



































Sew Days

Since 2021, on National Truth and Reconciliation Day we have gathered to quilt for Quilts for Survivors. I thought as a federal government
employee and quilter it would be good to use this new day recognizing all that has been done to the inhabitants of Turtle Island and all that needs
to be done in reconciliation and towards healing that I could organize a few friends and fellow quilters to make a quilt.

In 2021, Ottawa was still in a partial lock down and strict rules applied at Maki House, the community centre, having reopened just days before. So
5 of us got together and pieced and quilted (with the batting) as we went one quilt from the Canape pattern that Stéphanie Di Cesare had in a
favourite book. M-R Charbonneau quilted it to the backing afterwards. It was lovely to sew with others in-person for the first time (at least for me)
since 2019.

In 2022, the group got a little bigger and a little more ambitious, 2 quilt tops were made that year (1 finished afterwards) these included strawberry
blocks from Vancouver Modern Quilt Guild tutorial (https://vancouvermodernquiltguild.ca/blog/archive/past-challenges-and-round-
robins/challenges-2017/june-strawberry-blocks/) that Leslie Stobbart had found and a flying geese frenzy with Healing Water panels that Kirstin
Fearon designed. Volunteers long-armed and bound the quilts after the sew day.

In 2023, the group grew a little larger and a little more official when the Ottawa Modern Quilt Guild, of which several of the group are members,
agreed to pay for shipping of the quilts made that sew day and promoted the sew day at the meeting before the event. While we were very happy
with the 2021 and 2022 quilts, we knew there were a lot of survivors still waiting for quilts so we supersized our strawberry quilt, worked out simpler
designs with the Healing Waters and Tracey Metallic bear paw panels (Kirstin, Stacey Lee O'Malley, myself and others were involved in those
designs), a stripey improv piece, and a stripey morning star with work led by Stéphanie (we decided the multi-diamond style was too precise for a
quick sew-day project with multiple piecers). The quilt tops quilted by various volunteer longarmers who are all members of OMQG. The Morning
Star ended up with some big stitch hand quilting to highlight the wonderful quilt. Our guild president, M-R, bound many of the quilts this round.

Along with the 5 quilt tops started at the 2023 event, an Ottawa Valley Quilters Guild member who sewed with us that day (there are a few
members of the group that belong to both guilds) donated a completed top, batting and backing, and at the November Sew and Tell at the OMQG
in November two quilters donated completed quilts to be sent. Making a total of 8 quilts for the 2023-24 efforts.

(List of group members and long-arm quilters over the years includes: Devon Bartley, M-R, Amanda Case, Stéphanie, Kirstin, Wendy Foster Birch,
Karen Mahoney, Diane Mainville, Christine McDowell, Carolyn Moffat, Diane Routledge, Leslie, Jenn. Apologies if any one has been missed — there
are no group photos!)

Quilt Raffle

Along with the Ottawa Modern Guild supporting our group’s donations by covering mailing costs for the (2023-24 season), as part of our 10th
anniversary Quilt Show, the guild also raffled off a quilt in May/June 2024 with half the proceeds supporting the guild and half supporting Quilts for
Survivors. Joel Becker, France Cyrenne, and Meighan Hartley worked to organize the raffle, get a license, make tickets and rally the members to
sell tickets.

The raffled quilt, Confetti (51" x 62") was pieced by: Cheryl Thomson and the Improv North Bee members (Jo Allbutt, Traceyann Crawford, Shelley
Dehay-Turner, Sylvie Hamel, Barb Kulka, Jera MacKenzie, Peggy Pirillo, Linda Schmidt, Carol Stanley); quilted by: Cheryl; and designed by: Cheryl
and Improv North Bee Members. Artist Statement: It is a collaborative quilt made with the help from Improv North Bee. I asked for blocks in a
specific colour pallet and with geometric shapes. I also asked for skinny strips in charcoal grey.

Thanks to Cheryl for the wonderful donation, the organizers, and all the OMQG members who sold tickets $905.37 was raised for QfS. (The amount
is weird since some tickets were purchased online and our raffle license didn’t allow a charge to cover the service fee.) Hoping this helps with
shipping, batting, backing or thread for a few quilts as you work through the donated blocks. France will mail the cheque promptly as the OMQG
year-end is fast approaching.

Thanks to all the friends and guild mates that make these efforts such a success.
What's next?
One of the long-armers is quilting the last of the Quilting for QfS 2023 quilt now, so we'll be reaching out for another address soon.

We're organizing sewing quilt blocks/tops in two locations for September 30, 2024. Our regular spot where the focus is QfS quilts and at our guild
retreat (which unfortunately overlaps this year) where retreaters will be encouraged to sew a block or 10 towards tops that will be quilted and
mailed during the winter and spring.

Vanessa will be speaking at our Guild meeting in October 2024 and we're looking forward to meeting her and hearing her speak about the work
she and all of you do, and about her experiences with giving quilts in person.
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e e e To have your story featured here please email admin@quiltsforsurvivors.ca

Feel free to include a picture with your story as well.
























