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Woodmere News 
President’s Commentary                                          
Jimmy Gunn 

beautiful parks and home to the arts 

Woodmere Neighborhood  Association Meeting 
Thursday, August 7, 2014   6:30 p.m. 

Museum of Fine Arts Auditorium 
Speaker: Captain A.L. Wheeler 

East Precinct Commander, MPD 

Come Out and Support your Neighborhood  

Woodmere Neighborhood Association 
PO Box 231473 

Montgomery, Alabama 36123 
 

www.woodmeremontgomery.com 
 

info@woodmeremontgomery.com 
 

On Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/

woodmeremontgomery 

 
The WNA Board of Directors is charged with protecting, preserving and 
enhancing the common assets of the Woodmere community. This is not 
an easy task, considering the difficulty we have getting all 792  house-
holds in Woodmere to take an active role in the affairs of our neighbor-
hood. Currently we have 136 members. But if the Board of Directors is to 
do its job and help protect our property values, then you, the resident, should do everything you 
can to assist the board in accomplishing their goals. After all, if the WNA Board of Directors 
does its’ job well, we all benefit. 
 
To help the Board of Directors protect our property values, please consider the following re-
minders: 
 Obey all city ordinances. 
 Join the WNA and pay your dues. 
 Attend the Quarterly Meetings. 
 Report all violations of city ordinances 

to 311 or to the Board. 
 Attend our monthly Board meetings to 

discuss current issues. 
 Communicate with the Board of Direc-

tors through email, phone calls, or Fa-
cebook. 

 Take pride in Woodmere. 
 
If we all do our part, it will be much easier 
for the Board of Directors to do theirs. 
 
Our next WNA General Meeting will be on 
Thursday August 7, 2014 at 6:30 pm at the 
Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts in 
Blount Cultural Park. We will have Charles 
Jinright, City Council President, and Cap-
tain A. L. Wheeler, East Precinct Com-
mander for the Montgomery Police Depart-
ment. Make plans to attend and see what is 
going on in Montgomery and in the Wood-
mere neighborhood. See you there. 
 
 
 

Our sign after some hard work on Clean-Up Day 
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The WOODMERE NEWS is the 
official publication of the 
W o o d m e r e  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Association, PO Box 231473, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36123.  
 
Website: 
www.woodmeremontgomery.com.  
 
The WOODMERE NEWS is 
published four times a year. Views 
and conclusions expressed in 
articles herein are those of the 
authors, not necessarily those of 
the editors or officers of the 
W o o d m e r e  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Association.  Opinions expressed 
in this newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the policies of the 
W o o d m e r e  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Association. Advertising: Inquiries 
should be directed to the 
W o o d m e r e  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Association. Rates will be furnished 
upon request. The Woodmere 
Neighborhood Association reserves 
the right to omit any advertising or 
editorial copy deemed to be 
unsuitable for publication. 
Publication herein does not 
necessarily imply endorsement of 
any product or service offered.  

Mayor’s Office 
241-2000 

 
City Council 

241-2097 
 

Animal Control 
241-2970 

 
Police 

241-2651 
 

Fire 
241-2400 

 
Ordinance Violations 

311 
 

For all emergencies, call 
911. 

City Contacts 

Financial Report                        Melissa Martin, Treasurer 

This issue was edited by 
Sam Whatley 

 April May June 
Year to 

Date Budget 

Beginning Balance 3,446.06    3,241.06 2,982.08 1982.50  

 

Income      

Membership Dues, Plus Online Dues 125.00   275.00  123.97 2552.94 3750.00 

Advertisements 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

 Stratford Pl ace Signs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Total Income 125.00 275.00 123.97 2552.94 3750.00 

 

Expenses      

Newsletter 0.00 385.00 0.00 759.00 1500.00 

Day in the Park 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 750.00 

Administrative Expenses 0.00 30.25 0.00 166.23 805.00 

Meeting Room 0.00 50.00 0.00 100.00 200.00 

Website 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 75.00 

Yard Sale 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 150.00 

Crime Prevention  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 

Spring & Fall Clean-Ups 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 

Post Office Box Rental 0.00 0.00 88.00 0.00 70.00 

Total Expenses  330.00  533.98 167.69   1597.08 3,750.00 

 

Ending Balance 3241.06    2982.08   3446.06  3446.06   

Entrance Signs 0.00 68.73 167.69 241.85 0.0 

Stratford Place Signs 330.00 0.00 0.00 330.00 330.00 

At the Montgomery  
Museum of Fine Arts  
 
Docent Recruitment 
 
Have you ever considered be-
coming a tour guide? Join the 
Museum’s docent volunteer 
program today!  
 
Call Alice Novak, Assistant. 
Curator of Education at  
334-240-4362. 
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Showing at ASF 
 
One night only, Monday, August 18th, Scot Bruce will 
present Elvis—The Early Years. Contact the box office at 
the Alabama Shakespeare Festival (334-271-5353) and 
get out your blue suede shoes. 

HELPING THE MONTGOMERY 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

 
Waldo Spencer and Gerry Shook are members of the 
WNA who have volunteered a combined total of 17 years 
with the Montgomery Police Department.  There are ap-
proximately 65 active Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) 
who have saved the city over $300,000 last year and have 
put in over 2500 hours per year for the 10 years that the 
program has been in Montgomery. 
 
Duties vary among the volunteers including: checking 
homes of residents who are on vacation, assisting the MPD 
at headquarters and other MPD locations, and helping 
with special events. Are you 55 years old or older? Can you 
give at least 4 hours per week to help the MPD?  Contact 
Community Policing at 240-4580 for information.  MPD 
needs your help.  

FLAG DAY 2014 
June 14, 2014 was National Flag Day and the Woodmere 
Neighborhood Association commemorated the day with the 
changing of the flags at the neighborhood entrance sign on 
Woodmere Boulevard and Carmichael Road. The old flags 
were lowered with dignity and new flags were raised to fly 
from our flag poles. Participating in the ceremony were 
Jimmy Gunn, Diane Sams, Walt Diazlo, (left to right) and 
Jessie Donaldson (taking the photo). 
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Genealogy or Chasing Our Tales, Part VII      

When we le  our travelers in the last episode of Chasing Our Tales, they had passed Bonham’s Sta on and Colo-

nel Wood’s tavern just south of present day Montgomery. From Colonel Wood’s tavern, the next stop along the 

Old Federal Road was the establishment of one unfortunate named Sam Manack.  Manack’s place (Manack’s 

Store) was located on Pinchony (Pinchona) Creek near present day Pintlala and was the first licensed tavern in 

Alabama. Manack’s was open for paying guests from about 1803 to 1816. Samuel Manack became a very prosper-

ous man with a large herd of ca le and a planta on on the Alabama River as well as his tavern at Pintlala. 

Manack (Moniac) was the son of a Dutchman and a Creek woman and his Creek name was Takkes-Hadjo. Moniac 

was the Dutch spelling of the family name but since Sam was illiterate, the spelling became altered and was 

changed to Manack. Sam was born near Tuskegee, Alabama in about 1781 and was married to William Weather-

ford’s sister, Elizabeth in about 1802. William Weatherford or Red Eagle was the chief planner of the infamous 

massacre at Fort Mims in south Alabama near Mobile and the leader of the Creek Red S cks. William Weather-

ford surrendered to Andrew Jackson a er the Ba le of Horseshoe Bend at the end of the First Creek War and 

lived the rest of his life peacefully as a farmer in Monroe County, Alabama. Sam Manack served as a guide for the 

U.S. military during the First Creek War. 

Sam Manack and Elizabeth Weatherford’s son, David, was the first Indian to graduate from West Point. David was 

killed in the Second Seminole War figh ng against renegades under the command of an Indian named Osceola at 

a place called Wahoo Swamp on the Withlacoochee River in Florida. Ironically, David was married to Mary Powell, 

a cousin of Osceola. You see, Osceola was also known as Billy Powell and was born near Tallassee, Alabama. His 

father was William Powell and his mother was Polly Coppinger, a Creek woman of mixed race. Billy and his moth-

er fled from Alabama to Florida a er the defeat of the Red S cks at the Ba le of Horseshoe Bend because his 

family had sided with the hos les. Billy Powell was of mixed blood from Creek, Scots-Irish and English bloodlines. 

At best he was one-quarter Indian and, more likely, was only one-eighth. But Osceola, as he came to be called by 

the Seminoles, claimed to be full-blooded Indian. 

Sam Manack’s half-sister was Hannah Manack. Hannah married Josiah Francis, the Creek prophet, and she and 

her husband sided with the Red S ck Creeks in the First Creek War along with William Weatherford and one of 

Sam’s brothers.  

In about 1813, there was a disturbance with the Red S ck Creeks and there was the threat of war. Sam Manack 

was a short distance from his home when he first encountered hos li es from the Red S cks.  Soon a erwards 

Manack said, “Went up to my house on the road, and found some Indians camped near it, who I tried to avoid but 

could not. An Indian came to me who goes by the name of High Headed Jim.... He shook hands with me and im-

mediately began to tremble & jerk in every part of his frame, and the very calves of his legs would be convulsed”. 

High Headed Jim was a believer in the new Red S ck religious movement and they thought they could confuse 

non-believers, like Sam Manack, by this violent reac on to the touch. 

Within days of this encounter, Manack’s planta on on the Alabama River and his house on the Old Federal Road 

near Pintlala lay in ashes. Since Sam refused to side with the hos les, these were destroyed by the Red S ck 

Creeks, who included his brother, half-sister and brother-in-law. Because Samuel Manack par cipated ac vely 

alongside the American army in the ensuing First Creek War against many of his rela ves and countrymen, he 
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Visit us online at 
www.woodmeremontgomery.com Paul Wise, WNA Streets and Sidewalks 

Chairman, invites you to call 311 to re-
port streets or sidewalks that need re-
pair. If that fails, call him at 244-0079  
or email him at paulwise@charter.net. 

By Jessie Donaldson 

successfully pe oned Congress for $12,595.25 in compensa on for property he lost during that conflict which 

included his two homes, various livestock and other goods. 

A er this sad end to Sam’s fortunes in life, Sam turned to heavy drinking and spent many days in a drunken stupor. 

When the treaty was signed that required the Creeks to give up their lands in Alabama and began the infamous 

Trail of Tears with the Creek’s journey to their new home in Oklahoma, Sam’s role in the Creek War was forgo en 

and he was required to make the move west too. Sam Manack died in Pass Chris an, Mississippi during the move 

to Oklahoma in about 1837.  

Today there is a Manack Community in Lowndes County near the intersec on of the Old Selma Road and Highway 

37. The Pintlala Historical Associa on has conducted archeological digs at what is has determined as being the lo-

ca on of Manack’s Store or Tavern in a empts to recover any ar facts. 

One of the most blood-thirsty, cruel white men that ever inhabited 

any country was Savannah Jack, or, as he was called by the outlaw 

world of the early 1800s, "Savaner Jack". He boasted that he had 

killed so many women and children upon the Cumberland and Geor-

gia fron ers that he could swim in their blood if it was collected in 

one pool. Savannah Jack was also known as John Haig. His exact an-

cestry is not known.  

Savannah Jack was involved in some of the most horrible hos li es 

recorded in Butler County and the Montgomery vicinity at the me 

of the First Creek War. The next me we visit with Chasing Our Ta-

les, we will examine the details of this villain and see how his deeds 

are woven into our history.                                                                     

 
Osceola 



Page 6 

Woodmere News 

Yard of the Month       
June 

 
Townhouse: 1626 Cobblestone Court  

 Home: 5904 Greenway Drive  
Garden Home:                                                                                                                                    

1621 Queen Elizabeth Court  
July  

Townhouse: 1598 Sandstone Court 
Home: 1817 Woodmere Loop 

Garden Home: Westminster Drive 

LIVING....or EXISTING? 
 

In every aspect of your daily life 
Do you really live…..or just exist? 

When you’re asked to do something… 
Perhaps volunteer, do you hang your head 

Or do you persist?   
 

When it’s about your neighbors 
Your family or a friend, 

If they need some help, or maybe a hand…… 
Do you look away 
Or do you lend?    

 
Let us all stand up and take a look 

At where we live, who our neighbors are, 
And what goes on around us.. 

Whether it’s near or far.   
 

Take a look at your house, your yard your home 
Your biggest investment, do you live there with 

pride,  
Can you say, “yes! this is mine….!” 

Or just exist and stay inside? 
 

Our neighborhood and homes reflect 
On us…..it shows who we are and how we live. 

So ask yourself this important question……. 
Do I want to be in a place I love……would I show 

it off….. 
Am I doing all that I can…. 

 
To make sure my life, my living and pride 

Shows in everything I do….whether in or out-
side…… 

Can I stand back and look and say I live….. 
Or just exist, and be satisfied?  

 
By Linda Donaldson 

 
© all rights reserved 

 
 

 

Many thanks to Sandra Osborne, Wil Glasgow, Carol 
Ann Mustin (left to right) and all the other volunteers 
who spruced up the neighborhood on Clean-Up Day, 
May 17, 2014.  

Evening in the Park 
October 14th 

6:00 PM 
 

Wil Glasgow’s Back Yard 
5840 Green Way 

 
Go to Woodmere Park 

Listen for Music 
 Smell Hot Dogs on the Grill 
Look for Friendly Neighbors 

Join In 
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 WOODMERE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL MEETING 

MAY 8, 2014 
6:00 – 8:00 P.M. 

MONTGOMERY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 
 

Our first speaker was City Council President Charles Jinright.  He made the following ob-
servations: 

 The museum of fine arts will be expanded to include an area with statues and pool 
 Montgomery was voted the best historic city in the nation. 

 Stratford Square is being further developed.   
 The Home Depot area is bringing in new businesses. 
 
Second Speaker:  Captain Wheeler, East Precinct Captain (this area).  If you see someone at 
your neighbor’s house who does not live there, call us. We are located downtown, but the 
East and South Precinct substations are located at Montgomery Mall.   
 
(Q)  How are things going with the bicycles? 
(A) Bicycle policemen with yellow shirts should increase with the warm weather.  Police-
men are also encouraged to ride slowly through neighborhood with their windows down 
so they can meet people. 
Captain Wheeler encouraged telephone calls.  The office number:   241-2775 – 2660. 
(Q)  Drug dealing goes on in the park, would it be feasible to place cameras in the park? 
(A) That would be a tricky and costly issue.  It would depend on the location. 
(Q)  What can be done to keep drugs out?   
(A)  We are constantly working on that issue.  Citizens need to be more vigilant.  You can 
write down car descriptions and tag numbers, etc. 
(Q) How often do we have officers doing traffic patrol? 
(A) Let me know what area you are speaking of, and I can get someone there. 
 
Third Speaker: Thomas Karrh, Chief Inspector Housing Code, in charge of Code Division.  He 
suggested that to improve the neighborhood, the following should be done: 

 Clean up boarded up houses, fix up run down houses. 

 Yard cutting violations  are considered is nuisances. 
 

We can only work on private property, other issues go to the police department.  Dial 
311 for assistance, you should get a response within 24 hours.  The inspectors get a list 
the next day.  We have six inspectors. 
 
The Sanitation Department picks up street trash once a week.  They do not pick up build-
ing material, sheetrock, etc.  Letters are sent regarding swimming pool complaints.  You 
will have ten days to comply.  We treat pools to deter mosquitoes. 
 
Camper trailers must be hidden behind the building line of the house.  If you have ques-
tions, call the Board of Adjustment. 
 
(Q) What’s the process of house in disrepair?   
(A) It would be inspected, a letter issued to the owner of record.  After 60 days, there 
would be a re-inspection.  If there is non- compliance, it could possibly go to court. 
 
Mable Pryor, Secretary 



 
 
________________________________________________     _______________________________________________ 
NAME        NAME 
 
________________________________________________     _______________________________________________ 
NAME        NAME 
 
________________________________________________     _______________________________________________ 
STREET       HOME PHONE 
 
________________________________________________     _______________________________________________ 
WORK/CELL PHONE       WORK/CELL PHONE  
 
________________________________________________     _______________________________________________ 
EMAIL         EMAIL  
 
 
Date: _______________________                                                          New Association Member      Renewal 
 
Please indicate your preference for receiving correspondence from the Association for such items as the newsletter, meeting 
notices, etc.                       Email        Door mail 
 
Association dues are $25 annually. All memberships expire on December 31.  
 
 
The Association is always looking for volunteers. Please indicate areas of interest: 
 
  Membership 
  Special Events 
  Crime Watch 
  Newsletter 
  Newsletter Distribution 
  Block Captain 
  Other skills/interests ___________________________________________ 
 
Please send your $25 check payable to: 
Woodmere Neighborhood Association 
PO Box 231473 
Montgomery, Alabama 36123 

For WNA Use Only 
 
Check No. ______________ 

 
Amount: ________________ 

 
Date: __________________ 

2014 Membership Form 
Woodmere Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 231473 
Montgomery, Alabama 36123 

www.woodmeremontgomery.com 
info@woodmeremontgomery.com 

Please note:  
We send out neighborhood notices 
via email. If you provide your email 
address, you will receive these no-
tices. We also send out emails about 
lost and found pets. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please send 
us an email. 

Summer 2014 


