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Announcement 

Orange you glad were sewing retreat signup.  

Limited spots available 

$175 Fee includes Lunches, Snacks and One Feast 

*Does not include accommodations*  

Fee Must be paid in full upon registration. 

Click the Link below to register.  

https://forms.gle/ujTiApcgnNDzJJ1z9 
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PG. 2 - A Message from our Founder & 

CEO Vanessa Genier  
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A message from your CEO and Founder 

For the child taken, For the parent left behind.” (TRC Interim Report, 2021)  

This month I attended the fourth NTIONAL Gathering on Unmarked Burials held in Toronto, Ontario. Check out their website 

or email https://osi-bis.ca email info@osi-bis.ca 

Quilts for Survivors is focusing on providing comfort, support, healing and quilts to living survivors and their families. We  do this 

through our work making and presenting the quilts. We acknowledge residential school, day school, 60s scoop survivors from 

First Nations, Inuit, and Metis communities. It is an honour to work with so many supports across Turtle Island and the world  to 

help make and send our gifts of love.  

As I sit here thinking about what to say my mind, heart and spirit are thinking of the children, our ancestors that didn’t make it 

home. I think of the parents who live and some who passed over without ever knowing what happened to their children their 

babies. I cannot relate to this loss, this feeling of uncertainty. I do not know how these parents, families feel. I do know the loss of 

a child through miscarriage I have had two. I know what it feels like to hope, plan, dream of a little one coming into our fa mily 

and then having those dreams and plans come to an end shortly after they began.  

I do not know of the pain of having your young child taken by strangers. Strangers who said that they could educate them bett er 

than you. They did not promise to love them, to comfort them, to encourage them to be the person the Creator wanted them to 

be. We know that the children did not have a good life at these schools. We know that these schools were created to take the 

Indian out of the child. Kill the Indian, Keep the child. That was not the case with the children, our children who never made it 

home. The government, churches tried to kill the Indian and keep the child only to lose the child. This speaks to me. As I si t here, 

I am moved to a thought I have not had before. The goal was to Keep the child, yet so many of our children never made it home. 

They died at those schools. Why? I have come to the realization that the goal of these institutions was an impossible goal. Y ou 

cannot take a part of a person’s core and expect them to live. Our children where not “Indians” as a choice. We are Indians, 

Indigenous because we were created to be one. The Creator weaved our culture, traditions, beliefs, and language throughout our 

DNA. The belief that we can separate ourselves from this is to me the same as believing that someone can live without oxygen. 

That is why the goal of these institutions failed. They were trying to undo the Creator’s work.  

As I close, I wish to honour my ancestors, our children who did not make it home. I ask that you take time t o sit quietly and 

reflect on the Truth of the unmarked graves across Turtle Island. I ask that you offer a prayer to Creator to help heal the 

communities, families, and Nations whose children never returned home. It will take the country to heal our Nation s. We all have 

a role to play in that healing. 

Creator, we thank you for your love, guidance, and strength. We ask that you guild the leaders of our nations that are workin g to 

protect, uncover the graves of our children. We ask that you send love to the nations, families and survivors as more information 

will come from these former sites. We ask that you protect them so that they might heal as this journey is not yet over. We a sk 

for strength for our elders, leaders, and supporters as they continue this important work to find and bring home our children. We 

also ask for the wisdom and knowledge to know how that should look for all nations. We ask that you protect our youth and 

future children from harm, shame and guilt our nations have known for to long. We ask that they can carry our nations into a 

future where there are no more unmarked graves, where are children are found and celebrated as the warriors they are. May we 

always celebrate them and their purpose. May our youth grow to be great leaders, parent s, community members and a blessing to 

all who they interact with. We say Kitchi Meegwetch for the strength of our people, our communities, and our Nations. We than k 

you for our elders, leaders, and allies. We say to you Creator Kitchi Meegwetch, Meegwetch  

- Vanessa Genier CEO & Founder  

https://osi-bis.ca/
mailto:info@osi-bis.ca
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QFS Spreading comfort.  

Out in the communities  

March 8th – Montreal Modern Quilt Guild 

Vanessa did a presentation to the Montreal modern quilt 

guild! To book Vanessa to talk to your guild please email 

us for more information at Admin@quiltsforsurvivors.ca .  

March 18h – Binding Marathon & Mystery Block  

For the binding marathon on Saturday, we had a few 

volunteers come out and join us! We got a few quilted 

bound and worked on the Mystery Block! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                               

 

 

 

             

  March 19th - QFS class quilt blocks Center  

The zoom quilting class was a success, we’ve completed  the 

center block. If you haven’t signed up yet you can by 

emailing vanessa@quiltsforsurvivors.ca  

March 27th – Presenting quilts at Rama First Nation 

Vanessa presented 25 quilts to survivors. 

March 27th -30th – National Gathering on unmarked 

burials: upholding indigenous law.  

Vanessa attended the national gathering on unmarked 

burials in Toronto, Ontario. 

 

 

 

mailto:Admin@quiltsforsurvivors.ca
mailto:vanessa@quiltsforsurvivors.ca
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Upcoming Events  

April 15th – monthly binding marathon 

 

April 16th – QFS Class quilt blocks  

 

April 19th – monthly block making 

marathon. 

  

April 22nd-23rd – Northern College 

Powwow 

 

 

 

 

 

Vanessa meeting a volunteer Alexia! She makes most of the 
handmade cards we send out with the quilts that come from 

the studio!!! Thank you for all your hard work!  

 

 

Future Events  

 

June 8th  – 10th  – Quilts Canada 2023- 

Halifax, Nova Scotia  

 

June 2023 – QFS  2nd  Anniversary Gala 

 

 

September 28th  – October 1st , 2023– QFS 

sewing retreat 
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Quilts Quilts and more Quilts   

In case you didn’t hear we have now sent over 2,849 quilts. 

That is amazing. Thank you all, for now it is our hope that you 

will take some time once a week or even once a month to come 

in a work a few hours or spend the whole day with us at our 

studio. Visit www.quiltsforsurvivors.ca  for full details. 

Check out our Linktree!  

It Has all our links such as our website, the sew along 

registration, Buy me a coffee, Our Wishlist ETC.  

https://linktr.ee/Quiltsforsurvivors  

One Of our lovely volunteers reached out to me 

recently and asked what is Buy me a coffee? 

How does it help Quilts for Survivors?  

Buy Me A Coffee Is a website/app that you can sign up for a 

small fee each month to get content from a specific creator 

such as Vanessa or you can make a onetime payment. 

Vanessa posts Teachings, quilting tips and most recently is 

posti9ng 100 blocks for 100 days, which includes a pattern 

for a block every single day!!! Through buy me a coffee you 

can support QFS directly with tips, and monthly 

subscriptions. Thank you to everyone who has supported us 

through there, you can check it out by visiting our linktree.  

I’ve also been asked about our Wishlist, how 

does that help QFS?  

Purchasing items off our Wishlist help us get things we need 

for the studio or would help make it easier for us in the 

studio.  

If you would like to purchase something please visit our 

Wishlist, thank you! 

https://mywishlist.online/w/5pxebt/quiltss-wishlist  

 

 

 

http://www.quiltsforsurvivors.ca/
https://linktr.ee/Quiltsforsurvivors
https://mywishlist.online/w/5pxebt/quiltss-wishlist
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A message from the Editor  

Hello, everyone!  

Happy spring, hopefully you are all doing well. For the 

challenge this month in the studio is to longarm 70 

quilts!!!! I hope we can get it done! 

My challenge to each one of you is to keep posting and 

sharing about quilts for survivors!!! Let’s try and get the 

facebook group to 10k members!!!  

Here’s a sneak peak of something I’m working on. 

Happy quilting – Love kat  

If you have any comments or ideas for the newsletter, let me know!  

We are always looking at ways to improve.  

You can reach me at  

admin@quiltsforsurvivor.ca  

mailto:admin@quiltsforsurvivor.ca
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 Source: Google Photos  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


