


THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU

WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS
Please complete the information card and place it in the offering plate
or hand it to one of the ushers.

WE, THE PEOPLE OF HOLY COMFORTER

Though very diverse politically and socially, care for each other and care
deeply for how our faith is manifested in the community. We believe
all people are equal in God'’s hand. Our nurturing congregation has an
appreciation for diverse perspectives and opinions. We grow through
a continually evolving and questioning discussion regarding our faith,
God, and society. We welcome all, without reservation, into our Christian
body to be part of a loving and sharing family.

WE CARE

Please call the church office at 336-227-4251 if you or someone you
know needs visitation, prayers or other assistance because of illness or
inability to attend worship service.

MISSION STATEMENT

To worship God, revealed to us as Creator, as Jesus the Christ, & as the
Holy Spirit, and experience God’s presence within the church family,
nurturing each other through a comprehensive parish program while
affirming each other’s individual ministries and responding to Jesus’
continuing call to minister to others.






WEEK OF JANUARY 26, 2025 AT HOLY COMFORTER

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26

8:00am Breakfast Ministry Great Hall
8:15am HE Rite Il Sanctuary
9:45am Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
10:30am HE Rite Il Sanctuary
11:30am Coffee / Lemonade in the Parlor

MONDAY, JANUARY 27
7:00pm Courage to Change Parish House

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29
2:00pm Betty Wooten Funeral Sanctuary
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
8:00am Men'’s Breakfast Group Twin Lakes
7:00pm Courage to Change Parish House

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY'1
2:00pm Nancy Christensen Funeral Sanctuary

WEEKLY & COMFORTABLE WORDS
If you would like to submit an article for Weekly and Comfortable
Words please submit NO MORE than 250 words.
Weekly Words submissions are no later
than Tuesdays the week of.

Comfortable Words submissions are due

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24TH




| ! | IR JE it ' |
VERGER Steven Swanner

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Christin Baker

READERS 8:15am | Julie Smith
10:30am | Cheryl Dickey, Julie Swanner

USHERS 8:15am | Paula Boyd
10:30am | Ed & Rene Burgess

ACOLYTES 8:15am | Curt Odem
10:30am | cHALIcIsTs - Paige Ysteboe, Meredith Patterson
CRUCIFER - Bo Slott

TORCH BEARERS - Steven Slott, Davis Slott

GOSPEL BEARER - Fletcher Slott

CHILDREN’S CHURCH PRESENTER - Mourine Todd

AsSSISTANT - Jocelyn Safrit
VESTRY COUNTERS Julie Swanner, Joanne McClusky
FLOWER GUILD Margaret Egede-Nissen, Jennell Harris,

Patsy Isley, Mary Telander

ALTAR GUILD Janie Sellers, Betty Brown, Rene Burgess,
Mary Collins, Lynn Dahl, Beth Glidewell, Elizabeth Hansen

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE Susan Klopman, Betty Adams,
Judy Driscoll, Beth Glidewell, Julie Tighe

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP Jan. 30 | The Rev. Dr.
Rhonda M. Lee, Rector




Glovify The Lgrd, you angels and all powers of The Lord,
© leavens and all watew above The heavens.
Sun and meon and sténs of The sky, glorify The Jend,
praise him and highly exall him fov even.
Glovify the Lrd, every showen cf wain and fall of dew,
all windy and five and hedl:
Qiiton and Summen, gloiy the Jgrd,
raise him and highly exall him for ever
Glorify The Lgad, (O chill andl cold,
chops of dew and flakes of snow.
Tiest and cold, ice and sleét; glonify The Jord,
paise him and highly exall him for ever
Glorify The Lerd, (O nights and days,
(© shining light and enfoleling daik
praise him and highly exall him fo even.
(From Canticle 12, "A Song of Creation,” Part |,
“The Cosmic Order,” BCP 88-89)

A couple of weekends ago, | attended a diocesan meeting that had
to be moved online due to icy, snowy weather. As we gathered on
Zoom for Morning Prayer, we prayed together the portion of the
“Song of Creation” that celebrates God'’'s cosmic order. | smiled as
we joined in glorifying God together with chill, cold, snow, frost,
ice, and sleet: the very forces that were keeping us from meeting
in person as we would have preferred to do. And yet, of course,
these phenomena are our fellow creatures of God; they have their
place in God'’s creation just as we human beings do; in some way,
they glorify God just by being themselves; and it is right to thank
God for them.

It's easier to imagine that cold and ice glorify God when one
sits inside a warm house, with a reliable Internet connection
facilitating a meeting, and a hot drink to sip on. It's harder when
one is unhoused, or worrying about how to pay the heating bill
next month, or stuck with an unpleasant or abusive companion,
or alone and unable to get to a highly-anticipated coffee date
with a friend. In those situations, we might wonder, how can the



forces that cause us pain possibly glorify God? It can be easier to
blame the ice and snow for simply being, than to realize that we
are caught in patterns of sin—sometimes our own, but very often
stretching far beyond ourselves—that made it hard to glorify God,
and hard to see the beauty in some of our fellow creatures of God.

In these situations, using our imaginations and trying a change of
perspective can be helpful. That's especially true when we enjoy
certain privileges or have certain forms of power at our disposal
(like the knowledge that we can pay the increased heating bill
that a cold snap brings). Our faith affirms that to thank God for
the means to make snow angels is good; and to combine those
thanks with remembering neighbors who don’'t have a warm
house to return to, is better. To ask God for help in meeting our
basic needs is good; and to join with neighbors to pool what we
have in mutual aid, is even better. To share what we have is good;
to work to ensure that everyone has what they need, through fair
wages and necessary social supports, is better.

Friends, what are the things for which you find it challenging to
glorify God? Where are the places where you find it hard to see
your own fellowship with other creatures of God, including your
fellow human beings? In what ways do your own privileges keep
you from noting and responding to other people’s needs and
fears? Or, in what ways do feelings (like shame or embarrassment)
about your own needs and fears keep you from reaching out to
others to find paths forward together?

Trying on a change of perspective, sitting
quietly with those insights long enough
to see what God'’s invitation might be, and
sharing what we learn or what we wonder
about with even one sibling in Christ: these
are steps that can help us to more fully glorify
God, together, in all seasons.

Trusting in the peace and love of Jesus Christ,



TWIN LAKES, COBLE CREEK REHABILITATION CENTER
THE COBLE ROOM | 8AM Breakfast | 9AM Program

THURSDAY, JAN. 30
THE REV. DR. RHONDA M. LEE will present the program
for the January 30th Men'’s Breakfast.

THE REV. DR. RHONDA M. LEE
NEW RECTOR OF HOLY COMFORTER EPISCOPAL CHURCH

On Thursday the 30th of January, Rhonda will be visiting the
men’s breakfast group at Twin Lakes. This will be an opportunity
for her to get to know Holy Comforter members and friends, and
to introduce herself to them, too, over some delicious breakfast.
Rhonda appreciates the invitation!

Men of Holy Comforter, did you know you were invited too? The
men’s breakfast group meets on Thursdays from 8 to 10 a.m. and
all men are welcome (you can leave earlier if you need to get
to work). There's usually some sort of program, and it's a great
opportunity to share fellowship. Please plan to join in!

LOOKING FORWARD TO BEING WITH YOU!

Phil Savage (savageboatman@bellsouth.net),
Richard McBride (mcbride@elon.edu),
Jeff Andrews (jeff.alan.andrews@gmail.com).



mailto:savageboatman@bellsouth.net
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mailto:jeff.alan.andrews@gmail.com

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Consider Matthew Kelly's writing. holy moments,
A Handbook for the Rest of Your Life.

He writes the following: “You have so much more to offer. You
know it. You have sensed it for some time now. This sacred truth
has been bubbling up in your soul. But you have never known
quite what to do about it. All thatis about to change. Some ideas
are so powerful that simply becoming aware of them, changes
our lives forever. Holy Moments is such an idea. It is profoundly
simple, astonishingly practical, and once you discover it, your life
will finally make sense. It's time to let Holy Moments show you
what is possible. It is time to explore your soul-potential.”

Becoming a Stephen Minister through training is a way to let
Holy Moments into your life.

Contact Rene Burgess, Stephen Leader
(336-269-5959) burgessrene@gmail.com, to learn more
about becoming a Stephen Minister at Holy Comforter.



mailto:burgessrene@gmail.com










January 295
January 26

January 29

January 30

Sarah Moore

Peg Ladd
Lee Pinson

Catherine Gibson
Patrick Rudd

Maryanne Shanahan



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SYMPATHIES

« For the repose of the soul of Betty Wooten, for the comfort of her
children, including Beth Clidewell, Jim Wooten, Ed Wooten, and for
her family and friends.

« For the repose of the soul of Nancy Christensen, for the comfort of her
family and friends.

FUNERAL SERVICES
« BETTY WOOTEN
A service will be conducted here at the Episcopal Church of the
Holy Comforter on WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29, at 2PM.
A reception in the Great Hall will follow.

« NANCY CHRISTENSEN
A service will be conducted here at the Episcopal Church of the
Holy Comforter on SATURDAY, FEB. 1, at 2PM.
A reception in the Parlor will follow.

MEMBERS

Robin Perez Chappy Moser Nelson Young Cregg Lee
Amy Hess Edward Dunlap Bobby Puett Mittie Landi
Cecelia Walker Evie Surratt Bob Stewart Doug Peet

Margaret Egede-Nissen

FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Grace Savage - Phil & Betsey Savage'’s daughter-in-law
Annie Griner - Connie Griner's daughter-in-law

Juli Hauser - Gretchen & Doug Peet’s friend

Peggy Payne, Bob Dick - Sid & Ann Little’s friends

Randy Williams - David Williams’" brother

Richard Lehman - Gary Schilke’s friend

Gus Holbrook - Julie & Steven Swanner's friend

Janet and Bill Bates - Derek Bates' parents

Allison - Ren Bryan's daughter-in-law

Terry Babin - Elizabeth Hansen's friend

Lisa Daniels, Lupe Wood - Julia Buffington's friends

Pat Harwood - Amy Hess" mother

Lavette Morgan - Angie Boone's former mother-in-law
Bonnie Honeycutt - Cherry Wrenn's friend

Brynja Bowman, Jeff Safrit - Jocelyn Safrit’s niece & brother-in-law
Aubrey Henderson - Nancy Powell's great granddaughter
Patricia Holt Langston - Nancy Powell's granddaughter



IFYOU WOULD LIKETO

Give us a ring, drop a line, scroll through our social media or visit our website...
it's all listed below for your convenience.

------------------------------------------------------------------

320 East Davis Street (27215) | PO Box 1336 (27216) BURLINGTON, NC
OFFICE HOURS | Monday-Thursday (8-2:30pm), Friday (8-12pm)
(336) 227-4251 | info@hc-b.org
WWW.HC-B.ORG
FACEBOOK | holycomforterburlington
YOUTUBE | echcburlington
INSTAGRAM | holycomforterburlington

------------------------------------------------------------------

CONTACTS
PRESIDING BISHOP The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe | sean.rowe@episdionc.org
BISHOP DIOCESAN The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman | sam.rodman@episdionc.org
ASST. BISHOP The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson | jennifer.brookedavidson@episdionc.org

RECTOR The Rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee | rlee@hc-b.org
VERGER Steven Swanner | jsswanner@gmail.com
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Cat Sykes | csykes@hc-b.org
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR Julia Buffington | jbuffington@hc-b.org
MUSIC DIRECTOR Christin Baker | cbaker@hc-b.org
ASSIST. FOR YOUTH & FAMILY PROJECTS Jocelyn Safrit | safritr@bellsouth.net
SEXTON Kelvin Bradsher | gareth.bradsher@yahoo.com
NURSERY COORDINATOR Jan Kelly | jankelly159@gmail.com
NURSERY ASSISTANT Allison Murphy | alybee9901@yahoo.com

NEWLIN PARTNERSHIP ADMIN. DIRECTOR Mindy Robinson | newlinpartnership@gmailcom
RECTOR EMERITUS The Rev. David R. Williams | david@davidrwilliams.org

VESTRY CONTACTS
SENIOR WARDEN Julie Swanner | julieswanner@yahoo.com
JUNIOR WARDEN George Blaisdell | gblaisdell13@gmail.com
CLERK | PERSONNEL Pat House | phousenc@gmail.com
FINANCE Sid Little | dslittle48@gmail.com
STEWARDSHIP Max Newbauer | maxnewbauer@yahoo.com
PASTORAL CARE Derek Bates | dbates@myhst.com
WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN FORMATION Diana Wallace | wallaced2000@yahoo.com
PARISH LIFE Joanne McClusky | jmcclusky@triad.rr.com
MISSION AND OUTREACH Carol Thornell | cthornell2001@yahoo.com

COMM. & TECH. Alex Stevens | alexanderforreststevens@gmail.com
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