May 28, 2021
It's Official !!
We are so happy to be able to finally announce our Lower School location!

98 South Lincoln Street in Keene
A huge Thank

You to Craig Stockwell and Sarah Mustin-Stockwell for purchasing

the building from Monadnock Waldorf School and leasing it to us. Craig and Sarah
live in the neighborhood, have children who previously attended Monadnock
Waldorf School, and are long-time supporters of Waldorf education. We are so
grateful for their support and belief in our vision for a thriving waldorf-inspired
Public School.

GW Board Chair, Gabrielle Schuerman
with Craig Stockwell and Sarah Mustin

The Principles of Public Waldorf Education
Alongside the practical work of creating a school from the ground up, the GW Board
of Trustees has been working on a more pedagogical level to fully understand the
guiding principles of Public Waldorf education. At each board meeting one member
of the Board reads a single principle and talks about their view of the meaning
behind it. The following was presented by Janet Gordon at the 5/21 Board meeting.

Principle: An understanding of child development guides all aspects of the
educational program, to the greatest extent possible within established legal
mandates.
Human development proceeds in approximate 7-year phases. Each phase has
characteristic physical, emotional, and cognitive dimensions and a primary learning
orientation. The Public Waldorf educational program, including the curriculum,
teaching methodologies, and assessment methods, work with this understanding of
human development to address the needs of the individual and the class in order to
support comprehensive learning and healthy development.
The Waldorf educational model is predicated on the understanding that there are
optimum times to introduce specific educational experiences as they relate to
developmental stages of the growing child. One analogy for this would be the
experience of eating a mature fruit that has fully ripened on the vine from a plant
that has developed from a strong root system. When the fruit has reached its full
maturity is the optimum time to taste its full flavor. Waldorf curriculum is built
around this idea of a ripeness in child development. The content and the activities in
the curriculum are introduced in response to the inner development of the child. The
question is asked: what is the child asking for or inwardly needing that will nourish
them? The response from each teacher is to consider where and in what way they
should teach so that the seeds can be sown for optimum growth in the long run.
Waldorf is an education that looks through the lens of where the child is and not
from where we are in our adult consciousness. What is physically, emotionally, and
socially happening for the child is what the education responds to, as balancing
those aspects are what open a child to learn. Children are best served by education
when they have developed the faculties and the facilities to actively participate.
This means that when a child has the ability to take in what is being brought, is able
to digest it and then recreate it out of his or herself and truly make it their own in
their own unique way, then this is when true learning is taking place. This is a very
different educational experience than memorizing facts or recapitulating information
and this is what a Waldorf teacher is paying attention to when assessing a child’s
growth.
This developmental approach celebrates every stage of developing capacities by
enriching and deepening the experience of where the students are. Every aspect of
the education, the content of the curriculum, the academics, the arts, the craft work,
the movement and physical education are woven into the understanding of child
development.
Knitting is brought in grade 1, while cross stitch and fractions comes during grade 4.
Roman history harmonizes with the 6th grader’s interest in the technicalities of life
and the ability to find an argument in any subject. Each stage pays attention to how
to meet the child, how to develop capacities that can best be developed when the
child is at that particular stage in their development AND will not be able to
experience or acquire in the same way as one grows out of that stage and one’s
consciousness changes.
For example, the early elementary child experiences color pouring on to their page
with evident abandon and complete absorption, completely united with the color,

while an adult or adolescent is often more concerned with what the painting looks
like. The young child becomes one with the flow of color, the adult has developed an
inner experience that is more separate from the world, and is not quite capable of the
same immersion in experience that the young child is.
Because of this developmental approach, the Waldorf curriculum takes more time
to build the foundation for academics and doesn't align with the common core
standards until grade 4. However, numerous grade level proficiency studies using
the Waldorf curriculum conclude that after 6th grade, students not only meet but
exceed the state standards for proficiency in math, language, history and science by
the time they reach 8th grade.
~Janet Gordon

SAVE THE DATE
Upcoming School Events
Saturday Aug 7th. 9am to 3pm Community Work Week Kick-off
Come help us assemble furniture, prep for painting walls, help clean & tidy, and add
your personal touch to a community art project!
We're inviting all community members to stop by any time on the day of August 7th
and lend a hand, get a tour of our buildings, and perhaps enjoy lunch from a local
food truck. Please RSVP so we have a general headcount to persuade the food truck
to come!
RSVP Here

Still busy.....
Work continues on all fronts! The Upper
Campus is taking shape, one room at a
time. Brand new electrical systems, fire
alarms and sprinklers, and a shiny new
fresh air return HVAC system are all
being finished up.
It takes a village to furnish a school:
Marcy found amazing slate chalkboards
all the way in Ithica NY. Adam lent his
truck, Karl and wife Celine drove many
hours to pick them up, and Fiona, Tim,
Emma, Theresa and Marcy unloaded
very carefully. They even came with a
few pre-written math problems from
their previous school!

Patrick lends a hand with oiling doll
beds in preparation for the Kindergarten
classroom.

Locally sourced school furniture!
Whitney Brothers Co. here in Keene is
currently working on student tables for
the Upper School. Here's a first
prototype.

Join us on August 31st for Community Pizza Night at Orchard Hill Breadworks!!
Eat pizza, hang out with friends, help GW fundraise!

Kids Demar Website

Summer log sheet

Race Day registration

Is your child interested in participating
in the Kids Demar Marathon in Sept?
They will need to track their progress
this summer and then register for the
kids' section of the race. We'll see you on
Race Day!

Job Postings
Part Time Development Coordinator
We seek founding faculty and staff who will make the school’s mission
accessible to all students in the Monadnock Region of New Hampshire. The
Development Coordinator will lead Gathering Waters in the development of
fundraising goals and work to meet these goals.
Employment Opportunities

















