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Violet-Green Swallow
The violet-green swallow’s name comes 
from the coloration of its back and rump.

John West
This beautiful little bird can appear dark 
until its metallic-green back and shimmering 
purple rump capture the rays of the sun! A 
small bird, it averages slightly over four and 
a half inches in length, with a 10.6-inch 
wingspan and weighs half an ounce. 



Common in our area during spring and 
summer, they migrate to Mexico and 
Central America for the winter.

They routinely forage for insects over our 
lakes and ponds in groups of over a 
hundred, intermingli


