
RUSSELL SANDERS 
8-15-2025 
THE PROCESS OF SANCTIFICATION 
 
Joshua was a deliverer who drove out most of the pagan groups and established the 
promised land firmly into the hands of the Israelites. [See Joshua 23] However, he did not 
drive out all of the pagan groups.  Only a few remained, but those few had a strong negative 
affect upon Israel for many years, often leading Israel into idolatry. 
 
This should give warning to us.  When anyone gives their life to Jesus, they must cut out all 
the old sinful ways from their lives.  If not, the old ways that remain will come back to bite 
them.  You cannot purge just 90% of the old sinful life and leave 10% intact.  The 10% will 
spoil the 90%.  As the old saying goes, “one bad apple [rotten] will spoil the [whole] barrel 
left alone.” 
 
That is what happened to Israel.  The remaining pagans that Joshua left in the land enticed 
the Israelites into worshiping man-made idols. 
 
When we get saved, we must not hold on to any of the old ways, or they may draw us away 
from the Lord.  The process is called sanctification which means set apart.  Sanctification 
is that process of purging the old ways, habits, or interests from our lives so that we can 
focus on living a righteous life to the glory of the Lord.   
 
The process of sanctification is a progressive [ongoing] work, not an instant transformation.  
There certainly might be an “instant purification” aspect to sanctification, but not entirely.  
You must “work out your own salvation with fear [reverence] and trembling.”  
(Philippians 2:12b) This refers to the process of progressive sanctification.  If we allow old 
habits or old ways of thinking to remain, they will interfere with “working out your own 
salvation.” 
 
Progressive sanctification comes from reading your bible and allowing the Holy Spirit to 
work in your life. 

 
 


