CHURCH

Eighth Sunday

in Ordinary Time
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A good tree does not
bear rotten fruit,
nor does a rotten tree
bear good fruit.
For every tree is known
by its own fruit.
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February 27, 2022 Luke 6:43—44

Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski, Pastor 203 East Avenue
I (203) 866-3141 Norwalk, CT 06855




MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Family Mass Every Sunday at 9:00AM.

Adoration Every Monday 6:00PM - 8:00PM

Daily Mass
Monday, February 28
7:00 AMt Rachel Dessances
5:30 PM Intention of Jaques
Tuesday, March 1
7:00 AM Intentions of Jonathan Maher
5:30 PM In Honor of the Blessed Mother
Ash Wednesday, March 2
7:00 AMt Ellen Morrone
12:05 PM Special Intention

5:30 PM t Domenico Cappuccia
7:00 PM t Lou Marcario

Thursday, March 3
7:00 AM Graces for the Dessances Family
5:30PM t Eileen Infurchia (4™ Anniversary)

Friday, March 4
7:00 AMt Raffaele Mattera
5:30 PMt Mass of Remembrance

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

2022 2021
February 20
Collection $3,976.00 $2,580.00
On-Line $2,587.00 $2,433.00
Diocesan Assessment ($1,636.00) ($1,869.00)
Net Retained $4,927.00 53,144.00
Votives $172.00 $ 129.00

Diocesan Assessment
The assessment is used to cover the cost of Diocesan operations
and schools. The formula is based on all gross receipts. For our
2022 fiscal year, the annual Cathedraticum Assessment is
$85,072. This equates to a weekly payment of $1,636. This
represents an annual decrease of $4,633.00 from the prior year.

—MASS OF REMEMBRANCE—
The following parishioners died in the
month of February: Frank Dragan and
Terry Rooney. There will be a special

7:00 PM Stations of the Cross mass for them and all deceased
Saturday, March 5 Celebrant : parishioners on Friday, March 4t at
5:15 PMt Elaine Sheehan Fr. Ralph

Sunday, March 6

5:30 p.m., in the church. Family
members and friends are encouraged to

7:30 AMt For Our Parishioners, Living & Fr. Ralph . X :
Deceased attend. If you would like information
1?:28 2%1 gritttanyBReitht g ﬁlilrréﬁ about the ministry, please contact Jane
. aténa bemonte . .
5:00 PM + Gregoire Dumas Fr Mirek - Eichwald at 203-838-4590.
The Sanctuary Candle burns FIRST FRIDAY
February 27* through March 5t ADORATION
for Terry Rooney. March 4"
1, 7:30am to
€ternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord, and FIRST FRIDAY 5:00pm

lsgt Perpetual Light Shing Upon Them.
Plgasg remember in gour prayers:
7infonino Mirabile lliana Guillen
Terry Rooney
We extend our sympathy to their
familigs & frignds.

Rectory: Rectory Staff:
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski Catherine Mulvehill
Pastor Business Manager

Rev. Ralph Segqura Cathy Lauder

Parochial Vicar Parish Secretary

Office Hours: ’ .

Appointments 10-3 Monday through Finance Chair:
Thursday & Friday 10-12 Ulrike Schambeck

Closed Saturday & Sunday (203) 434-6488

stthomasnorwalk@optonline.net

SE @ mu“ﬂ' i

Pray the Rosary in the Church
Monday - Friday: 6:30am
Monday: 7:00pm
Saturday: 4:45pm

Religious Ed Office: R.I.S.E. Youth Ministry:
~(203) 866-1189 sthomasyg@gmail.com
Michelle O’'Mara, DRE .
stthomasnorwalkreled@gmail.com Website:
Mary Vladimirov, Secretary www.stthomasnorwalk.org
General Office Email Like us on Facebook:
stthomasreledoffice@gmail.com St. Thomas Norwalk
Facilities: Follow us on Twitter:
Tito (Jose) Rivera @StThomasNorwalk
(203) 866-3141 (203) 866-1219 Fax



STATIONS OF THE CROSS
7:00PM
EVERY FRIDAY DURING

LENT

AST AND ABSTINENCE

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are

obligatory days of fasting and abstinence.

In addition, Fridays during Lent are
obligatory days of abstinence.
Catholics over the age of 14 years are required to
abstain from meat every Friday during Lent. All
Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are
required by Church law to fast on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday. Only one full meal is permitted
to persons in this age group on this day, plus two
lighter meals.

We are planning an exciting night of religious themed scav-
enger hunts and escape rooms, with cheese pizza dinner.
Drop the kids off at 6pm with pickup at 9pm at the Parish
Center Gym.

RSVP REQUIRED BY FEBRUARY 27"

Contact the Religious Formation office for registration info.

My Dear Friends in Christ,
“A Bridge Home” is the theme of the
2022 Bishop's Appeal, formerly called
the Annual Catholic Appeal, and it
highlights hope, renewal, and
evangelization in our diocese. The
Appeal invests inservices that
continue to engage those in their
= faith and build a strong bridge to so

many who are struggling. Now it is more important than
ever to reunite our Church, affirm our faithful and welcome
others back.

| am grateful for your support this past year as we
continue to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic and we once
again gather within our parishes, homes, and communities.
This is possible because of your faith and generosity.

The Diocese of Bridgeport has a long tradition of
providing programs that serve those in need and prepare
for the future of our Catholic faith. This year's Appeal goal
is $8.1 million and remains unchanged from last year.

| personally invite you to join with me in making
a gift and building “A Bridge Home,” one living stone at
a time. We have been through much together as a
family in faith, and we have much to look forward to
because we are a people of hope. | pray for God's
blessings on you and your family.

Faithfully in Christ,

Fuank Caggianc

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Bishop of Bridgeport

For more information, please go to our website
homepage for a video presentation by Bishop
Caggiano and a PDF version of the Diocesan

brochure.

Calling All Campers!
Family Fun Night
Friday, March 4™, 6-9PM
Only $10 Per Child

Jesus Meets Aristotle Lecture
and Dinner With Fr. Mirek
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Thursday, March 10, at 6PM
R.S.V.P. by Friday, March 4™

Dear Friends,

It is already that time of the year here at St.
Thomas The Apostle Parish when we again offer
an opportunity to participate in ongoing
formation in our faith, tradition, and critical
thinking. I invite you all to consider joining us in
our Parish Center for another Philosophy lecture,
this time accompanied by St. Patrick and all the
goodies he brings for dinner every year. In
addition to a delicious corned beef and cabbage
dinner, we will discuss the philosophical
propositions of LOGOS by the ancient Greek
Philosopher, Heraclitus, and compare them with
Saint John and the LOGOS of His Gospel.

I hope to see many of you!

Fr. Mirek
DO YOU LIKE TO
KNIT OR CROCHET?
JOIN THE PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY

We supply all the materials at our meetings and
discuss if there have been any special requests
made. The next meeting is Thursday,
March 24" at 7:00pm, in the Small Meeting
Room. Come meet our group and
pick up your supplies!

Our shawls are free gifts meant to warm,
comfort and embrace. To request a shawl or if
you would like more information about our
ministry, please call Vicki Remson,
(203) 847-8196 or the Rectory, (203) 866-3141
or go to our website & click on
Parish Ministries .
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR,

Dear St. Thomas the Apostle Parishioners,

Several years ago, I had the privilege to celebrate my niece’s First Holy Communion in a beautiful church
called Our Lady of the Chapel in Brussels, Belgium. As is each First Holy Communion, this one was
absolutely beautiful, and after the Mass I took my time to go in front of one of the side altars in that church
and pray. This ancient church in Brussels was Pieter Breughel the Elder (1525 — 1569) parish church, and it is
the church of his final rest. The great artist is buried there, underneath the side altar in one of the side chapels,
with an epitaph honoring his parents created by one of his sons. Among the many reasons that Pieter
Breughel the Elder is important to me is his numerous works of art. One painting in particular, completed in
1568, is called The Blind Leading the Blind. The artist, in the way particular to the Renaissance, gives each
man on his painting a different ocular affliction, all painted with a realism that allowed identification of their
conditions by later experts. And in addition to all the “Milk and Honey” for the art enthusiast, the painting is
based on the “cut and paste” operation of Saint Luke, as the evangelist places Saint Matthew’s passage about
the blind leading the blind in his own Gospel. (Please compare Luke 6:39 with Matthew 15:14.) Each and
every time I look at Pieter Breughel’s painting, I pray I am not the one; you know, the blind leading others.
It’s not easy to be a Catholic Priest in 2022. Saying yes to the task, answering my calling to the priesthood
many years ago, I would have never imagined that decades later, as a pastor, I would have to deal with the
challenges and difficulties many of us priests need to address today. And on a top of it, how one changes or
transforms such situations into opportunities, maybe even life-giving projects and changes? I can only think
of one way of doing it: Ora et Labora — says it all, the famous Saint Benedict statement. (See The Rule of
St. Benedict.) Trust to that the Holy Spirit worked through far worse scenarios in the past. Like we hear in
this weekend’s Gospel: “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit.
For every tree is known by its own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, nor do they
gather grapes from brambles. A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good,
but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil...” (Luke 6:43-45).

So, let’s BE GOOD, let’s produce much good out of the storage of our hearts. K 3

DON’T GIVE UP

FIGHT HUNGER WITH US!

FOR LENT

Inetead. di o tot . We will receive a $1 donation for every $10.99 Bloomin'
nstead, discover simple ways to transform . . ‘

veur [ i foray dayspJoin gur el fen 4 Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker sold at our
BEST LENT EVER, a free email program from W selected Stop & Shop in our selected month.
Dynamic Catholic that is designed to help ¢

you have a life-changing Lent. Each day, you'll
receive a short inspirational video that will

|
help you ... St. Thomas the Apostle St. Vincent de Paul
Find areas for growth ' | = | Food Pan
Build better habits alt
Spark lasting change

Benefiting Organization:

Selected Month: Selected Stop & Shop:

SIGN UP AT s ’ M h 1790 Post Road East
DynamicCatholic.com/BestLent I} arc Westport

Dynamic Catholic e —— $5TOPSSHOP.




PRAY For Our Men and Women Serving our Country

Theresa Cole, S Marine Ca

Mike Lupin
$\\.1v SO .
S Sfc, kamll ens
" LCDRSca
Tech Sqt. Danie

- s‘s

=
N\

‘-,’s,,_ na V. Arlas, US Navy
Mat ew Montanez, US Army
PFC Larry Joyce, US Marine Corps

During these difficult times, please remember to support our local bulletin
advertisers. Make the back 2 pages of this publication your “go to place” for
local business help. They can only help us if we continue to help them!
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CURIOUS ABOUT ALL SAINTS?

Thinking about making a change? Come for a
 visit and learn more! Schedule a visit to learn

" more about our programs  and campus.

Accepting applications for Pre-K to 8th Grade

. Visit allsaintsnorwalk.com to
schedule your tour!

o

ADORATION
MONDAY NIGHT
! 6PM - 8PM

If you would like to arrange a
baptism, please call the office at
(203) 866-3141. If this is your
first baby, you will need to
complete the Pre-Baptism class
with one of our priests.
Pre-Baptism classes are the 3™
Saturday of every month. Please
call to reserve your space.

Birthright

A |Birthright is in need of gently worn baby and maternity clothing.

A | Please call to arrange for a drop off. They also need volunteers

(especially Spanish speaking). Opportunities include friendship

counseling, clerical, and clothing work.

Please call the Norwalk Chapter for more information:
(203) 853-4872.

Training is provided.

\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAADAD
Planning a wedding? Congratulations!!

¥ Call the office to secure your date. We are having ceremonies with all
¥ current COVID guidelines in place. We also live-stream your ceremony
¥ for those who can’t be with you or don’t feel comfortable with

@ participating in person. You need to contact the office at least 9 months

4

prior to your chosen date.
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MEMORIAL MASS OR FUNERAL

f We are scheduling Memorial Masses for those who died during the virus
£ perlod Anyone who wishes to arrange for a Memorial Mass is asked to call the ¢

KEERERRRRK

ofﬁce in order to plan the mass. If you would like a full funeral mass, please let ¥

X ¢ your funeral home know your wishes so they can contact us to schedule We g
E will continue to have graveside only service as an option. E
X

X

X
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Trustees:
Robert Lametta
Christopher Jarboe

Finance Council:
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski
Bill Austin

Hugh Gartland

Thomas Gorzkowski
Linda O’Shaughnessy
Ulrike Schambeck

Parish Council:
Ed Bocchino

Tom Donaher

Joe Dudek

Glenn Iannaccone
Ann Jacoby
Christopher Jarboe
John Stoops

Room To Grow

Preschool:

(203) 831-8200

Nancy Cook-Owens,
Director

All Saints School:
Mrs. Linda Dunn,
Principal
203 847-3881
est Rocks Road
Norwa

The Second
Chance Thrift Shop
ﬁOBa 852-9899

10:00 AM 3:00 PM
Tuesdays & Thursdays
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Wednesdays

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Saturdays

St. Vincent

de Paul

Food Pantry:

ﬁ03t)' 866-1644
OURS

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Tuesdayso& Saturdays

nly
Birthright of
Norwalk:
(203) 853-4872

Catholic
Charities:

(203) 416-1307



SACRAMENTS
10:00am to 3:00pm Friday: 10:00am to 12 Noon

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday:

DID YOU KNOW....you must complete your Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism,
Eucharist, & Confirmation) in order to be a sponsor for Baptism & Confirmation? Do
you, or someone you know, want to join the Catholic church? Then the RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults) program is for you! Just call the Faith Formation Office
at (203) 866-1189 for more information.

PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER,

[f you would like to be added to or removed from this prayer list, please email or call the office.

Please pray for the sick of our parish that may be restored to health and that all who ASSIST and CARE for them will be
given the strength to continue their Christian service. Please remember the following in your prayers:

Carm Pagliano Jim Sweet Debbie Reddock James Amrich Theresa Buono Walter Cortese
Pearl Futo Robert Parmalee Jill Bowman Emily Calabeese Anne Edwards Linda Lima
Mike Constance Williams Mike Torres Marie Silver Grace DeMilo Merina Deluc
Gary Livia Peggy McDonald Skip Bossone Jeanette Ralston Tony Cappuccia Pam Simso
Julia Cade Marianne Schambeck Kimberly Frataloni Rick Azillo Jeannetta Torres George Travers
Jeannie Maxwell Michele Mola-Gulemi Michael Walsh Richard Berg Diane Turek Phil Tavella

Vicki Betty Lou Heffernan Richard Barton Antonio Vescio Jackie Hamilton Hamilton Family
Kathleen Dominick Cathy Sinica Kathleen Ford Chuck Scott John Lima Anthony Bruno
Janina Stachurski Joe M. Joan Kennedy Joanna Marvin Ken Schulman Angela McCrae
Greg N. Donny Cassavechia Nancy G. Vinny Massaro Alessandro Fornara Kathy D
Dawn Grover 15! Sgt. Joe Toscano (Ret.) Debbie Poruban Denise Cassin Jack Cade Jim Charest
Jackie Capobianco
. The Connecticut Hospice, Inc., Homecare
The Food Pantry is open : pice, “nc.,
& THE CONNECTICUT Volunteers Needed
Tuesdays & Saturdays HOSPICE The Connecticut Hospice, Inc. is accepting appllcanons
for new volunteers! Our patients and families are in
10: 00 AM t0 H 30 AM. need of your care and support. If you have an interest
be in companionship, light housekeeping or making meals, please contact
Joan Cullen, Director of Volunteers at (203) 315-7510.

Questions! Call them at
(203) 866-1644

Online|| Giving

is available through our parish website:

Your use of electronic giving saves the parish
money and helps keep our volunteers & staff safe.

ELECTRONIC GIVING

www.stthomasnorwalk. org.




Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Gay Cavanagh Director
10 Lewis St., Norwalk
847-4220

email: sales@jspaluch.com % %ljil;)]%ll,{ %
| For Information ... Call CLEANERS
337 Westport Avenue

800.524. Norwalk 847-8000  JjES

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Fratecting Semiors
Nationwide

5 i g
Free professional ad design & my help! paliich oot

Medical Alert System

One Free Month

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! ¢, -—

v/Ambulance SolutionsasLowas $ 19 95 4 month B
v'Police vFire
v'Friends/Family

No Long-Term

FREE Shipping

Contract
FREE Activation ’\
NO Long Term Contracts ®

AR J Price Guarantee
CALL 800 809 33 52 Lowest Prce Guaranteed!
1 GPS Tracki /Fall Detecti
f in Now Natlf:v;:igeml(loal.an::;:)l\;‘eeded Easy self
'|haVBP,.afhisq depend MDMedAl/ert EAsY set-up,NO Contract

Momfem Safe-Guarding America’s eniors Nationwidel  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Tbe Most Complete Online

National Directory
of Catholic Parishes Pescud
Ge3 T SI;lrgW%llyn Du'ector
wbe Ave.
CHECK IT OUT TODAY! e
| 8>< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It |
: The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers :
1 |
| [
—
1 |
b | O Your
|
Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin. ad
I am patronizing your business because of it! ! -
____________________ could
be in
this
space!
EAST
AVENUE 5
SHELL LY
STAR WASH CAR WASH

216 East Ave., Norwalk
838-5955

Touch a Life,

Forever. |DEVINE BROS.

Serra for Priestly Vocations

SINCE 19 18

“Let our family take care of your family” ,;|”
A/C & 24/7 Heating Services * Propane, Diesel & Heating Oil Delivery ' A RAGE D O ORS
SALES SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION
Redi-Mix Concrete, Mason & Landscape Materials 136 WATER ST., NORWALK, CT 06854
203-866-4421 www.devinebrosinc.com TEL (203) 847-1284
www.edsgaragedoors.com

911016 St Thomas the Apostle Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263



MANFREDI

jewels

Greenwich « New Canaan
manfredijewels.com

Offering Fine Timepieces & Jewelry

ELECK AND SALVATO
ELECTRIC, INC.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community

ONE Y PARISH

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

P Go

play

Four Fitch St . East Norwalk
203-838-1900
www.EleckAndSalvato.com

BERK

20
jacl

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1

JACKIE AUSTIN |

HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Serving Norwalk, Westport, Fairfield, Weston & beyond

jackieaustin@bhhsne.com

REALTOR®

SHIRE | New England
Properties

with OnePQrih! A
Norwalls Cove Marina,

So.
48 BEACH ROAD,
EAST NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06855
203-838-2326 » FAX: 203-838-9756

Rex Marine Center

144 Water Street, Norwalk, CT 06854
Ships Store 831-5236
Service & Storage 831-5234

ACCURATE
AUTO REPAIR

Vincent & Cosmo Scicchitano
B Fitch 8t 854-0338
Pre-Need Counseling Available

Cremation & Traditional Services

Direct: 203-722-3078
Office: 203-227-5117
Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880

kieaustin.bhhsneproperties.com d

912"

Magner Funeral Home, Inc.

Michael J. Magner * James P. Magner, Jr. * Melissa D. Heaphy ¢ William D. Tiani

12 Mott Avenue, Norwalk

203-866-5553

www.magnerfuneralhome.com

@ Need help with

MEDICARE Medicare choices?

65ForRU Turning 65?
Let us help you.

Donald A. Cafero, CLU, ChFC

Insurance Broker

203-856-4237

Medicare Information at

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

T 2117990-70)

www.Medicare65forU.com

#d Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

838-5032 838-0088

COTALING’S
AUTO BODY

Complete Auto Body Services
130 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk

2 L
SITIEE
11 13 T s Lzl 1

92)East AvenueyNorwalk |/ ——————\

911016 St Thomas the Apostle Chu

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc. Q

=l (N
010 > 0

d

rch (A) www.jspaluch.com

Collins Funeral Home

Preplanning & Cremation Services

CatholicMatch.com/myCT

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

——

e Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
* Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
e Excellent Commission Compensation Program
Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
wnanw.jspaluch.com

AN VIODNEY!
0 GOOD! maKE A
POSITIVE IMPACT!

Directors:
William A. Skidd
William P. Skidd
Andrew D. Skidd
William G. Lahey

oo N._COIY

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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