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2026 Chairs

President’s Letter
Fellow Mariposa Mountain Riders,

What an incredible start to the year! Our first meeting of 2026 in January is officially in the books, and
I’m thrilled to share that we kicked things off with 17 members in attendance. The energy, the
commitment, and a sense of shared equine community set the tone for what promises to be a
fantastic year ahead.

One of the highlights of the meeting was selecting our committee chairs — dedicated volunteers who
bring unique skill sets, leadership qualities, and a passion for our mission. These individuals will help
schedule and guide our trail rides and events, support club operations in a variety of ways, and help
strengthen the foundation of our organization. Their enthusiasm not only elevates our efforts but also
inspires others to step forward, get involved, and share in the responsibility of keeping our club
thriving.

Thank you to everyone who made the effort to attend, contribute ideas, and help shape our plans for
the coming months. Your enthusiasm fuels our momentum, and I’m excited for everything we’ll
accomplish together — from rides and events to strengthening our presence in the community.

Let’s keep this energy rolling. Here’s to 2026, a year of fun rides and events, great company, and
wonderful memories!

Ride on, Cathy



January Meeting Recap

Some horses will
test you, some

horses will teach
you and some will
bring out the best

in you.

On Thursday, January 8th at 6pm 17 members
came together at the Happy Burger diner to
participate at the first MMR meeting of the year.
After introductions led by President Cathy Orth, the
group decided on committee chair positions with
positive discussions about the year. New Members
were voted in, general meeting minutes and treasury
report were accepted. Discussions included: a
survey for local horse enthusiasts, possible trail
rides and working with other organizations to offer
broader activities to our members. While it was
agreed to do business meetings on the second
Thursday of the month, it was later discovered a
conflict for February so that meeting will be held
Thursday, February 5th, Happy Burger Diner 6 p.m.

January: Ruth Kepler, Lynette Richards, Amber Scroggins, Marina Stein, Luann Mello
February: Carol Suggs, Judi Fazarali, Mike Charman,Victoria Imrie

March: LaunaTowe, Morgan Imrie, Sunny Charman, Roy Steele, Selene McDaniel, Joe Orth



The trail committee is looking for members to help with trail rides.
If you are interested in helping with the rides, or if you have ideas
about where you would like to ride, please contact:
     Trail Committee Chair, Gwen Nitta at:
      209 742-3074 (cell)
      or email at gwen.ann.nitta@gmail.com.

TRAIL COMMITTEE
 SEEKING ASSISTANCE

mailto:gwen.ann.nitta@gmail.com


FEBRUARY
February 5   Business Meeting ***NOTE****this meeting is the first Thursday, not the
second Thursday.

th

MARCH
March 12, Business Meeting*

APRIL
April 9, Business Meeting*

MAY
May 14, Business Meeting*

JUNE
June 11, Business Meeting*

JULY
July 7, Business Meeting*

AUGUST
August 13, Business Meeting*

SEPTEMBER
September 10, Business Meeting*

OCTOBER
October 8, Business Meeting*

NOVEMBER
November 12, Business Meeting*

DECEMBER
December TBA GENERAL MEETING, ELECTIONS AND HOLIDAY PARTY

Check the website or current newsletter for
updates. Dates subject to change. With each
months’ newsletter we will drop the prior months’
events.

*Business meetings are held on the 2  Thursday
of each month at Happy Burger Diner 6pm unless
otherwise noted.

nd

2026 Calendar 



Between the Ears
Contributed by, Carol Suggs

The Theodores were one of the first couples we met when we moved to Mariposa in 2000. They welcomed
us into the horse community with open arms, and before I knew it, I had somehow become secretary of the
Mariposa Mountain Riders—a role that turned into years of active involvement with the club. My husband,
Bill, worked for Rich for many years in his electrical business, and when Rich passed in 2010, Bill naturally
became Mary Darlene’s go-to handyman and fixer. She always tried to pay him for his work, and he always
told her she could pay him in Whoppers, cookies, or Subway sandwiches and there was several
Christmases when small mince meat hand pies showed up as a thank you. 

I had the chance to spend time with Mary Darlene a couple of months ago when I took her out to lunch and
shopping. We had a wonderful day just visiting. She was, as always, upbeat and joking about suffering from
“CRSA syndrome”—Can’t Remember S*** Anymore. She told me she had met a lot of nice people at her
complex, that she loved her little apartment, and that she kept meeting “new” people every day because she
couldn’t remember their names from previous meetings. She would just shrug it off and say, “That’s life!”

I’ve put together the following to share with those who may not have known Mary Darlene. And for those
who did, I hope it brings a smile and fond memories.

The Mariposa Mountain Riders are mourning the loss of Mary Darlene Theodore, a longtime volunteer and
devoted supporter, who passed away on Saturday, January 17, 2026, in the memory care unit at Pacifica
Assisted Living in Merced. She was surrounded by compassionate care after facing several health
challenges, including memory loss and cancer.

Mary always went by Mary Darlene, a name well known throughout the local horse and volunteer
communities. Her late husband, Rich Theodore, affectionately called her “Mary Darling,” a nickname that
perfectly captured her warm spirit and kind heart. Together, the Theodores left a lasting mark on Mariposa
County through decades of service, friendship, and involvement.

In addition to the Mariposa Mountain Riders, Mary Darlene and Rich were active in numerous organizations,
including the Mariposa Pioneer Wagon Train, Mariposa County 4-H, California State Horsemen’s
Association, North American Trail Ride Conference (NATRC), American Endurance Riders Conference
(AERC), and the Western States Trail Foundation (TEVIS). Their dedication to horses, trails, and community
service was widely known and deeply appreciated.

Mary Darlene was also strong in her Christian faith and was a longtime member of Ponderosa Basin
Chapel, where her faith, kindness, and willingness to help others were evident to those who worshiped
alongside her.

It was a warm, clear Saturday morning on January 17. I was at our arena
helping sort cattle in preparation for branding when I received a text from
Mary Darlene’s niece, Loretta. The message was simple: “Wanted to let you
know that Mary passed at 7:24 a.m.”

I know it sounds strange but I cried and smiled at the same time because I
knew she was finally with Rich again. I pictured him riding the big gray, with
Mary Darlene bouncing along beside him on little Starlight—an Arabian mare
my husband had affectionately nicknamed “Starthistle” because she could be
a little prickly at times. I imagined Mary Darlene happily filling Rich in on all
the goings-on since he traveled on ahead of her on August 27, 2010.

Remembering Mary Darlene Theodore 

Continued



Through the Mariposa Mountain Riders, the Theodores were instrumental in hosting the endurance ride “The
Run for the Gold”, which they helped manage from 1998 through 2008. Mary Darlene was a familiar and
beloved presence at nearly every Mariposa Mountain Riders event. Even when she stopped riding she never
stopped showing up. She was always there—helping where she could,  and offering encouragement with
her warm smile and unmistakable Texas twang, a reminder of her roots despite having lived outside Texas
for many years.

Not having children of her own, Mary Darlene had a special place in her heart for the youth of our
community. She would do anything for local kids—always cheering them on, encouraging their efforts, and
sponsoring whenever she could. Outside of their shared love of horses, Mary Darlene and Rich were also 4-
H leaders and raised llamas years ago, further reflecting their commitment to animals, education, and young
people.

Mary Darlene had a particular fondness for raffles and loved to play bingo—activities that perfectly suited her
fun-loving spirit. At events and gatherings, she could often be found buying armfuls of raffle tickets or
enjoying a lively game of bingo, and almost without fail, she would win. Her remarkable luck became
something of a legend, and many joked that she simply had a lucky touch wherever she went.

In recent years, Mary Darlene faced significant hardship. She lost her home in the Oak Fire, and later lived
in a tiny home on her property. As her health needs increased, her niece Loretta helped facilitate Mary
Darlene’s move to Pacifica Assisted Living in Merced, where she later received memory care. Even as her
health was declining, Mary Darlene maintained her carefree and jovial attitude, often making light of not
remembering things and continuing to bring smiles to those around her.

Mary Darlene’s dogs and cats and taking care of Dillon (horse) were her constant companions, providing
comfort and companionship until her move to assisted living. There was never an animal in need that went
without if Mary Darlene was around.

Above all, Mary Darlene will be remembered for her kindness, generosity, faith, and steadfast presence. She
didn’t need to be in the spotlight to make a difference—she simply showed up, again and again, offering
support, humor, and heart. Her absence will be deeply felt by the Mariposa Mountain Riders, her church
family, relatives and all who were fortunate enough to know her.

Mary Darlene Theodore leaves behind a legacy of community service, compassion, and quiet joy. She will
be missed.

Mary Darlene with Jessica and Adrian at the 2024 
Mariposa Mountain Riders Christmas Party

A Celebration of Life 
will be held Saturday February 21 st at 2pm 

Ponderosa Basin Chapel
if you have photos of MD that you’d like to
share for slide show please send them to

Christina at:
office@pbchapel.org



 What’s going on in
Region Four?

www.californiastatehorsemens.org
CSHA Region 4 ( Facebook page)

Check out their Facebook page for the
current Gymkhana schedule, starts in
March and goes through September.

Also, Region Four has a Trail Trials
clinic coming up March 14th in
Stevenson at the Double Bar G Ranch.
See the flyer in this newsletter.  Great
opportunity to get out and attend a
clinic before the season starts.

Also new for this year you can sign up
for the Trail Trials program on line and
they are taking Zelle.  Enrollment for the
region program consists of one horse,
one rider combination. The same horse
and same rider every time is your team.
A team must compete at least three
sanction Trail Trials in the same
category/division and you must be a
member of the regional Trail Trial
program to qualify for the state
championship event. Program members
must be members of CSHA at the time
of point/credit accrual, no retroactive
points/credit. You must also work at
least one regional Trail Trial event to be
eligible to enter the state championship
event as verified by your region chair.

If you want to head up to our northern
neighbor, Region 3 is putting on a Trail
Trials in Brooks at the Murphy Ranch
March 28, 29.  See flyer in this
newsletter.



Hello Mariposa Mountain Riders! 

As we celebrated the start of  a new year, Bobbie, McKenna, and I have had
time to reflect on all the amazing opportunities we’ve had since being
crowned Mariposa County Fair Rodeo Jr. Princess, Princess, and Queen.
We’ve already traveled so many miles throughout the state and connected
with countless individuals who share our love for rodeo, agriculture, and the
west’s rich history. 

One such occasion includes the Chowchilla Western Stampede Dinner we
attended a few weeks ago, honoring Jerry Wooten as this year’s Grand
Marshall. At this event, we had the chance to meet many people, and
alongside the Coarsegold Rodeo Royalty court, helped with the live auction,
raising money for the Chowchilla Western Stampede. 

This year, we are looking forward to attending similar events, and continuing
to support groups and individuals who share our passion for rodeo and
western tradition. 

Thank you for continuing to follow our journey!

Rayna Rogers
2025-2026 Mariposa County Fair Rodeo Queen
“Always hold your head as if  you wear a crown.”



Rodeo Royalty Happenings



MFS exp 12/26

YH CK exp 12/26

MES exp 12/26

Please support our sponsors/advertisers  as they help to support MMR, whether it’s in
providing sponsorships at our events or perhaps by purchasing space here in our
newsletter.  We appreciate the support!  Electronic newsletter rates: business card ad 13
months $100. 1/4 page ad 13 months $150. Any other sized ad, contact newsletter chair
for pricing.  Must provide photo ready ad in jpeg format.  Classified ads: text only.  30
word limit $5.00 per ad (members get 2 classified ads for free per calendar year).  Other
horse clubs or organizations may submit items for consideration.  Please note that our
club newsletter is intended to provide informational items to our members about our
upcoming events, reporting on past events and pertinent club information.  Photographs,
articles of interest, stories, poems etc may be published, space permitting  and must be
approved by the President.  All submissions are due by the 20th of the month.  Send to:
Carol at mariposarodeo@gmail.com

Sponsors, Advertisers & Newsletter
Submissions

LE exp 12/26



BWTS exp 12/26

YF exp 12/27

HBD comp

And to:
 Dayhoff Cabinets (12/26)  Casner Cattle Co. (12/27)

who have helped out sponsoring arena events

Special shout out to:

Who graciously allows us to use their meeting
room and provides coffee and tea!


