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Jesus said to them again, “Peace be Wlth you. As the Father
has sent me, so | send you.” - Jn 20:21

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 COBw= == g
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Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski, Pastor 203 East Avenue
(203) 866-3141 Norwalk, CT 06855
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Family Mass Every Sunday at 9:00AM.

. 2023 2022
Adoration Every Monday 6:00PM - 8:00PM May 21
Collection $4,025.00 $3,126.00
3 On-Line $2,386.00 $2,435.00
11\)/[?111}’ N!alSSD Mondav. Mav 29 Diocesan Assessment ($1,567.00) ($1,636.00)
emorial Day, Monday, May : -
7:00 AMt For Our Deceased Veterans e $4,844.00 23,925.00
530 PM t No Mass, No Adoration Votives $ 146.50 $ 148.00
Tuesday, May 30 . L. .
7:00 AM+ Ann Teinert Ca”thollc Communication Campaign
. e : i 2. $ 578.
530PM+  Cecilia David (C)% _Eicr'fgon $ 802.00 ¥ 578.00
Wednesday, May 31 Total $ 885.00 $ 758.00
7:00 AM t Sean Honohan
5:30 PM t Sr. Mary Gillian Ascension Thursday
Thursday, June 1 CO”e'CtIOI'] $ 619.00 E>1,17000
7:00 AM T In Celebration of Patrick & Maura Maher’s 'IQ”t-LIme J_155..DD_$ 77400 i“l 6/8.00
38" Wedding Anniversary ota :

5:30PM T Andrew Cianciullo .
Diocesan Assessment

Friday, June 2 The assessment is used to cover the cost of Diocesan operations
7300 AM NO MASS and schools. The formula is based on all gross receipts. For our
5:30PM Mass of Remembrance 2023 fiscal year, the annual Cathedraticum Assessment is

Sunday Vigil, Saturday, June 3 Celebrant ' $81,472. This equates to a weekly payment of $1,567. This
5:15PMt  Antonia Codipietro Fr. Mirek = represents an annual decrease of $3,600.00 from the prior year.

Sunday, June 4

7:30 AMt Henry Simon Fr. Mirek :

9:00 AM+ For Our Parishioners, Living & @AG)LG %@M f’/l\/-tdb/\/?\g

Deceased Fr. Mirek o

11:30 AM*T Victoria Ann Buono Fr. Mirek | en g 2

5:00 PM t Bob Benzinger Fr. Mirek %M Jze)b‘gé)bx 6h 1 Mﬁe :

Then, now’s the time to start your religious education,
: too. Please contact the Religious Formation Office for
The Sanctuary Candle burns more information or go to our website for a link to our
T ﬂl/lay 28th tﬁrougﬁ June 3¢ for the Intention registration page. Classes are on Sundays starting in
4 of the Lage Family September. Kindergarten is not required but serves as
gj the Lage Tramiy. an introduction and is free to all.
Phone: (203) 866-1189

G e — Email: stthomasreledoffice@gmail.com
R e S NG
Jamgs Sweet  Jgan Speranza  Stephen Bagngs There will be a special mass for all deceased
Ponna Gustafson Miller parishioners on Friday, June 2nd | at 5:30 p.m. in
We extend our sympathy to their families & friends. the church. Family members and friends are
May is the Month of Mary!! encouraged to attend. If you would like
Pray the Rosary at home & in the Church information about the ministry, please contact

Monday - Friday: 6:30am

Monday: 7:00pm  Saturday: 4:45pm Jane Eichwald at (203) 838-4590.

Rectory: Rectory Staff: Religious Ed Office: Youth Ministry:
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski Cathy Lauder (203) 866-1189 stthomasyg1@gmail.com
Pastor (ext. 12) Parish Secretary (ext. 10) Mary Vladimirov, DRE Elizabeth Squicciarino, Coordinator
Rev. Ralph Segura Finance Chair: stthomgsreledofice(@qmall.com Website:
Parochial Vicar (ext.19) Ulrike Schambeck Parish Bookkeeper www.stthomasnorwalk.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, (203) 434-6488 AR (PR Like us on Facebook:

Thursday, & Friday 9 - 4 Facilities: St. Thomas Norwalk

Closed Wednesday, Saturday, & Sunday Tito (Jose) Rivera St’Tmzﬁgs’;gqr\jvalk

stthomasnorwalk@optonline.net (203) 866-3141 (203) 866-1219 Fax



Upon the recommendation of Bishop Caggiano, St. Thomas the Apostle will
implement the following changes as of June 1, 2023:

1. The parish office hours will be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from
9am to 4pm. The office will be closed on Wednesdays.

2. All weekday masses that are already booked will be celebrated accordingly,
however, no new masses will be booked for June and July. This will enable
our parish to have only one full-time priest beginning in the early part of the
new year.

3. Therefore, starting June 1¥ the weekly mass schedule will be posted at the
entrances to the church, in the bulletin, and on our website. All these
changes are already on our website parish calendar.

4. Beginning August 1%, the weekday Mass schedule will be as follows:

Monday: 7:00am 5:30pm
Tuesday: 7:00am NO 5:30pm
The church will be closed at 4:00pm
Wednesday NO MASSES The church will be open from
9 to 4 for private prayer
Thursday: NO 7:00am 5:30pm

The church will be opened at 9:00am
for private prayer

Friday: 7:00am 5:30pm
If you have a scheduled Mass for a time when Mass will not be celebrated,

someone from the office will be calling you to reschedule that Mass.
Thank you for your patience during this transition.

m One In Christ — The 2023 Bishop’s Appeal - Your gifts at work
If you have not yet responded to the Appeal, please reflect upon the

importance of your support to ministry and outreach that relies upon

Our Food Pantry is in need of volunteers. We || the charity of everyone the  Diocese of Bridgeport. The challenge is

especially need Spanish speaking people to immediate and far-reaching, but the solution is within

assist with our Spanish Community If you are our reach! To make a gift, or for more information, Eﬁ
. ’ please visit us at 2023BishopsAppeal.org, call (203)
interested, Please call the Food Pantry at (203) [ 4161470 or scan with your phone. 1_
866-1644. If no one answers, please leave a L

message. We will call you back! We have raised 110 gifts worth $30,965 =

(=]
. r l-
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bringing our parish to 49.31% of its $62,800 _:: :
goal. Thanks to all who have participated! E

The Parish Offices will be closed Monday, May 29", in honor of Memorial Day. The Thrift
Store & Food Pantry will also be closed on Saturday, May 27" There will be 1 Mass at
7:00am. No 5:30pm Mass or Adoration.

Did you know? Each year on Memorial Day a national moment of remembrance takes place at 3:00 p.m.
local time. PLEASE SAY A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO DIED IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY!!
GOD BLESS AMERICA!!




Memorial Day was born out of necessity. After the American Civil War, a battered United States was faced with the task of
burying and honoring the 600,000 to 800,000 Union and Confederate soldiers who had died in the single bloodiest military conflict
in American history. The first national commemoration of Memorial Day was held in Arlington National Cemetery on May 30,
1868, where both Union and Confederate soldiers are buried.

Several towns and cities across America claim to have observed their own earlier versions of Memorial Day or “Decoration
Day” as early as 1866. (The earlier name is derived from the fact that decorating graves was and remains a central activity of
Memorial Day.) But it wasn’t until a remarkable discovery in a dusty Harvard University archive in the late 1990s that historians
learned about a Memorial Day commemoration organized by a group of Black people freed from enslavement less than a month
after the Confederacy surrendered in 1865.

Back in 1996, David Blight, a professor of American History at Yale University, was researching a book on the Civil War when
he had one of those once-in-a-career eureka moments. A curator at Harvard’s Houghton Library asked if he wanted to look through
two boxes of unsorted material from Union veterans.

“There was a file labeled ‘First Decoration Day’,” remembers Blight, still amazed at his good fortune. “And inside, on a piece of
cardboard, was a narrative handwritten by an old veteran, plus a date referencing an article in The New York Tribune. That
narrative told the essence of the story that I ended up telling in my book, of this march on the racetrack in 1865.”

The racetrack in question was the Washington Race Course and Jockey Club in Charleston, South Carolina. In the late stages of
the Civil War, the Confederate army transformed the formerly posh country club into a makeshift prison for Union captives. More
than 260 Union soldiers died from disease and exposure while being held in the racetrack’s open-air infield. Their bodies were
hastily buried in a mass grave behind the grandstands.

When Charleston fell and Confederate troops evacuated the badly damaged city, those freed from enslavement remained. One of
the first things those emancipated men and women did was to give the fallen Union prisoners a proper burial. They exhumed the
mass grave and reinterred the bodies in a new cemetery with a tall, whitewashed fence inscribed with the words: “Martyrs of the
Race Course”.

And then on May 1, 1865, something even more extraordinary happened. According to two reports that Blight found in The
New York Tribune and The Charleston Courier, a crowd of 10,000 people, mostly freed slaves with some white missionaries,
staged a parade around the racetrack. Three thousand Black schoolchildren carried bouquets of flowers and sang “John Brown’s
Body.” Members of the famed 54th Massachusetts and other Black Union regiments were in attendance and performed double-time
marches. Black ministers recited verses from the Bible.

If the news reports are accurate, the 1865 gathering at the Charleston racetrack would be the earliest Memorial Day
commemoration on record. Blight excitedly called the Avery Institute of Afro-American History and Culture at the College of
Charleston, looking for more information on the historic event. “‘I’ve never heard of it,” they told me,” says Blight. ““This never
happened.”” But it was clear from the newspaper reports that a Memorial Day observance was organized by freed slaves in
Charleston at least a year before other U.S. cities and three years before the first national observance. How had this been lost to
history for over a century? “This was a story that had really been suppressed both in the local memory and certainly the national
memory,” says Blight. “But nobody who had witnessed it could ever have forgotten it.”

Blight kept digging for more information, but the only other mention he found of the racetrack event was in a 1916
correspondence sent from a women’s Civil War historical society in New Orleans to its sister chapter in Charleston, asking about a
big parade of freed slaves on a horse track at the end of the war. “I regret that I was unable to gather any official information in
answer to this,” wrote the Charleston society’s president. “That’s such a telling statement,” says Blight. “The woman who wrote
that letter may not have known about it, but the fact that she didn’t, tells the story.”

In time, the old horse track and country club were torn down, and thanks to a gift from a wealthy Northern patron, the Union
soldiers' graves were moved from the humble, white-fenced graveyard in Charleston to the Beaufort National Cemetery. By the
time Blight was rummaging through the Harvard archives in 1996, the story of the first Memorial Day had been entirely forgotten.
Or perhaps not entirely.

After his book Race and Reunion was published in 2001, Blight gave a talk about Memorial Day at the Smithsonian National
Museum of American History, and after it was finished, an older Black woman approached him.

“You mean that story is true?”” the woman asked Blight. “I grew up in Charleston, and my granddaddy used to tell us this story
of a parade at the old racetrack, and we never knew whether to believe him or not. You mean that’s true?”

For Blight, it’s less important whether the 1865 commemoration of the “Martyrs of the Race Course” is officially recognized as
the first Memorial Day. “It’s the fact that this occurred in Charleston at a cemetery site for the Union dead in a city where the Civil
war had begun,” says Blight, “and that it was organized and done by African American former slaves is what gives it such
poignancy.” BY: DAVE ROOS https://www.history.com/news/memorial-day-civil-war-slavery-charleston

[S |

b

IT’S BACK!!
y GIANT TAG w./|| Save the date (and your LARGE unwanted items) for
SEPTEMBER Q¢ our Giant Annual Tag Sale!!

We need your help to make this a success! Call or
email the office to sign up or for more information.




PRAY For Our Men and Women Servmg our Country

'4/C Tatiana V. Arias, US Navy
Matthew Montanez, US Army
PFC Larry Joyce, US Marine Corps

L
»

High School Youth Group
Our Youth Group will be meeting in the Parish
Center Loft on next Sunday, June 4", from 4:30pm -
6:00pm. The 1* Sunday of each month will be an
organizational meeting to plan the month’s event. If
you would like more information or want to be
added to the Youth Group email list please contact
Elizabeth Squicciarino, our Youth Group
Coordinator, at stthomasygl@gmail.com.

ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE
WELCOME & BRING YOUR FRIENDS.

Confessions in Church
Every Saturday
4:00pm until 4:30pmMm

Social Distancing will be maintained.
Masks must be worn.

L Room to Grow Preschool is a state licensed and
oom to Grow Preschool nationally accredited facility that provides high quality
“Tyy, T care and education for children ages 3 to 5 years old.
. = Registration is open to ALL Norwalk residents.
‘ﬁ:—- -\ - L~~_ Enrollment spots are available on a sliding fee scale
) & based on family income. The center is open Monday
"More than just a preschool” oy 0h Friday from 7:30 AM to 5:30 PM. Call (203)

831-8200 now to find out how to enroll your child.

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Take a Look Tuesday

Guralton Hﬁ

8th Grade It
Shadow Visits
Now Open

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE.

Come and see the difference a Catholic School
education will make in your child's life!
Tours offered by appointment every Tuesday between 8:90-10am.

Register online.

Pre-School through 8th Grade

139 West Rocks Road Norwalk, CT 203-847-3881 www allsaintsnorwalk.com

Trustees:
Robert Lametta
Christopher Jarboe

Finance Council:
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski
Bill Austin

Hugh Gartland

Linda O'Shaughnessy
Ulrike Schambeck

Parish Council:
Ed Bocchino

Tom Donaher

Joe Dudek

Glenn Iannaccone
Ann Jacoby
Christopher Jarboe
John Stoops

Room To Grow

Preschool:

(203) 831-8200

Nancy Cook-Owens,
Director

All Saints School:
Mrs. Linda Dunn,
Principal
5203 847-3881
39 West Rocks Road
Norwalk

The Second
Chance Thrift Shop
ﬁOIa 318-9817

10:00 AM 3:00 PM
Tuesdays & Thursdays
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Wednesdays

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Saturdays

St. Vincent
de Paul
Food Pantry:
ﬁOZua 866-1644
OURS

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Tuesdays & Saturdays

Only

Birthright of
Norwalk:

(203) 853-4872

Catholic
Charities:

(203) 416-1307



SACRAMENTS
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday: 9:00am to 4:00pm

DID YOU KNOW....you must complete your Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism,
Eucharist, & Confirmation) in order to be a sponsor for Baptism & Confirmation? Do
you, or someone you know, want to join the Catholic church? Then the RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation for A dults) program is for you! Just call the Faith Formation Office
at (203) 866-1189 for more information.

PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER.

If you would like to be added to or removed from this prayer list, please email or call the office.

Please pray for the sick of our parish that may be restored to health and that all who ASSIST and CARE for them will be
given the strength to continue their Christian service. Please remember the following in your prayers:

Carm Pagliano Debbie Reddock

Pearl Futo Robert Parmalee
Jack Cade Constance Williams
Gary Livia Peggy McDonald
Julia Cade Marianne Schambeck

Jeannie Maxwell

Vicki

Michele Mola-Gulemi

James Amrich Theresa Buono Linda Lima

Mike Torres Emily Calabrese Anne Edwards
Skip Bossone Marie Silver Grace DeMilo
Kimberly Frataloni Jeanette Ralston Pam Simso
Cathy Sinica Rick Azillo Jeannetta Torres
Richard Barton Richard Berg Diane Turek
Kathleen Ford Antonio Vescio Jackie Hamilton

Betty Lou Heffernan
15! Sgt. Joe Toscano (Ret.)
Josephine Mola Buckley

Kathleen Dominick

Dawn Grover

Vinny Massaro Elizabeth Malerba
Stefanie Sena Jim Bogdany
Eileen Remlin Ann Marie M

Joan Kennedy

Nancy G.

Alessandro Fornara

Paul F.

Chuck Scott

Joanna Marvin

John Lima
Ken Schulman
Jim Charest
David R.

Frank Longo
Steve C.

Merina Deluc

George Travers
Phil Tavella
Hamilton Family
Anthony Bruno
Angela McCrae
Debbie Poruban
Denise Cassin
Holly Sanders
Mike D.

Patricia M.

The Food Pantry is open
Tuesdays & Saturdays
10 00 AM mll 30 AM.

bin at the food ntry entrance.
Questions! Call them at
(203) 866-1644

% THECONNECTICUT
HOSPICE The Connecticut Hospice, Inc. is accepting applications
' for new volunteers! Our patients and families are in
need of your care and support. If you have an interest
in companionship, light housekeeping or making meals, please contact
Joan Cullen, Director of Volunteers at (203) 3

The Connecticut Hospice, Inc., Homecare

Volunteers Needed

15-7510.

Online|; Giving
£

ELECTRONIC GIVING
is available through our parish website:
winw.stthomasnorwalk.org.
Your use of electronic giving saves the parish

money and helps keep our volunteers & staff safe.

f;%%,
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131 Strawberry Hill Ave.
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Protecting Semiors ,
N mmnw’de | @ ADT-Monitored Home Security = - —

:_: Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust (-

EAST
Une Free Mo AVENUE #
SHELL .

O Long-ie STAR WASH CAR WASH

216 East Ave., Norwalk
onira 838-5955

« ARG DEVINE BROS

“Let our family take care of your family”

all Todao A'C & 247 Heating Services » Propane, Diesel & Heating Ol Delivery ED S CARAGE DOORS
. e . 0 Redi-Mix Concrete, Mason & Landscape Materials 136 WATER ST., NORWALK, CT D6854
a =I= . 80 1.86008 TEL (203) 847-1284
203-866-4421  www.devinebrosinc.com www.edsgaragedoors.com

' Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Norwalk, CT  03-4048



© ADT-Monitored Home Security
ELECK AND SALVATO E Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust
MANFREDI ELECTRIC, INC' ® Burglary ® Flood Detection 833.287-3502 7\ =
]GWB‘S ® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide : § < 1=

diMnsietallll Four Fitch St - East Norwalk

Offering Fine Timepieces & Jewelry 203-838-1900 48 BEACH ROAD,

EAST NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06855
www.EleckAndSalvato.com 203-838-2326 * FAX: 203-838-9756

Family Owned & Operated

E==a Rex Marine Center
(e J /144 Water Street, Norwalk, CT 06854
b 4 Ships Store 831-5236

Service & Storage 831-5234

JACKIE AUSTIN |

REALTOR®
BERKSHIRE | New England
Hfﬂ[\T}‘I}A\VAY Properties
MINESETVICES
Serving Norwalk, Westport, Fairfield, Weston & beyond
jackieaustin@bhhsne.com
Direct: 203-722-3078
Office: 203-227-5117
20 Wilkon Road, Westport, CT DGES0D
jackieaustin.bhhsneproperties.com J

ey o

Catering Available
34 North Ave., Norwalk
(203) 847-3360

Open Mon-5at

Family Owned & Operated Since 1912

19 AR TR
Pre-Need Counseling Available ® Cremation & Traditional Services F R E E

a l I Br James P. Magner, Jr. ® Melissa D. Heaphy © William D. Tiani ) ] o re
12 Mott Avenue, Norwalk 203-866-5553 - - AD DESIGN

www.magnerfuneralhome.com ™\ with purchase
IV 5 Y R O L P B <o T i s

of this space
Cathohc Cemeterlcs '

oo | catholicmateh® e

If you are concerned abaut your end of life plans, searching for the ‘ 800-477-4574

Funerd® Home

sacred ground of a Catholic cemetery, or have loved ones buried
in one of our 14 Diocese cemeteries, now might be a good time to
begin planning for yourself or other family members.

While talking about the issue is not easy, pre-need planning
makes your wishes clear, reduces costs and helps your family
avoid difficult dedsions at a time of loss and grief.

Start your plans now by contacting Joe McCurdy
oiir Drector of Operations and a 5t. Thomas the Apostle parishioner
at 203-610-3414 or joe.mecurdy@ctcemeteries.org

CatholicMatch.com/myCT
NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

‘ SUPPORT XECIA Have our bulletin

OUR PARISH /
“ emailed to you

CDTALJTI;JQ;S If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!‘ every week.

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! &, ‘r._ )
v'Ambulance solutionsastowas § T 9, %% amonth %, »
v'Police v'Fire s
vFriends/ Farnily S‘W”

Y

-m

ASE Certified Technicians, Family owned
130 Connecticut Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06854

203-838-5032 - 203-838-0088

Activation
Wbm Term Contracts

This Butnes SAVES Lives!
s Socwenn GPS,

"\
> i, ﬁngLl anu 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/ Fa:l Dnll:fll:Jn e

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAfprf EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Gaarting Rmaricy'y fariom Wotiomants! 24/7 363 Monitoring in the USA

T ﬁ Collins Funeral Home

o] 1k T . __Prela_nni_ng & Cremation Services

Visit www.parishesonline.com

Directors:
William A. Skidd
William P. Skidd
Andrew D. Skidd

92iEast Avenue, Norwa1k 03, -L - o n | M | wiliam G. Lahey
i Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support1 -800-888-4574 ® www.4lpi.com St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Norwalk, CT  03-4048




