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Jim Callaway  

Recoun�ng The Career of a Ringgold Baseball Legend 

 

 

 
Four Year Leterman in Baseball, Football and Basketball, two-year leterman in track 

 
Four Year Leterman in Baseball, Leterman in Basketball, MVP of 1954 SEC Championship Team as a 
freshman, Captain of 1957 SEC East Championship Team, Recipient of 50-Year Athle�c Achievement 
Award 

 
A 5 ½ year professional career with the Braves organiza�on with s�nts in Panama City, Jacksonville, 
Atlanta and Aus�n where he was a two-�me member of the Texas League All-Star Team 
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Authors Comments 

Jim Callaway is one of the most recognizable faces in Ringgold and Catoosa County. His public service 
includes many years as County Manager for Catoosa County, following years of opera�ng Callaway 
Brothers with his family. He con�nues to be involved in managing the family’s assets and proper�es. Jim 
and his wife and family have been ac�ve members of First Bap�st Church in Ringgold for many years and 
with their son Bo, s�ll bring their “family harmony” to the choir there.  

I have known Jim Callaway all of my life. I followed his baseball career in “real �me” as a kid growing up 
in Ringgold. As I have worked on this documenta�on of his baseball career, it became obvious that Jim’s 
early life, his faith and his family had such an impact on his baseball career, and those characteris�cs 
have carried him through his post baseball life. Early on in this project, I told his lovely wife Beverly that 
if I had to use one word to describe Jim, it would be “gentleman.” He embodies the defini�on of the 
word to me. As I have con�nued through this project, I have learned some other words that need to be 
among those added to define the superla�ves of the man: faith, husband, father, character, and the one 
that glued all of those together – grit! 

Whatever word you use to describe that drive inside a person that will not allow them to quit, and to 
always want to be as good as they can be – that defines Jim. When asked to describe his defining trait 
Jim said, “I never wanted to lose, or be associated with people who were willing to accept anything 
other than winning, no mater the endeavor.” I am convinced that if I challenged Jim Callaway to any 
compe��ve endeavor, he would figure out a way to beat me. For a man to embody this drive for always 
doing the best you can, no mater what you are doing, and throughout it all be the quintessen�al 
gentlemen, is indeed rare.  

Most of all, I am honored to call Jim by one other name – my friend. 

Roger Bowman  
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Introduc�on 

James Dunn (Jim) Callaway was born in 1935 to John B. and Ethel Jones Callaway, joining the family with 
older brothers, J.W. and Richard. In the early days, the family lived in Cherokee Valley, later moving to 
Ringgold. Some years a�er moving to Ringgold another brother Ben was born. Jim’s father owned and 
operated the Callaway Gin and Store and Jim grew up working there and as a teenager worked on the 
various farms owned by the family and focused on vegetable farming on a property just east of Ringgold 
Gap. By the age of 13 Jim was farming on his own, raising vegetables on a 50-acre tract of land just east 
of Ringgold Gap. It was on these journeys down Depot Street and around the mountain driving his team 
of mules that he became acquainted with Cindy Felker (detailed in another paper). He would typically 
bring home his harvested vegetables, selling what he could to Ringgold grocers. By age 14 he was 
loading them on a truck and driving to the Chatanooga Farmer’s Market (“The Curb Market”) where he 
would stay un�l they were all sold, many �mes spending the night there.  

 

The Callaway Coton Gin in Ringgold 

From his experience as a farmer to the long fall days working in the coton gin, learning how to work and 
be responsible was the driving force in Jim’s early life, traits that would benefit him throughout his life, 
and specifically in his baseball career. Jim’s first baseball experiences were in back-yard baseball followed 
by American Legion ball from about age 13 on. 
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Ringgold High School (1948-1953) 

Jim began playing with the high school team while he was in the 7th grade and was officially on the high 
school team 8th through 12th grade. Since Jim was in the first class to go to school for 12 years, 8th graders 
were eligible to play varsity sports. Obviously, a middle school student would not be allowed to play on a 
high school team now, but that was not the case in that era. As a result of his “early start” he letered at 
Ringgold for five years. He played infield for all of his RHS career except his senior year when he was a 
catcher. A�er Jim graduated from RHS, his was the first baseball number to be re�red.  

 

 

Jim played football for four years, as a running back on offense and as a rover on defense, since in those 
days there was no platoon football. Jim was the first All Region player in Ringgold football history and 
was recruited by legendary University of Georgia Coach Wally Buts as a running back. He was the first 
all-region football player from Ringgold. 

He also played basketball and letered four years and was named to the All-Region Team as a guard.  

Jim also ran track for two years and finished 3rd in the state in the 440. 
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This 1953 ar�cle in the Chatanooga Times covers the Boynton team and local stars Jim Callaway and 
Thomas “Tink” Bowman, both of whom would go on to professional baseball careers. This was the 
summer a�er Jim graduated from Ringgold High School and prior to his joining the University of Georgia 
team.  
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University of Georgia (1954-1957) 

Recruited by Wally Buts as a running back, Jim arrived on campus to see a group of football recruits 
from Pennsylvania coal country and determined that, in his words “those guys will kill me in prac�ce.” 
Recognizing these factors, he told Coach Buts that his real passion was for baseball. Jim and Coach Buts 
remained close friends throughout his stay at Georgia and un�l Coach Buts passed in 1973. 

 

Coach Wally Buts 

Other than one year of basketball at UGA, Jim dedicated himself to baseball under the tutelage of UGA 
legendary baseball coach Jim Whatley, who was coach of the Bulldogs from 1951-1975. He and Jim were 
lifelong friends un�l “Big Jim” passed away in 2001. 

 

Jim Whatley 

At the University of Alabama, Jim Whatley earned 10 varsity leters in four sports. He played tackle on 
the 1934 Rose Bowl team and was voted All-SEC in 1935. In 1934 and 1935, he was an All-SEC basketball 
center. He played pro football for the Brooklyn Dodgers from 1936-38 before star�ng a career in 
coaching. He was hired by the University of Georgia in 1950. He was an assistant football coach for 11 
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years, head basketball coach for two years, and the head baseball coach for 24 years. Jim Whatley was 
given sole credit for luring Fran Tarkenton away from Tech to UGA. 

 

 

In an AJC ar�cle from April of 1954, UGA Coach Jim Whatley stated that Jim Callaway had been moved to 
second base from the ou�ield. Whatley was quoted as saying “He will probably be playing second base 
for the rest of the season. That is his best spot, and he hasn’t made an error since I moved him to second, 
and he can hit. In fact, he is our only left-handed hitter on the team.  

In no small part to Jim Callaway, Georgia won the SEC Championship in 1954 and Jim Callaway, as a 
freshman, was voted by his teammates as the Most Valuable Player. This would be the first of many 
accolades during his UGA baseball career, including being named to the All-SEC team and serving as UGA 
Team Captain.  
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Shortly a�er UGA won the SEC Championship in 1954, UGA Athle�c Director Wally Buts announced that 
Georgia would not be sending the true SEC Championship team to the Region 8 NCAA Playoffs because 
four of the team’s starters were freshmen, who, under NCAA rules, are ineligible for the playoffs. 
Ringgold’s Jim Callaway, star Bulldog second baseman was one of the main “freshmen” reasons. 
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Jim’s SEC Championship Ring 

 

Following their SEC Championship season, seven members of the team, including Jim, secured summer 
jobs at a paper mill in Georgetown, SC where they played on the company’s baseball team in the 
Palmeto League. All but one player on the team were college players. All players had to work at actual 
jobs during the day and they played baseball 5 nights a week.  
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In June of 1954, Coton Weeks and fellow UGA Supporters hosted a large dinner in Ringgold with the 
featured speakers being Wally Buts, UGA Athle�c Director and “Publicitor” Dan Magill, Jr. An extensive 
summary of this gathering was detailed in Russ Walker’s column “Mawnin” in the Chatanooga Times. 
While much of the commentary from both speakers focused on the football program, Coach Buts was 
quick to men�on the outstanding baseball players at UGA from Northwest Georgia, including Bob Keyes 
and Jim Callaway from Ringgold. Buts was especially complimentary of Callaway who had made the All-
SEC team as a freshman and was selected by his teammates as “Most Valuable Player”.  

In speaking about of incident about Callaway, Wally explained about what the boys on the squad call the 
“iron curtain,” his �n fence around the football field where he holds secret prac�ces. He said that a�er a 
hard baseball workout, he saw Callaway leave the baseball field, go over to the “iron curtain” and 
disappear into the field beyond. Interested, Wally followed to see what was going on. Looking through a 
crack in the “curtain,” he saw Callaway alone, prac�cing 100-yard dashes to build up his speed. “He,” said 
Wally “is a credit to both his family and to his community.” 
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By April 2, 1955, UGA had won five straight games by defea�ng non-league opponent Loyola 5-4. This 
victory came a�er falling behind 4-1 at the botom of the ninth inning. With the bases loaded, Jim 
Callaway’s single drove all three in, and Callaway scored on a wild pitch by Loyola scoring the winning 
run.  

Georgia started the 1955 SEC schedule with a series sweep of Florida. In the final game, the Atlanta 
Cons�tu�on reported that Jim Callaway, Bulldog second baseman, led the assault on three Gator 
pitchers with two triples and a single. 

Everything did not always turn out as Jim wanted as the photo from the Atlanta Cons�tu�on reported 
below in April of 1955. Jim was carrying a .435 ba�ng average a�er this Tech series.  

 

Atlanta Journal Sportswriter, Cur�s Driskell’s ar�cle in the May 4, 1955, issue featured the headline 
“Record or Not? Callaway Asks. He reported the following: Georgia second baseman Jim Callaway is 
wondering whether he holds some kind of record as a result of his ba�ng performance in the two-game 
series with Florida State. The trouble is that – neither Callaway nor anyone else knows just where to 
check the figures to establish the precedent. The stocky Bulldog infielder drew walks his first �mes at bat 
Tuesday. Added to his three consecu�ve free passes on Monday, it gave Callaway eight bases on balls 
against the Seminoles and made his ba�ng average for the series .500 on the basis of a single and a pop-
up.  
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By July of 1955, Jim was back in Ringgold playing for Tunnel Hill in the North Georgia League. An ar�cle in 
the Chatanooga Times reported that Tunnel Hill had defeated Calhoun 25-2 led by Jim Callaway’s grand 
slam home run. Another report in August had Callaway hi�ng two singles, a double and a triple in a 24-8 
win over West Lafayete.  

 

The 1955 Tunnel Hill team, sponsored by Paramount Dairies included Jim Callaway (front row, 4th from 
the le�) and several other Ringgold players, won the North Georgia League pennant.  

 

The pre-season report for the Georgia Bulldogs in March of 1957 listed second baseman Jim Callaway as 
Team Captain.  

“Callaway Foxed Minshew and Minshew Foxed Tech” 

In April of 1957 an ar�cle by Jim Minter in the Atanta Cons�tu�on covering this interes�ng story as 
follows: 

Because Georgia baseball captain and second baseman Jim Callaway is a catcher during the summer, the 
Bulldog pitching staff has been provided with a shot in the arm this spring. 

Because of Callaway’s catching, Wayne Minshew is a Bulldog hurler. And it was Minshew who beat 
Georgia Tech, the Jacket’s first conference loss, in relief Saturday. 
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It was Callaway who brought Minshew to Georgia and Callaway who made him a pitcher. The two played 
ball to gather last summer in a league at Ringgold, Callaway’s hometown. 

Minshew, a pitcher at West Georgia junior-college last spring, played shortstop in the Ringgold league. 
But he also did some hurling and his snappy curves impressed catcher Callaway. “Come to Georgia,” 
Callaway told him. “Okay replied to Minshew, but I’m going out for shortstop. Don’t you tell them over 
there about me pitching”. 

But Callaway informed Georgia coach Jim Whatley of men’s shoes curveball. Whatley put him on the 
mound, saw the curve and pronounced him a pitcher.  

So, the fellow who wanted to play shortstop now has beaten powerful Georgia Tech, fanned 42 become 
the Bulldogs strikeout pace and boasts a fan of earned run average of 1.98. 

Callaway could not have made his find at a beter �me. The Georgia pitching staff, with Billy Herne s�ll 
not up to 1956 power because of a football injury has not been this staff Whatley expected a�er the 
1956 season. 

And as long as Minshew is able to help the cause as he did against Tech, he’s not complaining about 
missing his chance at shortstop. 
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Callaway Finishes Career at UGA and Moves on to Professional Baseball 

A�er signing a pro contract with the Milwaukee Braves organiza�on Callaway was assigned to the Class D 
League farm club Panama City Fliers, playing in the Alabama-Florida League.  

 

“Let Me Take Him” 

In those days in D-ball the manager was also a player. Jim is pictured above with player/manager Jim 
Deery pf the Panama City Fliers. Jim had gone to Panama City to play 2nd base, but management kept 
Deery as the 2nd baseman and assigned Jim to play shortstop – which did not please Jim. As such, he and 
Deery had a rather cool rela�onship. During a game versus Fort Walton, their player/manager, a large 
gruff man named Cobb was called out on a double play by the Deery/Callaway combina�on. As he 
roared past Jim, he said something like “Callaway, I’ll get you next time.” Neither Deery nor Callaway 
were large men and Deery was even the slighter of the two. At a subsequent game, the same situa�on 
arose and when Jim made the throw to first, he purposely “clipped” Cobb’s ear as he roared down the 
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baseline. When he passed Callaway, he hit him with his elbow. At this point Jim tackled him, and they 
began rolling around in the sand. At this point Deery (the smaller of the three) walked up and said “Jim, 
let me take him.” At this point all three began laughing. From that point on Jim and Deery had a great 
rela�onship.  

In August of 1927, Atlanta Cons�tu�on, Sportswriter Mel Derrick reported that “Jim Callaway, Georgia’s 
four-year second baseman is s�cking well above .300 for Panama City in the Class D Alabama-Florida 
League.  

Panama City Fliers – 1957 

The Panama City Fliers were a minor league baseball team based in Panama City, Florida, that operated 
in the Alabama–Florida League. They were founded in 1951 as an affiliate of the Detroit Tigers . The 
team won league championships in 1955 and again in 1957 when Callaway played there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Panama_City,_Florida
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Alabama%E2%80%93Florida_League
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Detroit_Tigers
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Callaway Joins the Atlanta Crackers in December of 1957 

The Atlanta Crackers were a Minor League Baseball between 1901 and 1965. The Crackers were part of 
the Class AA Southern Associa�on, a period during which they won more games than any other 
Associa�on team, earning the nickname the "Yankees of the Minors". The Crackers were Atlanta's home 
team un�l the Atlanta Braves moved from Milwaukee in 1966. The Crackers were a farm club of the 
Milwaukee Braves during Callaway’s days with the club.  

 

In December of 1957 the Crackers announced their team roster for the upcoming season. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_League_Baseball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double-A_(baseball)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta_Braves
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The Crackers played at Ponce de Leon Ballpark. 
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This ar�cle from the Atlanta Cons�tu�on in March of 1958 is focused on Jim Callaway and also men�ons 
Roy Hawes, a player who would have future connec�ons with Callaway’s hometown. 
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Jim Callaway-Atlanta Cracker 

 

 
Jim’s Atlanta Crackers Memorabilia Case 
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Inside the Shirt Home Run 

During his Atlanta Crackers’ career Jim was sent down to Jacksonville, another Braves farm team who 
played in the South Atlan�c League (Sally League). During one par�cular game Jim launched a deep ball 
to right field and the right fielder made a play for the ball close to the fence. As Jim reached first, he was 
sent on by the first base coach. As he reached second base, he looked in the ou�ield and saw some 
confusion. As he went on to third, he was waved on to home by the third base coach. Having thought he 
had recorded an “inside the park home run” he found out that in making the play for the fly ball, the ball 
had slipped inside the right fielder’s sleeve and inside the shirt. Instead of reaching inside and retrieving 
the ball for an out, the ou�ielder pulled his shirt tail out of his pants and the ball fell to the ground. 
Though technically it was an inside the park homer, it became known as “the inside the shirt homer.”  

Callaway Moves to Texas 

In 1959. Jim signed with the Aus�n Senators, a Milwaukee Braves affiliate of the AA Texas League. This 
move from the AA Atlanta Crackers to the AA Aus�n Senators occurred the same year that the Pan-
American Associa�on was formed. This short-lived “partnership” between the Texas League and the 
Mexican League had been encouraged to foster the rela�onship between Mexico and the United States.  

 

From the Mexican League, the following teams par�cipated: 
 
Poza Rica 
Nuevo Laredo 
Mexico City (Diablos Rojos) 
Mexico City (Tigres) 
Monterrey 
Veracruz 
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From the Texas League, the following teams par�cipated: 
 
Victoria 
Aus�n 
Tulsa  
San Antonio 
Amarillo 
Corpus Chris� 
Rio Grande Valley 
 

Inter-league games counted in the standings for each league and Champion of the Pan-American 
Associa�on was crowned at the end of the season, following a Championship Series. 
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Pan American Championship Memorabilia 
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Jim Callaway and Beverly A�er an Aus�n Game 
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Disch Field – Home of the Aus�n Senators 

 

Jim & Beverly at Disch Field 
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Bad News at Home Plate! 

(Aus�n American Statesman - April 1960) 
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Chatanooga Times 

June- 1960 
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Spring of 1961 
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Callaway Appointed Temporary Manager 

In May of 1961, with the Aus�n Senators stuck in Amarillo wai�ng for the rains to stop, allowing a series 
with the Gold Sox to begin, Aus�n Manager Bill Adair was called away due to a family illness. According 
to an ar�cle in the Aus�n American Statesman “Jim Callaway, the Senator’s spunky backstop, was 
handed the managerial reins pending Adair’s return.”  

 

Aus�n American Statesman Reports Another Callaway Born 

On June 10, 1961, it was reported that “Austin catcher Jim Callaway was passing out cigars. A son, James 
Dunn Callaway II, weighing 7 pounds, 15 ounces was born to Jim and his wife Beverly on Friday morning.” 

 

Re�rement from Professional Baseball 

In late July of 1961 Jim Callaway made the hard decision to re�re and return with his family to his 
hometown of Ringgold, GA. The Aus�n newspaper reported, quo�ng Team President Allen Russell, that 
“Callaway had been alternating as a catcher, utility infielder and outfielder this season, once even taking 
over as temporary manager in Bill Adair’s absence. He maintained a .244 batting average here”. 

A three-year Aus�n Senator, Callaway was a member of the 1960 Texas League All-Star team and in two 
full seasons, bated .279 and .296. 
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Atlanta Crackers 1962 “Old Timers Game” Features Two Ringgold Stars 

 

 

 

As a part of an Old-Timer’s Event sponsored by the Aus�n Senators/Round Rock Express at their new 
stadium in Round Rock, Texas, current players for the team purchased and presented players on the 1959 
Pan American League Championship team with Championship Rings. 

 
Jim’s Pan-American Championship Ring 
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Baseball Legends 

 
Jim Callaway pictured with Mickey Mantle and Hank Aaron. Jim played with Hank’s brother 

Tommy in the minor leagues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



41 
 

 

Jim Callaway Presented University of Georgia Athle�c Achievement Award in 2013 
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Jim With His Favorite Bat 

To put a perspec�ve on Jim Callaway’s baseball career, we can look at some sta�s�cs.  

Na�onally, of all high school baseball players who earn leters, less than 2% will play at Division I 
universi�es. Jim not only did this but was MVP of the University of Georgia Baseball team as a freshman, 
when Georgia won the SEC Championship. In addi�on, Jim was Captain of the UGA baseball team later in 
his UGA career. 

Of these small numbers of baseball players who do play in Division I, some 25% will play professional 
baseball at any level. Again, Jim crossed this hurdle, and his professional career was with some of the 
best teams in A and AA baseball. In 1960 Jim was named to the Texas League All-Star Team.  
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Jim’s Family 

 

 

Jim & Beverly at A Recent Family Celebra�on 

Jim and his lovely wife Beverly Hale Callaway are proud parents of children James D. Callaway II (“Bo”), 
Todd, and daughter Cayce.  

A�er playing baseball in high school, Bo played at Middle Georgia College where the team won the 
Na�onal Junior College Championship. He finished his baseball career playing at Murray State University 
where he majored in Communica�ons. 
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 Daughter Cayce graduated from Agnes Scot College and lived in Los Angles for some 20 years working 
in the film industry, primarily focused on documentary films. One of these films “Into the Arms of 
Strangers: Stories of the Kindertransport” won an Academy Award and premiered at the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, where Jim and Beverly met and talked with many of the individuals who were 
saved by this British rescue operation of Jewish children from Nazi occupied countries.  

Todd graduated from Furman University and returned to Ringgold. He worked for 30 years in marke�ng 
for a local firm and now has his own business. He purchased the home where his father grew up. Todd is 
an avid tennis player.  

 

 

 


