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prairie is and why it is worth saving -- an excerpt
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g in Illinois, The Prairie State,have ever seen a

true prairie, for most of this unique, native plant community has disap-

peared.,

The few remaining fragments should be valued for their beauty

and rarity, and as living, historical relics which reveal a glimpse of
what early settlers found when they came to Illinois.

What is the prairie and why is it disappearing? How can prairie

remnants be recogniz
These are among the g
the interested beginn
who may wish to locat
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THE PRAIRIE rr‘QIDAY

In Illinois, the prairies remained largely undisturbed for

the arrival of explorers, and even after the

ers. Al first, the settlers thought the prairie
since no trees grew there. Though they were

en spaces after traveling through the dense,

ast, they settled along the rivers and in places
es of trees. (Thus, Downers Grove, for instance,)

o building materials, no protection from winter

coming of early sett
soils were infertile

- ‘Even when 1t be ‘ame known that the prairie soil was rich, the

“farmers found that their crude plows were not suited to turning the

prairie sod, and they continued to clear the woodlands for farming,.
But with the developﬁent of a steel plow in Illinois about 1837, all
on the great prairies that had stretched from

significance t6 the prairie, and its effect can be seen when we

___understand the natur ef praxrle planus.

Justias the for's» is characterlzed by trees, the prairie is

feharacteriﬁed by grasses.- Among these grasses, broad leaved flower-

ing plamts” (known: covlectwvely as forbs) are found growing, Most of

¢ these prairie grasses and forbs are perennial, coming up each year
“fom idﬁgiliVed-robti" These roots may live for decades or perhaps

nd - are establlsned deep in the so;l, in some

By means oF suc roo»s, prai*le plants are able to draw on
ground water in times of drought and if necessary, on food stored
during’the previous. growing season: - Even afier severe prairie fires,
they can’ grow again from: their roots.the following season. But being

- aependent as" they are upon- these perennial roots, prairie plants
.a:ara»espeCIally vulner ble to the plow. and eventually most of Illinois
T wast pIQWed. Mt g (AT y

Ifs plewing were. stopped “so that 'fields could lie fallow, and if

?a rlch praivie’ flota weke-present in*surrounding areas, there could
- -be'a slow re-establishment of the original plant community., However,
“this is:unhlikely %g”l
v few fields are allow

ppenitoday. - So little prairie remains, and so

ed tg 1ie fallow, that the happy coincidence of a
fallow field with:a rich source of prairie seed existing nearby is
Yare. Under the best consitions, a prairie may take at least 30 years
to reach stability and probably 100 or more, Man, who plows, mows,
sprays, and builds, does not usually leave the land alone that long,
especially if it is flat and fertile, or profitably zoned. This is
the main reason that prairie does not ordinarily re~establish itself
tOdaf °

The rich, blacx- 0il prairies, turned to agriculture long ago,
were the first: to disappear. Less appealing land was left alone for
a time, but now even the low prairies and marshes are being drained
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plans to reclaim the unmowed Park District land on Jackson Street,

John Banaszak, science teacher at Maercker School and a Morton

Arboretum’ pralrie vo unteer, had visited the land the spring of 1973,

1dent1fy1ng some 20 rairle plants -at that time. He had already

begun to use the lan as a teachlng aid in hls seventh grade biology
'»'classes at Maercker.., AR

An attempt Has ade to burn the prairle last spring but the
weather did not coop rate. However, volunteers were able to clear
trashy grass cllppl_ s and dead: tree branches from the area. They
+als6 began to cut back the sandbar willow groves and the elm and
hawthorns sprouting here’ and there, .Prairie seeds donated by Wayne
‘Lampa, head naturalist at The Landing, DuPage County Forest Preserve
- Disttrict’ Env1ronmen 1 Education :Center, were planted, Many undesirable
- -plants {weeds - mostly Eurqgean imports) were pulled or at least the
seeds were removed. |Paths Were established, Volunteers, with the
assistance of Mr, Ladpa and Mr, Banaszak, identified some 30 more
L wapiebies of good ‘Prairie plants as they came into bloom over a
d6=weeks perlod, sweyling ‘the total now known to grow there to over

BAT AR Recently, seeds ave been gaihered from other prairies for use
Vi‘“éhrlchlng~ours. e . ks a5 PR ST

ITIs Elan for the next 12 ’onths

s s ICDAS Sentember 28 Dry Betz, author of the’ flrst part of this
-repcrt,~who is a leading North’ Amerlcan specialist on natural prairie,
. visited “the Jackson S'reet 51te and, after- walking 1t, gave us a
reallstlc appraxsal of what we have. o

ke Our land, he sal‘, looks as 1f itame: under cultlvation for a
t1me~back in “the’' 1800%s, ~When land is ‘broken.by a plow.or disturbed
dn ‘any way, unde51rab“é plants begin to grow, crowding.out. the native
plants’ iy seme: 1nstan;es. That is: why we have bull thistle, ragweed,
. Queen Amme's 1adé, Velvet Leaf, Timothy Grass, for example. These
are plants that have gotten a roothold.because of the-disturbed ground.
" Qur"remnant’ pralrlﬁ“‘however, has made.great.strides by .itself, in
1ts sﬁruggle'ib‘dnce jore become & stable,climax community., It is
7 Yon=it5 way back™ ~according to Dr., Betz, ‘and with some assistance
;} rom voluntéers, ‘even:within a . two-year perlod, -should charnge its
~:appearsnce greatly foﬂ the’ better. Ten years from now, with continual
loeklng aftery burnlng; etc,9 we will have a very good prairie study
. 'plot, . He Ffeéls this'is a WOrthwhlle communlty activity and an excellent
use of 'this " land, He“kays very few. v1rg1n prairies exist today. Most,
when dlseovered, are in'a condition similar to ours and must be helped
to. Yecover. ‘He then gave us suggestions as to how we should proceed
immediately in order to achieve this end.

Thls 1s our resultlng lans

Thls *all we must|pull weeds, cut down others, cut back more elm,
nawthorne, sandbar willow and other woody growth which doesn't belong
on a prairie and kill its root systems permanently with woody plant
killer. We should cut down the two cottonwood trees and the one large
willow, and permanently kill the stumps.



We have received pernission from' the Environmenta | etion
Agency -and will burn the entire area ‘this fall affer the first of
November, The Clarendon Heights Fire Department is -cooperating with
us in this effort, ‘An ‘explanationas to ‘why ;_thé,f,bgrni:phg::;;gz;[{hgswe who
manage prairies find that burning is an effective way to eliminate
undesirable plants and to clear the ground so as to. give seeds from
the prairie plants a chance +o g_erlﬁinaté_‘fnfo:e,ffeadiiy, - Prairie
Plants as we know them are specieés that have survivied. countless
Severe prairie fires, Their Seeds la_,re“'nbtfvévg"ﬁléffgc‘hggz by fire,

By burning, nutrients needed by “these plants’ are.also.returned. to
the soil. We have been told that we will-see -plants growing next

sunmer, after we have burned; “that }f{'é::jdidh'.ﬁ_éﬁéﬁ".knoit}wg@éz;ﬁheﬁe 5

because the burning will Bave “killed “weedy ‘plants .that were .choking
them before, - Now th ¥ Wikl have a ‘better cha,nce A0 ZTOMe, - srwas

We must collect 1"seed"s ofInd:;.‘an Gfass(thz.s,we ‘?f',e: Ebneala:,'eady) ’

Switch Grass, Blue Joint Grass amd Cord Grass, .and. after e, burn,

nuch of this seed must be Taked “into areas needing more prairie grasses.
Also, holes must be filled and seeded,” Any seed. we. cannot-procure
ourselves, we will be able to get from Dr, Betz and/or the Morton
Arboretum. Indian Grass and Switch Grass nust be grown.on the-apes -
where clay was dumped about a year and a RAIf ago, also possibly
some Little Bluestem (we have seed), The low -areas. must:-be planted

. 58 and Blue Jéint Gfgss, . We,must.also-gather
seeds from Prairie Doeck ‘and ‘Compass PIant, (this we've done already),
Purple Coneflawer, Roi h*Blazing ‘Star ‘and False Dragonhead, . These

seeds plus some of the grass seeds Will“be cleaned, stratified
(refrigerated) » and then next March, Jane. Cullen will grow flats of
prairie plants. in ‘her ‘greenhouse, Shie will also ‘attempt to. gwow -
Seneca Snakeroot from|seed, an »gh;os,_fé:i};npp"s;s;b;el task, since it i
partially parasitic, . The- resulting plants i 11 be planted: b
at sites most acceptable to theif environi

 Next summer, “voluns s8ts wili‘be ne

undesirable plants:t it>the*barning did

ing an identificaticn manual 6f Sorts, keying gach plant by, numbered
‘ ol a_page -toceach

ing information and most Tifportant characteristios £or.-identification

finish killing. the. san bar-willow Suckers. also, envision-
stakes on: the prairie s Belf ¥ The manual fould devate.
Plant growing on ‘the p"éﬁie‘f“ﬁ#ﬁ"ﬁ"&i&iﬁé, growth habits, -interest-

ke to duplicdte thess Tages inexpensively -and
into inexpensive binders’ so that anyone, in ‘the commmity

o e g

' ie would also Like to.gentinue to-add to
our collection of colox photographs”of the’ flowering plants found.
there, IR ST N, e

b

Maercker School science classes are:éénfihuihé:&b “use he I;i-airie
for field trips, Dr. Betz envisiong‘_i:;s use also by Hinsdale Central

in future years, - b N




We would like to
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develop a corps of knowledgeable volunteers who »

... upon call, would be able to take anyone who requests it, on an informal
<irieduecationalitour of the area. = g ey g 6 Ry

s i
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I TE bhe pradrie betwedd 7th'and 8th streets on Jackson (along

* “tou -takers, ‘able to| take vis

Highway 83 - paralle

to ours)'‘is helped back to its original status

(another pet project of Dr, Betz) ‘we forsee a cooperative group of

Hinsdale site is 'muc

L

different personality,
““dng bothy

3

itors to either or both sites. The

drigrthan ot¥s and will always have a very

Therefore, & person would gain much by visit-

T Y

aicase realize %hat because-of size limitations, our“remnint

# ‘prairie” will never be-mich more'thin that =='2 mini-prairie, ‘if you
2 _ : .

will, but still a historieal $ite for study and enjoyment == and

recreation -- a near

Y respite’ from’ our busy, modern world' --'a short

walk for us in Golfview Hills, But hever-a i-eé;i-fprfa',iz‘;e"’wi”chjﬁagl;g._upo_n
acre of color...tall grasses’ waving “in"the #ind as far’asthe eye
can seesssthat we will have te imaglneas Wewalk i;hep‘aths “of “our

small one,
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Prairie plants found on land at corner of Jackson and 58th Street, north side,
as of Sept. |24, 1974

Allium cexritun -—= ‘Nodding wild onion ~ . . .. More eurrent additionss
Allium canadense --- Wild onion or Wild gariic '

Andropogon gerardi =--- Big bluestem grass., .. Arlstlda.ollgantha Three
Asclepias incarnata =--| Swamp milkweed . .Mf;., wpo W O ::  awn grass
Aster laevis === Smooth blue aster . 'wv'
Aster novae-angliae === | New England aster . e
ondii =m=. Drummond‘s aster

ralis - 0ld field

Aster sagittifolius. dx h goldenrod
Bidens sp, === Beggar's ticks , ',* T

Convolnulus spithameseus | === Low blndweed ) Panlcum lanuglnosum - Hairy
Galium boreale === Northern bedstraw panic grass

Helianthus grosseserratus. === Prairie sunilowarw se~ AEnw j
Helianthus gizanteus === Tall or giant sunflower...-CareX Vilpimoidea - sedge
Iris virginica V..sh:evei m— Blue flag: iris ot ol R R | R

Lespedeza capitala ——— Round headed bush. clover g e
Liatris aspera, -f' Rougn blazing star .. .- .. L
thhospermum canescens =rme Hoary pucqpn o
Lobelia spicata V. hirtell .Pale spiked lobelia 2 )
Lycopus’ Americanus === ater horehound 2 Llmms
Lysimachia ciliata L === Fringed loosestrife

Monarda fistulosa === Wild bergamot

Panicum leibergii === Panic grass

Physostegia Virginiana === False dragonhead

Polygala senega === Seneca snakeroot

Pycnanthemum Virginianum |=== Mountain mint

Ratibida pinnata === Prairie coneflower

Rosa blanda === Smooth rose

Rosa Caroling === DPasture rose

Rudbeckia ===~ Black=-eyed susan

Scutellaria lateriflora === Mad dog sculleap

Scutellaria parvula === Small scullecap

Senecio pauperculus === Golden ragwort

Silphium integrifolium === Rosin weed

Sisyrinchium albidum === | Blue-eyed grass

Solidago altisimum === Tall goldénrod

Solidago juncea === Early goldenrod

Solidago gigantea --- Late goldenrod

Solidago graminifolia === Lance leaved goldenrod

Solidago Reddellii =--- Reddell's goldenrod

Solidago rigida === Stiff goldenrod

Spartena pectinata =-=- Prairie cord grass

Stachys palustris =-- Woundwort

Thalietrum dasycarpum =---| Tall meadowrue

Thalictrum === Early meadowrue

Tradescantia ohiensis =--=| Spiderwort

Veronia fasciculata =-- Ironweed

Vicia Americana === American vetch

Vida pedatifida =--- Prairie violet (?)

Other plantsS....
Aster laterifloris =--- Side flowering aster Aster pylosis === Hairy aster
Achillea millefolium === |Yarrow Juncus tenuous === Roadlside rush
Apocynum gannabinum =--- IndiansHemp . Prunella vulgaris === Selfheal
Asclepias verticillata === Whorled milkweed Sium suave --- Water parsnip
Eupatorium altissi mum ==+ Tall boneset  Phlav slahawwimn v




