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UPCOMING EVENTS
January thru March
January
8 & 15 Felting Basics—Build a Snowman
10 Snowflake Family Tea Party
19 Cooking and Crafts Camp
29 & 30 STEM & Winter Wonderland Engineering with
LEGO
February
1 Remembering Metilda—Growing Up Enslaved
7 Queen of Hearts Tea Party
8 CGS—Woodworker
15 Maple Syrup Boil Down

16 Cooking and Crafts Camp

21 Taste a World of Chocolate

22 Maple Syrup Boil Down

22 Wool Basics—Cleaning, Carding and Spinning

28 Grit and Grain— African American Millers
March

1 Maple Syrup Boil Down

3 & 10 Felting Basics—Make a Rabbit

8 BGS—Home Scientist

14 In the Garden—Digging with Worms

15 Citizenship in the World Merit Badge

20 Eat What You Grow (6-10 yrs)

21 Women’s Work in the 19th Century

22 Movie at the Mill—Alice in Wonderland

30—April 4 Explore Science and Robo Fun (6-12 yrs)

Specific times and registration require-
ments are available in Parktakes

CELEBRATE GREAT FALLS DONATION

As reported in the last quarter’s newsletter, the
annual “Mingle at the Mill” event, a collaboration
between the Celebrate Great Falls (CGF) organiza-
tion, the staff at Colvin Run Mill and the Friends of
Colvin Run Mill was an outstanding success. As a
result, the organization made a substantial contri-
bution on November 18 to the Friends, funds
which will be used to maintain and improve land-
scaping at the site. We thank everyone who made
this event such a success and Celebrate Great Falls
for its very generous donation.

L to R: Tim Hackman, FCPA Dranesville District; Jim Wal-
lar, FOCRM; Deane Fernandez, Mingle at the Mill, Co-Chair;
Beth Rafferty, Mingle at the Mill, Co-Chair; Kiersten Fiore,
Colvin Run Mill Site Manager; Dan Dyke, FOCRM; Jan
Cleveland, CGF Exec Director; Melissa Whitson, CFG Board;
Gene Bacher, FOCRM

STATUS OF THE TRAIL

The Fairfax County Park Authority has approved
funding for construction of the trail on the south
side of Route 7 which will connect Colvin Run Mill
Park with the county wide trail system and assure
that the new tunnel under the Route 7 will now be
a tunnel to “somewhere”. See a write-up in the
President’s Message on page 2.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE
WORKED SO HARD TO MAKE THIS A
REALITY!



https://www.friendsofcolvinrunmill.org/

Friends of Colvin Run Mill
Board Membership and Officers

On October 7, 2025 the ballots were tabulated
and the board members announced:

Gene Bacher, Alex Block, Bill Canis, Bob Co-
blenz, Dan Dyke, Mike Henry, Kitty O’Hare
and Jim Wallar

Officers selected: Gene Bacher, President; Dan

Dyke, Vice President; Kitty O’Hare, Treasurer;

and Jim Wallar, Secretary. Officers will serve
two year terms.

OUR HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

il

THE MILLER’S HOUSE

Ninety-six children holiday shopped and were
helped by fifty National Charity League Volun-
teers the first weekend in December . Then
four hundred and ten adults and children visit-
ed Santa, created crafts, drank hot chocolate,
and toasted marshmallows on December 13 and
14 with the help of seventy-one volunteers in
the traditionally decorated Mill and Miller’s
House.

If you couldn’t join us this year, put it on your
calendar for 2026.

President’s Message
January 2026

Is it the “most wonderful time of the year” at Col-
vin Run Mill Park? The miller’s house and mill are
decorated “with care knowing that Saint Nicholas
will soon be there.” Or is it the crisp, cold days of
the wintry maple syrup boil downs? How about
spring egg hunts and summer camps? Or fall ap-
ple pressing that yields delicious, one-of-a-kind
cider? Each season holds a special promise of ed-
ucational fun at Colvin Run Mill Park.

We are forever grateful to the good folks at Cele-
brate Great Falls for their generous donation. We
had so much fun that it doesn’t seem right we
should earn money from the event. But we do
humbly accept. Together with contributions from
other donors, the funds will be put to good use.

We are also thankful to the Fairfax County Park
Authority and the Park Authority Board for ap-
proving funds to construct a trail on the south
side of route 7. We also appreciate the support
and interest of supervisors Bierman (Dranesville)
and Alcorn (Hunter Mill), former supervisor
Foust, Board of Supervisors Chair McKay, and
former FOCRM board member Wes Calendar in
making the trail a reality. Once completed (by the
end of 2026), families and hikers will be able to
walk safely and conveniently from Colvin Run
Mill Park through the new tunnel under Route 7
to experience the other half of the park with a pro-
tected wetland, the remnants of the old mill dam,
and to link up with the Rails to River and Gerry
Connolly Cross County Trails . The Great Falls
Connection carried a description and map of the
proposed trail (copy and paste: https://
connectionnewspapers.us1o.list-manage.com/
track/click?
u=85bc714b7683baz1a95d70b6¢c&id=869d3fbfd3
&e=c32aecbg8e

As I step down from being president of the board,
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the
most excellent site staff, the Park Authority, my
fellow members of the board, members and other
friends, and all the curious visitors and partici-
pants in the park’s programs. Through your ef-
forts history continues to live, to fascinate, and to
educate.

Jim Wallar
President, Friends of Colvin Run Mill

For more from Jim, see President’s Grindstone
blog on our web site:

Home - Friends Of Colvin Run Mill
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COME JOIN THE TEAM

We are always looking for additional FCPA volun-
teers to help with our school programs (simple ma-
chines) and any of our other offerings. Just a few

hours a month will help us and provide you with a
great sense of accomplishment.

Contact Kiersten Fiore at 703-759-2771
or: fepacolvinrunmill@fairfaxcounty.gov

TREASURER'S REPORT
By Kitty O’Hara, Treasurer FOCRM

The Friends of Colvin Run Mill (FOCRM) had an
excellent year and we deeply appreciate the generos-
ity of those people and organizations that have do-
nated throughout the year. Thanks in particular to
Celebrate Great Falls and the attendees at "Mingle
at the Mill" for donating $5,000 raised at that annu-
al event.

Total donations for the year exceeded $17,000
which significantly helped restore the large expenses
FOCRM incurred in 2024 covering the cost to re-
place and enlarge the shed by the mill. This year's
total program expenses amounted to slightly under
$6,000. Our annual operating costs were just under
$2,000 which included $1,630 for liability insur-
ance.

FOCRM ends the year with approximately $35,000
in assets.

$$53$8358858

COAL, COAL, COAL

It takes a particular type of coal

" to make the forge work well. In

8§ small quantities it is hard to
= find. Dan Dyke and Jim Wallar

'3 found a source, Dan drove to its

@ location and delivered 300

| pounds to the site for the black-

’ smiths to revel in.

Jum ol

Team work paid off!
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CRAFT CAMP WEEK

By Joyce Spieler

This July, historic ggg
Colvin Run Mill
played host to a &

young  artisans BGe
during its annual §
Craft Camp |

Week, held the ™™ :

week of July oth, 2025. Elghteen campers, ages 8
to 12, rotated between activities like weaving, can-
dle making, hiking, and more—all designed to
awaken creativity and hands-on exploration.

Among the most memorable rotations was the
wood carving workshop, where campers
learned the art of spoon making under the expert
guidance of a passionate instructor (Joyce). Work-
ing in groups of six at a time, the children not only
shaped their own wooden spoons but absorbed val-
uable lessons in safety, technique, and craftsman-
ship (see article on Page 4).

Staff member/camp counselor Maddox provided
outstanding support throughout the workshop,
helping to create a safe and encouraging space for
learning. After a safety presentation and proper
outfitting with gloves and goggles, the campers
were introduced to the push cut, a foundational
carving technique. With steady hands and focused
expressions, each young carver rounded off the
handle of their spoon before sanding their piece to
a smooth finish.

To personalize each project, the instructor (Joyce)
wood burned every spoon with an identified leaf,
the camper’s name, and the words "Camp Colvin
2025"—a thoughtful touch that transformed each
piece into a keepsake of their summer adventure.

The workshop wasn’t just about carving; it was
about connection—building confidence, patience,
and pride in craftsmanship. From shy beginners to
eager hobbyists, every camper walked away with a
hand-carved treasure and a smile.

“A good time was had by all,” summed up the spir-
it of the week—one of mentorship, creativity, and
hands-on joy. And thank you to all our counselors.

BECOME AN OFFICIAL “FRIENDS OF COLVIN RUN MILL” MEMBER

Membership dues are as follows: Individual - $35 a year, Family - $55, Business - $100.

Join now by completing the membership form on the Friends of Colvin Run Mill
site (focrm.org/be-a-friend).



http://www.focrm.org/be-a-friend

FALL 2025 COLVIN RUN MILL
SPOON CARVING AND WOOD TATTOOING

The Fairfax County Parktakes adult carving class this fall was a celebration of creativity, camaraderie, and
craftsmanship. A good time was had by all — from first-time carvers to seasoned volunteers — as we gath-
ered to explore the art of spoon carving in a warm and welcoming setting.

A heartfelt thank-you goes out to our incredible volunteers: BJ F., Phuong-Anh N., John L., Wendy N., and
Roberta G. Each brought their own inspirational spin to the class, sharing techniques, encouragement, and a
contagious enthusiasm that made the sessions truly special.

This time around, each volunteer was provided with a spoon blank, allowing for a shared starting point and a
wide range of creative interpretations. The results were as varied as they were beautiful — a testament to the
personal touch each carver brings to their work.

We wrapped up the class with a Kolrosing (wood tattooing) demonstration, introducing participants to this
Scandinavian traditional decorative technique that uses fine incised lines filled with pigment to embellish
wood. It was a fitting finale that added depth and detail to the spoons, and sparked curiosity for future pro-
jects.

Photos (below) from the adult class capture the joy, focus, and artistry of the experience — a reminder of
how carving continues to bring people together, one chip at a time.

NEW MERCHANDISE IN THE STORE

The historic General Store at Colvin Run Mill is now selling local goods that are crafted by Veteran and

Women Owned businesses that are American and sustainably made. Weird Brothers Coffee, River-Sea

Chocolates and Knueven Soap. In addition, to celebrate the coming 250th anniversary of the American
Revolution , we are selling Oliver Pluff & Company teas.
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GEARING UP FOR THE FUTURE

RECIPE OF THE MONTH: Casatiello
Submitted by Jim Wallar

This is a savory variation of the popular Italian panettone sold around Christmas
time. Each bite will “taste like a sandwich unto itself.” Feel free to substitute other
savory meats or cheeses for the salami and provolone suggested here.

and 1 cup buttermilk. Let stand for one hour at room temperature.

. Dough: In a large bowl, stir together 3 %2 cups unbleached flour, 1 teaspoon salt,
and 1 tablespoon sugar. Add 2 large eggs and the sponge. Blend into a coarse
ball.

Kneading in: Now the fun part: Gently knead in 34 cup softened butter cut into

) pieces (0k, you can reduce the amount if you are squeamish); then knead in 1 cup
sautéed salami cut in small pieces; then knead in 34 cup shredded provolone.

* Allow the mixture to stand for 1.5 hours or until the dough increases in size by 1.5
times.

Place the mixture into one or two loaf pans or a large round spring-form
pan and allow to rise for another 1.5 hours.

Bake in a pre-heated 350-degree oven for about 40 minutes, rotating at the
halfway point.

Allow the bread to cool at least one hour before slicing your sandwich!

Recipe from The Bread Maker’s Apprentice by Peter Reinhart.
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COLVIN RUN MILL
CRAFTS DAY A SMASHING SUCCESS

Nine individual craft stations were setup on Sunday, October 19 throughout the site, the mill was
available for touring, and the Folklore Society to Greater Washington provided English County
Dance demonstrations for eighty-six registered visitors.

To repeat a now common accolade for activities at the Mill: a good time was had by all.
Photos by Alex Block, Board Member, FOCRM

JIM WALLAR: CIDER

CHIP LEONARD: BLACKSMITH
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