
RUSSELL SANDERS 
8-29-2025 
EVEN FORGIVEN SIN HAS CONSEQUENCES 
 
God, in His immeasurable mercy forgives us of all repented sin, however that does not 
remove the consequences of that sin.  We still reap what we have sowed. 
 
We see this in King David’s life.  This “man after mine own heart” [Acts 13:22] lusted after a 
married woman, Bathsheba, and had her husband killed. He did this so he could marry her 
because she was carrying David’s child in her womb.  God sent the prophet Nathan to 
accuse him of murder.  Psalm 51 shows David’s repentance for his sin.  Although his sin 
was forgiven, the consequence of that sin followed him two-fold. 
 
First the child conceived with Bathsheba died, which was the short-term consequence of 
the sin. 
 
Second was the long-term consequence. David had aspired to build a temple for God in 
Jerusalem.  Because of his willful act of killing Bathsheba’s husband, God denied David’s 
heart desire to build the temple.  The temple was later built by David’s son, Solomon. 
 
Consider the Pharisee Saul.  He persecuted the followers of Jesus.  He hunted them down, 
imprisoned them, and even killed some.  He was brutal. 
 
After his Damascus road conversion, and was re-named Paul, he became the apostle who 
greatly advanced the kingdom of Christ.  Yet, he suffered much persecution, was beaten to 
the point of death, just as he had formerly done to others.  Although now forgiven, he still 
reaped the consequences of what he had previously sowed. 
 
Forgiven sin does not remove its consequences.  Pray that God gives you His grace to bear 
those consequences without sinning.  Yes, it is sin to accuse God of creating those 
consequences which you brought upon yourself.  It is you who opened your gate to Satan.  
However, God also said in 1 Corinthians 10:13 that He would “also make a way to escape 
[so] that you may be able to bear it.”  God’s grace [undeserved favor] is sufficient for you. 
 
We cannot blame God for the messes we make, because it was our choice.  But He will see 
you through the mess as you repent and trust Him. 
 
 


