
Amateur Baseball’s “Golden Years” in 
Northwest Georgia 

 

Amateur Baseball flourished in the Tri-State Area between 1925 and the late 
1950s, and was a showcase for future minor and major league players.  

 

 

 

The North Georgia League Pennant Winning 1955 Team from Tunnel Hill 
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Records indicate that the North Georgia League was established in 1923 with six teams (Alton Park, 
Davenport Hosiery, Trion, Lafayete, Chickamauga, and Berryton). As would be the case throughout the 
story of these local leagues, membership from year to year was fluid based upon sponsorships and local 
interest and support. Also, through the history of these leagues up through the 1950s, the names of 
these clubs/teams were some�mes the name of the city or community and some�mes carried the name 
of the sponsors.  

A 1936 newspaper ar�cle revealed some of the teams and sponsors including: Rome Hosiery, 
Chickamauga Crystals (Crystal Springs Bleachery), Rome Bakers and Chickamauga Home 

Interest in all baseball was highest in the 1950s. The postwar (WWII) excitement of being able to focus 
on the na�onal pas�me brought a new level of play, fan interest, newspaper coverage and radio 
broadcasts to a popula�on eager for a posi�ve experience. Reports in great detail on local amateur play, 
minor-league and major league play filled the sports pages.  

This was high quality baseball featuring former high school standouts, college players, aspiring 
professional players and former professionals. There were several Catoosa County players from the 1950 
era who would go on to play professional baseball. These include Thomas “Tink” Bowman with the 
Cleveland Indians, Roy Hawes with the Washingtom Senators and Jim Callaway with the Milwaukee 
Braves. 

In the 1950 season there were nine leagues in the Tri-State area with three of these in Northwest 
Georgia. Graysville, Boynton, Tunnel Hill, and Ringgold played in the Lookout Valley League, Chickamauga 
and Dalton played in the City League and Murray County had their own league with six teams.  

The 1955 pennant winning team in the North Georgia League was Tunnel Hill which actually carried the 
name of their sponsor, Paramount Dairies, on their uniforms. Many Ringgold residents were members of 
this team, including Jim Callaway, Bob Davis, “Doc” Jay and Jack Jay.  

With various local leagues, teams from Tunnel Hill, Ringgold and Boynton played in several different 
leagues between the 1920s and the 1950s. This included the Chatanooga City League, North Georgia 
League, and Lookout Valley League. During this �me there was also inter-league play as these amateur 
teams worked to fill their schedules.  

Newspaper ar�cles from this era reveal that there was a lot of zeal and compe��veness. In June of 1950 
the Chatanooga Times reported “In a game marked by continuous arguments and near fisticuffs, 
Boynton rallied for five runs in the top of the ninth to down a stubborn last-place Ringgold at Ringgold in 
the Lookout Valley League”. 

Another amusing anecdote was from a report from a game in June of 1954 that reads “Dalton won the 
first-half championship in the North Georgia League yesterday. Dalton was leading Tunnel Hill 10-3 in the 
top of the eighth when umpire Clarence “Bull” Davis forfeited the game to Dalton after Tunnel Hill’s 
pitcher refused to use the ball given to him by the umpire”. 



Nicknames for players were quite popular in the day. Another June 1950 clipping with the headline 
“Boynton Wins 8th in Lookout Valley”, we see the player names “Mulehead” and “Juice”. 

Baseball reporters in the 1950s were colorful in their repor�ng, which added addi�onal entertainment 
value to their reports. An ar�cle in the June 12, 1950, issue of the Chatanooga Daily Times stated ‘the 
win was the ninth straight for Boynton and kept their record unblemished. Van Yates had three hits for 
the losers. Ringgold pulled a triple play in the third inning when R. F. Jay made a nice catch of a liner, and 
fast relaying turned the catch into a triple killing. 

 

 

In 1950 (above) Boynton played in the City League, with Ringgold and Tunnel Hill in the Lookout Valley 
League. 

 

 

 

 



Loca�on of Boynton Baseball Field in the 1950s 

 

 

The Boynton Baseball Field stood for years across Boynton Drive from (then) Carlock’s Grocery. Mr. Joe 
Carlock was the long-�me business manager for the team.  

In the 1953 ar�cles below, two players for Boynton who will sign future major league contracts (Jim 
Callaway and Tink Bowman). 

A February 7, 1950, newspaper ar�cle in the Chatanooga Daily Times announced a mee�ng at Carlock’s 
Grocery for the purpose of team organiza�on for the coming season.  



 



 



 

The hi�ng prowess of the 1955 Tunnel Hill Team is recounted in this ar�cle ci�ng the hi�ng of Jim 
Callaway and Doc Jay. At the �me Jim Callaway was on the University of Georgia baseball team and Doc 
Jay went on to Spring Training with the New York Yankees and was offered a contract but chose instead 
to return to Ringgold and start his family.  

 

 

 



 

This pennant winning Tunnel Hill team of 1955 featured popular Ringgold players: Charles W. “Doc” Jay, 
Jim Callaway, Bob Davis, and Jack Jay.  
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