
Robert Egan Maddox 
January 19, 1849 - April 12, 1906  
 
Robert Maddox was born on January 18, 1848 or 1849 in Bienville Parish, Louisiana to parents William 
and Mary Maddox. He was the third child born to the couple. By 1870, the family moved to Denton 
County, Texas where Robert was a farmer and rancher. By 1873, he was living in Denison, Texas and 
during the “Panic of 1873”, Robert lost all his money. He was able to borrow money and then moved to 
Fort Worth. When he arrived in Fort Worth, he worked as a grocery clerk for J.W. Armstrong. Few could 
foresee Robert would become one of the most successful real estate developers of early Fort Worth 
history.  
 
In 1876, he was elected the City Tax Assessor and Collector.1 By 1881, Robert began his successful 
career buying and selling real estate in Tarrant County. At the age of 32, Robert married Anna Higbee on 
November 1, 1881. 2 The couple would only have a short time together as Anna passed away in 1882 
during the birth of their only child, Charleton. The infant would also die the same day. 
 
By the 1890’s, Robert owned a large amount of property in Downtown Fort Worth including the Richelieu 
Hotel.3  His growing success in real estate helped fund his real passion: buying and selling livestock. By 
the mid 1890’s, Robert had built himself a residence and stables called Maddoxia Park stock farm, also 
known as “Grand Palace Stables.” The property was located 3 miles east of the historic Tarrant County 
Courthouse. His love for livestock, especially horses, led him to be an early investor in what would 
become the modern day Stockyards of Fort Worth. He worked alongside other notable Fort Worth leaders 
such as John Peter Smith, E.M. “Bud” Daggett, and Robert McCart to help grow and expand the 
Stockyards during his lifetime.4 
 
Although his headstone states he died on April 20, 1907, he actually passed away on April 11, 1906.5 His 
funeral was well attended and many prominent leaders of the city attended. At his funeral, Rev. C.W. 
Daniel stated “There is no death, the stars go down to rise upon some fairer shore. And bright in heaven’s 
jeweled crown, they will shine forevermore.”6 Maddox is buried in Pioneers Rest Cemetery next to his wife 
and infant son. His parents are also buried in the cemetery.  
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