
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski, Pastor                     203 East Avenue             
 (203) 866-3141                                                Norwalk, CT 06855 

       March 28, 2021                 Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

 



PARISH STEWARDSHIP MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Family Mass Every Sunday at 9:00 am.  

Adoration Every Monday 6:00PM - 8:00PM 

R.I.S.E. Youth Ministry: 
sthomasyg@gmail.com  

 

Website: 
www.stthomasnorwalk.org 

Like us on Facebook:  
St. Thomas Norwalk 

Follow us on Twitter: 
  @StThomasNorwalk 

Religious Ed  Office: 
(203) 866-1189 

Michelle O’Mara, DRE 
stthomasnorwalkreled@gmail.com 

 

Kathryn Grieco, Secretary 
General Office Email 

stthomasreledoffice@gmail.com 
 

Facilities: 
Tito (Jose) Rivera 

   Rectory Staff:  
Catherine Mulvehill 
Business Manager 

   

Cathy Lauder 
Parish Secretary 

 

Finance Chair: 
Ulrike Schambeck 

(203) 434-6488 
 

Rectory: 
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski 

Pastor  
 

Rev. Ralph Segura 
Parochial Vicar 

Office Hours:   
Appointments 10-3 Monday through 
Thursday & Friday 10-12 
Closed Saturday & Sunday 

stthomasnorwalk@optonline.net                (203) 866-3141               (203) 866-1219 Fax 

The Sanctuary Candle burns   
March 28th through April 3rd 

for Joseph & Jennie Festa. 

We welcome the newly Baptized into the      
Parish Family of St. Thomas the Apostle.  

 

Angelina Rose Gutierrez 
 

Congratulations to her parents, family & friends! 

Daily Mass 
Monday, March 29 
   7:00 AM Ruben Labraga 
   5:30 PM   Intentions of the Riccio Family 
 

Tuesday, March 30 

   7:00 AM  Rose & Reginald Festa
   5:30 PM   Eric Goldner 
 

Wednesday, March 31 
  7:00 AM   Joan Gardella 
  5:30 PM     NO MASS 
 

Holy Thursday, April 1 
  7:00 AM   NO MASS 
  5:30 PM  NO MASS 
  7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper Followed By 
  Adoration Until 11:00 PM 
 

Good Friday, April 2 
  7:00 AM NO MASS 
  3:00 PM Passion of the Lord 
  5:30 PM    NO MASS 
  7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
   

Easter Sunday Masses      
Saturday Vigil, April 3 
  5:15 PM           NO MASS 
  8:00 PM Vigil of Easter 
Sunday, April 4 
  7:30 AM For Our Parishioners, Living & 
  Deceased   
  9:00 AM    Joseph & Jennie Festa 
11:30 AM   Giovanna Siragusa 
  1:30 PM        Mark J. Fallo (1st Anniversary) 

Due to early transmission to the printer for Palm 
Sunday, we do not have the collection figures in 
time for publication of the bulletin. We will report 
the collection in next week’s issue.  

Holy Week & Easter Office Hours 
The offices are closed Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Holy Saturday, Easter Sunday, and Easter Monday.  We 
will return to the office Tuesday, April 5th, at 9:00am.   
A happy & blessed Easter Season to all! 



The 2021 MASS BOOK 
is open.  All restrictions are 
now lifted.  Please call or 
email the office to reserve 

your masses and candles for 
2021.  

2021 ANNUAL CATHOLIC  
APPEAL 

We have raised 49 gifts worth 
$9,420 bringing our parish to 

15.00% of its $62,800 goal.  Any 
and all gifts are greatly appreciated. 

Thanks to all who have  
already given or pledged! 

The Mystery of the Shroud of Turin  
Wednesday of Holy Week, March 31  

6PM 
 

One of many ways to better prepare to celebrate Holy 
Week and Easter, is to learn more about Christ Jesus and 
to pray more. Therefore, you are cordially invited to join 
us for a workshop on the Mystery of the Shroud of Turin – 
the Silent Witness of the Resurrection.  We will talk,    
discuss, reflect, and pray about all the mysteries  
surrounding the Shroud of Turin. All that, as we share a 
Lenten bowl of Lentil Soup with garlic bread. Please 
come and pray with us!  In order to comply with  social 
distancing and COVID-19 safety guidelines, we will meet 
in the Gym of the Parish Center.  Please park behind the 
old St. Thomas School and access through the glass door. 
Please call the office to let us know you will be there so 
that we will have the proper amount of food.  Hope to see 
you there! 

See the below list of          
non-acceptable items.  



   This weekend, as it is every year, we prepare for the observance of Holy Week.  Holy Week, which begins with 
Palm Sunday, consists of the Holy Thursday Mass in the evening, instituting the Eucharist, the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass and the priesthood of the Catholic Church; continuing with the Friday memorial observance of the Passion of the 
Lord also known as Good Friday; followed by the Holy Saturday Vigil Mass in the evening and the Masses of Easter 
Sunday. 
   Throughout the year, whether reading the bible personally or listening to the Word of God at Mass, we are provided 
with references to specific moments and events of Salvation History.  Yet, the observances we make beginning with 
Thursday evening thru Easter Sunday provide us with the opportunity to experience the essential and most significant 
moment in all of redemption, the Paschal Mystery; that is, the passion death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we 
do this through participation in what is known as the Sacred Paschal Triduum. 
   Now, in the sense of making the “journey of faith,” we  make a pilgrimage throughout the course of our days in this 
life as disciples of Jesus Christ according to the truths of divine revelation and the teachings of the Catholic Church 
among the people of God; while at the same time, we can make this journey as we consider the Great plan of Salvation 
referring to specific and essential events that took place throughout Salvation History, such as the crossing of the Red 
Sea.  For us, as Catholics, the crossing of the Red Sea as a sign of liberation and freedom, and it is the prefiguration of 
baptism; and even now, as the baptized of the Church, we continue our pilgrimage to the promise land of heaven. 
   But the observance we make this year during Holy Week, beginning with Holy Thursday thru Easter Sunday, being 
over and above all Solemnities, Feasts and memorials celebrated at any and all Masses of the Church, is the very apex 
of all that we consider throughout the Liturgical Year.  So, this Sunday, Palm Sunday, we begin with greeting Jesus as 
He enters Jerusalem and makes his way to the Temple to both reestablish religious worship for the salvation of the  
entire human family and fulfill what was promised and prefigured in the Old Testament—ultimately, all that was      
intended from the beginning according to the will of the Father.    
   As you recall, the Gospels tells us that there were large crowds gathered to greet Jesus as He made His way into   
Jerusalem.  Some people actually knew Him personally; some people personally enjoyed the effects of His miracles; 
some people actually witnessed His miracles; some people were deeply moved by His words of wisdom and            
consolation, His ability to speak to what people experienced every day, especially in regard to the difficulties of life 
that made the mystery of the Israelite faith seemingly inapplicable.  Jesus also spoke to the hypocrisy, condescending 
and dismissive attitude of their spiritual leaders, He exhibited a fidelity to truth and virtue, a profound understanding of 
the history and faith of His people, and a philosophical and spiritual insight that they never had seen before, all of 
which, in no way was disconnected from His personal authenticity. 
   But we must keep in mind that some people merely heard of Jesus and that He was coming to Jerusalem, and they 
were there out of curiosity, and, just as there were large crowds that greeted Jesus, there were large crowds present as 
He made His way to Calvary.  Some people were in tears; some people, after all that Jesus said and did, were amazed 
at what was taking place; some people felt betrayed by their religious leaders; some people thought that He was        
receiving the proper treatment of a false prophet; and some people thought that He deserved what He underwent       
because He had failed to be or did not turn out to be the messiah that they hoped for, and some were influenced into 
fear either by the religious leaders or the Romans; and finally, frankly speaking, some were glad to see him go so that 
they could fulfill God’s will for the children of Israel according to their own will and design.   
   Over the centuries since, many of the spiritual masters (both men and women) and theologians speculate that most of 
the people who greeted Jesus were the same people that lined the streets as He made His way to Calvary, and many of 
them may have been those who, though just a few days earlier eager to greet Jesus, no longer favored the mission and 
work that He came to accomplish.    
  For us however, we must strive to be like those who followed Jesus before He got to Jerusalem, listened carefully to 
His preaching in the Temple, accompanied Him on the road to Calvary, and continued to take the path Jesus set before 
them, leading them into the world to witness the Gospel He gave them. For us today, it’s the same journey, the same 
path and the same Gospel that Jesus gave them, and this Holy Week can prove to be both a stark and rich inspiration to 
continue on the journey that we strove to make during the preceding weeks of Lent this year. 
   As we begin with this weekend to enter the mystery of our redemption, let us keep in mind what Pope St. Leo the 
Great pointed out to us: “The faithful should therefore enter into themselves and make a true judgment on their        
attitudes of mind and heart.  If they find some store of love’s fruit in their hearts, they must not doubt God’s presence 
within them.  If they would increase their capacity to receive so great a guest, they should practice greater generosity 
in doing good, with persevering charity.”  Liturgy of the Hours, Vol. 2, Fourth Week of Lent, From a Sermon by       
St. Leo the Great, Pope, Catholic Book Publishing Co., NY, 1976, p. 295-296. 

REFLECTION FROM FR. RALPH 



 
Trustees: 
Robert Lametta 
Christopher Jarboe 
 
 
 Finance Council: 
Rev. Miroslaw Stachurski 
Bill Austin 
Hugh Gartland 
Thomas Gorzkowski 
Linda O’Shaughnessy 
Ulrike Schambeck 
Marge Simon 
 
 
 Parish Council: 
Ed Bocchino 
Tom Donaher 
Joe Dudek 
Glenn Iannaccone 
Ann Jacoby 
Christopher Jarboe 
John Stoops 
 
 
Room To Grow      
Preschool: 
(203) 831-8200 
Nancy Cook-Owens,           
         Director 
 
 
All Saints School: 
Mrs. Linda Dunn,  
    Principal 
(203) 847-3881 
139 West Rocks Road  
Norwalk 
 
 
The Second     
Chance Thrift Shop 
is currently closed 
and not accepting 
donations at this 
time.  
 
 
St. Vincent   
de Paul  
Food Pantry: 
(203) 866-1644 
HOURS 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Saturdays Only   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Birthright of  
Norwalk:  
 

(203) 853-4872 
 
 
 Catholic  
Charities: 
 

(203) 416-1307 

PRAY For Our Men and Women Serving our Country 

Cdr. Dan Caldwell, US Navy  
Theresa Cole, US Marine Corps 

Mike Lupinacci, US Marine Corps   
LCDR James Lyons, US Navy 

 CW5 Sgt. Douglas Ortiz, Jr., US Army  
Sfc. Ramil Penserga, US Army   

LCDR Scott C. Pennoyer, US Navy  
Pfc. Connor Reinsch, US Marine Corps 

Maj. Brian Remson, US Army   
Tech Sgt. Daniel Scofield, US Air Force  

PO2 Edward Skeen, US Navy  
Sgt. Jesse Skeen, US Army  

Ens. Jessica Remson, US Navy  
Spc. Daniel Gonzales, US Army 

MIDN 4/C Tatiana V. Arias, US Navy  
PFC Matthew Montanez, US Army  

REMOTE  
RELIGIOUS FORMATION 

CLASS SCHEDULE  
Sunday 

   Grade 1: 10:15-11:30 am 
Monday     

 Grade 2: 4:15-5:15 pm 
 Grade 3: 5:15-6:15 pm  
 Grade 4: 6:15-7:15 pm  

Tuesday 
          Grade 7:  6:15-7:30 pm 

Wednesday 
           Grade 5: 6:15-7:15 pm     
           Grade 6: 5:15-6:15 pm   



Baptisms or Weddings 
Please call the Rectory during regular weekday business hours for 
more information or to make arrangements.  To reserve the church 
for your desired wedding date, please contact the parish  office at 
least 9 months to 1 year in advance. 

Anointing of the Sick 
 Please call the Rectory anytime.      

Reconciliation 
Saturdays: 4:00 - 4:30 PM                Weekdays:    By appointment 

SACRAMENTS 
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  Monday - Thursday:   10:00am to 3:00pm  Friday:  10:00am to 12 Noon  

Prayer Requests!  
Please contact the St. Thomas Prayer 

Ministry.  Call Sue Wegiel at      
(203) 838-4088 with your prayer  

request or email her at 
 wegiesj@hotmail.com.  If you      

cannot reach Sue, please call the  
office at (203) 866-3141.   

DID YOU KNOW….you must complete your Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism,      
Eucharist & Confirmation) in order to be a sponsor for Baptism & Confirmation?  Do 
you, or someone you know, want to join the Catholic church? Then the RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults) program is for you!  Just call the Faith Formation Office 
at (203) 866-1189 for more information. 

PARISHIONERS  AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER 
If you would like to be added to or removed from this prayer list, please email or call the office. 

Carm Pagliano Carol Smyth Karen Miller Debbie Reddock  Theresa Buono Walter Cortese James Amrich 

Pearl Futo Jim Sweet Lou Marcario Jill Bowman Anne Edwards Linda Lima Emily Calabeese 

Lynn Lockwood Ken Pelzolt Robert Parmalee Carol Vallee Grace DeMilo Linda Spero Marie Silver 

Terry Rooney Skip Bossone Mike Torres Constance Williams Tony Cappuccia Irene Brennan Jeanette Ralston 

Gary Livia Kimberly Frataloni Peggy McDonald Trisha Jackson Jeannetta Torres Pam Simso Rick Azillo 

Julia Cade Michael Walsh Marianne Schambeck  Merina Deluc Voroschak Family George Travers Helga Garnett 

Jeannie Maxwell Richard Barton Michele Mola-Gulemi Betty Lou Heffernan Jackie Hamilton Rich Seekamp Antonio Vescio 

Vicki Cathy Sinica Diane Turek Richard Berg Chuck Scott Hamilton Family Kathleen Ford 

John Lima  Joan Kennedy  Chris Rohleder  Phil Tavella, Jr. Ken Schulman Chuck Corbo Joanna Marvin  

Please pray for the sick of our parish that may be restored to health and that all who ASSIST and CARE for them will be 
given the strength to continue their Christian service.  Please remember the following in your prayers:   

BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD  -    HOLY SATURDAY  -    APRIL 3rd   -    IN THE CHURCH  -   11:30AM - 12:30PM  
WHAT IS THE BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD? 

 The blessing of the Easter foods is a tradition dear to the hearts of every Polish family. Being deeply religious, they are 
grateful to God for all His gifts of both nature and grace. As a token of this gratitude, they have the food of their table sanctified 
with the hope that spring, the season of the Resurrection, will also be blessed by God's goodness and mercy. 
 Baskets containing a sampling of Easter foods are brought to church to be blessed on Holy Saturday. The basket is tradi-
tionally lined with a white linen or lace napkin and decorated with sprigs of boxwood (bukszpan), the typical Easter evergreen.  
The blessed foods and their symbolic meanings are: 
 Egg (pisanka) - Symbol of life and rebirth.  
 Sausage (kielbasa) or ham - All types of pork were forbidden under the dietary code of the Old Testament (Leviticus 11.7). 

The coming of Christ was seen as exceeding the old law and the dietary items now became acceptable (Mark 7.19).  
 Paschal lamb - It can be made of butter, cake or even plaster. It is the centerpiece of the meal. Christ is seen as the "Lamb of 

God."  
 Horseradish/pepper - Symbolize the bitter herbs of the Passover and the Exodus.  
 Salt - Joins bread in Polish tradition as a sign of hospitality.  
 Bread - Christ has been called "the Bread of Life."  
 Vinegar - Symbolizes the gall given to Christ at the crucifixion.  
 Wine - Symbolizes the blood of sacrifice spilled by Christ at the crucifixion.  



Serra for Priestly Vocations

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
911016 St Thomas the Apostle Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                        For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Gay Cavanagh, Director
1100  LLeewwiiss  SStt..,,  NNoorrwwaallkk

847-4220

CARPET &
DRAPERY 

CLEANERS
337 Westport Avenue
Norwalk 847-8000

DIRECTED BY Neurologist: Daryl Story, 
Physiatrist: Claudio Petrillo 

and Pulmonologist: Donald McNichol

76 West Rocks Rd, Norwalk, CT • 203.847.5893 • ndhrehab.org

Introducing Our NEW Intensive Stroke Rehabilitation Program

FORMERLY NOTRE DAME CONVALESCENT HOME

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

“Let our family take care of your family”
A/C & 24/7 Heating Services • Propane, Diesel & Heating Oil Delivery

Redi-Mix Concrete, Mason & Landscape Materials

203-866-4421     www.devinebrosinc.com

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

GGeerrrrii  FFlleewweellllyynn  ••  DDiirreeccttoorr
113311  SSttrraawwbbeerrrryy  HHiillll  AAvvee..

886666--88993333

Lori S Torrano, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
120 East Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06851
203-855-7719
www.edwardjones.com

Retirement: Ready or
not. Ready is better.

EAST
AVENUE
SHELL

STAR WASH CAR WASH
216 East Ave., Norwalk

838-5955

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
136 WATER ST., NORWALK, CT 06854

TEL (203) 847-1284
www.edsgaragedoors.com



Offering Fine Timepieces & Jewelry

Serving Norwalk, Westport, Fairfield, Weston & beyond
jackieaustin@bhhsne.com

Direct: 203-722-3078
Office: 203-227-5117

20 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880
jackieaustin.bhhsneproperties.com

JACKIE AUSTIN
REALTOR ®

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1912” Pre-Need Counseling Available

Cremation & Traditional Services

Magner Funeral Home, Inc.
Michael J. Magner • James P. Magner, Jr. • Melissa D. Heaphy • William D. Tiani

12 Mott Avenue, Norwalk              www.magnerfuneralhome.com 203-866-5553

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

838-5032 838-0088
COTALING’S
AUTO BODY

Complete Auto Body Services

130 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk

911016 St Thomas the Apostle Church (A)

ELECK AND SALVATO
ELECTRIC, INC.

Four Fitch St    East Norwalk

203-838-1900

www.EleckAndSalvato.com

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

www.jspaluch.com                                                        For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

ACCURATE
AUTO REPAIR
Vincent & Cosmo Scicchitano

8 Fitch St.
(Across from Church)       854-0338

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

NNoorrwwaallkk  CCoovvee  MMaarriinnaa,,  IInncc..
48 BEACH ROAD,

EAST NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06855
203-838-2326 • FAX: 203-838-9756

Rex Marine Center
144 Water Street, Norwalk, CT 06854

Ships Store 831-5236
Service & Storage 831-5234

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

The Waters Edge
at GIOVANNI’S

Reservations:

203.325.9979
2748 Boston Post Rd.

WatersEdgeatGiovannis.com

DAILY PRIX FIXE
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