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Daily Mass
Monday, November 15
7:00 AMt Souls in Purgatory
5:30 PM T Deceased Relatives & Friends of
St. Thomas Parishioners
Tuesday, November 16
7:00 AM Intentions of Mary & Joseph Remlin
5:30PMt Domenico Mattera
Wednesday, November 17
7:00 AMt Reginald Festa
5:30 PM t Edwin & Catherine Smith
Thursday, November 18
7:00 AM T Deceased Clergy & Religious
of St. Thomas Parish
5:30PM t Jose Batiller, Jr.
Friday, November 19
7:00 AMt Christine Verda
5:30PM T Doug Smith
Sunday Masses

Saturday Vigil, November 20 Celebrant
5:15PM t Fred Hill (2" Anniversary) Fr. Mirek
Sunday, November 21
7:30 AMt Deceased Members of the Fr. Mirek
Audet & Perreault Families
9:00 AM Intentions of Janet Deering Fr. Mirek
11:30 AMT For Our Parishioners, Living & Fr. Ralph
Deceased
5:00 PM t Joseph Kovacs

The Sanctuary Candle burns
November 14t through November 20
for the intentions of the
Michael Sweeney Family.

2021

2020

November 7

Collection $4,593.00 $4,045.00
On-Line $2,539.00 $2,491.00
Diocesan Assessment ($1,636.00) ($1,869.00)

Net Retained $5,496.00 $4,677.00

Votives $223.00 $ 126.00
Monthly Maintenance

Collection $1,318.00 $ 527.00
On-Line $1,306.00 $ 976.00
Total $2,624.00 $1,503.00
All Saints Day

Collection $ 386.00 $ 484.00
On-Line $ 427.00 $ 415.00
Total $ 813.00 $ 899.00

Diocesan Assessment
The assessment is used to cover the cost of Diocesan operations
and schools. The formula is based on all gross receipts. For our
2022 fiscal year, the annual Cathedraticum Assessment is
$85,072. This equates to a weekly payment of $1,636. This
represents an annual decrease of $4,633.00 from the prior year.

Fr. Ralph




ANNUAL WREATH SALE
TO BENEFIT
SCOUT TROOP 222
AFTER ALL MASSES
NOVEMBER 27" & 28
ONLY $20.00!

Our Scout Troop will be selling beautiful double-sided
balsam wreaths, decorated with a red velvet bow and
pinecones, door sized $20.

This is the only fundraiser for the troop. Proceeds are used
to offset the costs for the Scout’s events during the year.
Orders are now being taken until
December 7
Orders will be delivered by a Scout. If a no-contact
delivery is preferred, just tape an envelope to the door with
a check made out to: Troop 222. Please call (203) 847-
1794 or email to glupinek@gmail.com with your
information and Gwen will take care of your order.

Please support our Scout Troop with your purchase!

For more information about Scout Troop 222, please go to
their web page at troop222norwalk.scoutlander.com.

Congratulations to our St. Thomas the Apostle St.
Augustine Award recipient Pauline Michek.
Pauline was honored on Saturday by the Diocese
for her many years of service to our Parish.
Pauline has been a very active member of our
parish participating in many different ministries
and still is. We thank her for her many years of
giving to our community.

Congratulations, Pauline!!

The 2022 MASS BOOK is open.
Please call or email the office to
reserve your masses and candles.
We do not have any masses or
candles available for this year.

Join the Scouts! SCOUT TROOP 222
We welcome new members age 11 -17
Meetings are Thursdays, 7pm - 8:30pm, in the Parish
Center gym. We need a minimum of 5 girls in order
to have girls at the meetings. For more information
about Scout Troop 222, please go to their web page at

troop222norwalk.scoutlander.com.

2021 ANNUAL CATHOLIC
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APPEAL

ISE We have raised 177 gifts worth
$45,338 bringing our parish to
72.19% of its $62,800 goal. Any
and all gifts are greatly

appreciated. Thanks to all who
have already given or pledged!
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CURIOUS ABOUT ALL SAINTS?
Thinking about making a change? Come for a
visit and learn more! Schedule a visit to learn
~ more ahout our programs and'campus.

~Accepting applications for Pre-K to 8th Grade

' Visit allsaintsnorwalk.com to
' schedule your tour!
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CHIANCE

THRIFT STORE
OPEN FOR BUSINESS

TUESDAY & THHURSDAY

HO:00 AM - 3:00 PM

REASONABLY PRICED, GENTLY

USED ITEMS FOR YOUR
PERSONAL & HOUSEHOLDY USE.
Located at the Panish Centen
208 East Avenuc

(203) 852-9899

Fairfield College
Preparatory School

A Jesuit, Catholic School of Excellence

Fairfield Prep is a Catholic, Jesuit high school for boys located on the campus

of Fairfield University. To learn more about Fairfield Prep and the admissions
process please join us for our in-person Open House on Saturday, November
20™ (9:00 or 10:00 am). Please pre-register for the Open House by creating an
admissions account at www.fairfieldprep.org/apply. Questions? Please call the

Fairfield Prep Admissions Office at (203) 254-4210.




REFLECTION FROM FR, RALPH

There are many reasons that people do not believe what’s in the Bible. Now, to narrow things down, and for the sake of our
purposes, let’s consider the more common reasons that Catholics (actually all Christians) question the validity of what is revealed in
scripture, in both the Old and New Testaments:

The Bible is difficult to understand.
The Bible is outdated.
There are many inconsistencies.

I would like to present a very simple example of probably the most glaring reason of all. Some years ago, a certain co-worker
would debate with me about what was in the Bible. One day, we were really going at it; over which book, passage, or issue, I can’t
remember, but it was about Jesus; and I simply asked him when he last read the Gospels for himself. He answered: “I’ve never
really read them.” 1 thought to myself: “He’s been debating with me all this time, and he’s never read the Gospels?”

This situation is key to understanding the issue at its core. Setting aside the numerous reasons many fellow believers are in
conflict with what we believe, some of which are understandable; most people of Catholic/Christian influence that don’t believe in
what the Bible reveals and disagree with what the Church teaches usually don’t read the Bible. Most people, in fact, are familiar
with what is in the Bible through what they have heard; what they have read that is not scriptural; that is, commentaries or opinions
found in newspapers, magazines, and on the internet; or even a presentation of something from the bible through music, film and
popular culture; and finally, many are familiar with what is in the Bible today because of the various controversies of our time. In
short, they don’t read the Bible for themselves

Yet, there is another reason that people ascribe to the notions that the Bible is difficult to understand, outdated, and inconsistent.
Generally speaking, and often, when we hear the Word of God at Mass, we are hearing the revelation of scripture in a way that is
not in the chronological order in which the events took place. I am sure that many of you are aware of this. So, for example, this
weekend, we read the Book of the Prophet Daniel first, which is from the Old Testament, then the Letter to the Hebrews; and
finally, from the Gospel of Mattew, both of which are found in the New Testament. Historically speaking, the letter to the Hebrews
actually developed after the first reading and the Gospel. The experience of scripture in this way can be confusing. Also, the
exposure and experience of scripture at Mass is presented using specific portions of a given text, and this is not the same as reading
the entire Book of Isaiah, for example. As a footnote however, just as it was from the beginning, when we hear the word of God at
Mass, what is supposed to happen is that we hear the word of God, and then we receive the Word of God, Jesus Christ, in the
Eucharist. This is obviously essential.

With that said, however, if someone is well acquainted with the Bible, especially through personal reading that is frequent and
consistent, and if familiar with the relationship between the Old and New Testaments, what he or she can experience every weekend
at Mass is nothing short of wonder and inspiration. Further, reading the Bible is not meant to be like reading anything else. Among
many things, the Bible is God’s voice and will speaking throughout the ages, culminating in the person of Jesus Christ. So, in
essence, reading the Bible is not like reading for the sake of mere information or learning alone. Reading the Bible should be, if
assisted with grace and the gift of faith, more like a spiritual exercise that helps us to have confidence in what God has said and
done throughout the ages.

With that said however, there is something quite simple and profound available to us hidden within the mystery of Old and New
Testament revelation, and the readings for this weekend are a perfect example of this. The Book of Daniel involves the history of
the Israelite people during the Babylonian Exile, roughly from 597 b.c., as well as an apocalyptic tradition developing as late as
167-164 b.c. Now consider this quote from this weekend: “At that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince, guardian of your
people; it shall be a time unsurpassed in distress since nations began until that time. At that time your people shall escape,
everyone who is_found written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; some shall live forever,
others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace.”

How is it possible that we find such a quote, such a prophecy, that is so accurate regarding the revelation of Jesus Christ, exactly
conveying His own words as we know them from the Gospels before He entered the world to accomplish the will of the Father?
How is it possible that the ancient author of the Book of Daniel could possibly know this? Obviously, this is a clear and certain
example (and there are many more) of the prophetic voice, the spirit of God, inspiring the heart and mind of God’s chosen vessel,
revealing God’s will, defying the laws of space and time; defying the laws of physics, above and beyond the intellect and any
science of human origin.

Indeed, we can both believe and trust what God has revealed to us, what God has accomplished in and through Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, confident in what is written in the Bible, and we can be confident in what God says to us today. After all, as
Jesus says Himself in the Gospel readings for this weekend: “Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” (Mk 13:30-31)
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Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish, Norwalk
We Stand With Christ Campaign Redemption

Total Pledged: $499,110
Total Collected (As of 11/1/21): $281,287
(56.36%)

To make a payment on your pledge, please visit
GiveCentral.org/WSWC or call 203-648-9050.




PRAY For Our Men and Women Serving our Country

‘N

atthew Montanez, US Al

PFC Larry Joyce, US Marine Cor]

THE LEARNING ACADEMY
AT
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL

EDUCATING STUDENTS WITH A MILD TO MODERATE
LEARNING DISABILITY IN AN ACADEMICALLY RICH
AND FAITH-FILLED ENVIRONMENT.

T

Mrs. Denise Vuoso, Director of
Adnmissions admissions@ascs.net

For more information, please contact
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v Planning a wedding? v
* . *
v Congratulations!! »

¥ Call the office to secure your date. We are ¥
¥ having ceremonies with all current COVID ¥
guidelines in place. We also live-stream
your ceremony for those who can’t be with
you or don’t feel comfortable with
participating in person. You need to

@ contact the office at least 9 months prior o
@ to your chosen date. v
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Confessions in Church
Every Saturday
4:00pm until 4:30pm

Social Distancing will be maintained.
Masks must be worn.

Lauralton Hall Shadow Visits

8th grade girls are invited to spend a day at Lauralton in their Shadow Program.
You'll experience a "day in the life" at Lauralton including attending classes,
having lunch in the dining hall, studying in the library, and navigating the
hallways with a current student. To schedule your visit, please go to:
www.lauraltonhall.org/admissions/visit-lauralton
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Trustees:
Robert Lametta
Christopher Jarboe

Finance Council:
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski
Bill Austin

Hugh Gartland :
Thomas Gorzkowski
Linda O’Shaughnessy
Ulrike Schambeck

Parish Council:
Ed Bocchino

Tom Donaher

Joe Dudek

Glenn Iannaccone
Ann Jacoby
Christopher Jarboe
John Stoops

Room To Grow

Preschool:

(203) 831-8200

Nancy Cook-Owens,
Director

All Saints School:
Mrs. Linda Dunn,
Principal
3203 847-3881
39 West Rocks Road
Norwalk

The Second
Chance Thrift Shop

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Tuesdays & Thursdays
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Saturdays

Call to schedule
your donation
drop-off
appointment.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Food Pantry:

e

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Tuesdays & ISaturdays

Only

Birthright of
Norwalk:

(203) 853-4872

Catholic
Charities:

(203) 416-1307



SACRAMENTS
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday: 10:00am to 3:00pm Friday: 10:00am to 12 Noon

DID YOU KNOW....you must complete your Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism,
Eucharist, & Confirmation) in order to be a sponsor for Baptism & Confirmation? Do
you, or someone you know, want to join the Catholic church? Then the RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults) program is for you! Just call the Faith Formation Office
at (203) 866-1189 for more information.

PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER,

[f you would like to be added to or removed from this prayer list, please email or call the office.

Please pray for the sick of our parish that may be restored to health and that all who ASSIST and CARE for them will be
given the strength to continue their Christian service. Please remember the following in your prayers:
Carm Pagliano Jim Sweet Debbie Reddock James Amrich Theresa Buono Walter Cortese
Pearl Futo Lou Marcario Jill Bowman Emily Calabeese Anne Edwards Linda Lima
Mike Robert Parmalee Mike Torres Marie Silver Grace DeMilo Merina Deluc
Terry Rooney Constance Williams Skip Bossone Jeanette Ralston Tony Cappuccia Pam Simso
Gary Livia Peggy McDonald Kimberly Frataloni Rick Azillo Jeannetta Torres George Travers
Julia Cade Marianne Schambeck Michael Walsh Richard Berg Diane Turek Phil Tavella
Jeannie Maxwell Michele Mola-Gulemi Richard Barton Antonio Vescio Jackie Hamilton Hamilton Family
Vicki Betty Lou Heffernan Cathy Sinica Kathleen Ford Chuck Scott Chuck Corbo
Kathleen Dominick Joe M. Joan Kennedy Joanna Marvin Ken Schulman John Lima
Janina Stachurski Donny Cassavechia Nancy G. Vinny Massaro Alessandro Fornara Anthony Bruno
Greg N. 15! Sgt. Joe Toscano (Ret.) Debbie Poruban Denise Cassin Jack Cade

The Connecticut Hospice, Inc., Homecare

The Food Pantry is open A2 THE CONNECTICUT Volunteers Needed
Tuesdays & Saturdays ¢ HOSPICE The Connecticut Hospice, Inc. is accepting applications
for new volunteers! Our patients and families are in
10: 00 AM tO 11:30 AM. need of your care and support. If you have an interest
oW De in companionship, light housekeeping or making meals, please contact
Joan Cullen, Director of Volunteers at (203) 315-7510.

ELECTRONIC GIVING
is available through our parish website:

Questions! Call them at
(203) 866-1644

. Q. . www.stthomasnorwalk.org.
Online|( Giving

Your use of electronic giving saves the parish
money and helps keep our volunteers & staff safe.
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Gay Cavanagh Director
10 Lewis St., Norwalk
847-4220

CARPET &
DRAPERY

CLEANERS
337 Westport Avenue

Norwalk 847-8000

Touch a Life,
Forever.

Serra for Priestly Vocations

Introducing Our NEW Intensive Stroke Rehabilitation Program

ACARING [BFE NOTREDAME  DIRECTED BY Neurologist: Daryl Story,
| 4& T, Place Between BZSAN et o renabiiation conter Physiatrist: Claudio Petrillo
{ % Hospital & HOME  FORMERLY NOTRE DAME CONVALESCENT HOME and Pulmonologist: Donald McNichol
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8>< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers
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Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin. : Glesr?slzlrgw%]lyn Du'ector
- < X S wherry Hill
I am patronizing your business because of it! I 866-8933
: — . O | Your
Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE! ad
Sign up here: could
. . be in
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe this
Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. Q space!
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24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! ¢ &= (-2
v'/Ambulance  Solutions asLowas $ 19 95 amonth B -
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Tbe Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

AVENUE %
SHELL %

| CALL el

oW
This Button SAVES Lives!
asshounces, ||
800 809 3352 Lowest Price Guaranteed!
NOWI GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

o ‘fb mind? Nationwide, No Land Line Needed STAR WASH CAR WASH
"|havel’.-al;g1mdepend MDMedA/ert EASY Setup,NO Contract 216 East Ave., Norwalk
Momfem Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwidel  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA 838-5955

ELIERN)(DEVINE BROS.

SINCE 19 18

i [ i

'S GARAGE D O ORS
SALES SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION
136 WATER ST., NORWALK, CT 06854
TEL (203) 847-1284
www.edsgaragedoors.com

“Let our family take care of your family”
A/C & 24/7 Heating Services * Propane, Diesel & Heating Oil Delivery
Redi-Mix Concrete, Mason & Landscape Materials
203-866-4421 www.devinebrosinc.com

911016 St Thomas the Apostle Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263



Grow in your faith,

ELECK AND SALVATO |NUITCIE cc e

connect with your

MANFRED' ELECTRIC’ INCO Download Our Free App or Visit Catholic Community
|T OnePGrlshl A

jewels M w e e — ] — — — www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
G ich - New C 3
S| Four_ Fitch St . East Norwalk Neorwall-Ge Horrinas, Fono.
Offering Fine Timepieces & Jewelry 203-838-1 900 48 BEACH ROAD,

EAST NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06855

www.EleckAndSalvato.com 203-838-2326 » FAX: 203-838-9756

Rex Marine Center

144 Water Street, Norwalk, CT 06854
Ships Store 831-5236
Service & Storage 831-5234

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

Vincent & Cosmo Scicchitano ,k NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

8 Fitch St. 854-0338

(Across from Church) - « Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1912” (L AT YL W HELIEM © Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
(&L R-RIC L L EIRERY LMl * Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Magner Funeral Home, IHC. Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823 earN MONEY!
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM  pg GOOD! maxE A
wnwnw.jspaluch.com POSITIVE IMPACT!

JACKIE AUSTIN |

REALTOR®

BERKSHIRE | New England
HATHAWAY Properties

HomeServices
Serving Norwalk, Westport, Fairfield, Weston & beyond
jackieaustin@bhhsne.com
Direct: 203-722-3078
Office: 203-227-5117
20 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880
Jjackieaustin.bhhsneproperties.com

ACCURATE
AUTO REPAIR

o

Michael J. Magner * James P. Magner, Jr. * Melissa D. Heaphy ¢ William D. Tiani
12 Mott Avenue, Norwalk www.magnerfuneralhome.com 203-866-5553

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR CONMMUNITY

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
¢ eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.GatholicCruisesandTours.com

838-5032 838-0088
COTALING’S
AUTO BODY

Complete Auto Body Services
130 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

T 2117990-70)

CatholicMatch.com/myCT

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin. k

Free professional ad design & my help!

www.jspaluch.com

email: sales@jspaluch.com

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

N -
Directors:

Qﬂ: Collins Funeral Home | wimas

= ITIIIIIT
'-ll 1"— - I=1 |i|m

92 East Avenue, Norwalk |/~
911016 St Thomas the Apostle Church (A) www.jspaluch.com

. . . William P. Skidd
Preplanning & Cremation Services Andrew D. Skidd

500-0 74 NVWW.CC NSTN.COM William G. Lahey

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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