
RUSSELL SANDERS 
11-3-2025 
JERUSALEM 
 
Over centuries of time, cities have risen and cities have fallen. None last.  But God’s city of 
Jerusalem has lasted over two thousand years because God, Himself, is its defender. 
 
Isaiah 31:4a-5 says, “So shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for Mount Zion, and 
for the hill thereof.  As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; 
defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.” 
 
Jerusalem has been special to God since the days of Abraham [1400 B.C.] when it was 
called Jebus and its inhabitants were the Jebusites.  It has been revered by Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims.  It is the only city on earth where we are admonished to always 
pray for its peace.  It is no small wonder that God [Jesus] chose to be born near there in 
Bethlehem in human flesh, and God chose Jerusalem as the place where Jesus would be 
crucified.  It has long been considered to be a holy city.  
 
Today, we still consider Jerusalem to be a special place on this earth.  We even look to the 
future for a “New Jerusalem” where Christ will reign eternally over it in peace. 
 
When the prophet Daniel was held captive in Babylon, he prayed three times daily with his 
window open facing Jerusalem, as instructed in scripture. 
 
God still defends Israel and Jerusalem today from enemy attacks. He has miraculously 
delivered them time and again against the greatest of all odds.  It would be a fair statement 
to say that “Jerusalem is God’s holy city.” 
 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  May God’s peace be extended over it. 


