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Director’s Message
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Due to the COVID-19 outbreak we have canceled the 

Women of Hope Luncheon scheduled for May 6. However, 
our expenses haven’t been canceled, so if you would  like to make a 
donation please use the enclosed envelope.

Dear Friends,

Well this has certainly been a spring to remember! The 
COVID-19 pandemic impacted all of us, including us here at 
Mary’s Inn. Erring on the side of caution, we decided to have 
the residents self-isolate here, going out only when necessary 

and prohibiting visitors for the time being. 
While it is definitely an inconvenience, the 
residents are surviving with flying colors. 
While isolated they continue to maintain 
order here in the house and they are 
becoming experts at disinfecting! They 
have cut out material for face masks as 
a way to help during this crisis. Morale 
is good, and I’m proud of the way they 
are weathering this storm. They are true 

survivors, having survived many storms in their lives up to now, 
all of which were worse than COVID-19. The staff has also been 
troopers, self-isolating if they were not feeling good and holding 
Zoom meetings to keep in touch. 

We continue to be committed to offering parenting skills, life 
skills, and faith-based messages of hope during this time. This 
outbreak won’t last forever, and when we come out of it we pray 
our faith in God will be even stronger. No matter what the future 
holds, we know Who holds the future.

God bless you and your loved ones, and God bless  Mary’s Inn!

Colleen Pasnik
Director

Homeless Stat: 

We thank you for your ongoing prayers and support.

Women of Hope Canceled

While the whole country is dealing with COVID-19, women 
who are homeless suffer in other ways. Common health 
problems among the homeless include malnutrition, parasitic 
infestations, dental and periodontal disease, degenera-
tive joint diseases, venereal diseases, hepatic cirrhosis 
secondary to alcoholism, and infectious hepatitis related to 
intravenous (IV) drug abuse.

Source: “Health Problems of Homeless People,” The National Center for 
Biotechnology Information (NCBI).

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to share some of our thoughts regard-
ing the coronavirus.

Our focus continues to be the health, safety, and security of the women we serve 
and the staff who serve them. Colleen and our team are on the front line as we 
battle this silent enemy. On a day-to-day, and a case-by-case basis, they are 
demonstrating a fearless commitment to the core values and mission of Mary’s 
Inn Maternity Home.

Colleen and her team are to be commended for their rapid response in imple-
menting, monitoring, and fulfilling the recommendations of the CDC guidelines to 

mitigate the spread of the virus within and outside our home.

Please continue to include the mothers, the babies, and the staff in your prayers. Though there is great 
fear surrounding the threat of disease, we can rest assured that we have a Father in Heaven who is 
with us in all things. This truth is true especially today with the spread of the coronavirus.

 Thank you for your continued support. May God bless you richly.

 
Tim Duggan,
President of the Board of Directors
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 Hello, my name is Mercedes (Sadie) McKenzie.
I lived at Mary’s Inn from April to July 2017. While 
I was there I was employed at Fareway as a meat 
clerk. I volunteered in my free time as well, helping 
Mary’s Inn any way I could. I got back into therapy 
and joined a women’s recovery group for drugs and 
alcohol. I got to know myself all over again, and 
prepared for Abel to make his entrance. He arrived 
August 26th, 2017. 

My advice to anyone in a similar situation as myself 
– pregnant, homeless, jobless and hopeless – is to 
not be afraid to reach out. There are so many people 
who would love to help you and your child(ren). The 
entire program at Mary’s Inn - and staff - saved my 
life and my sons’ lives (Abel and Jace). Without being 
able to experience what Mary’s Inn offered me and 
taught me, I honestly do not know where Abel and I 
would be. There is nothing they cannot help you with, 
whether you are pregnant or already have a young 
child. 

Since I left Mary’s Inn, I have maintained employ-
ment for 2 years. I have also maintained my home for 
the same amount of time. I bought a 2014 Chevrolet 
Cruze and took a few college courses. Abel is 2 and 
a half years old now, he’ll be going to preschool this 
year. I work three jobs: I deliver food for Doordash, 
work at Laundry Maxx in my area (Clinton, Iowa), and 
I am a server at Wapsi Willy’s in Long Grove, Iowa. 
Abel and I have a beautiful German shepherd/St. Ber-
nard mix named Kain who just turned one. Mary’s Inn 
helped me make a better life, and I’m grateful they 
were there for us.

New Staff

Brittany Edgmon
Hi I am Brittany Edgmon. I have two daughters, Chloe and Maria and I’m 
engaged to David. I started at Mary’s Inn in February of this year. Working 
with the residents to do the program and empowering them is great. I really 
enjoy being with them. My training in the military has taught me much in the 
area of discipline and respect. I will be starting the nursing program in the fall. 
I’m very happy to be working at Mary’s Inn.

Joanne Wagner
My name is Joanne Wagner and I am excited to be part of the Mary’s Inn 
team.  I am an Iowa native and moved to Dubuque last summer after living in 
West Bend, Wisconsin for 28 years and having a 21-year career with Wash-
ington County, WI. I relocated back to Iowa to be closer to family. I have two 
grown sons, one living in Minneapolis, MN and the other living in Madison, WI. 
I am glad to be part of a team doing such important work in our community!

Past Resident Update
Amanda Jones
Hi I am Amanda Jones. My husband and I have 3 boys. I started at Mary’s Inn 
Maternity Home in January 2020. I am very passionate about all things 
pregnancy, post-partum and lactation. I plan on becoming a Certified Lactation 
Counselor and Doula. I enjoy spending time outdoors with my family and 
homeschooling our children. I feel so blessed to be a part of the residents 
lives and empowering them to be the best version of themselves. 

Wartick Photography
Shelby Wartick is the photographer of our beautiful pictures on the front and back of this newsletter along with the 
above Mother’s Day photo. If you are interested in having Shelby work her magic for you, contact her at 563-542-7441, 
shelby@wartickphotography.com, or visit her Facebook page, Wartick Photography.

Happy 
Mother’s 
Day!

Kelsey & Eleanor



 

IN MEMORY OF:
Shirley Albright from Stephen & Sharon Loeffelholz
Charles Anderson from Mark & Sue Lansing
Tony Bauman from Kathy Petitgout
Ted Blanchard from Marilyn Blanchard, Dr. John & Laura 

Dolehide, Randy & Dianne Kemp, Paul & Pam Peck-
osh, Jerome & Nan Welch

Helen Gaul from Sandy Davidshofer/Kendall Hunt Pub-
lishing Company

Bob Heffern from Mick & Mary Olson
Jim & LaVonne Heitkamp from Virginia Holland
Helen Kalmes from Lawrence Kalmes
Leroy Kelchen from Jeff & Theresa Chapman
Virginia Knepper from Mary Neiers
Fr. Thomas McAndrew from Dick & Marilyn Vogt
Kay McDonnell from Mary Neiers

Kevin McDonough from Iyla Ant
Carlyle Olson from Jeff & Theresa Chapman 
Joe & Rose Peiffer from Oswald, Dean & Lisa
Rev. John Ptacek from Jeff & Theresa Chapman 
Frank & Sophie Reihle from Janet Reihle
Geri Ryan from Jan McDonough
Michael Sadler from Dick & Jean Mescher
Bonnie Shearer from Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek and Mike 

& Linda Budde
Patrick Scherrman from Jeff & Theresa Chapman
Lois Smith from John Smith
Bernice Stoffel from Merlin & LaVonne Wilgenbusch
James Sweeney from Jeff & Theresa Chapman 
Grace Wieneke from Dick & Jean Mescher
Vivian Zalaznik, from Tony & Janice Krapfl

IN HONOR OF:
JoAnn Deacon from Dick & Jean Mescher
Carrie Fangman from Dick & Jean Mescher 
Chuck & Linda Fiegen Family from Capri College
George Huggins from Dick & Jean Mescher 
Kathy Klein from Dick & Jean Mescher 

Frs. Kruse & Schueller from Tony & Janice Krapfl
Ruth Lucas from Dick & Jean Mescher 
Ralph & Rita Manternach 60th wedding anniversary 

from Mary Neiers
Linda Scheider from Dan & Barb Nicholson 

 Honorariums, Memorials, and Donations

6 •  SPRING 2020  • HeartToHeart • www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

(Dec 16, 2019 – March 25, 2020) (Dec 16, 2019 – March 25, 2020) Honorariums, Memorials, and Donations

DONATIONS FROM
  INDIVIDUALS
Althaus, Linda
Ament, Mike & Mary   
Pat

Anderson, Richard & 
Mary

Anonymous
Auderer, Vern
Beaves, Ted & Deb
Becker, Leo
Bell Becky
Benda, Lawrence & 
Marsha

Beringer, Tom & Carol
Berning, Lloyd & Janet
Besler, Ken & Darlene
Bodine, Jeff & Kathy
Boever, Keith & Jenny
Bourek, Dr. Virgil & 
Marian

Braun, Jim
Braun, Kevin & Maria
Brehm, Don & Mary 
Ellen

Brehm, Mike & Sara
Breitbach, Bob & Cathy
Brennan, Mary Jo
Budde, Mike & Linda
Burbach, Tony & Mary
Burds, Nancy
Burds, Todd & Nancy
Burlage, Mickey
Buse, Margaret
Capesius, Marcelline
Chapman, Michael & 
Beverly

Christie, Nate
Cicciarelli, Frank & 
Theresa

Claussen, Linda
Clemen, Roger & Jane
Coble, Dan & Lola
Cook, Terry & Holly
Cosley, Dennis & Mary
Cunningham, Joe & 
Mary

Curoe, Jim & Monica
Cushman, Jim & Briana
Cushman, David & Holly
Czarnecki, Phyllis
Dalton, Michael & Molly
Danner, Tom & Mary Jo
Delaney, Gerald & Judy
Demmer, Russ & 
Jennifer

Demmer, Wayne & Joan
Dietzenbach, Fr. Alan
Digmann, Jerry & Karol
Dillman, Michael
Dodds, Daniel & Diane
Dolehide, Cait
Dolehide, Dr. John & 
Laura

Donnelly, Dennis & Lori
Draper, Fr. Tom
Dudzik, Jim & Kris
Edminster, Drew

Ellingson, Judy
Exline, Todd & Ellyn
Feldman, Jerome
Feldmann, Elmer & 
Dorothy

Feyen, Ed & Kim
Fiegen, Chuck & Linda
Fluhr, Shawn & Angela
Folsom, Leo & JoAnn
Freisinger, Paul & Mary
Frick, Robert & Mary 
Kay

Friedel, Thomas & Dana
Friedman, Larry
Frueh, Leo & Mary
Fruend, John & Amy
Gallet, Andre & Lisa
Gantz, Carolyn
Geisler, Todd & Christi
Gianino, Joe & Sara
Giese, Jim & Cathy 
Giese, Tom & Paula
Gilloon, Art & Penny
Goedken, Terry & Jan
Goodale, Reginald & 
Angela

Gregory, Dick & Mary 
Jean

Gschwendtner, Louise
Habel, Bob & Marlene
Hamblin, Jacqueline
Hardie, Stephen & 
Connie

Hayes, Donna
Heiderscheit, Lyle & Pat
Heinle, Jim & Suzanne
Hesprich, Kim & Steve
Hoefer, Gregory & Ellen
Holland, Virginia
Honkamp, Joyce
Houselog, Ken & Amy
Huber, Fr. Henry
Huff, Jim & Sue
Isenhart, Charles
Jacobs, Dan & Susan
Janicki, John & Katy
Johll, Paul & Diane
Jordan, Bruce & Carol
Keifer, Jim & Jody
Kirby, Travis & Andrea
Kirchberg, Dorothy
Kircher, Peg
Klapatauskas, Kyle & 
Stephanie

Klauer, Bob & Judy
Klinge, Jim & Sandi
Koch, Daniel
Kochendorfer, William
Komiskey, Virginia
Konrardy, Mary
Koopman, Tom & Helen
Koppes, Jerry & Darlene
Kouba, Terry & Julie
Kramer, Wayne & Teresa
Krapfl, Laurance & 
Darlene

Krapfl, Tony & Janice
Krapfl, Cody & Jessica

Kremer, Dennis & Ellen
Kruse, Angela
Kutsch, Joseph
Lang, Tom & Kris
Lansing, Jim & Marilyn
LaRue, Craig & Dianne
Lattner, Mike & Claire
Link, Allan & Alice
Link, Brian & Angella
Link, Delbert & Lois
Lippe, Gregory & 
Margaret

Loutsch, Wilma
Lovewell, Lauren
Lucas, Tom & Ruth
Lueken, Elaine
Lukasik, John & Sue
Lydia’s Grandchildren
Maiers, Lisa
Mallie, Leo & Rosemary
Manders, Lorin
Mans, Dennis & Alice
Mauss, John & Mary Lou
McAndrew, Fr. Thomas
McClain, Mark
McCormick, Lela
McCullough, Shirley
McDermott, Todd & 
Dana

McDonough, Bill
McDonough, Louis
McDonough, Paul & 
Marianne

Meloy, Loras & Susan
Miller, Patricia
Moes, Sr. Mary Dolores
Moothart, Tim & Mary
Muir, Diane
Myers, Colleen
Nauman, Mark & Mary
Neiers, Mary
Nicholson, Dan & Barb
Nilles, Gwen
Nowacki, Ron & Barb
O’Brien, Mark & Val
O’Connell, Daniel & 
Ellen

O’Shea, Johnny & Heidi
Odden, Mark & Marie
Olson, Chuck & JoAnn
Ostwinkle, Dan & 
Marietta

Ostwinkle, Joseph & 
Alice

Ott, Luanus
Ottavi, John & Stephanie
Otting, Fr. Paul
Pape, Loras & Susie
Pechous, Paul & Nancy
Pedersen, Mary
Pederson, Dan & Barb
Pint, Matthew & Dawn
Pitts, Dave & Sheila
Portz, Madonna
Rabbett, Troy & Justine
Radloff, Ron & Mary
Reihle, Dolores
Reiter, Jacqueline

Rhoads, Rick
Richard, Ed & Mary Ann
Riesselman, Kay
Rima, Dennis & Julie
Robinson, Margarite
Rottinghaus, Rick & 
Mona

Sakas, Peter & Ginger
Schaefer, Tom & 
Margaret

Scherner, Paul & Joyce
Scherr, Mike & Gail
Scherrman, Larry & 
Irene

Schieltz, Dorothy
Schiffer, Leona
Schilling, Terry & Dee
Schmid, Mary
Schmidt, Jim & Mary
Schmidt, Susan
Schmitt, James & Amy
Schneider, Deb
Schoellen, Tom & 
Patricia

Schrup, Charles & 
Connie

Schulte, Bryan
Schuster, Gary & Jayne
Sellner, Corey & Carlyn
Sigwarth, Robert & 
Linda

Simon, Char
Simon, Thelma
Simpson, Tom & Beth
Syke, Tom & Judy
Smith, John
Smith, Quentin & 
Katherine

Sprank, Glen & 
Gerianne

Stabenow, David & Eva
Stackis, Ashley
Steffen, Florian & Karen
Steffen, Herbert & 
Norma Jean

Sullivan, Jim & Anita
Sudmeier, Russell & 
Rosalie

Sullivan, Michael & Julie
Sunseri, John & Pat
Sweeney, Jim & Margo
Sweeney, Bill & Pat
Terwilleger, Sam & Julia
Theisen, Chris & Pamela
Tracy, Matt & Marcine
Trenkamp, Lillian
Tritz, Mary
Turnis, Steve & Arlene
VanCleve, Gary & 
Tammy

Vaske, Jim & Bev
Veach, David & Julie
Vogt, Dick & Marilyn
Vontalge, John & Alice
Votsmier, Charles & Lois
Wach, David
Wagner, Mike & Susan
Wall, Donna

Waller, Don & Cherie
Weber, Jeanette
Weber, Peggy
Werner, Ed & Susan
Wernke, David & 
Bernadette

Westhoff, Brian & Tara
Weston-Kolarik, Doug
White, Joyce
White, Neal & Marian
Whiteman, Steve & 
Christine

Wilgenbusch, Mel & 
Marlene

Wilgenbusch, Merlin & 
LaVonne

Wilwert, Lavern & Joan
Yaklin, Frank & Alexia
Zoll, Rose Rita

DONATIONS FROM 
ORGANIZATIONS

7 Hills Brewing
A Ripple Effect
Church of the Nativity
Dick & Sharon Cody 
Family Fund

Conlon Construction 
Company

Demmer Oil Company
Dubuque Racing 
Association

Floor Show Corporation
Geisler Brothers
Graham’s Style Store
H & H Home Crafters
Honkamp Krueger & Co. 
Community Service

Immaculate Conception, 
Fairbank

Jesus Christ Prince of 
Peace, Clinton

Kalmes Restaurant
Knights of Columbus, 
Cascade

LaSalle Catholic School, 
Holy Cross

Midwest One Bank
New Melleray Abbey
Premier Bank
Sisters of Charity of the 
Blessed Virgin

Sisters of the Visitation
St. John Catholic 
Church, Independence

St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, 
Peosta

St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, Epworth

St. Thomas Aquinas 
Pastorate, Cascade

 

InnKeepers Who are the Innkeepers?
The Innkeepers are the people who keep the Inn open by committing to a monthly 
donation. Levels of support start at $10/month. Mary’s Inn needs people willing to 
become an Innkeeper. Call Colleen (563-552-6288) to get started as an Innkeeper!

MONTHLY INNKEEPERS:
Anonymous
Boever, Keith & Jenny
Budde, Mike & Linda
Cahill, Mike
Chameli, David & Kathy
Cushman, David & Holly
Delagardelle, Diane
Dieck, Al & Barb
Dolter, Kathryn
Duggan, Tim & Julie
Ehlers, Chris & Barb
Fager, Francis & Doreen
Felderman, Anne
Fiegen, Chuck & Linda
Flesher, Carrie & Stella 
Friederick, Carol 
Friedman, Larry

Frith, Michele Ann
Frye, Bill & Jan
Geisler, Todd & Christi
Gloeckner, Al 
Glover, Rich & Karen
Gulyash, Steve & Theresa
Henkels, Jim & Carla 
Hepler, Drew & Nicole
Hesprich, Steve & Kim
Hucker, Susan
Johannsen, Teresa
Klauer, Jim & Nancy
Koch, Daniel
Kochendorfer, Bill
Koetz, Jim & Kim
Kohler-Dage, Patricia
Kumor, Ben & Stephanie 

Lansing, Mark & Sue
Leifker, Sr. Mary Jo
Loeffelholz, Stephen & 
Sharon
McCormick, Lela 
McDonough, Jan
McKeon, Drs. Mark & Staci
Meis, Vincent
Montague, Barry & Shelley
Mormann, Bill & Mary
Neichter, Carol
Nuti, Audrey
Obendorf, Lori
Oglesby, Tom & Mary 
Olson, Mick & Mary
Our Lady of the Mississippi 
Abbey

Pasnik, Bill & Colleen 
Pederson, Dan & Barbara
Pitzen, Rick & Teri
Pope, Don & Marjorie
Portzen, Mike & Sally
Rauen, William & Jessica
Rettenmeier, Andy & Ann
Richard, Edward & Mary Ann
Scherr, Matt & Ann
Schmidt, James & Mary
Schmitt, Tom & Diane
Steinberg, Ed & Pat
Takes, Betty
Thies, Patricia
Thomas, Ramona
Valentine, Ben
Vavricek, Dennis & Linda
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Special thanks to iSolved for their monthly In-Kind donations.
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