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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU

WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS
Please complete the information card and place it in the offering plate or hand it to
one of the ushers.

WE, THE PEOPLE OF HOLY COMFORTER

Though very diverse politically and socially, care for each other and care deeply for
how our faith is manifested in the community. We believe all people are equal in
God'’s hand. Our nurturing congregation has an appreciation for diverse perspectives
and opinions. We grow through a continually evolving and questioning discussion
regarding our faith, God, and society. We welcome all, without reservation, into our
Christian body to be part of a loving and sharing family.

WE CARE

Please call the church office at (336) 227-4251 if you or someone you know needs
visitation, prayers or other assistance because of illness or inability to attend worship
service.

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Toworship God, revealed to us as Creator, as Jesus the Christ, and as the Holy Spirit, and
experience God'’s presence within the church family, nurturing each other through a
comprehensive parish program while affirming each other’s individual ministries and
responding to Jesus' continuing call to minister to others.
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PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN | 208
The strife is o’er, the battle done
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Officiant Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.



Let us pray. Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.



COLLECT

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow
where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

ALL CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO FOLLOW THE CRUCIFER TO
CHILDREN’S CHAPEL.

FIRST LESSON Acts 4:5-12
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired,
"By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked
how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people
of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.
This Jesus is "the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the
cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved."

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE | 645 Psalm 23
] 1 —
Tt 7 eet— i+ T
) s ° . T C
1 The King of love my shep-herd is, whose  good-ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
*3 Per -  verse and fool - ish oft I  strayed, but yet in
* 4 In death’s  dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear
5 Thou spread’st a ta - ble in my sight; thy unc - tion
6 And so through  all the length of days thy good - ness
[ —_— — Lo I —
PY) |
1 fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
2 soul he lead - eth, and where the ver - dant
3 love he sought me, and on his shoul - der
4 Lord, be - side me; thy rod and staff my
5 grace be - stow - eth; and oh, what trans - port
6 fail - eth nev - er: Good  Shep - herd, may I
N I
y i f — T —1 J —1 I I I ] — H
LGS — p — f P — — o—1— o t i —— 1)
PS) L (7] L o (7]
1 I am his, and he is mine for ev - er.
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THE EPISTLE 1John 3:16-24
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us--and we ought to lay down
our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before
him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness
before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him.

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the hame of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN | 435
At the name of Jesus
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The Officiant reads the Gospel, first saying

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

THE GOSPEL John 10:11-18
Jesus said, “ am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does
not care for the sheep. | am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own
know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down
my life for the sheep. | have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order
to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord.
| have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. | have received
this command from my Father”

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Greg Farrand
THE NICENE CREED BCP 358
Officiant and People

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Form Il BCP 387

The Leader and People pray responsively
Reader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People That we all may be one.

Reader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly
serve you;
People That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Reader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

Reader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of
the world;
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Reader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People That our works may find favor in your sight.

Reader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People That they may be delivered from their distress.

Reader Give to the departed eternal rest.
People Letlight perpetual shine upon them.

Reader \We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Reader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence
People may add their own petitions. Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE LIST

MILITARY -DylanVurganov, MEMBERS -Kathia Kerr, Ginny Allison, Doug Peet, Bob
Stewart, Audrey Deadmon, Marian Accles, Lidia Serrano, Chappy Moser, Cecelia
Walker, Bobby Puett., FAMILY AND FRIENDS - Lizzi Corbett, Mary Bryson, Nicki
Bischoff, Bill Cusano, Bill Bates, Lavette Morgan, Glenn Schilke, Dale Norstrom,
Catherine Shanahan, Rudy Jordon, Susan Hatfield, Joretta and Jim Norman,
Brynja Bowman, Jeff Safrit, Mindy Williams, Aubrey Henderson, Zachary Lopez,
Garrett Magon, Mary Doughty, Cindy Rugg, Caryl Barbknecht, Theresa Testa.



A TRANSITION PRAYER FOR HOLY COMFORTER

Ever-present God,

You call us on a journey to a place we do not know.

We are not where we started.

We have not reached our destination.

We are discovering who we are and where we are going.

Transition is not a comfortable place.

May we continue to remind ourselves of the wonderful resources of this Church
Sanctuary and a warm and welcoming congregation.

Be among us, we pray.

Calm our fears, save us from discouragement.

Encourage us to care for one another.

And help us to stay on course.

Open our hearts to your guidance so that our journey toward calling a new
Rector continues as a journey of trust, and faith and love. Amen.

THE PEACE
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
The Lamb JohnFerguson

Little lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee,
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed
By the stream and o'er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight,
Softest clothing, woolly, bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Making all the vales rejoice?
Little lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?

Little lamb, I'll tell thee;
Little lamb, I'll tell thee:

He is called by thy name,

For He calls Himself a Lamb.

He is meek, and He is mild,

He became a little child.

| a child, and thou a lamb,



We are called by His name.
Little lamb, God bless thee!
Little lamb, God bless thee!

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Eucharist Prayer D BCP 372

The people remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are
God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them
with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and,
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining
with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you,
and glorify your Name, as we sing,
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your
creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us
to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you
we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and
through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived
as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation;
to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy.

To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising, from the grave,
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. And, that we might live no
longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit,
his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to
bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with
them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to
your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts
you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for
your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of
your Son Jesus Christ.



Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one
spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your
one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ.
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. Remember Michael, our
Presiding Bishop, Sam and Jennifer, our Bishops, and all who minister in your
Church. Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. Remember
all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you
alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light. And grant that we
may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, with St. Athanasius and all the saints who have found
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in
Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth asitis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP 364
The Officiant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
The choir will immediately sing the fraction anthem.

FRACTION ANTHEM | S-155
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Facing the people, the Officiant says the following Invitatio
The Gifts of God, for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Persons wanting a blessing instead of receiving bread or wine at the Altar
may cross their arms over their chest.

COMMUNION HYMNS
525 | The Church’s one foundation
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1 from heaven he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
2 one ho - ly Name she bless-es, par - takesone ho - ly food,
3 yet saints their watch are  keep-ing, their cry goes up, “How long?”
4 il with the vi-sion glo-rious her long-ing eyes are blessed,
5 O hap - py ones and ho - ly! Lord, give us grace that we
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1 with his own blood he bought her, and for her llfe died.
2 and to one hope she press - es, with ev-ery grace en - dued.
3 and soon the night of  weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
4 and the great Church vic - to - rious shall be the Church at  rest.
5 like them, the meek and low - ly, on highmay dwell with thee.
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304 | come with joy to meet my Lord

Unison or harmony

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
For those attending in person.
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1 I come with  joy to meet my Lord, for -
2 I come with  Chris - tians far and near to
3  As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each
4 And thus with  joy we meet our Lord. His
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound, we’ll
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1 giv - en, loved, and free, in awe and won - der
2 find, as all are fed, the new com - mu - ni -
3 proud di - vi - sion ends. That love that made us
4 pres - ence, al - ways near, is in such friend - ship
5 go our dif - ferent  ways, and as his  peo - ple
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1 to re - call his life laid down for me.
2 ty of love in Christ’s com-mun - ion bread.
3 makes us one, and stran - gers now are friends.
4 bet - ter known: we see, and praise him here.
5 in the world, we’ll live and speak his praise.
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BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord, Amen.



PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
For those attending remotely.

My Jesus, | believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the
Altar. | love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since | cannot
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never
be separated from you. May | live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life
to come. Amen.

BLESSING
RECESSIONAL | 518
Christ is made the sure foundation
(Recessional lyrics on next page)
DISMISSAL

Officiant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE
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4 Here vouch - safe to all thy serv - ants what they ask of
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1 Christ is made the sure foun - da- tion, Christ the head and
2 All that ded -1 - cat - ed ci - ty, dear - ly loved of
3 To this tem - ple, where we  call thee, come, O Lord of
4 Here vouch - safe to all  thy serv-ants what they ask of
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thee to gain; what they gain from thee, for ev - er
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cor - ner -  stone, cho - sen of the Lord, and pre - cious,
God on high, in ex - ult - ant ju - bi - la - tion
Hosts, to - day; with thy wont - ed lov - ing - kind - ness
thee to gain; what they gain from thee, for ev - er
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with the bless - ed to re - ftain, and here - af - ter
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bind - ing all the Church in one; ho - ly Zi - on’s
pours per - pet -  ual mel - o - dy; God the One in
hear thy serv. -  ants as they pray, and thy full - est
with the bless - ed to re - tain, and here - af - ter
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in thy glo - 1y ev - er - more with thee to reign.
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help for ev - er, and her con - fi - dence a - lone.
Three a - dor - ing in glad hymns e - ter - mnal - Iy
ben - e - dic - tion shed with - in its walls al - way.
in thy glo - ry ev - er - more with thee to reign.
I = |
4 | Ir (7] - { : } 1 1 1 !‘ 1l |
=== == =t : . i




COMMITMENT TO MINISTRY
MARCH 31 SERVICE COUNT .......ccoocormmsimnnrssininens 8:15AM 18 | 10AM 133 | REMOTE 32

COMMITMENT TO FAITHFULNESS
MONDAY APRIL 8 - SUNDAY APRIL 14

PLEDGED ...ttt asstssssssesss s ssassassassassssssesssssssessassassassassanssssessanes $2,592.00

GENERAL FUND ...ttt sssassassass s tss s ssssssassassssssssssstessessssessassassassasssssssens $563.00

OTHER ...ttt sssss s s s s st st bbb as s s bR s bbb s sassassassanes $2,803.39

TOTAL ...ttt bbb bbb bbb e ARttt b e b e e s e st s sneas $5,958.39

OFFICIANT The Rev. Greg Farrand
LAY MINISTERS

ORGANIST Christin Baker

USHERS 8:15am - Derek Bates

10:30amM - Ed & Rene Burgess

READERS 8:15am -Linda Buff

10:30am - Cheryl Dickey, Gary Schilke

ACOLYTES 8:15am - Elizabeth Hansen

10:30aM - cHALIcisT - Kathy Hykes, Martha Stewart

crucIFer - Gary Schilke

LEFT TORCH BEARER - Micah Ash

RIGHT TORCH BEARER - Gabe Johnson

GOSPEL BEARER - Lorenzo Johnson

VESTRY COUNTERS Alex Stevens, Mark Thomas

CHILDREN’'S CHAPEL 10:30aM - Corrinne Surratt, Micah Ash

FLOWER GUILD Janie Sellers, Ren Bryan

ALTAR GUILD Shara Partin, Verne Booke, Ren Bryan, Connie Criner,

Mary Telander, Marilyn Tyler

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE Nancy Slott, Mary Collins, Connie GCriner,

Terri Stevens, Cherry Wrenn,



AT NN APRIL 21,2024 | REFLECTIONS ON THE RESURRECTION: WEEK 4
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During the Easter season, Sermons That Work is pleased to present reflections
from some of the newest bishops of The Episcopal Church on the resurrection
of our Lord. Check back each week for a brief exploration of how Jesus Christ’s
rising from the grave changes everything. To listen to this reflection, scan the
QR code on this page and subscribe to the Sermons That Work podcast.

During Eastertide, we lift high the good news that God’s saving work in human
history has been accomplished solely through the life, death and Resurrection
of Jesus. We proclaim that in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting our trespasses against us, and that salvation is not earned by
any human effort at all but received by faith in the finished work of Christ.

But let's be honest: Sometimes this all sounds too good to be true - a well-
meaning sentiment, but not terribly helpful when confronted with day-to-
day reality. In the face of darkness, despair and death, we need resurrection,
not sentiment.

We know all too well that life is filled with suffering. Some of us feel paralyzing
guilt and condemnation because of the sins we've committed. Some of us
feel overwhelming shame because of the sins committed against us. Some
of us feel despair because of the impulses and addictions that seem to have
power over us. Some of us are shrouded in the darkness of depression. Some
of us are suffocated by grief because death has taken a child, a spouse, a
parent or a friend.

Rather than minimize darkness, despair and death, Jesus experiences it and
comforts us in it right now. The one who stepped out of the grave on Easter
morning has the last word. We're comforted knowing that Jesus Christ, God
himself, knows what it's like to suffer, and that his Resurrection is a guarantee
of our future resurrection to eternal life. Because Jesus conquered death, we
know that darkness is not the end of the story or the last word on us. The risen
Christ says the last word on us is “hope.”

The Bible teaches that our suffering is a place to experience God'’s sustaining
grace in our weakness (2 Cor. 1:8-9, 12:9-10). Crief, Scripture clearly says, is a
natural response when we experience loss, but it can be tempered by the
good news of Christ's Resurrection. Because of his victory over death, all
threats against us are tamed. He conquers all our enemies: Satan, sin, hell and
the grave. The Resurrection not only readjusts our horizon, but it completely
transforms our understanding of the future as well.



Where darkness, despair and death had reigned, Jesus breaks in with light,
liberation and love. A picture of this comes from Robert Louis Stevenson, the
author of “Treasure Island” who lived in Scotland in the 19th century. As a
boy, he and his family lived on a hillside overlooking a small town. He was
intrigued by the work of the old lamplighters, who went about with ladders
and torches, lighting the streetlights for the night.

One evening, as Robert stood watching with fascination, his nurse asked him,
“‘Robert, whatin the world are you looking at out there?” With great excitement,
he exclaimed, “Look at that man! He's punching holes in the darkness!”

Jesus Christ, “the light of the world” (John 8:12), has entered our suffering to
punch holes in the darkness and lead us into the dawn of his grace, love and
eternal life. While it is true that in the midst of life, we are in death, what's
more true is that, because of the Resurrection, in the midst of death, we are
in life.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Justin S. Holcomb s the
bishop of the Diocese of Central Florida, a
seminary professor,and an authororeditor
of more than twenty books on theology,
abuse, and biblical studies. This reflection
was adapted from Bishop Holcomb’s
Easter sermon at the Cathedral Church of
St. Luke, Orlando, March 31, 2024.
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