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Origin of Islam: According to Secular History

The origin of Islam can be traced back to 7th century Saudi Arabia. Islam is thus the
youngest of the great world religions. The prophet Muhammad (circa 570-632 A.D.)
introduced Islam in 610 A.D. after experiencing what he claimed to be an angelic visitation.
Muhammad dictated the Qur'an, the holy book of Islam, which Muslims believe to be the
preexistent, perfect words of Allah.

Origin of Islam: According to Islam

The origin of Islam is generally accredited to the prophet Muhammad but to the devout
Muslim, Islam began long before Muhammad ever walked the earth. The Qur'an was
dictated by Muhammad but, according to the Qur'an, it did not originate with Muhammad.
The Qur'an testifies of itself that it was given by God through the angel Gabriel to the
prophet Muhammad. "This is a revelation from the Lord of the universe. The Honest Spirit
(Gabriel) came down with it, to reveal it into your heart that you may be one of the warners,
in a perfect Arabic tongue" (Sura 26:192-195). "Say, 'Anyone who opposes Gabriel should
know that he has brought down this (the Qur'an) into your heart, in accordance with God's
will, confirming previous scriptures, and providing guidance and good news for the
believers™ (Sura 2:97).

The Origin of Islam: The "Previous Scriptures"

The origin of Islam is controversial. The "previous scriptures" mentioned above are the
Hebrew Torah, the Psalms of David, and the Gospels of Jesus Christ (Sura 4:163; 5:44-48).
The Qur'an accepts these books as divinely inspired and even encourages us to test its
claims by these "previous scriptures.” "If you have any doubt regarding what is revealed to
you from your Lord, then ask those who read the previous scripture" (Sura 10:94). But this is
where we run into a problem. The problem is that the Qur'an thoroughly contradicts the
Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospels. For example, the Qur'an explicitly denies Jesus
Christ's crucifixion (Sura 4:157-158) while all four Gospel accounts clearly portray Jesus
Christ as crucified and resurrected.

One contradiction in particular has caused a great deal of conflict between Muslims and
ethnic Jews and is thought to have been and continues to be the cause of much bloodshed
in the Middle East. According to the Hebrew Torah, God made a covenant with a man
named Abraham.
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God promised Abraham a child through whom He would fulfill this covenant ("the child of
promise,” Genesis 15). Abraham was at that time childless. His wife, Sarah, was barren.
This of course made the promise very special to Abraham. But it would require nothing less
than a miracle.

Sarah, conscious of her condition, decided to help God out. She offered her maidservant
Hagar to Abraham with the hope that Hagar might conceive and bear the child of promise.
Abraham agreed to take Hagar as his concubine. She conceived and bore Ishmael (Genesis
16).

God allowed Ishmael to be born but Ishmael was not the child of promise God had in mind
(Genesis 17). God promised a child through Sarah, not Hagar (Genesis 17-18), and in due
time God fulfilled His promise.

"And the Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had
spoken. For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of
which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son who was born
to him-whom Sarah bore to him Isaac.” (Genesis 21:1-3)

Isaac was the child of promise. Isaac later begot Jacob, the father of the twelve tribes of
Israel. The Messiah, Jesus Christ, eventually came into the world through the nation of
Israel, fulfilling the covenant which God had made with Abraham. God also promised to
give the land of Canaan (Palestine) to Isaac's descendants, the land which Israel possesses
today (Genesis 12:4-7; 13:12-18; 15:1-21; 17:1-22; 21:1-14; 25:19-26; 26:1-6; 35:9-12).

The problem is that the Qur'an teaches that Ishmael was the child of promise (Sura 19:54;
compare Sura 37:83-109 with Genesis 22:1-19) and so Muslims believe that God's
covenant promises were meant for Ishmael's descendants, not Isaac's.

Muhammad descended from Ishmael and so Muslims seek to lay claim to these covenant
promises, namely the land of Palestine. Since Israel's U.N.-sanctioned return to Palestine
in 1948 there has been unceasing hostility between Israel and her Arab neighbors, with
major armed conflicts in 1948-49, 1956, 1967, 1973-74, and 1982. That Israel remains
today is a miracle in-and-of itself.

Origin of Islam: The God of the Bible?

Whenever the origin of Islam is discussed, one question in particular tends to arise: are the
God of the Qur'an and the God of the Bible one and the same? The answer is no. Thisis a
common misconception. The misconception stems from the fact that many biblical
characters seem to appear in the Qur'an, Abraham being a significant example.
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But the truth is, while the Qur'an uses the names of biblical characters to describe Quranic
figures, they certainly are not the same historical figures found in the bible, and the God of
the Bible is by no means the God of the Qur'an.

The God of the Bible is a God who expresses Himself in three Persons (God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit; not three Gods working in unison; one God expressed in
three Persons).

The Qur'an, on the other hand, explicitly denies the trinity (Sura 4:171). Other examples
include the Qur'an's denial of Christ's unique Sonship (the Qur'an condemns the title of
"Son of God"; Sura 4:171; 9:30). It further denies Christ's deity (Sura 5:17, 75) and His pre-
incarnate preexistence (Sura 3:59-60).

The Bible on the other hand calls Jesus the "Son of God" on many occasions (see Matthew
4:3, 6; 8:29; 14:33; 26:63; 27:40, 43, 54; Mark 1:1; 3:11; 15:39; Luke 1:35; 4:3, 9, 41; 8:28;
22:70; John 1:34, 49; 3:18; 5:25; 9:35; 10:36; 11:4, 27; 19:7; 20:31). The Bible affirms His
pre-incarnate preexistence (Isaiah 9:6; Micah 5:2), and hails Him as God incarnate (John
1:1-3, 14; 8:58, 14:8-9; 20:26-29; Philippians 2:5-8; Colossians 1:15-17; 2:8-10; Revelation
1:8,13-18, 21:4-7; 22:6-7,12-16, 20).

Origin of Islam: The Qur'an vs. the Bible

As we have seen, the history of Islam can be traced back to the prophet Muhammad, a man
who professed to proclaim a revelation from God; a revelation which was supposed to
confirm and supersede the "previous scriptures" (Sura 4:163; 5:44-48; 10:94).

And as we have seen, the Qur'an thoroughly contradicts those previous scriptures. How do
Muslims reconcile these contradictions? They don't. And rather than throw out the Qur'an,
they prefer to throw out the previous scriptures instead. The claim is that somehow the
Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospels were lost or corrupted beyond recognition and that the
books which we have today which bare the names "Torah," "Psalms," and "Gospels" are
clever forgeries.

Essentially the Qur'an takes its authority from the Bible, but it contradicts the Bible, and
therefore turns around and undermines the authority of the Bible.

It's an interesting paradox. Those who pledge allegiance to the Qur'an do so believing that it
must correspond with the Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospels because that is what it says
of itself. Then they turn around and deny the Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospels because
the Qur'an contradicts them.
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Origin of Islam: The Discrepancies

Other significant discrepancies include the Qur'an mistaking Jesus' mother Mary for Moses'
sister Miriam, claiming that Mary was Moses and Aaron's sister, a child of Amram (Sura
3:35-48; 19:27-28), despite the 1500 plus years which separate the two. They claim that a
Samaritan sculpted the golden calf at the foot of Sinai (Sura 20:85-88) despite the fact that
Samaritans didn't come into existence until several hundred years after the Exodus (at
which time the calf was made,( Exodus 32:1-4).

Now let’s see who devout Muslims are looking for.
The 12th Imam: What Is An Imam?

What is the 12th Imam? According to Islamic belief, an Imam is an anointed leader or ruler.
Especially among the Shia beliefs an Imam is thought (though not required), to be a prayer
leader or cleric when the word is capitalized. Sunnis too believe an Imam may be a
prophet; Shiites believe not all prophets can be an Imam, but an Imam can also be a
prophet. An Imam is said to be anointed by Allah and a perfect example of leading mankind
in every way.

The Shiite interpretation is that only Allah can appoint an Imam and no man has the power
to do so. The 12th Imam is said to be a descendent of the Prophet Muhammad, having
divine status as did each of this succession of sons. The 12th Imam is also called the
Hidden Imam and the Mahdi (guided one).

The 12th Imam: Who Is The 12th Imam?

Within the Shiite, (which is predominate in Iran), it is prophesied that there is a coming 12th
Imam who is the great spiritual savior. This Imam is named Abu al-Qasim Muhammad or
also called Muhammad al Mahdi. He is said to have been born the son of the 11th Imam,
Hasan Al-Askari and his wife, the granddaughter of an Emperor. There are conflicting
statements of her name being either Fatima or Nargis Khatoon.

Most accounts of the story say that al Mahdi went into hiding as a child around the age of 5
years (about 13th Century). It said he has been ‘in hiding’ in caves ever since but will
supernaturally return just before the Day of Judgment. According to the Hadith the criteria
for the Hidden Imam are:

e He will be a descendant of Muhammad and the son of Fatima

e Will have a broad forehead and pointed nose

e Will return just before the end of the world

e His appearance will be preceded by a number of prophetic events during 3 years of
horrendous world chaos, tyranny and oppression
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e Will escape from Madina to Mekkah, thousands will pledge allegiance to him
e Willrule over the Arabs and the world for 7 years

e Will eradicate all tyranny and oppression bringing harmony and total peace
e Will lead a prayer in Mekkah which Jesus will be at his side and follow in

Remarkably, the 12th Imam theory plays heavily into the world’s current concerns with Iran.

The former Shiite Muslim President of Iran, Ahmadinejad, was deeply committed to the
Islamic Messiah, al Mahdi. There have been many through the years claiming to be the
Hidden Imam, but Ahmadinejad believed he is yet to come. He claimed that he is to
personally prepare the world for the coming Mahdi. In order to save the world, it must be in
a state of chaos and subjugation. Ahmadinejad claimed he was “directed by Allah to pave
the way for the glorious appearance of the Mahdi”. This apocalyptic directive includes
some very scary proclamations. Ahmadinejad is no longer president and his whereabouts
are uncertain.

The 12th Imam: Why Is This Especially Important Now?

While Christians look for Jesus’ 2nd coming, the Jews await the Messiah and Muslims await
the 12th Imam. However, of the three, Allah’s designated Mahdi is the only one who
demands a violent path to conquer the world. Former President of Iran, Mr. Ahmadinejad,
and his cabinet, said they ‘signed contract’ with al Mahdi in which they pledge themselves
to his work.

What does this work involve? In light of concerns over Iran’s nuclear capabilities, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has reportedly stated Israel should be wiped off the map. He spoke to the
United Nations in September ’05. During that speech he claims to have been in an aura of
light and felt a change in the atmosphere during which time no one present could blink
their eyes. Iran’s PM is also said to have spoken in apocalyptic terms and seems to relish
conflict with the West [the United States] whom he calls the Great Satan.

This is while he proclaimed he must prepare the world for the coming Mahdi by way of a
world totally under Muslim control. He worked hard to bring about world-wide horrors that
must be in place for their al Mahdi to bring peace.

This notion and goal, along with a violent hatred of infidels, America and Israel reminds us
of Biblical prophecies of the coming anti-Christ and the pledges of millions to a deceiving
False Messiah who will claim to bring peace. Could this 12th Imam Mahdi and his servants
spark the last days of the coming true Savior? Itremains to be seen.
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One thing for sure we must remember, is that Islam is more than a religion. Itisinvolved in
every aspect of a Muslim’s life. From the time a child is born they are indoctrinated as to
what to believe. Hatred is taught, and it is a continuous cycle.

The current war in Iran is more than just a war. Itis a showdown between the forces of
darkness and the light of God.

Iran will not be destroyed until Jesus comes back, because it is part of the end time
prophecy.

God loves the people of Iran just as He loves all of his creation. We must make a decision
to be a witness to those that walk in darkness, and bring them the gospel. We must study
the word and know answers for those that have questions, including those of the Islamic
[Muslim] religion.

Romans 10:14, 15, and17 say, “14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher[one who shares the gospel]? 15and how shall
they preach [witness] except they be sent? 17 then faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the word of God.”

We can make a difference through sharing the gospel with them and all that are lost.
Remember, eternity is forever. We must give the lost the opportunity to receive Jesus just
like we were.

There is a video on YouTube that explains a lot about the Islamic Vision for their religion.
Here is the link. | encourage you to copy and paste this into your browser and watch this

video. Itis eye opening.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-3X5hIFXYU&t=27s
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