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2021 "Un-Conference" update from
EEAA President, Allie Sorlie.
Adapting to a Changing World, that was the theme of the
EEAA yearly meeting this year, and one we took to heart.
Instead of a traditional conference, we developed an UnConference where members could visit with environmental
centers, public spaces, and informal learning centers around
the state for expert led field trips or visit with us online for
several virtual field trip and workshop opportunities.
Workshops on mindfulness, creating bird feeders, reptiles
and amphibians and many more gave members the chance
to incorporate environmental education into a changing
classroom landscape. Having the chance to meet with each
other both in-person (while respecting mask and distancing
ordinances) and virtually also gave us an opportunity to talk,
learn, and share experiences from the past year. It was an
chance to see how our members were adapting to their
world and to swap ideas we could all use. The Un-Conference
embodied the theme “Adapting to a Changing World”
through and through.
~ Allie Sorlie
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2021 "Un-Conference" Pictures
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Upcoming Programs at Alabama State Parks

Friday, May 28, 2021
7:30 PM CDT – 9:30 PM

Experience Oak Mountain State Park after dark! Go on this guided
night hike and see what glows, calls, and crawls at night on the trails!
Meet at the Beach Access Parking Lot on Terrace Drive at 7:30pm! After a quick
introduction we will begin the fun on the Treetop Nature Trail boardwalk checking
out the ‘night owls’ that reside there. Once darkness falls, we will start our hike on
the trail to see the wonders of night! Bring a Flashlight or Headlamp it will be dark!
*Current COVID-19 Guidelines Apply*

For more info, check out the Facebook Event page
Saturday, June 5, 2021
9 AM CDT – 12:30 PM

Explore the endemic Cahaba Lilies guided by Oak Mountain
Park Naturalist, Lauren and Special Guest Mike Ezell!
Meet at the Park Office at 9:00am for a quick lesson on the lilies, refuge
rules, and info for the field trip. We will then caravan to the Cahaba River
National Wildlife Refuge as a group! Once we reach the refuge you will
get a chance to walk among the lilies and explore the river too! The field
trip is over after exploring the refuge; however, you are welcome to follow
us back to Pelham if you need to find your way back to town. Don't miss
out on this once-a-year opportunity! *It takes about 1 hour to reach the
refuge from OMSP. Dress for a river day! Please leave dogs at home for
this event. Refuge has a dirt road and rocky/sandy terrain. **All ages
welcome! *Current COVID-19 Guidelines Apply*

For more info, check out the Facebook Event page
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Cheaha State Park Programs

Unraveling The Monarch Butterfly Migration
Mystery
By: Author and EEAA Board Member, Claire Datnow
It’s one of nature’s biggest mysteries. Every year, a super generation of monarch
butterflies—which lives eight months longer than other generations of monarchs—
migrates to one specific location: the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve, nestled in
the majestic oyamel fir forests in the central mountains of Mexico. As many as one
million butterflies from wide areas of North America fly to the reserve, a place that
they’ve never seen. The trees seem to turn orange, branches bending under the
collective weight of thousands of monarch butterflies.
In my book Adventures of the Sizzling Six: Monarch Mysteries, jovial science teacher
Mr. Ernie Fix describes this phenomenon to his class:
‘The monarchs will live here [at the Biosphere Reserve] until the spring comes and
mating can begin,’ Mr. Fix says. ‘They must wait for spring when the milkweed starts to
grow in the United States and southern Canada. The milkweed provides a place for
monarchs to lay their eggs. When the eggs hatch into caterpillars, they will feed only
on milkweed and no other plant.’
Monarchs make the trip to the reserve once in their lives, some navigating as much as
three thousand miles to a tiny point on a map. For more than ten thousand years,
these monarchs, each weighing no more a paper clip, have traveled without a map, a
compass, or GPS. How do they know where to go?
Scientists have devoted years to studying monarchs, unraveling part of this mystery:
these butterflies are guided by the position of the sun. It’s pretty miraculous if you
think of the monarchs as tiny, orange solar compasses with wings.
After wintering in the mountains for eight months, when the temperature starts to
warm the monarchs begin their return journey, traveling as far north as Canada. When
summer ends, the monarchs migrate south again—and so the cycle of life keeps on
turning, like a giant Ferris wheel, through the seasons.

.
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(continued)
Unlike the migrations of other insects, four successive generations of monarchs are born
and die within two to three weeks along the way. The fourth generation to hatch, known as
the super generation, is bigger than the previous three generations and can survive for
eight months in the mountains.
The monarch butterfly isn’t just fascinating—it’s essential. Without pollinators like monarchs
our agriculture and food system would collapse. The US Fish and Wildlife Service (UFWS)
estimates the North American monarch population has dropped over 90 percent since the
1990s. In December 2020, the UFWS announced that listing monarchs as a threatened and
endangered species is “warranted but precluded by work on higher-priority listing actions.”
One conservation concern for monarch butterflies is illegal logging in the reserve that
destroys their winter habitat. Their food sources are also disappearing in the US because
some farmers consider milkweed a weed and spray it with insecticides.
It’s now more important than ever for us to protect these natural wonders! The best thing
we can do is plant native milkweed. It’s a great way to learn about nature. Click here for
other conservation tips.
Teachers and Educators: Visit my website for a FREE handout with role-playing cards
featuring characters from Monarch Mysteries.

Monarch butterflies at Gulf State Park,
Alabama, on the fall migration south. (Photo by
Boris Datnow)
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Job Opportunity at McDowell Environmental Center

News:
EPA Seeks Experts to Serve on the National
Environmental Education Advisory Council
The EPA is asking environmental education experts to apply for a spot on
the NEEAC.
Apr 12, 2021
The EPA is soliciting applications for environmental education professionals to fill two
vacancies on the National Environmental Education Advisory Council (NEEAC). Selected
applicants will contribute to the balance of perspectives, professional qualifications, and
experience of the council and be appointed by the Administrator.
“The value of the NEEAC in helping EPA better understand the needs of academia, state
governments, and educational organizations to best prepare future generations is
immeasurable,” said U.S. EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan in a press release. “I am eager
to appoint two new members to the council and look forward to enhancing the expertise of
the panel.”
The National Environmental Education Act of 1990 requires that the council be comprised of
11 members and representative of the following:
Primary and Secondary Education (two members; one of whom is a classroom teacher)
Colleges and Universities (two members)
Business and Industry (two members)
Non-profit Organizations (two members)
State departments of Education and Natural Resources (two members)
Senior Americans (one member)
The professional backgrounds of council members include education, science, policy, or
other appropriate disciplines. Each member of the council is a Special Government
Employee and holds office for a one-to-three-year period during which they participate in up
to two meetings per year and monthly or more conference calls. EPA encourages qualified
Americans of all backgrounds to apply and welcomes a diverse applicant pool.
Applications are due by May 14, 2021. For more information about the NEEAC and how to
apply for appointment, visit the EPA’s NEEAC webpage.
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Notes From: SEEA
Southeastern Environmental Education Alliance
Call for Proposals!

The 2021 SEEA conference will be September 10-11 at Lutheridge in Arden, NC. This site has
a wonderful camp-like feel, even though it's less than 10 minutes from the Asheville Airport.
We'll be just over 2 hours from Columbia, SC, a bit over 3 hours from Atlanta, GA, and only 4.5
hours from Lexington, KY!

SEEA Conference Updates cont.
EENC is excited to announce that our 2021 Environmental Educators of North Carolina conference theme will be
rEEmerge, honoring new beginnings as we celebrate EENC's 30th anniversary. We hope you will join us at Lutheridge
Camp and Conference Center in Arden, NC September 10-11, 2021 as we re-imagine a post-COVID world for
environmental education; a world with diverse partnerships, resilient communities, and a broader concept of what it
means to be an environmental educator.
Along with celebrating our 30th anniversary we are also hosting the Southeastern Environmental Education Alliance
(SEEA) conference this year. We welcome our EE colleagues from across the southeastern states to renew our love for
environmental education, learn together, and grow together in a beautiful setting in EENC’s Western Section! Attendees
at this year’s conference can look forward to on-site lodging and gorgeous grounds at Lutheridge, a peaceful and
immersive setting after a hectic year for many in our field. We are excited to once again offer the pre-conference field
trips, workshops, and opportunities you know and love on September 9. Look out for future announcements on our
conference page as we get closer to opening registration in mid June!
We currently have open the call for proposals for the general sessions and our incredible Research Symposium. See
below for more details. Scholarships will be available.
At this time, we are planning for an in-person conference, though we are making all necessary arrangements to host a
virtual conference again this year if needed. EENC will decide by July 1 if the conference must be held virtually.
Now Accepting Proposals for Conference Sessions and the Research Symposium
We are currently accepting proposals for both general conference sessions and the Research Symposium! All
proposals are due May 24.
If you have information to share about your educational work, submit a proposal for a regular conference session. As
always, we will consider proposals on any topic, but we’re especially excited about proposals addressing one of these
topics:
Schools and Environmental Education
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Building Resiliency in Education
Connecting with Nature in Our Communities
Environmental Education Beyond Parks, Schools, and Museums

Ready to submit a conference session proposal to share you work? Click the button below!
Submit a Conference Session Proposal
The Research Symposium is a forum for researchers, including students and teachers, to share recent and on-going
action research projects and/or traditional research related to environmental education. Our Research Symposium
consists of a poster session on Friday, September 10 followed by oral presentations on Saturday, September 11.
Have research to share with EENC and SEEA members at the conference? Click the button below!
Submit a Research Symposium Proposal
This year, we ask that all presenters be prepared to transition to an online format in the event that a shift to a virtual
conference becomes necessary.
We look forward to receiving your proposal by May 24!
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AUMNH has a new Mobile Museum
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Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

These workshops are part of our “Teachers on the Estuary (TOTE)” program. TOTE is an immersive, field-based program the Reserve
offers that allows teachers to explore local coastal habitats, investigate ecological processes first-hand, and equips teachers with tools
and resources to integrate scientific concepts and monitoring data in their classrooms. These professional development opportunities
focus on watershed concepts, emerging concerns in estuarine biology and coastal communities, and the roles citizens and scientists play
in protecting Alabama’s natural resources. Content is interdisciplinary and aligned with the Alabama Course of Study and connects
science, literacy, and math concepts. Space is limited and we already have some teachers signed up. We also can provide dorm space for
overnight stay, with priority given to those teachers from counties outside the coastal area.
The dates and grade levels for the workshops are:
TOTE: Wild About Wetlands
June 3rd through 4th
4th – 6th grade, but other grade levels welcome
Register through EventBrite: https://weeksbaytote2021.eventbrite.com (We are working on getting this workshop added into
PowerSchool so teachers will have a code for receiving credits, but they still MUST register through EventBrite.)
TOTE: Down By the Bay
July 12th through 13t
K – 2nd grade
Register through PowerSchool using course # 262960--Registration is limited to SARIC and JSU in-service regions currently.
Registration opens statewide June 1.
TOTE: Down By the Bay
July 15th through 16th
3rd – 5th grade
Register through PowerSchool using course # 262960--Registration is limited to SARIC and JSU in-service regions currently. Registration
opens statewide June 1.

EEAA:May 2021

beetles - Coastal Workshop Update
The Alabama Environmental Education Summit – Coastal Region held its virtual meeting this week
bringing together 27 enthusiastic people involved in environmental education. The participants came
from 16 different research facilities, school systems, nature centers, advocacy groups, and other
environmental and education facilities. It is the goal of AEES to bring together environmental
education practitioners to build relationships and improve the experience all of Alabama’s students
have when exploring and learning about nature. The summit included valuable teaching resources
from the BEETLES project and also a conversation on justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion from
the DoGoodery.

beetles - Central Workshop Update
On May 6, Environmental Educators came together to
improve their skills at delivering inquiry-based learning
with an explicit focus on diversity and inclusion in EE.
This program was made possible by a grant from the
BEETLES organization and National Science
Foundation (NSF).
The 21 participants learned more about the BEETLES
approach and curriculum, learned how to better use
inquiry-based education in their teaching, and
discussed ways to increase and improve their work
with diverse audiences, with T Marie King and Hollie
Cost.
This was a great opportunity to learn new techniques
and ideas. Participants will be sharing them with their
educational team and others in our region.
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What's new
at the
Alabama 4-H
Center in
Columbia,
AL?
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Wind Creek State Park is Hiring!
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What is New with Audobon?
How Can You Support Bird Conservation??
Claire with Ansel Payne, Alabama
Audubon Executive Director,
admiring the new Chimney Swift
towers at the Audubon-Datnow
Forest Preserve. Soon, we hope,
swifts will be nesting in the tower.

https://alaudubon.org/tag/

Mountain to Gulf Virtual Wrap-Up
Over 20 participants completed Legacy’s First Virtual Mountains To The Gulf Teacher Workshop.
Films were produced capturing the essence of the amazing biodiversity and natural wonders of our
state. These films were presented to participants who also used Zoom platforms to learn, discuss,
and reflect upon classroom based activities to transfer this knowledge to students statewide. Many
EEAA members participated as site experts, guest speakers, facilitators, and moderators to provide
the participants with an “almost like being there experience”. A total of 12 sites were selected literally
from the Mountains To The Gulf for investigation and each holds equal prominence in Alabama’s
amazing natural resource catalog. Teachers also received posters, books, and other resources for
use in their classrooms. The virtual format presented unique challenges but Legacy rose to the
challenge and provided an experience of a lifetime to these participants!

M2G bulding bird feeders from
repurposed materials
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Water wise cont.
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