


WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS
Please complete the information card and place it in the offering 
plate or hand it to one of the ushers. 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF HOLY COMFORTER
Though very diverse politically and socially, care for each other 
and care deeply for how our faith is manifested in the community. 
We believe all people are equal in God’s hand. Our nurturing 
congregation has an appreciation for diverse perspectives and 
opinions. We grow through a continually evolving and questioning 
discussion regarding our faith, God, and society. We welcome all, 
without reservation, into our Christian body to be part of a loving 
and sharing family.

WE CARE
Please call the church office at 336-227-4251 if you or someone 
you know needs visitation, prayers or other assistance because of 
illness or inability to attend worship service.

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
To worship God, revealed to us as Creator, as Jesus the Christ, 
& as the Holy Spirit, and experience God’s presence within the 
church family, nurturing each other through a comprehensive 
parish program while affirming each other’s individual ministries 
and responding to Jesus’ continuing call to minister to others.

WAYS TO CONNECT
CHURCH OFFICE					      	  336-227-4251 
WEBSITE						                  www.hc-b.org
OFFICE HOURS			      Monday-Thursday | 8am-2:30pm
							           Friday | 8am-12pm
INSTAGRAM                      www.instagram.com/holycomforterburlington
FACEBOOK 
       PAGE	                       www.Facebook.com/holycomforterburlington
       GROUP          www.Facebook.com/groups/holycomforterburlington
YOUTUBE			                 www.youtube.com/ECHCBurlington

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU

http://www.hc-b.org
http://www.instagram.com/holycomforterburlington
http://www.Facebook.com/holycomforterburlington
http://www.Facebook.com/groups/holycomforterburlington
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	   PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 2024 WEEK OF 2/21/2024

$450,000
8

90
$324,588

STEWARDSHIP GOAL 
For 2024

NUMBER OF PLEDGE CARDS
Received through the week ending Feb. 21

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLEDGE CARDS 
Returned for 2024

AMOUNT PLEDGED FOR 2024 
As of February 21



2024 Lenten Suppers
Please join us in Lent as we explore some of the saints 
of the Calendar by experiencing “Lent Madness.” Come 
to learn what these saints have to say to us today. Decide 
who you will support as they battle it out for the “most 
worthy”, the saint who earns this year’s Golden Halo!   

As usual, a light soup-based meal 
will be served, and activities for 

younger children will be provided.

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm
continuing each Wednesday 

			   through March 20. 





THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29
SHARING THEMES AND PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE FROM 

HARWOOD COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
 
Michael Robinson and Sara Beth Hardy will return to 
continue the conversation that we started in the fall regarding 
aspirations and concerns we have for the Alamance County 
community. They will also share themes that have emerged 
from similar conversation being had across the county.
    

TWIN LAKES | Coble Rehabilitation Center
8AM for breakfast | 8:45 for the program

If you have questions about the location or programs, 
contact Bob Kirchen (kirchenrv@gmail.com), Richard 

McBride (mcbride@elon.edu) 
or Phil Savage (savageboatman@bellsouth.net).

mailto:kirchenrv@gmail.com
mailto:mcbride@elon.edu
mailto:savageboatman@bellsouth.net




A message from Rev. Greg Farrand’s sermon last Sunday 
speaks to what Stephen Ministers do for their care receivers:
“The only thing that transforms the human heart is love and 
the feeling of being safe.”

To learn more about Stephen Ministry at Holy Comforter 
contact Rene Burgess, Stephen Leader (336-269-5959),  
burgessrene@gmail.com or Derek Bates, Vestry Pastoral 
Care (941-330-6595), dbates@myhst.com.

mailto:burgessrene@gmail.com


TALKING POINTS 
RE: STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FOLLOW-UP, FEBRUARY 2024

There are lots of vestry responsibilities we are tackling, but two 
take precedence right now: the rector search, and stewardship. I 
want to focus today on stewardship and provide you with a brief 
update. And while this update starts with what you have all seen 
in Weekly Words about pledges to date, it is also intended to keep 
you informed on next steps – and most important, on how your 
support of Holy Comforter is truly valued and respected.

You are well aware of three numbers:
1. �Our goal of securing $450,000 in pledge commitments.
2. We have received pledge commitments from 82 individuals and 
families.
3. The pledge commitments total to date is just over $313,000.

The $450,000 target represents a budget that would allow Holy 
Comforter to keep our spiritual community, mission outreach, 
and physical plant objectives on track. It isn’t “bare-bones” but it 
also doesn’t reflect much in the way of funding new initiatives or 
increasing personnel support. 

Knowing how much pledges will provide is critical in knowing 
what we can plan to do in 2024. You can all do the math as well 
as your vestry can, and that size gap is a significant one. I want to 
assure you that the vestry is carefully addressing this. 

Basically we have these options in front of us:
• Evaluate where budgetary cuts can be applied;
• Consider other revenue sources;
• Secure more pledges.

It’s important to note that the 82 pledges represent a lot of good 
news: there are increased pledges, new pledges and only a handful 
of decreased pledges. We are truly blessed to have the enthusiastic 
generosity of so many people in this parish. What we have also 
discovered, however, is that a fairly sizable number of people who 
pledged last year have not made a pledge this year, to date. 

news:there


As I share that with you, let me be really clear about something 
here: PLEDGE GIVING AMOUNTS ARE NEVER MADE KNOWN 
TO ANYONE BUT JULIA BUFFINGTON, OUR FINANCIAL 
ADMINISTRATOR. We have a report from her that tells us aggregate 
totals on pledge activity, and if requested she can provide names 
to us of those who have pledged or not pledged – but we will 
never see giving amounts. And that is how it should be: every gift 
is valued regardless of amount, and every individual or family set 
of circumstances are unique – and your privacy is sacred. Your 
vestry is absolutely committed to upholding this mandate. 

But it would also be irresponsible of us not to follow up with those 
who have supported pledge campaigns in the past. This comes 
from a place of caring, not judging: caring about the future of 
our church, caring about how our fellow parishioners feel about 
Holy Comforter, caring about how we might make supporting the 
church more doable for everyone who loves it. So we are going to 
do just that in the coming weeks – reach out to those who have 
been supportive in the past and are missing from the pledge list 
to date, to listen to what the concerns might be or how we can 
help them find ways to give. If you have any questions whatsoever 
about this effort, please don’t hesitate to speak to me or any of 
the vestry members.

I have one other announcement in regard to the stewardship 
campaign that we hope you will consider to be good news. 
An anonymous parishioner has approached the vestry with a 
challenge: if the vestry members will increase their pledges to 
a total of $6,000, the parishioner will match that amount and 
another $12,000 can then be added to the pledge total. Your 
vestry is inspired by the generosity of this parishioner as well as the 
many who have given of their time and talents to Holy Comforter, 
and it didn’t take much time or discussion at all for us to respond 
with a resounding “yes” to do our part for this beloved church.  

The vestry remains committed and optimistic about Holy 
Comforter’s work in 2024 – as the stewardship pledge campaign 
theme states: “I am excited!” – and we still are. Thank you for your 
attention this morning and for all you do for Holy Comforter!













CONTACTS
BISHOP DIOCESAN	                   The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman | sam.rodman@episdionc.org
ASST. BISHOP  The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson | jennifer.brookedavidson@episdionc.org
VERGER				                  Steven Swanner | jsswanner@gmail.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR		           		              Christin Baker | cbaker@hc-b.org
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR	 	                 Julia Buffington | jbuffington@hc-b.org
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR				        Cat Sykes | csykes@hc-b.org
SEXTON				    Kelvin Bradsher | gareth.bradsher@yahoo.com
NEWLIN PARTNERSHIP ADMIN. DIRECTOR    Mindy Robinson | newlinpartnership@gmail.com
ASSISTANT FOR YOUTH & FAMILY PROJECTS	     Jocelyn Safrit | safritr@bellsouth.net
NURSERY STAFF			     	       Jan Kelly | jankelly159@gmail.com
NURSERY STAFF		              EmmaLee Murphy | emma.murph26@icloud.com
RECTOR EMERITUS	            The Rev. David R. Williams | david@davidrwilliams.org

VESTRY CONTACTS
PARISH LIFE 				             Joanne McClusky | jmcclusky@triad.rr.com
STEWARDSHIP				         Max Newbauer | maxnewbauer@yahoo.com
WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN FORMATION               Diana Wallace | wallaced2000@yahoo.com
JUNIOR WARDEN 			          George Blaisdell | gblaisdell13@gmail.com
JUNIOR WARDEN ASSISTANT 			           Gary Schilke | schilkesue@twc.com
SENIOR WARDEN			             Mark Thomas | mdthomas6@hotmail.com
PASTORAL CARE				              Derek Bates | dbates@myhst.com
PERSONNEL					              Pat House |phousenc@gmail.com
FINANCE 					                 Sid Little | dslittle48@gmail.com
CLERK 					                Julie Swanner | julieswanner@yahoo.com
COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY   Alex Stevens | alexanderforreststevens@gmail.com
MISSION & OUTREACH			            Carol Thornell | cthornell2001@yahoo.com

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER
320 East Davis Street (PO Box 1336), Burlington, NC 27216
info@hc-b.org • 336.227.4251				    WWW.HC-B.ORG
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