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THE EASTSIDE EDIFIER

“So then let us follow after things which make for peace, and things whereby we may edify one another.” (Romans 14:19)

A Warm
Welcome to
Our Visitors:

We are happy that you
have chosen to
worship with us today.
You are our honored
guest!

Listen to our
Radio Program
“Focus on the
Bible”

cee + wwwicradios com AU LUELL
Sunday’'s @ 8:00 AM
& Monday -Friday @
7:35 AM. Also

available online:
wwicradio.com

Five Day Bible
Reading Schedule

1) Ex 32-34; Phil 3

2) Ex 35-37; Ps 26;
Phil 4

3) Ex 38-40; Heb 1

4) Lev 1-3; Psa 27;
Heb 2

5) Lev 4-7; Heb 3

26568 John T. Reid
Parkway, P.O. Box 1256,
Scottsboro, AL 35768;
Sunday AM: 9 Worship;
9:30 Bible Class; 10:30
Worship/Lord’s Supper
Wednesday: 7:00 PM
Evangelist: Aaron
Andrews (256.349.8910D);
aaronandrews@me.com

Meaningful Marriage #1
Doy Moyer

“If the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?” (Psalm 11:3)

Christians find themselves in some
difficulty. With cultural attitudes having
shifted in favor of same-sex marriage and
other ideologies removed from God’s
standard, Christians must look at how they
see marriage and how to respond to the
cultural shift. We could just complain, but
that won’t accomplish anything. We should
call out the sins of this world, but it needs to
be with the purpose of calling people to repentance through the gospel. In that respect,
it matters not what sins are practiced when people are outside of Christ. God calls
everyone to repent.

The short answer to the question is 1) “Keep your behavior excellent among
the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may
because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of
visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12), and 2) exemplify what God wants through the relationships
that we share, particularly in His will for marriage.

This is not about politics. There may be political implications, and political
decisions do impact us as we know. However, our concern here is with God’s will.
This is about applying the Gospel to our lives in a way that helps us be the salt of the
earth and light of the world, as the Lord has called us to be (Matt. 5:13-16; Phil
2:14-16).

We may feel isolated, angry, and resolved, as we should. At the end of the day,
however, are we committed to God and His will, or do we give in to self-will? Do we
give in to God, or give up to the world? Do we respond our own way, or do we seek to
respond God’s way?

Let’s think about a biblical picture of God’s purpose for marriage, our
commitment to marriage, and how this impacts the way we approach the world. Even
if not married, the truth here is vital for how we uphold, honor, and talk about this
most cherished relationship, which is the backbone of society. If we are to respond to
culture, let us do so with love for souls and with a properly-armed view of God’s
purposes.

How did we get here?

What are some of the factors that help explain how we got to where we are?
While there may be several ways to respond to this, I want to suggest the following as
a starting point:

First, factor in the push to eliminate God’s laws from influencing man’s laws.
Not only are God’s laws often not respected, but there is a general shift to the notion
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News & Notes

Sick: Tammy Andrews has not been feeling
well with low blood pressure.

Prayer Request: Kim Hays’s son (Dakota
Clark). ~ Angela Frank’s niece, Brittany
and her little girl, Cara. ~ Angela Frank’s
niece, Makenzie Stovall. ~ Mildred
McGaha’s dealing with Alzheimer’s
disease. ~ Keep Thomas LeRoy in your
prayers as he is going through a difficult
spiritual battle. ~ Karen Daniel’s friend,
Eva Gass is dealing with a liver tumor. Her
husband Maurice, has been diagnosed with
bladder cancer. Another friend, Bill Miller
is also battling cancer. ~ A friend of the
Hilliards, Carolyn Grinnell, was diagnosed
with B-cell lymphoproliferative disorder.
She will undergo monthly infusions for the
next two years. She is 82 years old. ~
Anthony Hilliard, Paul’s brother, has been
in the hospital with COVID and
pneumonia, he is home now and using
oxygen from time to time. Slowly getting
better. ~ Brandon Daniel, Steve and
Karen’s son, is in India. Remember him in
prayer for his safety and well-being.

Hearts & Prayers: Illa Mae Little,
Kimberly Hilliard’s aunt (married to Mark
Little, Kimberly’s mother’s baby brother)
passed away last week. Mark has lost his
mother and wife in a little over a month’s
time.

SERVING THE WEEK OF FEB 13:

Sunday 9:00 AM:

Singing: Marc Austin

Prayer: Jay Vance

Lesson: Aaron Andrews

Sunday 10:30 AM
Announcements/Scripture Reading:
Jay Vance (Isaiah 25:1-12)

Opening Prayer: Steve Daniel

Song Leader: Marc Austin

Lord’s Supper: Lead - Aaron Andrews
Assisting - Paul Hilliard, Jake Vance
Lesson: Aaron Andrews

Closing Prayer: Abel Hilliard
Wednesday Evening

Song Leader: Abel Hilliard
Invitation: Aaron Andrews

Closing Prayer: Marc Austin
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that man has a right to over-rule anything found in the Bible if
he sees fit. God’s will gets relegated to religion only and man’s
self-willed laws take precedence. The issue, then, is ultimately
about who has final authority. What this means for us as
Christians is this: If we are going to be what we ought to be,
then we must reaffirm our commitment to the authority of God
and His word so that His will has more influence over us than
the desires of men. We are servants of Christ over all else (Col
3:24). This must include what we think about marriage and
every other issue.

Sadly, God has become marginalized (not unlike what we see
in Revelation). People may tell you that if you want to believe
in God, that’s your business, but don’t bring God into the public
arena. Keep God out of politics, education, work, and the public
square altogether. This marginalizes God and His people. This
is what we are feeling these days, is it not? This means, then,
that no matter what else is happening in the world, Christians
must stay faithful to God and His will without being ashamed to
be named among His people (see Mark 8:38; 1 Pet 4:16).

A biblical worldview will not allow us to separate our faith
from everything else we do. We are Christians always,
everywhere, in all circumstances. We cannot leave our faith at
the door when we go out to the world. When the biblical
foundations are cut away, we should not be surprised at what
may follow. We need to know where we stand. Can we sing
without reservation, “I’m not ashamed to own my Lord nor to
defend His cause™?

We have no expectations that human governments will
embrace God’s righteousness. The Roman Empire of Christ’s
day certainly was not righteous. Christians are their own
counter-culture, determined to live by the will and authority of
God. The answer is not to push for an establishment of an
earthly kingdom, where worldly power rules by the fist, but to
submit to the heavenly king and His spiritual kingdom into
which we have been transferred. “For He rescued us from the
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.” (Col. 1:13-14).

To be continued... (END)
ADDITIONAL NOTES




