ones in attendance were certainly top notch!

This custom pickup truck had very clean lines mixed 
with attractive engine bay.  Not a GMC, but not bad!
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Some More “Newbies” and More Returning Members
and Now Some of the Existing Crew As Well

By Mark Henderson

The Hoosier Pontiac Oakland Club (HPOC) continues to benefit from assistance provided by the 
Pontiac Oakland Club International (POCI).  The trick was to simply to ask for help.

HPOC’s leadership had a growing concern because our membership numbers had been trending 
lower over time.  We recognized many general reasons; member age and health, waning public 
interest in older vehicles, expense of the hobby, cost of fuel to attend events, comparative costs 
to do other fun things instead, etc.  However, we refused to accept the phrase “dying out”.  It was 
time that we did something different!

POCI was a fantastic resource for support.  Our question to the ‘mother ship’ was, “May we have 
access to contact information for Hoosier-based POCI members, and in a very private and 
personal way, touch base with them to inquire if they would like to join HPOC?”  In short – It 
worked!!!  Prez Mike Gerdes has written a pair of heartfelt emails to POCI members living in 
Indiana, told them a little something special about HPOC and invited them to take part in a free 
trial membership for the balance of 2023.  We’re really pleased with the response thus far.  The 
club is on a positive trend once again.

“Phase 2”, for lack of a better term, is to improve participation and communication within HPOC.  
We need to grow first but then we need to get to know each other better.  To that end, we’ve had 
a very nice website in place for about a year now, which can be a GREAT tool for both 
communication and fairly straightforward participation, but it really had not  been used very 
much … until now.  

HPOC’s leadership has been welcoming a swarm of new members into the club.  We asked them 
to send some photos and bios to build up the Members’ Rides section of the website, and to 
update us regarding any significant shows and/or car-related events in their parts of the state.  
Then we contacted our existing members and asked them for the exact same info too.  So far, 
over 40 bios have been loaded into the website and more are on the way.  It’s actually starting to 
look like a real website now!!!

In the following pages of this issue of “Chiefly Pontiac”, we’re including even more  “newbie” 
submissions plus another ‘returnee’ write-up.  We’ll start including bios for our existing 
members in 1Q2024 issue.  We hope you enjoy getting to know each other a little better!  MH
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Revised HPOC Member Map so far After 2023 Membership Drive

HPOC Member Distribution 2
Gales
Ferry, 
CT

2

4

1

1

1

5

4

12

2

3

2

2

4

1

4

1

1

2

2

2

2

1

2
Total count as of 
Oct 21, 2023:
58 member families
91 members!!

Louisville, KY
2

22 1

2

2

3

1

2
Tullahoma,
TN

1

1

2

2

2

1
1

1

1

1

1

1



Newbies … Russ and DeAnn Berks – Kokomo, Indiana

My name is Russ Berks.  I live in Kokomo, Indiana with DeAnn, …  (story cont. on page 32) 
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Revised HPOC Member Family and Member Count After 2023 Membership Drive

Oct 30, 
2014

Jan 22, 
2019

Oct 21, 
2023

Member 
Families

40 58

Total 
Count

118 68 91

Nov 1, 2023 Membership Stats
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Russ and DeAnn Berks – Kokomo, Indiana (con’t)

my wife of 35 years, and our dog Sammy.  The vehicle I would like to introduce you to is my 1979 

Trans Am 10th Anniversary edition and I have owned her for 44 years.  Her name is ‘Theresa 

Ann’ but that is a story for another time. She has 31,000 miles on her and is as close to original 

as you are likely to find.  Her paint is all original.  She’s never had a light bulb replaced although 

but normal maintenance items like batteries, tires, belts and hoses have been tended to as 

required.  Mechanically, the only functional parts that have needed replacement thus far have 

been the A/C compressor and the fuel pump.  So far, so good!!!

Whenever we get into the T/A for a drive, it's like stepping back in time to when I first drove her 

out of the showroom doors. The factory-installed 8-track tape player and the OEM 3-speaker 

stereo may sound a bit chintzy by today's standards, but hearing our favorite tunes play through 

those original speakers combined with the muted roar of the car’s exhaust brings back wonderful 

memories from an entirely different era.  

When I first got the Trans Am as a twenty-year old kid, I never imagined that I would still be 

taking care of her 44 years later.  I originally thought that I would keep her for a year or two, like 

my other early cars; but when the first snow started fluttering down, I realized that I did not want 

to drive her in the winter.  I purchased a 1973 Cadillac Sedan DeVille to maneuver through the 

snow, salt, slush and wind, and I nicknamed the Caddy ‘Rusty’ for obvious reasons.  I really liked 

‘Rusty’ and decided to continue to use it as my daily driver for several years while ‘Theresa Ann’ 

rested in my garage, all safe and protected.  It has finally gotten to the point where my wife and I 

only take the T/A out on nice sunny days, and so she has morphed into the beautiful survivor that 

she is today.  RB

Newbie … Jon Culver– Westfield, Indiana

Hi HPOC!  My name is Jon Culver.  I live in Westfield, Indiana but I'm originally from Iowa.  I moved 

to Indiana in 1986 to work at Delco (later Delphi) as an engineer …  (story cont. on page 33) 
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Jon Culver– Westfield, Indiana (con’t)

I had several Pontiac company cars and bought my last one, a 1990 Grand Prix.  I also 

bought my second Pontiac that year, a 1970 Lemans Sport convertible. It was a highly 

optioned car but had a Chevy 6-cylinder (first year that it wasn't the OHC Pontiac six). 

The car had been through several repaints before I found it and had some rust, but since 

it was a convertible, it was worth putting some work into and is still a lot of fun. I still have 

it though it has morphed into a GTO clone. It now has a Dave Himes 455 with a 700R4 

transmission installed about 20 years ago.  A lot of sheet metal was replaced and it was 

painted Carousel Red 20 years ago.  Four years ago I upgraded the suspension with 

UMI control arms front and rear and Viking double-adjustable shocks and coil overs up 

front.  I also added FiTech fuel injection and Wilwood 4 wheel disc brakes.  My other 

Pontiac is a real 1969 GTO Hardtop, now triple black with a 4-speed.  It was a deal that I 

just couldn't pass up in 2010, but it doesn't get driven very much since I enjoy driving the 

‘70 so much.  

I also am a fan of 94-96 Buick Roadmaster wagons. My ‘96 is the daily nice weather 

driver and my ‘94 is the winter beater.  Jon Culver

Newbie … Jim Morris – Columbia City, Indiana

Hi, my name is Jim Morris.  I graduated from North 

Side High School in 1965,  then went to trade school 

and became a sheet metal worker.  Over time, I 

started my own sheet metal company and was in 

business for 27 years.  I just recently sold my 

business and retired.

My love for “the GTO” started when I was 21 years 

old.  I bought a 1968 GTO with a 400ci, 366HP, 

4-speed combo.  It was just a no-frills Goat but man 

it was fast!  After retiring, I bought a 1967 GTO 

because I was really taken with the styling and the 

overall “set” of the car.  It was not a numbers-matching car. …  (story cont. on page 34)
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Jim Morris – Columbia City, Indiana (con’t)

A 1970 400ci Pontiac engine had recently been rebuilt and installed, but the engine was not 

done right.  For starters, I couldn’t even drive it very far without losing all the water in it.  

I took the ‘67 to my mechanic who pulled the engine.  After a teardown, I learned that the 

person who rebuilt the engine sleeved the #2 cylinder.  When he ground the bottom of the 

cylinder, he went too far and got into the water jacket.  His fix was “JB Weld” … not good.  In 

short, that engine was toast.  I started a search for a replacement engine and bought a 1985 

Firebird with a 455 in it.  I took the engine out and sold the body to a junk yard.  The new motor 

is at Dickmeyer Automotive Engineering … Matt Dickmeyer is going to rebuild the engine and 

expects to boost the power to somewhere north of 500hp.  That should be enough, don’t you 

think?

Stay tuned … when the ’67 is back together and running again, I’ll let you all know how she’s 

running.  In the meantime, all the best!  Jim Morris

Newbie … Greg Shepherd – Westfield, Indiana

Hello - my name is Greg Shepherd. Larry and Carolyn Shepherd were my parents. With Dad’s passing in July 2023, 

I have taken on the role of caretaker for the family’s 1932 Pontiac “Eight” Sport Coupe.  Over the years, Dad 

became well recognized for his fully restored ’32 Pontiac V8, a car that he purchased back in 1959.  It was a 

meandering work-in-progress for quite a while before any serious restoration efforts were applied.  Eventually, 

after a reasonably long wait, Mom delivered a clear ultimatum, i.e. “Either restore it or get rid of it”.  Naturally he 

decided to follow his wife’s sage direction.

Dad consulted drawings and catalogs to understand the design of any needed parts, many of which had to be 

created new from scratch. He refurbished near countless parts in his own machine shop before everything could 

be reassembled into a complete vehicle. The rebuilt V8 motor was perfectly balanced. Many friends would say “It 

may look stock on the outside but it’s sure not stock on the inside!” Many of you have seen the results of his 

beautiful handiwork.  His ‘32 is a gorgeous piece of art and a consistent winner at almost any show.

Dad did a lot of back research and found out just how rare his Pontiac really was. …  (story cont. on page 35) 
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Greg Shepherd – Westfield, Indiana (con’t)

During his investigations, he discovered a paper trail for the ‘32 that dated back to its humble beginnings.  Over 
time, he spoke with all its previous owners except for two (the original owner was actually murdered).  It turned 
out that his car was supposed to have been built as an Oakland V8 but GM pulled the plug on the Oakland Motor 
Car Company because of declining sales during the Great Depression, so it was rebranded as a Pontiac (which 
was Oakland’s lower-priced companion vehicle.)  

Dad’s ‘32 has been featured in Hemmings Classic Car magazine, in POCI’s Smoke Signals.  The car is an AACA 
Junior &amp; Senior award winner. The “Eight” was a frequent recipient of “Best in Class” awards, most recently 
at the 2016 POCI Convention in Bettendorf, Iowa.  However, if you really wanted to see Dad and his car at their 
best, you could have attended many of the past Newport Indiana Hill Climb events.  Dad won his class often at 
the Hill Climb and frequently took home the “Best Coupe” award from the show!!  

I learned a lot from Dad, going to shows together and working side-by-side. He encouraged and mentored me to 
become a great machine mechanic. His teachings have served me for well over 30 years.  It is an honor to now 
own the property now where dad grew up.  However, going through the accumulation of all his “stuff” since 
1919 has be pretty tough duty.  Luckily, I have 3 older brothers to help me out.

Today I am dating a lady who is bravely fighting breast cancer and I want to help sustain her through the fight. 

My parents gave me that kind of strength and support when I was growing up.  Together, we look forward to 

winning this battle!  All the best! Greg Shepherd

Returning Member … Don Beaton – Kokomo, Indiana

Greetings HPOC friends.  Hello to those I already know and hello as well to those I have yet to 

meet.  My name is Donald Beaton and my loving wife of almost 59 years is Gail.  We live in 

Kokomo, Indiana and have been here for 56 years.  …  (story cont. on page 36) 
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Returning Member … Don Beaton – Kokomo, Indiana (con’t)

Our first “Pontiac” was a 1929 Oakland 2-door sedan.  Its claim to fame was that it was driven to 

every car show that it ever attended over the years including five POCI conventions (remind me to 

tell you someday about going up the hill outside of Wheeling, West Virginia.)  Our longest journey 

in the Oakland was to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania for a convention.  Note that there was no separate 

firewall between the engine compartment and the area where our feet rested on the interior 

floorboards.  That trip was in mid-summer; do you know how hot the Oakland’s floor got???

Next came a 2-door two-tone green 1954 Pontiac Chieftain.  Gail liked it because the vehicle she 

previously used as a daily driver had inadequate trunk space; as you may have guessed, the 

Chieftain had a very large trunk.  We enjoyed driving it regularly as a family car and taking it on 

great trips too, including a 2400+ mile trek to yet another POCI convention. Keeping things in the 

family, after our 16-year-old goddaughter earned her driver’s license, she got to pilot the car for a 

lap around the Indy Speedway.  Several years later, that same Chieftain was used to chauffer her 

and her new husband from the church to the reception hall on their wedding day.

Our current "classic" is a 1986 Pontiac Fiero, 4-cylinder, 5-speed that admittedly needs some loving 

mechanical attention.  We bought this Poncho in South Bend.  The purchase was ok’d by Gail so 

long as I promised to help her get in and out of the car without laughing.  Well, we bought the car 

but I’m not so sure how well I’ve kept that promise.  Still, Gail has let me keep the Fiero and she’s 

still sticking with me as well, so I guess all’s well that ends well.   So far …

All the best!  Don Beaton

Welcome again to our “Newbies” and also to our 
returning members!

Next issue, we plan to print whatever more new and/or returning club 
member’s bios we receive and then start bringing out the write-ups 
about our existing members.  All that and more in the 1Q2024 issue, 

due out 2/1/2024.  Stay tuned!!  
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From the Driver’s Seat:

First question, when does “E” (or “Empty”) really 
mean empty?  If you ever change out a gas tank 
and/or maybe a fuel level sending unit, then you 
know this could be an interesting question to 
know the answer too.  In the case of the GP, 
after lots of hours of tweaking and testing the 
(now not so new) EFI, I finally looked at the gas 
gauge and decided it was time to add some fuel 
to the tank.  I was back out the driveway and the 
engine started sputtering and loosing power 
noticeably.  Yep, you guessed it and much to my 
embarrassment, I was out of gas, literally.  Of 
course the neighbors heard and saw everything;
I’m starting to build up quite a reputation around 
our block.  Anyway, reading “Full” or “Mid-tank” 
has also been eazy-peazy and now I know what 
“Empty” looks like too.  Could we re-calibrate things a little better there?  Probably.  Am I going to 
worry about it a whole lot right now?  Probably not.  I’ll just make sure that I never go lower that 
“quarter-tank” if I’m headed to or from a show.  Yeah, that’ll work, right?

One of most satisfying things about working with the club members this year has been the opportunity 
to get to know everybody, at least by phone.  Several of our new folks are already stepping up to the 
plate.  While they’re strolling around enjoying each event, they’re  snapping some pics and forwarding 
them to me (along with a short write-up) to use in the newsletter.  If you would ask them, it typically 
wasn’t a big deal timewise and yet everybody gets to hear and see a little part of each experience.  In 
particular, I want to thank Gary Winters, Robert Harris, Alan Mayes, Bill Sanders, Mike Gerdes, Jeff 
Cleland, Charles Graf, Jim Richardson, Jim Casassa, Scott Pavey and others this time around for helping 
make this newsletter a bit more entertaining and a lot more informative.

At the beginning of the year, we had a website Hoosier Pontiac Oakland Club (hoosierpontiac-
oaklandclub.com) but it was a tad bit empty.  Do you remember that old adage “Nature abhors a 
vacuum”?  Well as of this morning we’ve got 43 entries in the “Member Rides” and people have been 
providing very good suggestions for shows to include in the “Events” section.  The website got a good 
kick in the pants this year.  Thanks to all of you who have helped in that regard.

OK, that all good news, but this last item still needs an answer from all of you, or at least a majority.  
Heck, I’d settle for at least one answer, because so far I’ve gotten zilch response.   Can we please 
hear back from you regarding the following two question?  Please send responses back to me.

• Question #1:  May we have our membership’s permission to create a member’s list for club use?  
That’s a YES or NO answer.

• Question #2:  For added privacy, is it OK for us to distribute this information as a small booklet, 
sent only to HPOC members at their home mailing address? That’s another YES or NO answer.

To wrap up for calendar year 2023, I want to say thank you to everyone in the club and their families 
for their friendship and support.  No matter what holidays you celebrate or your individual beliefs, 

we’ve got so much to be thankful for overall.  Happy Thanksgiving!  Happy Hannukah!  Merry 
Christmas!  Happy New Year!!  Enjoy your classic Pontiacs whenever you can and Go Exercise the 
Go Pedal !!!  All the best, MH

The new “empty”

https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/
https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/
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2024 Reg Form Combined.pdf 
(gtoaameet.org)

https://www.gtoaameet.org/Images/Documents/2024%20Reg%20Form%20Combined.pdf
https://www.gtoaameet.org/Images/Documents/2024%20Reg%20Form%20Combined.pdf
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For Sale:  1932 Pontiac V8 Sport Coupe

• Fully restored, professionally maintained
• Lovingly driven and enjoyed
• Multiple award-winner including national level recognition
• Multiple wins in class at annual Newport Hill Climb events
• Asking $120K OBO, Sale includes enclosed trailer and 60+ years of documentation
• Offered by Greg Shepherd, Lebanon, IN.  Please call 765-336-1367 with any questions

Wanted and/or For Sale:  Don’t forget – Ads in Chiefly Pontiac are a free benefit for HPOC members

For Sale:  1970 Pontiac Bonneville Convertible

• I'm going to put my yellow '70' Pontiac Bonneville 
Convertible up for sale, many reasons, including our 
age and commitments to family.  

• The car runs great, drives great, and has 4 new tires 
and shocks 

• The top is very good and works well. 
• It was a one owner and has 91,000 miles or so. 
• I knew the original owners. 
• It needs the A/C worked on (we never use it) and the fuel 

gauge does not work.
• I'm thinking a firm $10,500.  Please call at 812-243-1932  if 

you are interested or have any questions.  Thanks, Bill Thiel
• Email is Poetranger234@hotmail.com
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New Members:
Please mail your registration form and dues check (made out to HPOC ) to: Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, Brownsburg, IN 46112

We encourage new members to also become affiliated with POCI, but to join HPOC, just fill out the membership form 

below and mail it along with the necessary dues to HPOC’s interim treasurer (Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, 

Brownsburg, Indiana 46112).  Please make all dues checks payable to HPOC or Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club. 

Membership Application – The Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club

The Hoosier Pontiac-Oakland Club, or HPOC, is an official chapter of the Pontiac-Oakland Club International (POCI).  
Chartered in January 1977, today we are truly a “Hoosier” based organization with members residing all around the 
state of Indiana as well as in other states as well.

The purpose of HPOC is to encourage the preservation and appreciation of Pontiac and Oakland automobiles.  We 
also recognize the GMC brand and invite their owners to become a part of our group.  Our goal is to provide and 
support activities aimed toward enjoyment of all of these fine vehicles.

HPOC generally holds semi-annual business meetings in the spring and in the fall (meeting locations may vary).  Here 
we solicit ideas and try to plan lots of fun events.  One example is an annual Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac (BOPC) show 
that takes place each June, which we co-sponsor with other car clubs.  We always appreciate good ideas aimed at 
enjoyment of our cars, especially family activities and getting to know more great people within the hobby.  We strive 
to make our association better and our club ever stronger over time.  

Annual membership fees are due January 1st of each new year.  Dues are just $15.00* per year OR you may pay a 
special “one-time and-you’re-done” lifetime rate of $100.00 and never pay HPOC dues again.  This covers all 
members of your family and all of your Pontiacs, Oaklands, or GMCs.  

• Membership includes a free color electronic copy of HPOC’s bi-monthly newsletter “Chiefly Pontiac”, sent to your 
email address.  NOTE:  Be sure to include your email address on the application form when you submit it.

• For those preferring their newsletters in hardcopy form, a black & white paper version is available to be mailed 
directly to your home. However, there is an extra $5.00 annual charge for receiving hardcopies so please add 
the $5.00 extra fee to your annual dues.  

• As an added benefit, all HPOC members may advertise free in our newsletter, for whole cars, parts, services, etc.  

Mail your registration form & dues check (made out to HPOC) to: Mike Gerdes, 923 Nature Lake Circle, Brownsburg, IN 46112

2024 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or RENEWAL:  HOOSIER PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB
Check which category applies:  ___ Annual membership with electronic newsletters ($15),  or
                                                  ___ Annual membership with  USPS-mailed newsletters ($20), or  
                                                  ___  Lifetime membership ($100) – one time payment
NAME: _______________________________________________            What Pontiacs, Oaklands and/or GMCs do you own?

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________ ____________________________________

CITY: _________________________________________________ ____________________________________

STATE: _____________________________  ZIP: ______________ ____________________________________

HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ ____________________________________

CELL PHONE: ___________________________________________ ____________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________________________ POCI # (if avail) ________________________ 
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For even more show and event info, 
look to the Old Cars Only website at:  
Indiana Car Shows (oldcarsonly.com)
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To contact your club officers:

PREZ: MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722
mgerdes737@gmail.com

V. PREZ:  MARK HENDERSON,  765-438-3322
doodle1701@gmail.com

SECRETARY:  JIM CASASSA
jacasassa@att.net

TREAS: MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722 
mgerdes737@gmail.com

EDITOR:  MARK HENDERSON,  765-438-3322
doodle1701@gmail.com

WEBMASTER:  MIKE GERDES  317-250-0722
mgerdes737@gmail.com

HPOC WEBSITE:  Hoosier Pontiac Oakland 
Club (hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com)

EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• 2024 Noblesville Weekly Cruise-In on the Square – every 
 Saturday in May thru ???

• 2024 Danville “First Friday” Cruise-In on the Square – first 
Friday of each month, May thru October

• 2024 Avon Weekly Saturday Cruise-ins at Lowes on US 36.
Starting date TBD.

• Muscle Car and Corvette Nationals, 11/18-11/19/2023, 
Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont, IL

• 52nd Annual POCI Convention, 7/15-7/20/2024,
Springdale, AR

• 2024 GTOAA Nationals, 6/18-6/22/2024,
Springfield, MO

• Happy Halloween!  10/31/2023
• Happy Thanksgiving!! 11/23/2023
• Happy Hanukkah!!!  12/7-12/15/2023
• Merry Christmas!!!  12/25/2023

https://www.oldcarsonly.com/page/page/187285.htm
mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
mailto:doodle1701@gmail.com
mailto:jacasassa@att.net
mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
mailto:doodle1701@gmail.com
mailto:mgerdes737@gmail.com
https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/
https://hoosierpontiac-oaklandclub.com/
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