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The STS High School Placement Test (HSPT) is a measure of basic skills 
and educational achievement. It was given so that you, your child, and 
teachers could learn more about your child’s preparation for academics at 
Archbishop Ryan. Your score report provides info about the test and how 
your child performed. This guide will help you understand your HSPT E-
Score Performance Profile. Match the number below to the bubble on the 
reverse side. 

1. Student Information 
The student’s personal information along with any special codes (such as 
elementary code or high school choice codes) appear here, as entered 
online by the administrator or the student. 

2. Major Test Areas and Performance Scores 
The subtests are identified here and are separated by major test areas. 
The student receives scores based on each subtest separately along with 
a total score for that part. 
The first major test area is Cognitive Skills which is comprised of the Verbal 
Skills and Quantitative Skills subtests. The second major test area is Basic 
Skills which is comprised of the Reading, Language, and Mathematics 
subtests. Again, the student receives scores based on each subtest 
separately along with a total score for that part. 
Schools have the option of administering one of three additional subtests 
(Science, Catholic Religion, or Mechanical Aptitude) reported in the section 
called Option. If no optional test was administered, this section will be 
blank. 
The student’s Composite score is also reported here. The composite score 
indicates the student’s total performance on the five subtests (not including 
the optional test) that make up the entire HSPT® battery. 

3. Performance Ratings 
The graph is a visual representation of the student’s performance. The 
national percentile ranks earned by the student are shown in comparison to 
the national sample. The shaded portion of the graph represents the 
Average, or the middle one-third, of the national sample. The High and Low 
ratings represent the highest 10% and the lowest 10%, respectively. The 
Above Average represents the upper one-third (excluding the highest 10%) 
while the Below Average represents the lower one-third (excluding the 
lowest 10%). The student’s national percentile ranks are shown at the 
bottom for reference. 

4. Specific Skills 
The bottom portion of the report presents a listing and graphic display of the 
specific skills assessed by the five subtests of the HSPT®. The student’s 
performance is indicated by the number of items answered correctly for each 
skill (# Right column) and the total number of items related to the skill is 
given as a frame of reference (# of Items column). As a further aid to 
interpretation, the student’s performance is indicated by a colored bar in one 
of the five columns which have the same meaning as the performance 
ratings of the national percentile graph above.  

 

HOW TO READ YOUR  

HSPT SCORE REPORT 

Verbal Skills: (VB) This test measures 

how well you perform reasoning tasks 

involving the use of words. Your 

ability in this area is related to your 

performance in areas primarily 

related to language and reading. 

Quantitative Skills: (QT) This test 

measures your ability to do reasoning 

problems involving numbers. The 

ability is related to performance 

primarily in science and math. 

Total Cognitive Skills: (TCS) This score 

is a total of VB and QT. 

Reading: (RD) This tese measures 

your ability to remember important 

ideas and details, recognize central 

thought, make logical inferences, and 

understand vocabulary in context.  

This score is usually related to your 

overall success in school. 

Mathematics: (MT) This test not only 

measures your ability to perform 

arithmetic operations and apply 

concepts to solve problems but also 

your knowledge of important 

concepts and your ability to reason. 

Your score here tells how well you are 

prepared for high school 

mathematics. 

Language: (LN) This test measures 

your knowedge of capitalization, 

punctuation, grammar, spelling, 

usage, and composition. 

Total Basic Skills: (TBS) This socre is 

the total of RD, MT, and LN 

Battery Composite: (CMP) This socre 

is the total of VB, QT, RD, LN, and MT. 

Scholarships are awarded based on 

this score. 

WHAT THE TEST MEASURES 
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