





The Episcopal Church Welcomes You
Welcome to all Newcomers and Visitors

Please complete the information card and place it in the
offering plate or hand it to one of the ushers.

We, the people of Holy Comforter

Though very diverse politically and socially, care for each
other and care deeply for how our faith is manifested in the
community. We believe all people are equal in God’s hand.
Our nurturing congregation has an appreciation for diverse
perspectives and opinions. We grow through a continually
evolving and questioning discussion regarding our faith, God,
and society. We welcome all, without reservation, into our
Christian body to be part of a loving and sharing family.

We care

Call the church office at (336) 227-4251 if you or someone you
know needs visitation, prayers or other assistance because of
illness or inability to attend worship service.

Mission Statement

To worship God, revealed to us as Creator, as Jesus the Christ,
& as the Holy Spirit, and experience God's presence within the
church family, nurturing each other through a comprehensive
parish program while affirming each others individual
ministries and responding to Jesus’ continuing call to minister
to others.









Expecting the Impossible

I'm writing this mid-way through Holy Week, knowing you
will be reading it early in Eastertide. Easter is the 50-day
season of the year, from the Great Vigil through the day of
Pentecost, when the church especially remembers that
Jesus Christ’'s resurrection is the foundation of our faith.
This is the season when we proclaim, “Alleluia! Christ is
risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!”

With those words, Christians remind ourselves and each
other that, as the apostle Paul wrote to his siblings in faith
in Corinth, “If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we
are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who
have died” (1 Corinthians 15:19-26; from the Easter Sunday
readings).

In Jesus Christ, God has vanquished death. This doesn’t
only mean that you and | will live again with God and
other people after our earthly life has ended. It also means
that what look like dead ends in this life can, in fact, open
into new pathways, by God'’s grace.

My faith in the resurrection is what allows me to pray
for peace and justice at home and abroad, even though
evidence of human cruelty and our propensity to violence
piles up every day.

My faith in the resurrection is what spurs me to pray for
peoplein power, at home and abroad, with whose policies
and practices | disagree. | pray for them to know God loves
them, and for God to guide them. And when | engage
in civic action, writing and calling my representatives,
attending vigils and rallies, giving money to non-profit



organizations, | ask for God’'s help to do so in a prayerful
spirit, with the goal that God'’s love be revealed more fully
in the world.

My faith in the resurrection reminds me to engage in
prayerful self-examination, too, noticing the (many) ways
| fall short of Jesus’ call to love God and my neighbors,
and asking God's help to live more faithfully. Since God
called Jesus out of the tomb, God can call me, too, into
new beginnings.

It's understandable to be frightened in the face of
uncertainty. It's understandable to be angry in the face of
cruelty. It's natural to grieve in the wake of death, whether
the death is of a person, a fondly-held illusion, or a dearly-
loved principle.

But our faith proclaims that fear, anger, and grief are not
the end of our story. Death is not the end of our story. God
is always creating new life, always finding new ways to free
God'’s beloved children from all forms of bondage. God
continues to do impossibly good things for the benefit
of the world God so loves. And Easter reminds you and
me to expect the impossible, to seek it out, and to help
uncover it.

Alleluia, always,

Rhonda



Week of April 27

8:00am Breakfast Ministry GCreat Hall
8:15am HE Rite Il Sanctuary
9:20am Children’s Chapel 3rd floor Atrium
9:30am Rector & Friends Bible Study Auditorium
9:45am Choir Rehearsal Choir room
10:30am HE Rite Il Sanctuary
11:30am Coffee / Lemonade in the Parlor

11:30am Newlin Partnership Art Sale Great Hall

Unfortunately, Holy Comforter will
not be able to offer nursery care

We apologize for any inconvenience.

7:00pm Courage to Change Parish House

Weekly Word Articles Due

9:00am Newlin Partnership Mtg. Small Dining Room
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
8:00 am Men's Breakfast Group Twin Lakes

7:00 pm Courage to Change Parish House



Lay Ministers for April 27th

Steven Swanner
Christin Baker

8:15am - Elizabeth Hansen
10:30am - 1sT READING + Maryanne Shanahan
NT AND PRAYERS OF PEOPLE - Sandy Gerow

8:15am - Tom McLean
10:30am - Hu Womack, Patrick Rudd

8:15am - Curt Odem

10:30am - cHaLicisT - Kathy Hykes
cHaLicisT - Meredith Patterson
CRUCIFER - Wesley Swanner

LEFT TORCH BEARER - William Swanner
RIGHT TORCH BEARER + Amy Hess
GOSPEL BEARER - Amelia Pearce

9:30am - PRESENTER - Mourine Todd
ASSISTANT - Jim Romer

Steve Slott
Sid Little

Margaret Egede-Nissen, Jennell Harris,
Patsy Isley, Mary Telander

Janie Sellers, Betty Brown,
Rene Burgess, Mary Collins, Lynn Dahl,
Beth Glidewell, Elizabeth Hansen

Nancy Slott, Connie Griner,
Terri Stevens, Cherry Wrenn, Mary Collins

May 1 - Peter Dahl
April 28 - Stig Egede-Nissen

April 29 - Diana Wallace, Rene Burgess
April 30 - Cherry Wrenn, Stan Williams



THE EASTER EDITION

SUNDAYS 27 APRIL AND 4 MAY

Our Rector and Friends Bible Study for the Easter season will be
brief for various scheduling reasons (including some vacation
time Rhonda will take in May). Our discussion promises to be
rich, however, so please plan to join in. We meet in the auditorium
from 9:30 to 10:15.

In these two sessions, we will study the gospel passage assigned
for the day. Each of them presents an encounter between the
resurrected Jesus and his disciples. Each is mysterious in its own
way, and each offers reassurance and a call to us, his disciples two
thousand years later. Come learn from the Bible, your siblings in
faith, and your own experiences.

This Bible study is suitable for adults and teens.

OUR PASSAGES

27 April » John 20:19-31 / 4 May  John 21:1-19







We have recently been blessed with several generous and
unexpected gifts, as Sid notes elsewhere in this newsletter.
These gifts are an outpouring of support that reflects the
deep affection so many of you have for Holy Comforter,
and they arrive at a moment when our vestry is actively
engaged in discerning our future, with a strong focus on
stewardship. Beginning with dedicated time in our May
and June meetings, we are entering a strategic planning
phase to help us prioritize projects and programs with
care, purpose, and clarity.

We've heard excitement around many worthy endeavors:
improving security and sound systems, supporting youth
and children’s ministries, enhancing the beauty and
accessibility of the Grove, and deepening ministry and
outreach within the church and broader communities.
Each reflects the vibrant life of this parish and our shared
desire to grow and serve. At the heart of this discernment
is stewardship—not just as financial giving, but as a broad
commitment to nurturing our church home, honoring
our history, and preparing wisely for what's next.

As The Episcopal Church reminds us, stewardship is
about living from a perspective of abundance. It's about
time, talents, relationships, and shared responsibility.
The vestry's focus on stewardship is a commitment
to sustainable growth, faithful service, and thoughtful
planning. We look forward to sharing more in the months
ahead—and to listening, learning, and discerning with all
of you.



Financial Report as or 3/31/25

For March, we report revenues of $34,445, of which $30,104 came from
parishioner pledges. Disbursements were $45,652, resulting in a deficit
of $11,207 for the month. The accumulated deficit for the year to date
is $8,170.

| have wrestled with how to best present our financial situation since
| began writing these updates. The numbers in the paragraph above
do not read very well, but they don't really give a clear picture of our
current financial situation. We have received prepaid pledges of over
$73,000 that have not been recorded as income yet; this is because
of our practice of pro rating prepaids over twelve months. Also,
March disbursements included several larger, nonrecurring expenses,
including HVAC repairs, elevator repairs, replacing sanctuary light bulbs
(those very high ones), and installation of a dedicated outlet for our
new copier. Thus, the month of March is not necessarily representative
of what we expect for the full year.

At month end we held $245,000 in interest bearing accounts; this total
is above and beyond the cash in our operating account. Our reserve
accounts are funded at 116.97%. So we currently enjoy a comfortable
financial position. We have recently received two very generous gifts,
one of which arrived after March 31 and is not included in this month’s
totals. One gift is from a current parishioner who wishes to remain
anonymous, and the other was part of the final distribution of assets
from the estates of Thomas and Jean Hogen. The Hogens were residents
of Twin Lakes, having moved there in retirement.

The Vestry will deliberate on how to best use these magnificent gifts
in ways that honor our benefactors and best serve Holy Comforter. You
will be hearing more in the months ahead. It's nice to be able to write a
positive financial report; there have been times in the recent past when
things were not quite so upbeat. The arrival of Rhonda Lee has certainly
contributed to our recent successes, but momentum was building even
before her arrival. We are grateful and pray for continuing progress.

We recognize there are some emerging signs of a slowing economy.
We don't pretend to know what is ahead, or how we might be affected,
but we will be watching closely. The current Vestry is a thoughtful and
cautious group, committed to being good stewards of the resources
entrusted to us.

If there are questions or concerns, please contact me at 336 214-9344, or
by email at dslittle48@gmail.com.

S|d LITTlB Assistant Treasurer
336 214-9344


mailto:dslittle48@gmail.com




Keep them coming!! It's quick and easy!!

We're getting ready for our next church directory, and we’'d
love for YOU to be a part of it! To make sure your information

is up-to-date, PLEASE FILL OUT A QUICK PROFILE FORM.

You'll find forms at the back of the church (a form per person
in the family). Once everyone’'s details are updated, we'll begin
creating our beautiful new pictorial directory - and we want
YOU in it!

and ensure you're included
in this exciting next step for our church family.

Thank you for helping us stay connected -
we can't waif fo see you in the new director!



Men’s Breakfast Group at Twin Lakes

THE COBLE ROOM  COBLE CREEK REHABILITATION CENTER
« 8am, breakfast  9am message

SPEAKER:

Richard Parker will be the speaker on May 1. He will
give an update about his new career as a writer and
will read 2 of his short stories. Hope to see you then.

QUESTIONS, CONTACT:
Phil Savage - savageboatman@bellsouth.net
Richard McBride - mcbride@elon.edu
Jeff Andrews - jeff.alan.andrews@gmail.com

Looking forward to being with you all there.



mailto:savageboatman@bellsouth.net
mailto:mcbride@elon.edu
mailto:jeff.alan.andrews@gmail.com

ECW: Episcopal Church Women

Monday, May 12

at
11AM - GATHER | 11:30AM - LUNCH

The ECW met on Monday the 14th for the last program
meeting of this session. We heard a wonderful presentation
by Sylvia Crews on the history and ongoing work of the
Sunday Breakfast Ministry by the former members of Davis
St. Methodist Church that now takes place in our Great Hall.
Most weeks 100 good breakfasts are prepared and given out
to needy folks in our neighborhood. Sylvia thanked us for the
support of Holy Comforter both financially and by volunteers.
Early Riser Alert- More Volunteers are needed, no experience
required!

Thanks to Susan Klopman our traditional ECW spring
luncheon will be held this year at Twin Lakes in the
Suppony Lounge. It will be our traditional salad and dessert
menu, please bring either of these options to share.

We look forward to joining our sisters at Twin Lakes to see old
friends and make new ones. We will begin to gather at 11:00
and eat at 11:30. Enter Twin Lakes from the gate off Church
Street and tell the guard why you are there. They will give you
directions to the new section for parking and where to go. We
look forward to seeing you all and welcome new members.

All women are invited to join us!

Look forward to seeing you,(%a/m
CALL SHARA PARTIN, (919) 801-1234 FOR ANY QUESTIONS



Holy Comforter is looking to expand our team
of nursery workers. Our current workers are
skilled and faithful, and we need more! Time
commitments could vary from a few Sundays a
month to serving as a substitute from time to
time. We're opento talking about the possibilities.

Workers must be at least 18 years old, and a
background check and (paid) Safe Church training
are required. We currently pay $15.00 per hour.

If you might be interested, or know someone who
would, please contact Rhonda. (rlee@hc-b.org)

Shink gou!



mailto:rlee@hc-b.org




Susan Ryan and | would like to say a huge
Thank You for all the Holy Comforter
parishioners showing their love and support
for Gregg's reception. He loved our church
and all of you showed his family how much
we love him. | truly believe he was looking

down smiling BIG at all of us. /V
ancy Slott




LEAF stands for Lutherans, Episcopalians,
and Friends, and is part of the campus
ministry at Elon. At the end of each semester,
LEAF students collect home-made cookies
and distribute them, along with words of
encouragement for exams. In order to do
that, we need contributions of cookies and/
or uncooked cookie dough (such as Pillsbury
rolls or tubs). Everything must be at the
Numen Lumen Pavilion by noon on Monday,
May 12. | am happy to pick up your dough
or cookies on Thursday, May 8 or the evening
of Sunday, May 11 (I will be out of town over
the weekend). Please call or message me
at 336-260-6811 or email me at pysteboe@
gmail.com if you can contribute. The LEAF
students are so grateful and it's a great
service to provide to them! Thanks so much
for helping with this ministry!

Puige Yotoboe



Read about what Stephen Ministers May do for those in crisis:

We Care . . . God Cures

Written by Linda, Stephen Minister Snohomish, Washington

Copyright © 1978, 1991, 2000, 2013, 2020 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis. All rights
reserved. Permission to make copies of this material is given ONLY to enrolled
Stephen Ministry congregations and ONLY for use within the enrolled congregation.

Become a Stephen Minister.

Learn more about how you may help others in crisis by becoming
a Stephen Minister. Contact Rene Burgess, Stephen Leader
(336) 269-5959 (burgessrene@gmail.com) or Rev Rhonda Lee.



mailto:burgessrene@gmail.com

The Goodale Scholarship was created in 2014 to reward
graduating high school seniors who are members of Holy
Comforter and plan to continue their education. It was
endowed and created in memory of Gordon and Chinkie
Goodale who were long term members of our parish.

Young men and women who attend, participate and are
known to the parishioners of Holy Comforter are eligible to
receive the award. It is given annually to students in good
standing at degree or certificate granting institutions of
higher learning. It may be renewed for up to 8 semesters of
continuous attendance.

Additional information and applications
are available online at the parish website
(www.hc-b.org/partnerships)
or from the parish office.

APPLICATIONS ARE BEING
ACCEPTED THROUGH JUNE 15

Additional gifts to the Goodale Scholarship are gratefully
accepted.


http://www.hc-b.org/partnerships







Volunteers welcomed into ESL/ML classes this spring

For 13 years the Newlin Partnership has been evolving. From the
beginning the main focus has been on young readers learning the
important phonics of reading. Hundreds of Newlin Elementary
students have benefited greatly from the active involvement of
those who volunteer as tutors and those who volunteer as listeners,
encouraging the children to practice their new skills and become
better readers.

34% of Newlin students are learning to read, write and speak in
a second language - English. After initial planning last fall, two
English as a Second Language (ESL)/Multilingual (ML) teachers, Ms.
Taylor and Ms. Jones, welcomed two Newlin Partnership volunteers
into their multi-lingual classrooms this March to observe how their
students learn to read, write and speak English.

ESL/ML TEACHER, BARBARA
TAYLOR, STANDS BETWEEN
VOLUNTEERS PAM BRUMBAUGH
& CAROL THORNELL

Children differ in how they learn. The volunteers also sought to
increase their understanding of the variety of elements which
impact student learning in an English-speaking environment.

With the help of Ms Taylor and Ms Jones, these volunteers seek
to develop additional approaches to supplement the important
phonics approach to ensure that all students have every opportunity
to learn to read as well as learn how to learn.

CAROL THORNELL, BARBARA
TAYLOR & PAM BRUMBAUGH
IN ESL/ML CLASSROOM
WITH THEIR STUDENTS

As always, you are invited to join us in
any of these volunteer efforts and we
appreciate your support of the Newlin
Partnership Newlin Literacy Project!




Helping Understand God through Sharing (HUGS) is a unique
camp that brings together young people of all abilities.
Campers with disabilities are paired with high school buddy
campers for a week of traditional church camp, including field
games, swimming, arts and crafts, campfires, worship, and
special evening events like a talent show, dance, or carnival.
Buddy campers assist with activities, meals, and self-care,
helping everyone experience an amazing week of camp.

BUDDY CAMPERS
pates / July 5-12, 2025 / Haw River State Park

We need rising 9th-12th graders to serve as buddy campers
for campers with disabilities. Buddy campers are responsible
for their camper’s care and well-being while also enjoying free
time and reflection. No prior experience is required—training
is provided.
STAFF
Staff Dates: July 4-12, 2025 | Haw River State Park

We also need college age and above folks to apply for staff
positions. These are supervisory roles managing groups of
campers and helper campers and also leading programs.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Wuwu.episoionc.org/hugs-camp


http://www.episdionc.org/hugs-camp
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William Gibson

Paul Surratt, Lynn Sutton
Betty Brown, Fletcher Slott
Bradyn Robinson, Brad Collins
Laura Heffley, Thomas Heffley

Donna Dunlap

Julie Swanner, Jim Lauritsen
Ben Ansbacher, Robbie Gibson

Stelle Cheek, Raleigh Holt, Ralph Holt, Ann Little

Carolyn Hill
Deborah Wilkerson
Chappy Moser

Terry Autry, Trey Whitaker

Sandy Moulton
Lee Kern
Maeve Murray

may




MEMBERS

Robin Maycock  Margaret Egede-Nissen Bob Stewart
Ashton Fitzpatrick Caroline Ansbacher Doug Peet
Chappy Moser Nelson Young Mittie Landi
Cecelia Walker Edward Dunlap Bobby Puett

Evie Surratt

FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Mike Dupree - Friend of Julie Smith

Joanne & Bob Flower - Friends of Maryanne Shanahan & Bill Amidon
Jennifer Petty - Les Plumb’s daughter

Charley Jones - Les Plumb’s great-granddaughter

Ann Jennings - Sandy Gerow’s friend

Eileen Civin - Jim McAdams friend

Ann McKinney - Sarah Moore’s cousin

Dennis Campbell - Brenda Poole’s son-in-law

Thomas & Jean Cummins - Ron Driscoll’s friends

Devin Day - David Day’s brother

Annie Griner - Connie Griner's daughter-in-law

Richard Lehman - Gary Schilke’s friend

Gus Holbrook - Julie & Steven Swanner's friend

Janet and Bill Bates - Derek Bates' parents

Allison - Ren Bryan's daughter-in-law

Terry Babin - Elizabeth Hansen's friend

Lisa Daniels - Julia Buffington's friend

Pat Harwood - Amy Hess" mother

Lavette Morgan - Angie Boone's former mother-in-law
Bonnie Honeycutt - Cherry Wrenn's friend

Brynja Bowman, Jeff Safrit - Jocelyn Safrit's niece & brother-in-law
Aubrey Henderson - Nancy Powell's great granddaughter
Patricia Holt Langston - Nancy Powell's granddaughter




give us a ring, drop a line, scroll through our social media or visit our website...
it's all listed below for your convenience.

OFFICE HOURS | Monday-Thursday (8-2:30pm), Friday (8-12pm)
336-227-4251 | info@hc-b.org
320 East Davis Street (27215) | PO Box 1336 (27216) | Burlington, North Carolina

FACEBOOK | holycomforterburlington
YOUTUBE | echcburlington
INSTAGRAM | holycomforterburlington

PRESIDING BISHOP The Most Rev. Sean Rowe / sean.rowe@episdionc.org
BISHOP DIOCESAN The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman / sam.rodman@episdionc.org
ASSIST. BISHOP The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson / jennifer.brookedavidson@episdionc.org
RECTOR The Rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee / rlee@hc-b.org
RECTOR EMERITUS The Rev. David R. Williams / david@davidrwilliams.org
VERGER Steven Swanner / jsswanner@gmail.com
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Cat Sykes / csykes@hc-b.org
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR Julia Buffington / jbuffington@hc-b.org
MUSIC DIRECTOR Christin Baker / cbaker@hc-b.org
ASSISTANT FOR YOUTH & FAMILY PROJECTS Jocelyn Safrit / safritr@bellsouth.net
SEXTON Kelvin Bradsher / gareth.bradsher@yahoo.com
NURSERY COORDINATOR Jan Kelly / jankelly159@gmail.com
NURSERY ASSISTANT Allison Murphy / alybee9901@yahoo.com
NEWLIN PARTNERSHIP ADMIN. DIR. Mindy Robinson / newlinpartnership@gmail.com
VERGER EMERITUS Richard Parker / manager@redstonepm.com
SENIOR WARDEN Julie Swanner / julieswanner@yahoo.com
JUNIOR WARDEN George Blaisdell / gblaisdell13@gmail.com
ASSISTANT JUNIOR WARDEN Steve Slott / steveslott@gmail.com
CLERK & PERSONNEL Pat House / phousenc@gmail.com
ASSISTANT TREASURER Sid Little / dslittle48@gmail.com
PASTORAL CARE Derek Bates / dbates@myhst.com
MISSION & OUTREACH Carol Thornell / cthornell2001@yahoo.com
NURSERY ASSIST. & VESTRY WORSHIP Elizabeth Hansen / helizabeth7383@gmail.com
CHRISTIAN LIFE Kathy Hykes / khykes@ec.rr.com
PARISH LIFE Barbara simpson / bhutchins5@bellsouth.net

COMMUNICATIONS & TECH. Alex Stevens / alexanderforreststevens@gmail.com
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