


THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU 
WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS
Please complete the information card and place it in the 
offering plate or hand it to one of the ushers. 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF HOLY COMFORTER
Though very diverse politically and socially, care for each 
other and care deeply for how our faith is manifested in the 
community. We believe all people are equal in God’s hand. 
Our nurturing congregation has an appreciation for diverse 
perspectives and opinions. We grow through a continually 
evolving and questioning discussion regarding our faith, God, 
and society. We welcome all, without reservation, into our 
Christian body to be part of a loving and sharing family.

WE CARE
Please call the church office at 336-227-4251 if you or someone 
you know needs visitation, prayers or other assistance because 
of illness or inability to attend worship service.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
MISSION STATEMENT
To worship God, revealed to us as Creator, as Jesus the Christ, 
& as the Holy Spirit, and experience God’s presence within the 
church family, nurturing each other through a comprehensive 
parish program while affirming each other’s individual 
ministries and responding to Jesus’ continuing call to minister 
to others.



After a long season of waiting 
and preparation, 

it is almost time to welcome 
our NEW RECTOR! 

Rhonda Lee’s first Sunday at HC 
will be this Sunday, Jan. 5. As we 
look forward to embracing her into 
our Holy Comforter family, there 
will be many opportunities in the 
new year to get to know Rhonda 
and experience her thoughtful 
leadership. For those who wish to 
learn even more, her book, Seek 
and You Will Find: Discovering a 
Practice of Prayer, is available in 
the church library, with two copies 
ready to borrow.



Our Vestry Team, the dedicated group of individuals who 
serve as stewards of our church’s mission, vision, and 

resources. Comprised of passionate volunteers elected by the 
congregation, our Vestry Team plays a vital role in guiding the 

spiritual and practical aspects of our community. 

Led by our clergy and supported by the wisdom and insight 
of experienced members, our Vestry Team embodies servant 
leadership, humility, and a deep commitment to serving others. 
Together, they provide strategic direction, make important 
decisions, and ensure that our church remains a welcoming and 
nurturing place for all who seek solace, guidance, and spiritual 
growth. Each member contributes their unique gifts and talents to 
further the work of our church and advance God’s kingdom here on 
earth. But beyond their individual roles and responsibilities, what 
truly sets our Vestry Team apart is their unwavering dedication to 
the well-being of our congregation. We are immensely grateful for 
the tireless dedication and sacrificial service of our Vestry Team. 

Their steadfast commitment 
to our church’s mission and 

ministry is a testament to the 
transformative power of faith 

and community. 
Together, we are stronger, 
more resilient, and better 

equipped to fulfill God’s call 
to love and serve one another. 





The new year is brimming with hope and possibility 
as we greet The Rev. Rhonda M. Lee, PhD, 

as the new rector of Holy Comforter! 

Please join me in extending a warm welcome to Rhonda as 
she settles in this month. 

As we celebrate this exciting new chapter, we are reminded 
of the importance of strong lay leadership in our parish’s life. 
During our recent transition period, we’ve seen first-hand the 
many talents and capabilities of our church community. Why 
stop now? With the momentum of Rhonda’s arrival and the 
positive energy within our community, now is the perfect time 
to consider how you might contribute to Holy Comforter’s 
future.

The nomination period for Vestry service will open soon, 
leading to elections at our Annual Meeting on February 2nd. 
The Vestry plays a vital role in shaping our parish’s mission 
and ensuring we remain a welcoming, thriving place for 
worship, learning, care, and outreach. Serving on the Vestry is 
a meaningful way to support Rhonda’s leadership and help 
Holy Comforter continue its impactful work.

If you feel called to serve, we encourage you to step forward. 
If you know someone who would be a great addition to the 
Vestry, consider speaking with them about this opportunity. 
Together, we can honor our commitment to Christ’s work and 
ensure our parish flourishes in the years ahead.

Thank you for your prayers, support, and dedication to Holy 
Comforter during this season of new beginnings.

          HAPPY NEW YEAR! 



JANUARY CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  JAN. 5   EPIPHANY
ACAC DONATION DROP OFF
8:00 am Breakfast Ministry    (Great Hall)
8:15 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
9:20 am Children’s Chapel    (3rd fl. Atrium)
9:30 am Lectionary Bible Study   (Small Dining Rm)
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)
10:30 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
11:30 am Meet and Greet Reception  (Great Hall)

MONDAY, JAN. 6
7:00 pm  Courage to Change   (Parish House)

TUESDAY, JAN. 7              Weekly Words Due

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)

THURSDAY, JAN. 9
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast Group   (Twin Lakes)
11:00 am Brookwood Village Eucharist   (Brookwood)
7:00 pm Courage to Change   (Parish House)

SUNDAY,  JAN. 12                    1ST SUN. AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 am Breakfast Ministry    (Great Hall)
8:15 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
9:20 am Children’s Chapel    (3rd fl. Atrium)
9:30 am Lectionary Bible Study   (Small Dining Rm)
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)
10:30 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
11:30 am Lemonade & Coffee in the (Parlor)

MONDAY, JAN. 13
7:00 pm  Courage to Change   (Parish House)
11:00 am Episcopal Church Women  (Great Hall) 
6:00 pm Vestry Meeting    (Small Dining Rm)

TUESDAY, JAN. 14              Weekly Words Due



WEDNESDAY, JAN. 15
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)

THURSDAY, JAN. 16
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast Group   (Twin Lakes)
11:00 am Twin Lakes Eucharist    (Twin Lakes)
7:00 pm Courage to Change   (Parish House)

SATURDAY, JAN. 18
9:00 am Newlin Tutor Training   (Small Dining Rm)

SUNDAY,  JAN. 19                  2ND SUN. AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 am Breakfast Ministry    (Great Hall)
8:15 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
9:20 am Children’s Chapel    (3rd fl. Atrium)
9:30 am Lectionary Bible Study   (Small Dining Rm)
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)
10:30 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
11:30 am Lemonade & Coffee in the (Parlor)
1:00 pm Newlin Tutor Training   (Auditorium)

MONDAY, JAN. 20    Church Office Closed
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

7:00 pm  Courage to Change   (Parish House)
9:00 am Newlin Tutor Training   (Small Dining Rm)

TUESDAY, JAN. 21              Weekly Words Due
9:00 am Newlin Tutor Training   (Small Dining Rm)

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 22
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)

THURSDAY, JAN. 23
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast Group   (Twin Lakes)
7:00 pm Courage to Change   (Parish House)

FRIDAY, JAN. 24               Comfortable Words Due

SATURDAY, JAN. 25
9:00 am Clam Chowder Pick-Up   (Kitchen)



SUNDAY,  JAN. 26                  3RD SUN. AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 am Breakfast Ministry    (Great Hall)
8:15 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
9:20 am Children’s Chapel    (3rd fl. Atrium)
9:30 am Lectionary Bible Study   (Small Dining Rm)
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)
10:30 am HE Rite II     (Sanctuary)
11:30 am Lemonade & Coffee in the (Parlor)

MONDAY, JAN. 27
7:00 pm  Courage to Change   (Parish House)

TUESDAY, JAN. 28              Weekly Words Due

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal    (Choir Room)

THURSDAY, JAN. 30
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast Group   (Twin Lakes)
7:00 pm Courage to Change   (Parish House)

WEEKLY & COMFORTABLE WORDS
If you would like to submit an article for 

Weekly and Comfortable Words please submit 
NO MORE than 250 words.

Weekly Words submissions are no later 
than Tuesdays the week of.

Comfortable Words submissions are due 
Friday, January 24th

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2024
All ministry submissions for the Annual Report must 

be submitted by Friday,  January 17th





LAY MINISTRY CALENDAR 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE    
Susan Klopman, Betty Adams, Judy Driscoll, Beth Glidewell, 
Julie Tighe 

ALTAR GUILD
Jan. 5   Audrey Deadmon, Leslie Haines, Elizabeth Hood,  

Sandy Moulton, Jane Spencer, Bea Swajkoski
Jan. 12  Joanne McClusky, Cheryl Miner, Tish Murray,   

Susan Ryan, Julie Smith, Nancy Smith
Jan. 19  Shara Partin, Verne Booker, Ren Bryan, Connie 

Griner, Mary Telander, Marilyn Tyler
Jan. 26   Janie Sellers, Betty Brown, Rene Burgess, Mary 

Collins, Lynn Dahl, Beth Glidewell. Elizabeth 
Hansen, Debbie Nichols-Smith

FLOWER GUILD
Jan. 5  Connie Griner
Jan. 12 Betty Brown, Sandy Gerow, Julie Smith
Jan. 19  Ren Bryan, Janie Sellers, Betsy Weatherly
Jan. 26  Margaret Egede-Nissen, Jennell Harris, Patsy Isley, 

Mary Telander

FLOWER DONORS
Jan. 5  Altar Guild and Flower Guild
Jan. 12  TBD
Jan. 19   TBD
Jan. 26  TBD

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP
Jan. 5  Larry Conte
Jan. 12  Joseph Keith
Jan. 19   Lee Kern
Jan. 26  Mark Thomas

MEALS ON WHEELS
Jan. 6  Stig Egede-Nissen
Jan. 7  Diana Wallace, Rene Burgess
Jan. 8  Cherry Wrenn, Stan Williams



Jan. 9  Jane and Jim Romer
Jan. 10 Coral Erikson, Gretchen Peet

VESTRY COUNTERS
Jan. 5  Diana Wallace, Max Newbauer
Jan. 12 Carol Thornell, Alex Stevens
Jan. 19 Carol Thornell, Sid Little
Jan. 26 Julie Swanner, Joanne McClusky

READERS
Jan. 5  8:15am - Elizabeth Hansen
  10:30am - Sandy Gerow, Paige Ysteboe
Jan. 12 8:15am - Joseph Keith
  10:30am - Martha Stewart, Robin Perez
Jan. 19 8:15am - Curt Odem
  10:30am - Patrick Rudd, Jim McAdams
Jan. 26 J8:15am - Julie Smith
  10:30am - Cheryl Dickey, Julie Swanner

USHERS
Jan. 5  8:15am - Derek Bates
  10:30am - Peter and Susan Klopman
Jan. 12 8:15am - Tom McLean
  10:30am - Sarah Moore, Jim Romer
Jan. 19 8:15am - Ron Driscoll
  10:30am - Patrick Rudd, Hu Womack
Jan. 26 8:15am - Paula Boyd
  10:30am - Ed and Rene Burgess

ACOLYTES
Jan. 5  8:15am - Julie Smith
  10:30am - The Newbauer Family
Jan. 12 8:15am - Elizabeth Hansen
   10:30am - Kathy Hykes, Meredith Patterson, Mourine 

Todd, Wesley / William Swanner, Caitlyn Todd
Jan. 19 8:15am - Julie Smith
  10:30am - The Newbauer Family
Jan. 26 8:15am - Curt Odem
   10:30am - Paige Ysteboe, Meredith Patterson,  

The Slott Family



On January 5th after the 10:30am 
service come welcome Rhonda at 

a meet and greet reception.





Please join us for an informal Bible study 
program which resumes January 5!

We meet at 9:30am in the Small Dining Room ...

... to discuss some part of the readings for that week, as the 
spirit moves us. If you have time to read ahead, lectionary 
readings can be found in the online calendar available at 

www.episcopalchurch.org/lectionary

    If you don’t have time, no worries!

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/lectionary






CHAPPY’S CLAM CHOWDER
ORDER BY WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 22
PICK UP on Saturday, 

January 25 between 9-11am
contact Chappy (336) 343-2222 or 
Frank (336) 684-6315 for ordering



TWIN LAKES, COBLE CREEK REHABILITATION CENTER

THE COBLE ROOM | 8AM Breakfast 9AM Program

THURSDAY, JAN. 9
LARRY CONTE will present the program 

for the January 9th Men’s Breakfast.

SPIRITUALITY IN EDUCATION … 
AND THE SPIRITUAL CLASSROOM!

GOD NEVER LOSES!

Spirituality can be imbedded in all aspects of a teacher’s life 
in the classroom. In the way a teacher interacts with students, 
developing student leaders, service projects, and interacting 
with colleagues and students in other classes. Your words and 
actions become your love language. Join us on Thursday the 
9th to hear from Larry Conte.

Looking forward to being with you. 
Phil Savage (savageboatman@bellsouth.net), 

Richard McBride (mcbride@elon.edu), 
Jeff Andrews (jeff.alan.andrews@gmail.com).

mailto:savageboatman@bellsouth.net
mailto:mcbride@elon.edu
mailto:jeff.alan.andrews@gmail.com


NEXT ECW MEETING IS 10AM

MONDAY, JANUARY  13
in small dining room

Please join us for the MONDAY, JAN. 13 meeting. We 
will be in the SMALL DINING ROOM and start at ... 

10AM - SOCIAL TIME | 10:30AM - PROGRAM & MEETING

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO JOIN US
Happy New Year Everyone!

Come and enjoy the fellowship of our parishioners and 
learn some of our History. Everyone is welcome. ECW 
accepts monetary donations: cash or check made out 
to “ECW” and sent to Jennell Harris. Monetary gifts are 
distributed by the end of the year to community and 
church needs. Call Shara Partin, (919) 801-1234  for any 
questions



THE NEWLIN PARTNERSHIP 
Celebrated the Final Events of 2024 

and Welcomes a New Year 2025

  Christmas Gifts for Backpack students:

Generosity from parishioners 
and the community provided  
a notable collection of small 
holiday gifts for students in the 
backpack program. Gifts were 
placed  in student backpacks 
along with the weekend meal 
on the last day of school before 
the holidays. A rousing thank 
you to all who contributed and 
to the team who prepared 
the gifts that were delivered 
to Newlin and put in the 
backpacks.  Backpack Christmas gifts for students on the way to Newlin!

NLP December Lunch & Learn:
Tutors and Lucky Listeners gathered on Thursday, 12/12 for 
their monthly Lunch and Learn meeting. Lisa Shaw, a tutor 
and Lucky Listener, presented the session entitled “Positive 
Redirection.” She suggested that it begins with a positive 
supportive relationship that creates a positive supportive 
environment. 

Lisa Shaw
Helping students have a growth mindset is 
important. With a growth mindset, students 
will say, “I can’t do this YET,” instead of “I 
can’t do this.” This can help the students 
see the potential in themselves and 
understand that mistakes are OK. Spotting 
their good behavior and noting student 
accomplishments with positive feedback 
is a crucial part of positive redirection.



Lisa Shaw presents at NLP Lunch & Learn on Positive Redirection

NEW TUTOR TRAINING JAN. 18-21, 2025
A four-day training for new tutors is planned for January 18-
21, 2025 at Holy Comforter. In addition to the new tutors, all 
current tutors, Listeners and NP Board members are invited 
to attend any part of the training. All are invited to the special 
Lunch & Learn session Tuesday, January 21,to be held during 
the training. Several new tutors plan to attend the January 
training sessions. 

Victoria Martin 

Victoria Martin moved to Haw River last 
winter after 22 years in Wilmington She 
has experience as a teacher assistant in 
kindergarten and in special education.

Joseph Keith 

Joseph Keith brings experience as a 
corporate trainer and adjunct faculty in 
higher education and has a Doctorate 
in Education. He currently resides in 
Burlington.



To walk in the footsteps of Jesus is to catch his 
vision and to follow his example. It is to kneel with 

the lowliest and the neediest, and to raise them 
up. It is to gather with them around the Table of 

the Lord, recognizing our oneness and unity. 
     Br. David Vryhof

OUR WISH FOR THE NEW YEAR:  
to add to the Stephen Ministry at Holy Comforter with 
someone to train to be a Stephen Leader and several 
folks to become trained as Stephen Ministers.

Training will begin in the New Year.  
Do walk in the footsteps of Jesus and kneel with the 
lowliest and the neediest and raise up those in crisis.

Go into the New Year in peace.

Contact Rene Burgess for more information 
about joining our Ministry 

(336) 269-5959 | burgessrene@gmail.com

STEPHEN MINISTRY

mailto:burgessrene@gmail.com


The custom of lighting candles when worshiping goes 
back thousands of years and is one that remains important 
in many faiths around the world.  In some churches there 
is a votive stand for worshipers to use when offering 
private prayers in the nave.  

The lit candle symbolizes that we are coming to God 
in prayer or praise and that our prayer continues even 
when we have turned to other things.  In Holy Comforter 
our votive stand is in the back corner of the nave and is 
prepared with tea lights in votive cups and lighter sticks 
to use.  

Each candle will burn for about 4 hours and, if possible, 
the candle is allowed to burn until it is used up.  Our stand 
is always available and offers a little space for worshipers 
to have a private moment with our Lord no matter what 
is going on around them. 



january 12 • 19 • 26









Do you have an eye for capturing heartfelt moments? 
Holy Comforter is looking for volunteer photographers to 
help us tell the story of our vibrant church community!

We need your talent to capture the spirit of events like:
     • Sunday Services       • ECW Gatherings
     • Sunday School       • Breakfast Ministry
     • Choir Practice       • Men’s Breakfast Group
     • Parish Home Gatherings         • Foster Children’s Program

Whether you’re a seasoned pro or simply love 
taking photos, we’d be thrilled to have you join us in 

preserving these precious memories. Help us showcase 
the warmth and energy of our mission!

READY TO GET INVOLVED? 
Start snapping and send your photos to Alex Stevens at 
(336) 684-2095 or alexanderfstevens@gmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us 
shine a light on our church’s 

beautiful journey!

mailto:alexanderfstevens@gmail.com


January 5  Phil Savage

January 6   Elizabeth Hansen   

January 7   Peter Dahl
   Cherry Wrenn
   Terri Kirchen

January 15  Cheryl Dickey

January 17   Larry Stevens
   Howard Adams
   Robert Stevens
   Cyrus Simpson

January 19  Lisha Akers
   Ski Swajkoski
   Jean Tippett

January 20  Audrey Deadmon

January 25  Sarah Moore

January 26  Peg Ladd
   Lee Pinson

January 29  Catherine Gibson
   Patrick Rudd

January 30  Maryanne Shanahan



MEMBERS 
For the repose of the soul of Mary Leighton Sellers, for the 
comfort of her daughter-in-law, Janie Sellers and for the 
comfort of her family and friends.

MEMBERS  
Nancy Christensen  Gene Griner  Amy Hess 
Chappy Moser   Nelson Young  Edward Dunlap
Bill Amidon   Bobby Puett Mittie Landi
Evie Surratt   Doug Peet  Bob Stewart  
Cecelia Walker  Margaret Egede-Nissen

FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Peggy Payne, Bob Bick - Sid & Ann Little’s friends
Randy Williams - David Williams’ brother
John Lewis - Sarah Moore’s friend
Will Nadolski – Paula Boyd’s grandson
Carolyn Strafaci – Cat Sykes’ mom
Annie Griner – Connie Griner’s daughter-in-law
Richard Lehman – Gary Schilke’s friend
Gus Holbrook  – Julie & Steven Swanner’s friend
Janet and Bill Bates – Derek Bates’ parents
Allison – Ren Bryan’s daughter-in-law
Terry Babin – Elizabeth Hansen’s friend
Dick Rowe – Adriane Newbauer’s father
Lisa Daniels, Lupe Wood – Julia Buffington’s friends
Pat Harwood – Amy Hess’ mother 
Marcus Day – David Day’s brother 
Sid Owens – Linda Buff’s friend’s grandson 
Lavette Morgan – Angie Boone’s former mother-in-law
Bonnie Honeycutt – Cherry Wrenn’s friend 
Brynja Bowman, Jeff Safrit – Jocelyn Safrit’s niece & brother-in-law
Patricia Holt Langston, Aubrey Henderson – Nancy Powell’s 
          granddaughter & great granddaughter

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

Give us a ring, drop a line, scroll through our social media or visit our 
website... it’s all listed below for your convenience.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

320 East Davis Street (27215) | PO Box 1336 (27216) BURLINGTON, NC
OFFICE HOURS | Monday-Thursday (8-2:30pm), Friday (8-12pm)

(336) 227-4251 | info@hc-b.org
WWW.HC-B.ORG

FACEBOOK | holycomforterburlington
YOUTUBE | echcburlington

INSTAGRAM | holycomforterburlington 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CONTACTS
PRESIDING BISHOP      The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe | sean.rowe@episdionc.org
BISHOP DIOCESAN  The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman | sam.rodman@episdionc.org
ASST. BISHOP          The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson | jennifer.brookedavidson@episdionc.org
RECTOR  The Rev. Rhonda M. Lee | rlee@hc-b.org
VERGER   Steven Swanner | jsswanner@gmail.com
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR     Cat Sykes | csykes@hc-b.org
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR       Julia Buffington | jbuffington@hc-b.org
MUSIC DIRECTOR           Christin Baker | cbaker@hc-b.org
ASSIST. FOR YOUTH & FAMILY PROJECTS     Jocelyn Safrit | safritr@bellsouth.net
SEXTON               Kelvin Bradsher | gareth.bradsher@yahoo.com
NURSERY COORDINATOR          Jan Kelly | jankelly159@gmail.com
NURSERY ASSISTANT               Allison Murphy | alybee9901@yahoo.com 
NEWLIN PARTNERSHIP ADMIN. DIRECTOR       Mindy Robinson | newlinpartnership@gmail.com
RECTOR EMERITUS  The Rev. David R. Williams | david@davidrwilliams.org

VESTRY CONTACTS
SENIOR WARDEN          Julie Swanner | julieswanner@yahoo.com
JUNIOR WARDEN          George Blaisdell | gblaisdell13@gmail.com
CLERK | PERSONNEL                       Pat House | phousenc@gmail.com
FINANCE          Sid Little | dslittle48@gmail.com
STEWARDSHIP  Max Newbauer | maxnewbauer@yahoo.com
PASTORAL CARE             Derek Bates | dbates@myhst.com
WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN FORMATION    Diana Wallace | wallaced2000@yahoo.com 
PARISH LIFE   Joanne McClusky | jmcclusky@triad.rr.com
MISSION AND OUTREACH        Carol Thornell | cthornell2001@yahoo.com
COMM. & TECH.      Alex Stevens | alexanderforreststevens@gmail.com
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mailto:sean.rowe@episdionc.org
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