Welcome
to St John’s Episcopal Church!

Sunday, September 12, 2021

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two

GATHERING TOGETHER
Entrance Rite
PRELUDE (INSTRUMENTAL)
ENTRANCE HYMN The Church's one foundation (Aurelia) (H 525)
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)

The people remain standing.
Celebrant
People

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
God be with you.
People
And also with you.
Presider
Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit
may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PROCLAIMING AND ACCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
The Lessons
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The people sit.
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
4
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and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
7

Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-8
1
I love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of my supplication, *
because you have inclined your ear to me whenever I called upon you.
2
The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.
3
Then I called upon your hoy name: *
“O GOD, I pray you, save my life.”
4
Gracious are you and righteous; *
you are full of compassion.
5
You watch over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and you helped me.
6
Turn again to your rest, O my soul. *
for God has treated you well.
7
For you O God, have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
8
I will walk in the presence of the GOD *
in the land of the living.
SECOND READING: James 3:1-12
A Reading from the letter of James.
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
1
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makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Reader

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
SEQUENCE HYMN (INSTRUMENTAL)

All stand.

GOSPEL: John 6:51-58
Priest
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I
am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.
31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
37
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my
27
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words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE CREED (BCP p. 358)

All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

All remain standing.

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom.

Silence
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
COMMUNITY BLESSINGS: BIRTHDAY, TRAVEL, ANNIVERSARIES

50. For a Birthday (BCP)

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servant N. as they begin another year. Grant
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your
goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

53. For Travelers (BCP)

O God, whose glory fills the whole
creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve
those who travel [in particular _______________]; surround
them with your loving care; protect them from every danger;
and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Anniversary (BOS)
O gracious and everliving God, look mercifully on N. and N., who come to affirm
the promises they have made to each other. Grant them your blessing, and assist
them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor
and keep their promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Presider
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one
with your saints in heaven and on earth:
Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported
by this fellowship of love and prayer,
and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy.
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ,
in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit,
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)

All stand.
Presider
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Remaining in their places, the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the
name of Christ.
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GIVING THANKS AND CELEBRATING THE MEAL

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376)
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5:2

OFFERTORY HYMN: INSTRUMENTAL

The Great Thanksgiving
SURSUM CORDA

The People remain standing.
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise
are yours at all times and in all places,
our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,
the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.
You laid the foundations of the world
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb;
You brought forth all creatures of the earth
and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,
all you create is a sign of hope for our journey;
And so as the morning stars sing your praises
we join the heavenly beings and all creation
as we shout with joy:
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SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all,
your Word has never been silent;
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations,
you delivered them from bondage
and led them to a land of promise.
Of your grace, you gave Jesus
to be human, to share our life,
to proclaim the coming of your holy reign
and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
you have freed us from sin,
brought us into your life,
reconciled us to you,
and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us
Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
gave it to his friends and said:
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine,
said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood,
poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us:
the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
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longing for Christ’s coming in glory,
and presenting to you these gifts
your earth has formed and human hands have made,
we acclaim you, O Christ:
Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!
Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us
the Body and Blood of your Christ.
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power,
may be a people of hope, justice and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ,
and in the fullness of time gather us
with blessed John the Evangelist, and all your people
into the joy of our true eternal home.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
we worship you our God and Creator
in voices of unending praise.
Blessed are you now and forever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
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forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364)
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
INVITATION
This table is hosted…
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365)
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN: You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord (WLP 810)
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WE ARE SENT FORTH TO THE WORLD
BLESSING (BCP p. 366)
God’s Blessing be with you,
Christ’s peace be with you,
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you,
now and always. Amen.
(source: Celtic)
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN Earth and all stars (Earth and All Stars) (H 412)

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
Presider
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People
Thanks be to God.
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