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EXCERPTS FROM THE LECTIONARY FOR MAsSs ® 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD.

(203) 866-3141 Norwalk, CT 06855

Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski, Pastor 203 East Avenue ‘
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Family Mass Every Sunday at 9:00 am. 2021 2020
Adoration Every Monday 6:00PM - 8:00PM January 31
Collection $2,762.00 $4,039.76
. On-Line 2,398.00 2,530.17
lleligh)ag/;faslsebruary g Diocesan Assessment ($1,869.00)  _($1,867.
’ i q
7:00 AM+ Mary Malagisi Net Retained $3,291.00 $4,702.93
5:30PM T Andrew & Angelina Caruso Votiv 1 12
Tuesday, February 9 otives $ 108.00 3 8.50
Gavin Mar.shall " ) The assessment is used to cover the cost of Diocesan operations
5:30pPM T June Talarico (3" Anniversary) and schools. The formula is based on all gross receipts. For our
Wednesday, February 10 2021 fiscal year, the annual Cathedraticum Assessment is
7:00 AM t William & Carmela O’Boy $89,705. This equates to a weekly payment of $1,869. This
5:30PM T Ralph & Lucy Capece represents an annual increase of $104.00 from the prior year.

Thursday, February 11
7:00 AM t Richard Heise
5:30 PM For an Increase in Saturday Devotions

The 2021 MASS BOOK
is open. All restrictions are
now lifted. Please call or
email the office to reserve

Friday, February 12
7:00 AMt Deceased Members of the Verda Family
530PM T Msgr. Walter Orlowski

Sunday Masses your masses and candles for
Saturday Vigil, February 13 Celebrant 2021.
5:15 PMt Crescenzo Piro Fr. Mirek
Sunday, February 14
7:30 AMt Arthur, Mary, & Sharon Amato, &
The Roland Family Fr. Mirek '
9:00 AMT+ Jim Verda Fr. Mirek PLEASE HELP LIGHTEN OUR LOAD!
11:30 AMT For Our Parishioners, Living & Fr.Ralph | Pplease use your parish offertory envelope or write
Deceased

Fr. Mirck your envelope # on any loose checks. This will
greatly cut down on the entry time of the Parish
Offertory every week. If you don’t know your
The Sanctuary Candle burns number, please call the office (203) 866-3141 or
February 7 through February 13 email us at stthomasnorwalk@optonline.net.

5:00PM t Bill & Rosemary Lane

Jfor Mary Lane.

The Food Pantry is open
Saturday From 10 AM to Noon.

Rectory: Rectory Staff: Religious Ed Office: R.L.S.E. Youth Ministry:

Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski Catherine Mulvehill (203) 866-1189 Cecy Gillen, Coordinator
Pastor Business Manager Michelle O'Mara, DRE sthomasya@amail.com

Rev. Ralph Segqura Cathy Lauder w@m Website: .

Parochial Vicar Parish Secretary Kathryn Grieco, Secretary www.stthomasnorwalk.org
Office Hours: ) ) General Office Email Like us on Facebook:
Appointments 10-3 Monday through Fl_nance Chair: stthomasreledoffice@gmail.com St Th N K :
Thursday & Friday 10-12 Ulrike Schambeck Facilities: b Thomas Norwalk
Closed Saturday & Sunday (203) 434-6488 Tito (Jose) Rivera RILTTODC LT 7
@StThomasNorwalk

stthomasnorwalk@optonline.net (203) 866-3141 (203) 866-1219 Fax



Many thanks for your generosity.
Please remember the following intentions in your prayers in memory of

Rose Zannino Vincenzo Zannino Ronald Delmazzio Delores Ferris

Shirley Byington Michek Family Grebis Family Joe & Angie Macaluso
Agnes & Robert Cunningham Theresa & Joseph DeLallo Bruce Tourigny Franky Chang

Mary & Arthur Amato Sharon Amato Roland Family Lametta Family
Octavio Arango E. Antonio Cenatiempo Cardina Cenatiempo John Porada
DiDonna Family Robert & Aldona Owens Luke & Beatrice Gray Luis Mamba Sr.
Crispina Mamba Mcanor Mamba Aira Mamba John Srnecz Family
Henry E. Simon Family Neil Ambrogi Angelo Ambrogi Peter Consolati

Santa Consolati Rose Zannino Vincenzo Zannino Ronald Delmaggio
James Hebert Thomas & Helen Clancy S. Sarathy James Sarathy

Lester Platt Judith Platt Siladi Family Albert D. Brennan, Sr
Cathy Jean Sisk Alfred Mennino Caruso Family Donofiio Family
Horne Family Bridget O’Gara Michael O’Gara Elizabeth O’Gara

Garrett O’Gara

Margaret Trezzini

Harold Trezzini

Mary & James Gaudio

Filipo & Maria Mastroinni Aida & Ted Otto Guisippina & Gino Mercuri Maria & Raffaele Longo
Anna & Frank Bonadalio M/M Walter Stankiewicz M/M Edward Charles John & Agnes Coal
Jack & Ann Diamond Carolyn Gebbia Mprs. Joan Lee Mrs. Regine Duerte
Mprs. Allison Agostino Joseph & Elizabeth Schmotzer  Joseph & Margaret Komar Paul Sibiskie

Fran & John Tierney Frances & Albert Azzolino Joseph & Jennie Festa Rose & Joe Izzo
Edward P. Walsh O’Boy Family Boccanfuso Family Iola & Joseph Rabbitt
Marion & Harold Hughes June & Thomas Talarico Rei Chen Hwang Robert Joseph Boucher

Beatrice Boucher

Delores Laracca

Mariano P. David

Cecilia G. David

Marianito David Gregoria Diag Karalyn Diaz Crescenzo Piro
Gallacher & Pirundini Families Michael McCurdy Concetta D’Agostino John Sferlazza

Stephen & Emilie Wegiel, Sr. Fred Cieslak Gerard & Elaine Desrosier Fred Roos

Roos Family Wilfredo Perez, Jr. Hall Family Emma & Peter Baldino
Michael & Helen Baldino Beisi Avila Lorraine & Joseph Benson Robert Young McKenna
Fausto Mattera Antonia Apolito Wells & Frances Jarboe DiMeglio Family

Bruno Family
Lenihan/Connolly Families

Buono Family

John, Antoinette& Virginia locono

Josephine, Sam , & Genevieve Famigliette

Dorothy Caldwell Marella

Emilia, Stanislaw & Jozef Kutniewski

Ruben, Fermia, Julio, Norberto & Alejandria Labraga

Please remember the following intentions in your prayers in Honor of

C.Piro Family Aleyda Gonzalez Family Vincent Massaro Family
Hanford Family M/M Stanley Remson Family Mrs. Pasquale D’Orio Family
McCabe Family M/M Joseph Laganza, Sr. Family M/M Anthony Mirabile Family

M/M Jason Santiago Family
M/M James Dunn Sr. Family
Janet Denke Family

Mpr. John Deacy Family

Ms. Florence Labrande Family
Blessed Mother

M/M Elias Oyomba Family
M/M Joseph Remson Sr. Famly

M/M Anthony Passerelli Family
In Thanksgiving

Ms. Lynn Greco Family

M/M Paul Perreault Family

Mr. Semin Seo Family Mrs. Rosa Lee Family M/M Gilbert Family

M/M Robert Hendrick Colisimo Family O’Boy Family

McHugh Family Bocchino Family Staack Family

Sacco Family Gasper Family M/M Michael Pietrobono Family

Every effort has been made to record your intentions accurately: please forgive any typographical errors.

HAVE YOU DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE FOR A CELL PHONE?

DID YOU ADD OR CHANGE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?
Please let us know of any changes to your contact information so our records will be correct and
we will be able to contact you, if necessary. Please notify the Parish Office when you change your
address, phone number, cell phone number and/or email address so that we can have the most up
to date way to reach you should the need arise. Call us at (203) 866-3141 or send us an email with
your current information. Thank you.




|| THE REAL’ ST. VALENTINE WAS NO PATRON OF LOVEE ||

On Feb. 14, sweethearts of all ages will exchange cards, flowers, candy, and more lavish gifts in the name of St. Valentine. But as a
historian of Christianity, I can tell you that at the root of our modern holiday is a beautiful fiction. St. Valentine was no lover or
patron of love.

Valentine’s Day, in fact, originated as a liturgical feast to celebrate the decapitation of a third-century Christian martyr, or perhaps
two. So, how did we get from beheading to betrothing on Valentine’s Day?

Ancient sources reveal that there were several St. Valentines who died on Feb. 14. Two of them were executed during the reign of
Roman Emperor Claudius Gothicus in 269-270 A.D., at a time when persecution of Christians was common.

How do we know this? Because, an order of Belgian monks spent three centuries collecting evidence for the lives of saints from
manuscript archives around the known world. The volume encompassing Feb. 14 contains the stories of a handful of “Valentini,”
including the earliest three of whom died in the third century.

The earliest Valentinus is said to have died in Africa, along with 24 soldiers. Unfortunately, even the Bollandists could not find any
more information about him. As the monks knew, sometimes all that the saints left behind was a name and day of death. We know
only a little more about the other two Valentines.

According to a late medieval legend reprinted in the “Acta,” which was accompanied by Bollandist critique about its historical
value, a Roman priest named Valentinus was arrested during the reign of Emperor Gothicus and put into the custody of an aristocrat
named Asterius.

As the story goes, Asterius made the mistake of letting the preacher talk. Father Valentinus went on and on about Christ leading
pagans out of the shadow of darkness and into the light of truth and salvation. Asterius made a bargain with Valentinus: If the
Christian could cure Asterius’s foster-daughter of blindness, he would convert. Valentinus put his hands over the girl’s eyes and
chanted: “Lord Jesus Christ, enlighten your handmaid, because you are God, the True Light.”

Easy as that. The child could see, according to the medieval legend. Asterius and his whole family were baptized. Unfortunately,
when Emperor Gothicus heard the news, he ordered them all to be executed. But Valentinus was the only one to be beheaded. A
pious widow, though, made off with his body and had it buried at the site of his martyrdom on the Via Flaminia, the ancient highway
stretching from Rome to present-day Rimini. Later, a chapel was built over the saint’s remains.

The third third-century Valentinus was a bishop of Terni in the province of Umbria, Italy. According to his equally dodgy legend,
Terni’s bishop got into a situation like the other Valentinus by debating a potential convert and afterward healing his son. The rest of
story is quite similar as well: He too, was beheaded on the orders of Emperor Gothicus and his body buried along the Via Flaminia.

It is likely, as the Bollandists suggested, that there weren’t actually two decapitated Valentines, but that two different versions of one
saint’s legend appeared in both Rome and Terni. Nonetheless, African, Roman, or Umbrian, none of the Valentines seems to have
been a romantic.

Indeed, medieval legends, repeated in modern media, had St. Valentine performing Christian marriage rituals or passing notes
between Christian lovers jailed by Gothicus. Still other stories romantically involved him with the blind girl whom he allegedly
healed. Yet none of these medieval tales had any basis in third-century history, as the Bollandists pointed out.

The love connection probably appeared more than a thousand years after the martyrs” death, when Geoffrey Chaucer, author of “The
Canterbury Tales” decreed the February feast of St. Valentinus to the mating of birds. He wrote in his “Parlement of Foules”: “For
this was on seynt Volantynys day. Whan euery bryd comyth there to chese his make.” It seems that, in Chaucer’s day, English birds
paired off to produce eggs in February. Soon, nature-minded European nobility began sending love notes during bird-mating season.
In the following centuries, Englishmen and women began using Feb. 14 as an excuse to pen verses to their love objects.
Industrialization made it easier with mass-produced illustrated cards adorned with smarmy poetry. Then along came Cadbury,
Hershey’s, and other chocolate manufacturers marketing sweets for one’s sweetheart on Valentine’s Day.

Today, shops everywhere in England and the U.S. decorate their windows with hearts and banners proclaiming the annual Day of
Love. Merchants stock their shelves with candy, jewelry and Cupid-related trinkets begging “Be My Valentine.” For most lovers,
this request does not require beheading.

It seems that the erstwhile saint behind the holiday of love remains as elusive as love itself. Still, as St. Augustine, the great
fifth-century theologian and philosopher argued in his treatise on “Faith in Invisible Things,” someone does not have to be standing
before our eyes for us to love them. And much like love itself, St. Valentine and his reputation as the patron saint of love are not

matters of verifiable hiStOI’y, but of faith.  https://theconversation.com/the-real-st-valentine-was-no-patron-of-love-90518 Lisa Bitel, Professor of History & Religion,
USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences
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X MEMORIAL MASS OR FUNERAL X

Y. We are scheduling Memorial Masses for those who died during the virus period. Anyone who wishes to arrange for a Me- %

% morial Mass is asked to call the office in order to set up an appointment to plan the mass. We are now also allowed to have a %

X funeral in the church. If you would like a full funeral mass, please let your funeral home know your wishes so they can con-

% tact us to schedule. If you are not comfortable with a group gathering at this time, we will continue to have a graveside only
service as an option. Keep in mind that the current regular mass guidelines concerning capacity and social distancing param-
eters will be followed at all funerals, memorials, and graveside services as well.

X
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PRAY For Our Men and Women Serving our Country
Cdr. Dan Caldwe .

" spc. el Gonzales, US Army
MIDN 4/C Tatiana V. Arias, US Navy
PFC Matthew Montanez, US Army
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RELIGIOUS FORMATION
CLASS SCHEDULE

Grade 1: 10:15-11:30 am
Grade 2: 4:15-5:15 pm
Grade 3: 5:15-6:15 pm
Grade 4: 6:15-7:15 pm
Grade 7: 6:15-7:30 pm

Grade 5: 6:15-7:15 pm
Grade 6: 5:15-6:15 pm

REMOTE

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

THE LEARNING ACADEMY
AT
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Wednesday

EDUCATING STUDENTS WITH A MILD TO MODERATE

Prayer Requests!
If you are in need of prayer, for any reason,
please contact the St. Thomas Prayer Ministry
to pray for you and with you. Please call Sue
Wegiel, (203) 838-4088, or email her,
wegiesj@hotmail.com. If you cannot reach

LEARNING DISABILITY IN AN ACADEMICALLY RICH
AND FAITH-FILLED ENVIRONMENT.

“She's so much happier, more confident. And we've seen

such a drastic improvement in her academic and social

skills. We are so grateful for our daughter’s enrollment in
the learning academy. "

Sue, please call the Rectory at (203) 866-

3141.

If you would like to be added to the bulletin ‘ B T i iy e G
list, please call or email the office. \ Mrs. Denise Vuoso, Director of
stthomwanorwalk@optonline.net ‘ ‘ Adnmissions admissions@ascs.net

Pray the Rosary in the
Church!
Monday - Friday:
6:30am
Monday: 7:00pm
Saturday: 4:45pm

“\ ) A

!
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Trustees:
Robert Lametta
Christopher Jarboe

Finance Council:
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski
Bill Austin

Hugh Gartland :
Thomas Gorzkowski
Linda O'Shaughnessy
Ulrike Schambeck
Marge Simon

Parish Council:
Ed Bocchino

Tom Donaher

Joe Dudek

Glenn Iannaccone
Ann Jacoby
Christopher Jarboe
John Stoops

Room To Grow

Preschool:

(203) 831-8200

Nancy Cook-Owens,
Director

All Saints School:
Mrs. Linda Dunn,
Principal
5203 847-3881
39 West Rocks Road
Norwalk

The Second
Chance Thrift Shop
is currently closed
and not accepting
donations at this
time.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Food Pantry:

ﬁO.’a 866-1644
OURS
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Saturdays Only

Birthright of
Norwalk:

(203) 853-4872

Catholic
Charities:

(203) 416-1307



RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday:

SACRAMENTS

10:00am to 3:00pm Friday: 10:00am to 12 Noon

PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER,

If you would like to be added to or removed from this prayer list, please email or call the office.

Please pray for the sick of our parish that may be restored to health and that all who ASSIST and CARE for them will be
given the strength to continue their Christian service. Please remember the following in your prayers:

Carm Pagliano Carol Smyth Karen Miller Debbie Reddock Theresa Buono Walter Cortese James Amrich
Pearl Futo Jim Sweet Lou Marcario Jill Bowman Anne Edwards Linda Lima Emily Calabeese
Lynn Lockwood Ken Pelzolt Robert Parmalee Carol Vallee Grace DeMilo Linda Spero Marie Silver
Terry Rooney Skip Bossone Mike Torres Constance Williams Tony Cappuccia Irene Brennan Jeanette Ralston
Gary Livia Kimberly Frataloni Peggy McDonald Lorraine Magazeno Jeannetta Torres Pam Simso Rick Azillo
Margaret Currie Michael Walsh Marianne Schambeck  Merina Deluc Voroschak Family =~ George Travers Helga Garnett
Jeannie Maxwell  Richard Barton Michele Mola-Gulemi  Betty Lou Heffernan  Jackie Hamilton Rich Seekamp Antonio Vescio
Trisha Jackson Cathy Sinica Diane Turek Richard Berg Chuck Scott Hamilton Family Kathleen Ford
Vicki Thomas Calka Msgr. Thomas Powers  Phil Tavella, Jr. Ken Schulman Chuck Corbo Joanna Marvin
Julia Cade Chris Rohleder Joan Kennedy
" ADORATION
v N MONDAY NIGHT
s N N\ AR 6PM - 8PM
= Confessions in Church
Every Saturday
4:00pm until 4:30pm ELECTRONIC GIVING

Social Distancing will be maintained.
Masks must be worn.

SIS /) AN

Online|| Giving

is available through our parish
website: www.stthomasnorwalk.org.

Your use of electronic giving saves
the parish money and helps keep our
volunteers & staff safe.




Touch a Life,
Forever.

Serra for Priestly Vocations

i L
Gay Cavanagh, Director
10 Lewis St., Norwalk

847-4220

CARPET &
DRAPERY

CLEANERS
337 Westport Avenue

Norwalk 847-8000

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Life & ,%
Matters® »

For more information go to

T 2117990-70)

‘ ACARING 2258 NOTRE DAME
2\ (f& ;.ﬁy Place Between 7/@-\* Health and Rehabilitation Center
{ % Hospital & Home  FORMERLY NOTRE DAME CONVALESCENT HOME

Q Q)
04 O

8>< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

hank Yo[|

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

DIRECTED BY Neurologist: Daryl Story,

Fratecting Semiors
Nationwide

\

FINDaPARISH.com

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. Q

Physiatrist: Claudio Petrillo
and Pulmonologist: Donald McNichol

O | Your
ad
could
be in
this
space!
T
"G-scuoov
ST Siawheny Hil v

866-8933

Retirement: Ready or
not. Ready is better.

Lori S Torrano, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

120 East Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06851
203-855-7719
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
EAST
AVENUE g%
SHELL Ly
STAR WASH CAR WASH
216 East Ave., Norwalk
838-5955

DEVINE BROS.
)

SINCE 19 18

“Let our family take care of your family”
A/C & 24/7 Heating Services * Propane, Diesel & Heating Oil Delivery
Redi-Mix Concrete, Mason & Landscape Materials
203-866-4421 www.devinebrosinc.com

ED'S GARAGE DOORS
SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION
136 WATER ST., NORWALK, CT 06854
TEL (203) 847-1284
www.edsgaragedoors.com

911016 St Thomas the Apostle Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263



Grow in your faith,

ELECK AND SALVATO |NUITCIE cc e

connect with your

MANFRED' ELECTRIC’ INCO Download Our Free App or Visit COThOHC Community
with Onrlsh!

jewels www.MY.ONEPARISH.com & oot I Gy A

Greenwich - New Canaan | B e 1013 Fitch St . East Norwalk Neorwald-Gove M} S
Offering Fine Timepieces & Jewelry 203-838-1900 48 BEACH ROAD,

EAST NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06855
www.EleckAndSalvato.com 03.836.2396 « FAX: 209-838.9756

Consider

JACKIE AUSTIN | Remembering Rex Marine Center
Your Parish in
REALTOR® Your Will. 144 Water Street, Norwalk, CT 06854

BERKSHIRE | New England
HATHAWAY Properties

HomeServices
Serving Norwalk, Westport, Fairfield, Weston & beyond
jackieaustin@bhhsne.com
Direct: 203-722-3078
Office: 203-227-5117
20 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880
Jjackieaustin.bhhsneproperties.com d

Ships Store 831-5236
Service & Storage 831-5234

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL

NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?
frivipvioweinm | 1 |J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

. 4 NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS
8 Fitch St.

(Across from Church) 854'0338 « Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1912” (L AT YL W HELIEM © Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
(&L R-RIC L L EIRERY LMl * Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Magner Funeral Home, InC. Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823 earN MONEY!
Michael J. Magner * James P. Magner, Jr. * Melissa D. Heaphy ¢ William D. Tiani or Email Resume {OW 00 GOOD! MAKE A
12 Mott Avenue, Norwalk www.magnerfuneralhome.com 203-866-5553 wnww.jspaluch.com POSITIVE IMPACT!

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

ACCURATE

#d Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
The Waters Idge

at GIOVANNI'S

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

DAILY PRIX FIXE

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Reservations:

203.325.9979
2748 Boston Post Rd.
WatersEdgeatGiovannis.com

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

www.jspaluch.com

email: sales@jspaluch.com

For Information ... Call catholicmaich’

800.524.0263

Connecticut
838-5032 isematdd If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert! =

COTALING’S - T
AUTO BODY 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! Y ;; s

. BN i 3
v’Ambulance SolutionsasLowasS 19.95 amonth %
v/Police vFire

130 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk | /Friends /Family FREE Shipping
FREE Activation ‘\
=\ NO Long Term Contracts ®
74 [ This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
. \
A\,

CALL owest Price Guaranteed!
2 NOw! 8000809!3352 GPS Tracking w/FaILI Detection
\ indy o
[ havg&'&%%ﬁéﬁﬂde"" MDMedA/ert EAsYset-up,NO Contract

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
ains

Mom remaz2= Safe Guarding America' eniors Natonidel 24/7 365 Moniitoring in the USA

Collins Funeral Home

Preplanning & Cremation Services

Complete Auto Body Services

CatholicMatch.com/myCT

o /¥
Pt

Directors:
William A. Skidd
William P. Skidd
Andrew D. Skidd
William G. Lahey

==l =] 7S
92 East Avenue, Norwalk |/~
911016 St Thomas the Apostle Church (A) www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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