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THE LIFE OF JOSHUA – LESSON 8 
CROSSING OVER JORDAN 
 
We saw yesterday that by the laying on of hands from Moses that Joshua was ordained as 
prophet and leader of Israel (Numbers 27:22-23).  We see now also from Deuteronomy 
34:9 that it also imparted to Joshua “the spirit of wisdom” by the laying on of hands.  
 
That wisdom manifested quickly.  Moses is now gone.  Joshua begins preparations for 
crossing Jordan to conquer it as he was charged to do.  He starts out by negotiating with 
leaders of two and a half tribes whose inheritance would remain on the east side of Jordan.  
This negotiating was done with these tribes in case they would not choose to cross over to 
the west side and help in the fight to subdue the land in which they would not be living.  
They agreed to fight with him in Joshua 1:10-18.    
 
He then sent two men as a scouting party to spy on the first large city they would encounter 
which was Jericho.  The two spies returned with a good report for victory (Joshua 2).  He 
then moved their camp over next to the Jordan River.  The site of the crossing would be just 
a little north of the Dead Sea.  They camped there for three days as Joshua gave detailed 
instructions to the people and to the priests who would bear the ark of the covenant ahead 
of them. 
 
When it was time to cross over, the priests bearing the ark approached the river which had 
overflowed its banks, as in a flood.  The moment they put their feet in the water; God parted 
the waters just as He had done 40 years earlier at the Red Sea when they crossed from 
Egypt.  Everyone now crossed over on a dry riverbed. 
 
By this miracle all of Israel could see that God was just as surely with Joshua as he had 
been with Moses.  It was a “forever sign.” 
 


