PANARCTIC
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Susan:

Susan suffers from retinitis pigmentosa, a
degenerative eye disease. She lives on government
support in the arctic hamlet of Barrow, Alaska.
Desperate to improve her life, she is held back by
low self-esteem and a diagnosis proclaiming her
clinically blind. She dreams of being a teacher’s
assistant, but believes her blindness is an
insurmountable obstacle.



Synopsis:

Susan, an introverted, visually-impaired woman, struggles on government assistance in the arctic town of Barrow,
Alaska. She is fired from her volunteer job because of her failing eyesight and spirals into depression.

Dr. Alexander Hew, a leader in artificial eyesight technology, is unable to fund his research due to a military
injunction. He accepts a contract with a secretive branch of the government on the condition that he adds spy
hardware to his artificial eyes.

Susan volunteers to be a test subject and Hew travels to Barrow to assist with her rehabilitation. Unbeknownst to
Susan, her eyes also act as hidden cameras that let Hew see through them.

As Susan’s sight improves, so does her confidence. While Hew outwardly maintains a professional distance, he
secretly becomes drawn into her life due to the intimacy the eye-cameras afford. He begins to act behind the
scenes to help build her self-esteem.

Susan is confused by Hew’s continued guarded distance and researches information about him online. Watching
her makes him feel vulnerable and his walls begin to erode. A delicate friendship develops, until Susan uncovers his
betrayal when she discovers the monitor playing her vision.

Looking into her own vision on the monitor causes Susan’s eyes to begin to malfunction. Terrified of being blind
again, the little confidence she’s gained is stripped away. Distraught, she tries to commit suicide, but Hew stops
her and finally drops his guard and opens up.

The government agency asks Hew to escort Susan south to their facility for further testing. In an effort to protect
her, he refuses, even though it means losing his contract. Susan feels supported by Hew’s sacrifice and asks him to
remove her eyes, embracing the possibility of building the life she wants regardless of her handicap.
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Eye Technology:

The technology is centered on the
Argus Retinal Prosthesis, produced by
the California-based company Sec-
ond Sight. The Argus Il consists of two
pieces: a retinal implant and an external
eyeglass-mounted camera. The camera
records images and sends them wire-
lessly to the implant. The implant then
uses 60 electrodes to stimulate the
remaining healthy retinal cells and send
visual information to the optic nerve,
thus restoring the ability to discern
light, movement, and shapes. In Febru-
ary 2013 it became the first commercial
visual prosthesis to be approved for
use in the United States.

The Argus |l retinal prosthesis system: X-Ray image of Argus | retinal implant:

Examples of Susan's visual world with the implants:
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to hear sound references inspired by PanArctic, created by composer


http://www.qdepartment.com/Panartic/
http://www.drazenbosnjak.com/

Distortion:

As the story unfolds, Susan’s eye implants begin to malfunction and her vision becomes increasingly plagued with digital
distortion. Not only does she and Hew see the flicker and interference patterns we recognize as digital signals on the fritz,
but her memories and imagination eventually work their way into her broadcasted sight, as though the eyes have be-come a
portal into her subconscious. Audience members are now accustomed to the gimmicky use of TV static and digital
distortions as a way of trying to make commercials and movie trailers more exciting. For PanArctic we will create a new

aesthetic which will be visually interesting and also integral to the telling of the story.

to see a reference for this unique animated technique.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LG39Wp7OzQ

Locations:

Barrow, the northern-most city in the United States, sits atop Alaska on the shores of the Arctic Ocean. It contains
a majestic frozen landscape of countless islands, fjords, and glaciers.




Cinematography:

PanArctic will be shot on a combination of film and a high resolution digital format (RED camera). Susan’s POV will
be digital and hand held, contrasting with the external world’s balance of fluidity and stillness, which will be shot
on film. For the film’s primary look, the work of Harris Savides in some of Gus Van Sant’s films such as Elephant
and Gerry will be an inspiration in terms of using natural light to a simple, beautiful effect.




Cinematography: cont'd

Cinematic negative space will speak for itself on the tundra where the use of wide-shots will allow the environment’s
innate expressiveness to come through. The grand scale of the barren landscape will be used as a metaphor for the
isolation and loneliness of the character’s inner lives. To further separate the two different ways the characters see
the world, long lenses will be used to shoot the environment and wide lenses for Susan’s POV.
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