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Lindrowe shrugged and drank his wine.
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_ A liche?” he asked, letting the words hang for a moment. “Perhaps. ] saw no signs and
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felt no portents. But if that were the creature’s true nature, then it seems that it would have

Activated a number of glyphs before reaching your door. At the very least one of the

hauhantu.”

He thrust his chin toward one of Arwynn’s macabre statues.

“Yes, yes, yes,” Lindrowe agreed. “Quite true, quite true.”

He shot a glance at Malaraphi. “Unless masked.”
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__“*Ciridan Lothloran took up the messenger’s shadow as he left the keep. Her orders were
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“their” refer to?) growing suspicions regarding the Sathiians, there was, more than sufficient

cause to initiate a Sahadi. Especially since Lyete...
“Her test would call for maddram,” Arwynn said.

Lindrowe squinted at Morkainen,and, placed his heavy hands upon the table.

Speaking slowly, his low,voice low emphasized, his concern. “The test of maddram has

killed more than one Sahadi hopeful, Rahain.”
Malaraphi chuckled. “And quite a few Vyabhi as I recall.”
“Beya.”

Lindrowe brushed aside the old wizard’s wheedling and kept his attention on Morkainen.
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But you are not sure, Arwynn thought. I can see it in your eyes. I can hear it in your
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THE PRIEST AND THE SPY

WELBLEY BLAYTHE’S KEEP was hidden deep in Evereve Marsh, reclaimed from ancient ruins .-

by magickal prowess and botanical skill. Over the years, it had become his sanctum, a place

of quiet beauty where he could, at least for a time, escape his holy obligations, He-

particalarly-enjoyeditsgarden-_ (unnecessary to say that he enjoyed its garden, if you say

so in the next paragraph and elaborate on why on greater detail and if you already said
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with a x! the late and great Terry Pratchett often used them, as details obnoxious to

elaborate on within the plot but useful regardless) preferred to enjoy his garden alone and .-

in darkness, with only the silver light of his staff to grant color and vibrancy to areas of his
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Tonight, however, he was accompanied by a squat humani with a large nose and small

eyes. The man’s name was Tehru Shaddoht, and he was one of the many spies that Welbley
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enhance the assassination plots of Diihr’s Family Royal. (Not very happy with this new
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The two men walked in silence from the east hall of Welbley’s keep to the middle of the

garden. When they neared the well, Welbley drew, aside his vestments and sat gently uponga,

Dpatch of clover,(from what I can find, sward refers to short grass specifically) He closed
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rolled his eyes and shifted his weight nervously from leg to leg before finally dropping,near

the priest.

“Does something trouble you, Tehru?” Welbley asked, eyes still closed.

There was a modicum (try not to overuse this word), of derision in his voice.

Tehru feigned respect. [No, m’lord.”,

“You are comfortable in my garden?”
“Yes, m’lord,” the spy lied. “It’s quite lov’ly.”

“Mmm.”

The priest and the spy were silent for a time, Welbley, relaxed and carefully composed his

hold,,
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played his hand wisely. His task tonight was to deliver just enough information to satisfy

Blaythe, and no more. He could sell the rest to others such as,Loquay Yellowhand, or the

Crimson Witch. Either, would pay handsomely for information they could use against

Blackhand. First, however, he had to contend with Blaythe.

Tehru appraised the priest. His age was unclear. Blaythe was humani of uncertain

descent, dark-haired, fair-skinned, and unremarkable in size or stature. He was dressed in |

holy, vestments of black and green. He wore a serpentine torque of braided silver about his f
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handsome, and pudgy in a way that bespoke a pampered life.
His eyes were small and green; his lips, thick and full. His

age was unclear.
“Tell me, Tehru,” the priest asked at length, “what have you

learned for me?”

Tehru decided to begin his report with general information
and yield specifics when pressed. Enough to demonstrate his
value as a spy, but not enough to jeopardize his seconm
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unnecessary wordiness, repeating information already stated, stating things that treat the

reader like an idiot rather than allowing them to infer such information, or things that

West has no way of knowing such as the hidden thoughts of others. As tracked changes are

on, you may accept or reject any of these changes, while I believed them all to be necessary

cuts, it is your story, and you may keep whatever you wish)

“Westley!”

Sophia gasps as I realize what just happened. I am complet

reaking out (it could be more

impactful to show this, such as saying, my ears are ringing, I see others around me

speaking but I can’t make out their words, my chest is tight etc.), using more profanity in one |

sentence than I have ever used in my life. [ may have overdone it, but in my defense, [ believe |+

maintained my composure better than most would have jn the last two days of enduring this

tournament, Rhodain was supposed to walk into the castle and take the crown casily, buthe was

betrayed by the Queen, who wanted power for herself. His dying act stopped her from fulfilling

this desire but thrust the responsibilities of the kingdom on me, Me? Of all people, I am barely

thirteen! How am I supposed to run a kingdom?, I can barely run a block! I have been thrown
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“I’m sorry, Sophia. It won’t happen again...”

I inhale deeply and close my eyes, feeling myself relax. As I exhale and let go of that

momentary peace. I see all of Baronune, all of zzy kingdom, and it all comes flooding back. =

“I’'m sorry..., | lied, just one more. What the fuck!”
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In a fit of kicking, screaming. and flailing, I completely forget that Sophia is not the only one
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watching me. The (cut armed as saying armed then armor reads a bit clunky) knights in their

plate armor and lizard-shaped helms surround her with readied weapons as Inspector Roxette

stands off to the side. Roxette pats down his long brown coat exhaustedly as his sunken eyes

drag over the scene before him

They all wait jn the doorway Jeading to the roof, the final test to anyone who is foolish

enough to seck kingship. I didn’t want o1, ask for this. I gsked Rhodain to keep us safe from thugs

and the other contenders while he fought his way to the throne. I want to go home and take a

shower. We slept in sewage last night; I need a shower! That will be my first royal decree, ... my

first royal decree: that feels so strange

“Oh, Gods damn it... I’m the king now.”

if on cue, what’s left of the roof crumbles. The knights quickly shuffle Roxette and Sophia

into the ring, which marks entry for the final battle royale participants. If that line is crossed, they

must fight for the throne. Something I foolishly did when, Rhodain fell off the castle after bein

stabbed. I have a bad tendency fo react, without thinking in tense situations, which led to me

claiming the title of king once ] was thrown onto the throne. Jf Rhodain wasn’t dead right now,

I’d kick him. He’s dead... Rhodain, the once Triumphant Knight of Fire, and I never got to thank

him for protecting my cousin and 1. ] never got to say goodbye.
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Slumping forward, I bury my face into my hands that are still soaked in Rhodain’s blood. My
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here? It has all been I before this and I cannot tell who this refers to) are leaving the world
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“Tell me about it.”

“Well...”

Terrence pauses, seemingly having as much difficulty accepting this situation as me.
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“Yes, as you stated,” Terrence fidgets with his spectacles. “Rhodain pushed you into the

throne shortly before his death. Still, the rules as stated proclaim that now that the tournament is

Deleted: upon ...hortly before his death. Still, the rules are
the rules....s stated proclaim that now that ...T...e
is over,....yY [8]

over, you, Westley...”

“West,” [ correct CDeleted:
“Westley... are the new King of Baronune.” (Formatted: Font: Italic
(Deleted: K
Silence falls heavily across the room. No one cheers, but everyone exudes an air of concern. | Deleted: The ...s...lence falls heavily rakes ...cross the

room. No one cheers, but everyone exudes....Just ...n air of

PR . concern. I can’t tell if it is for me, or for
can’t tell if it is for me, the kingdom, or both.

S
N va N
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the new kk...ng. It was unorthodox but he found his way
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That will ...ould leave the kingdom vulnerable as the only
others who could be considered two close enough to the

/ throne or the ...runner ups’ to the tournament as one might
/ say ...re the girl and myself. Neither I nor her are better
qualified to take the throne. (..[13]

new king. It was unorthodox but he found his way through the changing streets, fo the top of the

castle, and sat on the throne. He can’t step down. That would leave the kingdom vulnerable as

the only others who could be considered ,‘runner ups’ to the tournament are the girl and myself.

She’s no better than the boy, and I simply don’t give a damn. I was here to solve the case of the
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murdered Kjing. The boy says the Queen is guilty, I'm left to take his word for it. After all, heis

the Kjng, and the Kjng’s word is law.”
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Roxette studies me. “In your word against the Queen? No. Especially if she had takenthe .-

throne. If your statement had peen true then you’d probably had been executed for witnessing her
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[ let out my own groan. “Then as law, I am doing away with this ridiculous tournament.” “

“That...would be wise, my King,” Terrence pegins. and I feel my body shrink into the throne.

“Seeing how it can only be initiated in the death of the current Kjing. And currently...”
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“Sophia!”,
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She shrugs as if to imitate Roxette. “What? It’s true. I’ve seen your room.”
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“We...” my mouth is dry as I turn to Terrence and the knights.

I struggle to form words and swallow repeatedly.,
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_— Deleted: my ...ords and swallow repeatedly. as I try to find
some moisture again to speak. . [15]
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“W-wge need to do something about restoring the kingdom.. . a lot of families lost their homes «

in this tournament. It is our responsibility to fix them.”

A long pause followed this, and while I can’t see the knights’ faces from under their helmets, _—

I can feel all their eyes on me.

Terrence holds his hands behind his back. “Yes, my King, we’ll make a list of all your orders

/
/

and demands to be announced to the kingdom tomorrow when the citizens come to witness the

/

public crowning of their new King.”

My breath escapes me again. I have to face the citizens of Baronune? All of them?! There’s

over a thousand of them. That’s a lot of people to disappoint even if they do accept me as their

new Kjing. Besides pur teachings, I rarely ventured put fo my classmates jn Old Country and they

‘had a population of under fifty.,

Both Sophia and Terrence yush fo my side as I struggle to breathe. I explain that [’'m gripping

my chest where a thug’s foot pressed into jt, but they seem unconvinced. I can’t help but recall

he Jight that seeped through Rhodain’s chest as he slowly turned to ashes. Sophia begins to

shake me and even Terrence has real concern in his eye, most likely because he wishes to avoid

immediately having,another tournament.

“I’m okay. just... Tomorrow? That’s so soon.”
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“Would you have us hide you away in the kingdom?” Terrence asks.

“Yes! I can agree to those terms.”
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“King Westley...” Terrence forces through his lips.

That title sounds like screeching metal to my ears.

Youdon’t have to call me that.”, <
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remain professional against his will.

“Everyone is going to be calling you that and you must face your people. You cannot show <.

cowardice, you cannot falter. If you show weakness, people will question the tournament and

N (Moved up [4]: “You don’t have to call me that.”
B : CDeleted: s
(Deleted: k

CDeleted: ’

[Deleted: 9
CFormatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman

N N

(Deleted: It

Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5 cm, Line spacing: Double

CFormatted: Indent: First line: 0.5 cm, Line spacing: Double

revolt, and then we’ll be right back where we started, More carnage too, only this time the whole

kingdom will have their sights on your head, and unlike our former Kjing, you are not
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untouchable.”

Terrence pokes me to prove his point. King Sorenson used unbreakable barriers of light with
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should be the King. Not me.

CDeleted: from within

CDeleted: .H

(Deleted: made

“We’ll give you the rest of the day to get used to your title and come up with all your

( Deleted: k

A AN A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN AN

CDeleted: the

demands for tomorrow,” Terrence instructs.

“Not too many though, my King. You wouldn’t want to spread your forces too thin on your
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first day. Some may come for your life on the spot. Ceasing the King of the Round Table

Tournament is a good start. It might cause hesitation in their attempts to kill you if they know
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A thoughtful expression came over the boys face, and when he looked up again, his smile

made my heart melt. ]
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“We can do gnything you want.” young-man."
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