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Arlington,VA-WearedevastatedtoloseanotherLatinostudentduetoanopioidoverdose.Wesendourmost
sincerecondolencestothefamily,thelovedones,andtotheentireWakefieldCommunity.Thefentanylcrisisis
wreakinghavocontheLatinocommunitiesofArlington,claimingmultiplelivesandtearingourfamiliesapart.This
tragedymarkstheseconddeathfromastudentatthesameschoolthisyear.Ourcommunityisfacinganurgent
crisisthatdemandsimmediate,powerfulandlastingactionfromArlingtonCountyGovernmentandourleaders.
TheLULACArlingtonCouncilandtheNAACPArlingtonBranchcometogethertodemandthatourcounty
governmentandelectedleaderstakedecisivestepstocombatthisdeadlyepidemictodaytosavelives.

Wecannotaffordtowaitanylonger;wemustactnow.CommunityleadershavecalledontheCountyManagerto
establishameetingtonoavail.Astwoofthenation'soldestandlargestcivilrightsorganizations,andonbehalfof
thethousandsofresidentsofcolorwerepresent,wedemandaction.

WedemandthatArlingtonCountyandArlingtonPublicSchoolsimmediatelyholdanemergencysessiononthe
opioidcrisis."Governmentagencies,healthcareproviders,civicorganizationsandothercommunitystakeholders
mustbegintoreceivetheproperresources,funding,andinformationtocombatthedeadlycrisiseffectively.This
startswithanaction-orientedmeetingwithallofus,"saidChristopherConcepcion,PresidentoftheArlington
CouncilofTheLeagueofUnitedLatinAmericanCitizens.

Wedemandcomprehensiveandmodernsolutionstoeliminatedruguse,includingequitablementalhealthservices,
andaccesstoyouthaddiction,treatment,andpreventionprograms.ArlingtonPublicSchoolsmustimmediately
reimagineafterschoolactivities.Thecurrentprogrammingsimplyisnotworkingandthecommunityiscryingout
forchange.MikeHemminger,PresidentoftheNAACPArlingtonBranchsaid,"Ourkidshavenotrustedsafespace
inourcommunity.Theyareroamingthestreets,beingharassedandpressuredintodrugsbecausethere'snothingto
doToday,wecallonArlingtonCountyandArlingtonPublicSchoolstoworktogethertoimmediately
committofundingafullserviceteencenterlocatedinourcommunity.
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AboutLULAC:
TheLeagueofUnitedLatinAmericanCitizens(LULAC)isthenation'slargestandoldestcivilrightsvolunteer-based
organizationthatempowersHispanicAmericansandbuildsstrongLatinocommunities.HeadquarteredinWashington,DC,
with1,000councilsaroundtheUnitedStatesandPuertoRico,LULAC'sprograms,servicesandadvocacyaddressthemost
importantissuesforLatinos,meetingcriticalneedsoftodayandthefuture.
AboutNAACP:

advancingpoliciesandpracticesthatexpandhumanandcivilrights,eliminatediscrimination,andacceleratethewell-being,
education,andeconomicsecurityofBlackpeopleandallpersonsofcolor.


