
CONVENTION 
PROGRAM



CENTRAL TEXAS: 
WACO 

TEMPLE 
BRAZOS VALLEY:

BRYAN 
WEST TEXAS:

ABILENE 
MIDLAND 
LUBBOCK

SAN ANGELO

A SPECIALTY HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY 

e place you go
to make your home

beautiful!

FLOORING
COUNTERTOPS

LIGHTING
CABINET HARDWARE
WINDOW COVERINGS

AREA RUGS
SINKS & SINKS & FAUCETS

designco.co

SWD LIVESTREAM SPONSOR!

https://www.designco.co/


3
SWD.org

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

GREETINGS!

Welcome to the 2024 Southwestern District Spring 
Convention. This promises to be an event unlike 
any we’ve ever had in the SWD!

Your Board of Directors has heard your feedback 
from previous conventions, and we’ve been hard 
at work implementing many of the suggested 
changes. 

First and most evidently, we’re combining the 
two rounds of our Quartet Prelims into a single 
day on Friday. By doing so, we are opening up 
the majority of Saturday for expanded coaching, 
education and presentation opportunities.  

And as always, we’ll cap the weekend with a 
Saturday Night Show, headlined by the not-to-be-
missed 2019 BHS Champion Quartet, Signature!

As with our recent conventions, if you have 
friends or family who are unable to join in person, 
please remind them that we have a FREE live 
stream available so they can enjoy the events on 
the main stage live as they happen.

Thank you for coming and enjoy your SWD 
Spring Convention!

Scott Baylor, President,  
Southwestern District
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https://uta.goodtimeschorus.org/index.php
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HOUSE RULES 
INNOVATION BALLROOM

DON’T:
• smoke or vape

• use flash when photographing
• make recordings of any type

• cause distractions during any performance
• TEXT on your cell phone or mobile device

DO:
• switch off or silence cell phones, beepers, or 

other mobile devices
• remember that you should be seated and the 

doors will be closed before each contestant 
performs and doors will not open until they 

are finished
• CHEER WILDLY FOR EACH AND EVERY 

COMPETITOR!!

© COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
Copyright law strictly limits the use of audio or video recording devices 
during any performance. No audio or video recording device, whether 

or not in use, is permitted in the place of performance without prior 
permission of the Society. Any persons found in possession of any such 
device will be required to leave immediately, and the tape, film, or other 

recording media will be confiscated and any unauthorized recording 
erased or destroyed. 

Remember to get
your parking ticket validated!
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THURSDAY, MAY 2
Registration Opens ............................................7:00 PM
Hyatt Lobby

District BOD Meeting .......................................7:00 PM
Room 1325

FRIDAY, MAY 3
Registration Opens ........................................... 8:00 AM
Hyatt Lobby

Competitor Briefing .......................................... 8:30 AM
Innovation Stage 

Quartet Semifinals .......................................... 10:00 AM
Innovation

House of Delegates Meeting ............................3:30 PM
Lower Level, Industry Wing, Wildcatters Room

Non-Finalist Quartet Evaluations ...................3:30 PM
Leadership Wing

Quartet Finals  ....................................................7:30 PM
Innovation

Quartet Finalist Evaluations ..............10:00 PM - 12: AM
Leadership Wing

Free Singing .................................................9:30 PM - ??

SATURDAY, MAY 4
Chorus Coaching Rooms Open ...................... 8:00 AM
Lower Level 

Chorus Coaching ........................... 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Assigned Rooms on Lower Level and Innovation

Class - Signature ...................................... 1:00 - 1:50 PM
How To Be A Great TN/LD/BA/BS - Leadership Wing

Quartet Coaching Session 1 .................. 1:00 - 2:20 PM
Upper and Lower Levels

Mass Sing .................................................. 2:00 - 2:30 PM
Class Session 1 ......................................... 2:30 - 3:20 PM
Lower Level

Quartet Coaching Session 2 .................. 2:30 - 3:50 PM
Upper and Lower Levels

Class Session 2 ......................................... 3:30 - 4:20 PM
Lower Level

Quartet Coaching Session 3 .................. 4:00 - 5:20 PM
Upper and Lower Levels

Signature Gold Medal Hour ................. 4:00 - 5:00 PM
Innovation

Class Session 3  ........................................ 4:30 - 5:20 PM
Lower Level

Saturday Night Show ............................................. 7:30 PM
Party Time! ..........................................................9:30 PM - ??
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SUPPORT THE CONVENTION 
LIVESTREAMS

We rely on your support to offset expenses and 
keep our SWD Convention Livestreams going. 
Please scan this code to make a donation. Thank 
you for your generosity!

 

 

NO PRINTED SCORE SHEETS!
ALL SCORES AVAILABLE ONLINE  

Click the logo:

Larry Thomason, Lead
Mark Winn, Tenor
Rick Robertson, Bass
Mark Holdeman, Bari *

Oklahoma City, OK
And
Dallas, TX

AVAILABLE FOR 
SHOWS!!
*(817)504-1793
rrrquartet@gmail.com

https://swd.org/2024-spring-scores
https://www.facebook.com/RRRquartet
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/P5S8S2J3X35DS
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QUARTET SEMI-FINALS

Presenter .......................Mike Borts
Quartet .................(contests - see “LEGEND,”page 13)

Chapters

Members: tenor, lead, bari, bass

Mic Tester:  
Hello! We Are Not Quite Runway and 
We Are Here to Test the Mics Okay? Yeehaw!  
Let’s Have a Great Contest!
Caroline Hunt, Stephanie Bartholomew, Greg Owens,  
Anthony Bartholomew
Song:

Song:

1. Make Your Mark .................................................. (1,6)
Dallas Metro, TX; Frank Thorne 

Jeremy Meeks, Collin Pittman, Craig Rideout, Brad Rogers
Song:

Song:

2. Merlin’s Bards ................................................... (1,2,3)
Cape Coral, FL; Dallas Metro, TX; Houston Metro Area, TX;  

Houston, TX; Frank Thorne

Steve Coon, Steve Black, Clarke Bean, Rick Yarto
Song:

Song:

3. The Miscreants ..................................................... (2,3) 
Austin, TX; Frank Thorne

Jerry Cooper, Peter Mills, Steve Young, David Kaufman
Song

Song:

4. Family Friendly .................................................... (1,4)
Frank Thorne

Abby Workman, Annalyn Workman, Tim Workman, Tanner Workman
Song:

Song:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100095517510165
https://makeyourmarkgroup.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1GtNBLZUOFr9AXLTDmcwIZ2QgdiI9BjiuIjj7D1RKiCnJh0hcDYFpOI6o_aem_Acgro15O4XcvtQg_QF7w9rJ4lKW2w0ffvckz5JWBz3GPvft6mqKiSL4AgV50run_5bJxPiVa2V8RYTVn21XMWafI
https://youtu.be/s3sfilmVQXI
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5. Red River Runners  .......................................... (1,2,3)
Greater Oklahoma City, OK; Oklahoma City, OK; Town North 

Plano, TX

Mark Winn, Larry Thomason, Mark Holdeman, Rick Robertson
Song:

Song:

6. Panda Ring ............................................................... (1)
Houston Metro Area, TX; Houston, TX

Patrick McAlexander, Zachary MacLaren, Daniel Laguros, Robby Black
Song:

Song:

7. Tangent ..................................................................... (1)
Austin, TX; Houston Metro Area, TX; San Antonio, TX;  

Town North Plano, TX

Max Lotspeich, Jacob Bankston, Will Schindler, Austin Shortes
Song:

Song:

8. California Kings ..................................................... (1)
Westminster, CA

Alex Carlson, Lucas Der Mugrdechian, O.J. de la Osa,  
Mitchell James Sampang
Song:

Song: 

9. Soundscape .............................................................. (1)
Houston Metro Area, TX; Houston, TX; Nashville, TN;  

San Antonio, TX; Town North Plano, TX

Dom Finetti, Ryan Hill, Cameron Self, Grant Williams
Song:

Song:

10. hmmm .................................................................... (1,2)
Centroplex, TX; Frank Thorne

Lon Badgett, Gary Morton, Andy McDonald, Gary Holmes
Song:

Song:

https://youtu.be/0nxIaw6RZwI?si=O6Sk9Aeb7g10X1kD
https://youtu.be/mSjDxgHk9ZE
https://youtu.be/r7um25D0vO0
https://youtu.be/bzPuxED47ks
https://youtu.be/yuWlrXy2Yv0
https://youtu.be/d5hc1wdQ0nQ?si=XtkWKZwdAHPraZzV
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QUARTET SEMIFINALS 
(CONTINUED)

11. PJQ .......................................................................... (2,3)
Cape Coral, FL; Dallas Metro, TX; Houston Metro Area, TX; 

Houston, TX; San Antonio, TX; Frank Thorne 

Steve Coon, Tracy Shirk, Bill Wilkinson, John White
Song:

Song:

12. Overdrive ................................................................. (1)
Dallas Metro, TX; Oklahoma City, OK; Vocal Sounds of  

Oklahoma

Tyler Wilson, Greg Rogers, Philip Sense, Joe Krones
Song:

Song:

13. ALL IN ...................................................................... (1)
Austin, TX; Frank Thorne

Michael Litman, Trevor Crawford, Nick Ruiz, Matthew Cassi
Song:

Song:

14. Harmonic Flux ...................................................... (4,7)
Prism; Town North Plano, TX 

Meghan McClafferty, Mitch Larriva, Diane McGuire, Kianna Montanez
Song:

Song:

15. Studio Talk ............................................................... (1)
Dallas Metro, TX; San Antonio, TX; Frank Thorne

Kevin Wagner, Bret Morris, Chris Denton, Donovan Davis
Song:

Song:

16. Wayfarers .............................................................. (1,2,)
East Texas, TX; Houston Metro Area, TX; Frank Thorne

Norm Running, Brent Hairston, Doug Peterson, Mike Wilson
Song:

Song:

https://youtu.be/EpaLXzq_hlo
https://youtu.be/kftQPp1K66I
https://youtu.be/TDk8yMKBMds
https://www.facebook.com/Harmoinc.Flux
https://youtu.be/M77JYAmp1wU
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17. Opus IV .................................................................... (1)
Austin, TX; Dallas Metro, TX; San Antonio, TX;  

Town North Plano, TX; Frank Thorne

Daniel Cooper, Peter Cunningham, Ryan Wisniewski, Brent Suver
Song:

Song:

18. Clutch ........................................................................ (1)
Dallas Metro, TX; The Vocal Majority

Charlie Lotspeich, Scott Hale, Steven Keener, Jeff Oxley
Song:

Song:

19. Comida Deluxe ....................................................... (1)
Austin, TX

Eric Horn, Chris Kirkland, Chuck Loesch, David Kaufman
Song:

Song:

20. Fossilized ............................................................ (1,2,3)
Five Towns College, NY; Houston Metro Area, TX; Houston, TX; 

San Antonio, TX; Spring, TX; Frank Thorne

Lon Badgett, Steve Black, Paul Santino, David Morris
Song:

Song:

21. Rhinestones ............................................................. (1)
Lubbock, TX

Rosetta Springer, Dawn Gutschke, Angee Ledbetter, Nathan Gutschke
Song:

Song:

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR

QUARTET FINALS ORDER OF 
APPEARANCE

https://youtu.be/nyAQuAGw8J0
https://www.facebook.com/comidadeluxe
https://youtu.be/5GAr-Pev6vw
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QUARTET FINALS

Presenter ..............Lindsay Chartier
Mic Tester
Song:

Song:

1. 
Song:

Song:

2. 
Song:

Song:

3. 
Song:

Song:

4. 
Song:

Song:

5. 
Song:

Song:

6. 
Song:

Song:

7. 
Song:

Song:

8. 
Song:

Song:
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9. 
Song:

Song:

10. 
Song:

Song:

2024 SPRING CONVENTION 
 JUDGING PANEL

Panel Chair
Ben Porter - FWD

Administrative Judge
George Joslyn - SHD 

Music
Kevin Keller

CSD
Adam Porter

MAD
Performance

Stef Schmidt
MAD

Theresa  
Weatherbee

FWD
Singing

Philip Grant
EVG

Chris Hebert
FWD

 
CONTEST LEGEND - QUARTETS:
(1) ------------------------ International Preliminaries 
(2) ------------- Seniors International Preliminaries
(3) ------------------------------------------- SWD Seniors
(4) ----------------------------------NE Division Novice
(5) -----------------------------------SE Division Novice
(6) --------------------------------- SW Division Novice
(7) ------------------------------ SWD Next Generation
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EVENTS TEAM
Convention Chairman .....................Tom Burson
Hotel and Venue Chairman ......... Gary Hannah 
Registration Chairman ....................Chris Stancil 
Treasurer .....................................Dwayne Cooper  
Marketing and PR Director ........... Rocky Willett 
Contest & Judging Director ............ Jodi Ceaser
Judging Services Coordinator ... Mike Thompson 
                                                       Randy Rensi
Competitor Services Chairman ...... Jodi Ceaser 
Sound and Light Chairman ...............Ron Rehus 
Stage Manager  ..................................Tom Burson

WELCOME TO DALLAS  
AND THE  

2024 SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT  
SPRING CONVENTION! 

FROM YOUR HOSTS: 

https://www.facebook.com/Noteably/about
http://www.legacyofharmony.org/index.php?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3KvRo5mwhOoa1NQ34_Dz9U_F-oF1IWl1g_c8Ua8OTtbqpu5QeYZurGnI0_aem_AcgG_X_ZLr5DrXNMKCDgtfo64ciLIKuZEP61u-x5AnQP25EpzHT5r4WsY1M-Ii2ZjmkzSMtMjhXSDn1eZyGD8Lx3
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Tired of handling
merchandise and apparel

needs for your quartet,
chorus, district or event?

We’ve got you covered.

We handle the ordering,
manufacturing, shipping and
payment processing for all of
your merchandise – all you
have to do is sign up and

we handle the rest. 

Visit 
www.CustomQuartetStuff.com

for more info!

SWD LIVESTREAM SPONSOR!

https://www.customquartetstuff.com/collections/customizable-items
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SATURDAY NIGHT SHOW

Emcee .........................Scott Baylor
Chorus Performances
Quartet Performances
Guest Quartet Performance 

        2019 BHS International Champion Quartet

     June 30 - July 7, 2024

https://www.facebook.com/SignatureQt/
https://www.barbershop.org/events/2024-cleveland
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Music & Performance Opportunities 
from SWD!

Standing Ovation Program - Free to all chapters!

Trained & experienced professionals ready to help!
• Staging, blocking and choreography
• Image and Costuming
• Tech & Show logistics
• Creating entertaining & engaging show sets
• Guidance & Feedback leading up to shows
• Script Writing

Contact the SWD VP Music & Performance to set 
up a visit from one of our SOP representatives to 
attend your chapter show. Just provide two tickets and 
receive a comprehensive overview on the audience 
experience or one of the categories above!

SWD Coaching for Choruses & Coaching Guild 

Coaching

Financial support is available to choruses up to $500 
per year to bring in a coach to work with your chorus. 
Only travel expenses of the coach can be covered 
with this gift of financial support to a chorus, coaching 
fees must be covered by the chorus.

Coaching Guild

A network of support for choruses to receive coaching 
from individuals who live within the district at no cost 
to the chapter. Coaching is available to all chapters 
with basic travel expenses paid by the district. Guild 
Coaches work with choruses to improve and expand 
their musical knowledge and performance abilities.
Coachings are available year-round!

For more details on these programs, contact
Katy Dane, 
SWD Music and Performance Director 
dir-mp@swd.org
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This book 
was compiled 
by former 
Southwestern 
District Historian, 
Grady Kerr, along 
with a few friends 
such as Sally 
Cunningham, Ruth 
Blazina-Joyce, 
Duane Lunday, 
and  
Earl Hagn.  

Published in 1996, Golden Memories 
is more than 450 pages starting with the 
Barbershop Harmony Society’s beginnings in 
1938 at Tulsa, Oklahoma (known then as the 
Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America - 
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.), the SWD’s beginnings in 1949, 
pioneers of the SWD, chapter growth, SWD 
presidents and administration, contests and 
conventions, quartets, choruses and significant 
milestones.

We must preserve and extend this valuable piece 
of SWD history, but we need your help!

We announced this project a few months ago 
and asked you to send photos and recordings so 
we could make the book interactive and many 
of you have responded! You’ll find a few links to 
recordings throughout the book, but we’ve only 
scratched the surface.

When our district turns 75 in 2024 we plan to 
have a second edition of Golden Memories 
updated with the latest information from all 
active chapters in the Southwestern District. 
Your chapter’s contributions are essential to that 
project’s success!

Contact: 
Mark Holdeman,  
markholdeman@icloud.com. 
Rocky Willett,  
dir-mpr@swd.org.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BkNf7ka4CQJ2LY7tfaWN-P33-b2-IFbN/view
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SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT  
1949 - 2024 

Exciting News!

We’re thrilled to announce the release of our 
exclusive 75th-anniversary merchandise collection! 

We have partnered with Custom Quartet Stuff 
to celebrate this milestone with us by creating 
limited-edition designed items to honor 75 years 
of excellence, innovation, and being known as 
“The District Of Champions.”

Click the 75th Anniversary logo to get your SWD 
75th Anniversary swag!

Watch your inbox for more information about 
upcoming 75th Anniversary events and get ready 
to mark this special occasion in style!

https://www.customquartetstuff.com/collections/swd-75th-anniversary
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2024 - HARMONY UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

FROM THE SOUTHWESTERN 
DISTRICT

Harmony University 2024 is in Denver, Colorado, 
at the University of Denver from July 28 - August 4 
and will offer the opportunity to hone musical, vocal, 
performance, director, arranging, teaching, and 
coaching skills. Attendees can also earn Graduate 
or CEU credits, and professional development 
hours. 

Scan the QR code on the next page for the 
registration form and for more specific information 
about HU and what will be offered in 2024.

SWD Scholarship to attend HU includes:
• instruction
• food (3 meals a day and ice cream each night)
• room
• activities
• shows
• TBD shuttle pickup to/from Denver airport to 
University of Denver.

Scholarships do not cover individual transportation 
to/from Denver, Colorado.

Applications are reviewed and will be awarded to 
applicants prior to the closing of registration. If you 
are a scholarship recipient for 2024, the SWD VP of 
Music & SWD Treasurer will be communicating with 
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HU staff so that your registration can be completed 
with the scholarship applied.

SWD offers Half or Full Scholarships to attend 
Harmony University, with preference given to first-
time attendees. These scholarships are need-based 
and cover room, board, and tuition. However a $50 
service fee must be paid by the applicant to create 
and schedule your classes in the SCHED  
app/website. If you receive a scholarship, you’ll get 
an email with further instructions on how to register. 

If you are a Director, Assistant Director, Musical/
Visual Leader, Arranger or a Music Educator, note 
that there are specific tracks (classes) that align with 
your field that are the recommended courses from the 
Deans for your discipline.  

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your 
SWD VP of Music & Performance for any questions 
or recommendations. Katy Dane is a past scholarship 
recipient through SWD & BHS, a 6 year faculty 
member and the Dean of Music Education for HU. 
Her email is: dir-mp@swd.org. Other members of 
SWD who are also on HU Faculty, including Allen 
Otto, Peter Cunningham, and Anthony Bartholomew. 
Don’t hesitate to reach out to your fellow district 
members for any advice and recommendations on 
HU and creating a high-quality experience. 

SWD HU Scholarship Applications are due May 
10th at midnight.

HARMONY UNIVERSITY WEBSITE

SWD HARMONY UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP

https://www.barbershop.org/events/harmony-university-2024
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSel62YaVAQlHwEgS5nuFbYFLCJ409XvcGFKtjgOEGovISPlRw/viewform
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FOR PAST SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT QUARTET 
CHAMPIONS, CLICK HERE: 

FOR PAST SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS,  

CLICK HERE: 

NOTICE OF FILMING AND PHOTOGRAPHY
When you enter and attend a Southwestern District (“SWD”) event 

or program, you enter an area where photography, audio, and video 
recording may occur. By entering the event premises, you consent to 

interview(s), photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their 
release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for news, web 

casts, streaming, promotional purposes, telecasts, advertising, inclusion on 
websites, social media, or any other purpose by SWD and its affiliates and 

representatives. Images, photos and/or videos may be used to promote 
similar SWD events in the future, highlight the event and exhibit the 

programs events of SWD.  
You release SWD, its officers and employees, and each and all persons 

involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, 
digitizing, or publication and use of interviews, photographs, computer 

images, video and/or or sound recordings. By entering the event premises, 
you waive all rights you may have to any claims for payment or royalties 
in connection with any use, exhibition, streaming, web casting, televising, 

or other publication of these materials, regardless of the purpose or 
sponsoring of such use, exhibiting, broadcasting, web casting, or other 

publication irrespective of whether a fee for admission or sponsorship is 
charged. You also waive any right to inspect or approve any photo, video, 

or audio recording taken by SWD or the person or entity designated to 
do so by SWD. You have been fully informed of your consent, waiver of 

liability, and release before entering the event.

https://swd.org/swd-champion-quartets
https://storage.googleapis.com/production-constantcontact-v1-0-0/640/757640/au94Iws0/849da9598f744d1a8779a7712f2c7003?fileName=SWD%20Heroes-BOTY.pdf


2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President .................................Scott Baylor ................................San Marcos
president@swd.org

Executive VP ..........................Mark Holdeman............... Town North Plano
evp@swd.org

Secretary ............................ Jared Thomason .. Greater Oklahoma City
secretary@swd.org

Treasurer ........................... Dwayne Cooper ...........Town North Plano
treasurer@swd.org

Imm. Past President .............Russ Shaner .........................Dallas Metro
ipp@swd.org

Northeast DMD ..................Charles Drake ..Kansas City (CSD), Tulsa
nedmd@swd.org

Northwest DMD ..................David Weick. ............................. Arlington
nwdmd@swd.org

Southeast DMD .................Irv Engelbrecht  ............................ Houston
sedmd@swd.org

Southwest DMD ................. Richard Dove ..................................Spring
swdmd@swd.org

Contest & Judging .................Jodi Ceaser...................... Corpus Christi
dir-cj@swd.org

Events .....................................Tom Burson ..................... Corpus Christi
dir-e@swd.org

Leadership Training .........Jack Westbrook .............................Amarillo
dir-lt@swd.org

Marketing & PR ...................Rocky Willett ........................Dallas Metro
dir-mpr@swd.org

Music & Performance ........... Katy Dane .....................................Austin
dir-mp@swd.org

Society Board Liaison ...... Dwayne Cooper  ..........Town North Plano
sbl@swd.org



https://www.vocalmajority.com/

