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Joint SEEA/EEASC Virtual Conference A
Regional Success!

The 2020 SEEA/EEASC "'Zoom' into Environmental Education”
Conference was a successful virtual event with 22 sponsors, 140
participants, 29 sessions, and $790 in silent “non-auction”
donations. During the research symposium and conference general
session participants from nine states attended the conference to
learn about topics in environmental science and education, outdoor
learning experiences, environmental education resources, and
content and inquiry. A big thanks to the presenters, attendees,
moderators, and conference organizers for making the event
possible

Thank You to Our Generous 2020

Conference Sponsors!



Welcome Renee Strnad to Chair-Elect of SEEA!!

Renee Strnad (she/her) is the Environmental Educator for Extension Forestry, housed in
the College of Natural Resources at NC State University. She is the state coordinator
for Project Learning Tree, has responsibilities for 4-H natural resource programming
statewide, and is a North Carolina Certified Environmental Educator.
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She served on the board of Environmental
Educators of North Carolina (EENC) from
2011-2018 in the Presidential roles and Treasurer,
and came back to to the board in 2020 as
Partnership Chair. Renee was one of the early
members of the SEEA committee and also serves
on the NAAEE Affiliate Network 2.0 Working
Group. She also works closely with the North
Carolina Office of Environmental Education by
serving on the Certification Committee and
Environmental Literacy Plan Committee. Being at
NC State University has allowed her to work with
faculty with a growing interest in EE research, and
the creation of the new Environmental Education
minor.

First introduced to EE during her undergrad
program in Wildlife Biology and Natural Resources
and Environmental Sciences as Kansas State
University, Renee has been involved in
environmental education for over 20 years and three different states. In her free time,
she enjoys traveling (just one more state to go!), gardening, kayaking, relaxing in her
hammock, and spending time with family and friends.

SEEA Conference 2021 - Save the Date!

NC will be hosting the SEEA conference in 2021, and we just finalized the details!

The 2021 SEEA conference will be September 10-11 at Lutheridge in
Arden, NC. This site has a wonderful camp-like feel, even though it's
less than 10 minutes from the Asheville Airport. We'll be just over 2
hours from Columbia, SC, a bit over 3 hours from Atlanta, GA, and
only 4.5 hours from Lexington, KY!

In addition to these full two days, we'll also be hosting a full day of
optional workshops and pre-conference field trips the Thursday
before.



https://lutheridge.org/

We'll be sharing more details once we get closer, but wanted everyone to get it on
their calendars now. We announced this date to our conference attendees last week -
please feel free to do the same!

Watch http://www.southeastee.com/conference.html for details.

SEEA Updates

Model EE Programs for Research

We at KAEE are looking for examples of model programs in other states that do a
great job of any of the following: engaging students in long term EE experiences, work
with at-risk students, focusing on green careers, have an emphasis in civic engagement

or behavior change, get students out of the traditional classroom setting, provide

mentorship, or create a pipeline of learning from elementary to high school. We are
also looking for great examples of teacher professional development programs. Would
you be willing to share names of any programs that stand out to you in your states for
us to research further?

We were contracted by one of our partners to draft a report highlighting current
research around EE best practices, examples of model EE programs that work with
K-12 schools, and recommendations for how they can have the biggest impact with
their EE funding for that city with an emphasis on encouraging behavior change and

civic engagement (particularly around waste management and water quality). As part of
this, we conducted a series of focus groups for educators and surveyed 467 educators
in the city from 68 different schools. We will be happy to share our findings when it is
complete if anyone is interested!
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Landscape Analysis of EE in the Southeast


https://eeasc.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=8KH4TZQN7P8ON6RMZMzU3t1xTtuQIiF7Ysrh%2fvMvGMDIteXm%2frkqJHa0lu0SzCJqXbQly0mvZnWIrySyrTqvp4Ci7Pm79MYRSsfpXrU6BW4%3d

In 1990, H.R. Hungerford wrote that “creating an environmental commitment must go
beyond awareness and knowledge. Environmental commitment is built by providing
students with a sense of ownership and empowerment so that they are fully invested in
an environmental sense and prompted to become responsible, active citizens.”

Building widespread environmental commitment, however, takes time, expertise, and
coordination. And this fall, the Southeastern Environmental Education Alliance is
dedicating that time, expertise, and coordination to embark on a brand new
undertaking—a landscape analysis of environmental education efforts in eight
southeastern states.

Funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and Pisces Foundation, the
project will include a comprehensive study of the environmental education already
happening on the ground, enabling the states involved to identify gaps and barriers to
access that prevent successful implementation in some areas. The final report will also
provide recommendations and next steps for increasing environmental literacy efforts
in the southeast based on an inventory of model programs and initiatives happening
nationwide.

This analysis and tailored state recommendations included in the report will equip
organizations conducting environmental and conservation-related work in the
southeast with the materials they need to address gaps, allocate resources more
effectively, and, ultimately, meet the goal of increasing environmental literacy levels
and stewardship behaviors.

A strategy consultant and Kentucky Association for Environmental Education Executive
Director Ashley Hoffman, along with state coordinators from environmental education
associations in Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina,

and Tennessee, will collaborate on the year-long project.

“Although there are numerous organizations providing high-quality EE programs
across the southeast, most of these are operating independently of one another, and
little is being done to harness the collective impact of these programs to create
large-scale change in each state or throughout the region,” Hoffman says. “This
initiative will allow us to see the current landscape of environmental
education in the southeast and help us to focus on larger-scale, capacity
building initiatives that extend our impact beyond the local community.”

Upon conclusion of the analysis, the project leadership
team will use the findings to begin strategic N
conversations determining next steps for initiating the




development of a state-level strategy for each state. While the team will implement
recommendations, they recognize that the next steps will be ongoing and include
numerous stakeholders. With this in mind, the team will work throughout the project
with key stakeholders and state environmental education associations to design the
landscape analysis and report in a way that ensures it will be a tool that meets the
various needs of all involved.

The final report will serve as the first step to strengthen and improve the informal EE
community to be able to deliver high-quality programs to students and conduct
teacher trainings. The tool will also provide recommendations to systemically infuse
environmental principles and concepts in formal school curricula that will aid in

increasing and integrating EE into formal education systems.

Through stakeholder use of this report, educators in the eight states will have the tools
to increase the number of students receiving high quality environmental education and
broadening the competency of those students to demonstrate improved
environmental literacy and age-appropriate stewardship behaviors.

“We are excited to embark on this work,” Hoffman says. “To have the capacity and
funding to bring together and connect the hundreds of organizations doing
environmental literacy work across the southeast is a huge opportunity to grow the
environmental education movement."

http://www.southeastee.com/landscape.html

Southeasterly Winds:

South Carolina:
Welcome Arlene Marturano: EEASC's New Landscape Analyst!

Welcome, Arlene! EEASC recently hired Dr. Arlene Marturano as its
Landscape Analysis Coordinator! Dr. Marturano is coordinator of the
SC Garden-based Learning Network and is an education consultant to
public, private and home school programs, university coalitions, and
non-profit organizations on outdoor and environmental education,
science, nature, garden, health and reading pedagogy. She is currently
at work consolidating and expanding EEASC's contact database. Dr.




Marturano and EEASC President Chanda Cooper represented EEASC in the SEEA
Landscape Analysis Kick-Off Meeting October 5-6, 2020.

1. An EEASC subcommittee is revising our Mini-Grant program to provide more
support for our members' professional development, service, and
student-centered projects. We hope to roll out the new mini-grant guidelines
in spring 2021.

2. EEASC leadership is making plans for a virtual 2021 board retreat/strategic
planning session.

3. Planning for the 2021 EEASC Annual Conference is underway. The event will
likely be a hybrid conference, with some virtual sessions and one day of field
trips.

4. New EEASC board member Todd Beasley has been appointed to the position
of Resource Development Committee Chair. He will work with subcommittees
to oversee the 2021 virtual fundraiser and program sponsorship drives.

5. The Central Section of EEASC continues to host virtual Midlands Meetups to
provide a networking and information-sharing opportunity for environmental
educators. The December meetup will include a contest (with prizes!) for
participants to show off their best holiday decoration made from natural or
upcycled materials.

6. EEASC awarded honorary one-year memberships to all Palmetto
Environmental Education Certification program graduates and new recruits.

7. EEASC produced a virtual training for the 2021 Green Steps School program.
This award program recognizes schools for student-powered projects that
promote sustainability through students learning, doing, and teaching others.

8. The SC Landscape Analysis Coordinator continues to work with the regional
SEEA team to compile a database of EE contacts within our state.

9. EEASC is planning an environmental education workshop on pollinator
conservation for March, 2021, in partnership with the SC Department of
Health and Environmental Control's Champions of the Environment program.

Georgia:

Symbolic Migration Update In the August edition of this
newsletter, we announced that due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Symbolic Migration was going virtual...at least
for the submissions made by participants in Canada and
the USA. Photocopies of submissions would be made to
ship to Mexico as the delivery of the environmental lesson
and Class Ambassadors to students in Mexico could not
be done via the internet. As you can imagine with the
extra work that teachers have been asked to do with



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5bsOb4iuUo&feature=emb_logo

hybrid and virtual learning, the number of participants was lower than last year. In fact,
our number is about one-third of last year’s. In order to make the program available to
more students in Mexico, we made the decision to make three copies of every Class
Ambassador submitted. That means that every Canadian and USA participant will have
their Class Ambassador “land” in three locations in Mexico! We would like to thank the
North Carolina Arboretum for featuring Symbolic Migration as one of the activities in
their ECOEXPLORE Entomology Season. Take a look at the wonderful YouTube video
that they made for the Pollinator Badge: Butterflies (17:24) segment. Our first shipment
to Estela Romero in Mexico was made on Friday, October 30, and is scheduled to
arrive on November 4. Since schools are still not officially open this year, Estela plans
to begin her deliveries to small groups of students the following week. You can read
about and see photos from her visits on her blog site, Symbolic Monarch Migration.
The Symbolic Migration project is a partnership project between Journey North, a
program of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum, and Monarchs Across
Georgia, a committee of The Environmental Education Alliance of Georgia, a 501(c) (3)
organization. Journey North manages the interactive Symbolic Migration Participant
Maps and hosts all educational materials on the Journey North website. Monarchs
Across Georgia administers the program and is responsible for all fundraising.

Kentucky:

This month, in a two part series on December 7th and 11th, KAEE will host a Virtual
Training on Virtual Trainings for our facilitators. This is a two-part training designed for
those interested in hosting a virtual or hybrid environmental education workshop. Our
goal is to support our facilitators and help them feel comfortable moving workshops
online if 2021 requires it.

With a few weeks left to go, our #KAEE2020 crowdfunding campaign is going strong,
and we've surpassed our halfway mark. We'll officially wrap this up on December 18.
Check out our team page here to learn more!

This month we are also wrapping up a grant project about environmental education
partnership programs in Lexington, Kentucky with the Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Government (LFUCG). LFUCG has been investing in environmental education focused
on water quality and waste management in Lexington-Fayette County schools for more
than a decade. KAEE was hired to facilitate focus groups, analyze results of an online
survey, highlight best practices in environmental education as determined by research,
and share insights gained from successful programs across the country to offer
recommendations on how LFUCG can best spend future funds to support teachers and
students while achieving positive environmental outcomes.


https://www.mightycause.com/team/Kaee2020

December also marks our wrap up of the first pilot group taking our eeCredential
Professional Learning Leader courses. We are learning a lot through this process and
tweaking timelines and courses as we receive valuable feedback.

The SEEA regional landscape analysis leadership team has been hard at work planning
and designing this survey to be as effective and results driven as possible. Looking
forward to kicking this project off soon.

Alabama:

The Alabama Environmental Education Summit (AEES) is a new program whose goal is
to bring together the environmental education community of Alabama to improve our
skills at delivering inquiry-based learning with an explicit focus on diversity and
inclusion in EE. This program is made possible by a grant from the BEETLES
organization and the National Science
Foundation (NSF).

To accomplish this goal, AEES is hosting Hisbaume i
a virtual summit November 16th-19th. it B o
You are invited to be one of the
participants for this train-the-trainer
event! At this summit, participants will
learn more about the BEETLES approach
and curriculum
(http://beetlesproject.org/), learn how to
better use inquiry-based education in
your teaching, discuss ways to increase
and improve your work with diverse
audiences with T Marie King, and help to plan sharing of these new skills and ideas
with other EE providers in your region. While we all wish we could have explored these
ideas and practices outside with you, the AEES planning team has come up with some
fun and creative ways to get us not only together in front of a computer, but also
outside and strengthen the EE community in Alabama.

The summit will be held on November 16th, 17th, and 19th. Over this time span, we
will host zoom sessions for a total of 14 hrs. Below is the proposed agenda. We
recognize that everyone is busy and may be experiencing ‘zoom fatigue’, but to
succeed at improving EE in our beautiful state, we are asking for your commitment. To
recognize your commitment, we are offering a stipend to everyone who can commit to
attending the entire workshop and the follow-up event. This is a great opportunity to
learn new techniques and ideas and share them with your educational team and others
in your region. We have selected you because we know that you are committed to
excellence in the field of environmental education and we thank you for your
consideration.


https://www.kaee.org/pll_eecredential.html
https://www.kaee.org/pll_eecredential.html
http://beetlesproject.org/

NAAEE Updates

I'will love the light for it shows
me the way, yet [ will endure
the darkness for it shows me

the stars.

— 0G MANDING

Justice, Equity, Diversity, Inclusion Resources

View lists of resources curated by NAAEE and partners to help you continue your work
to inspire change in the field of EE and create a more just and sustainable future for all.

The way we think... The way we act... The way we are.

NAAEE is committed to being a champion for promoting justice, equity, diversity, and
inclusion in all aspects of our work. We believe that a wide array of perspectives allows
all organizations to be more effective, more creative, and more relevant, and we honor
the beliefs, attitudes, languages, interpersonal styles, and values of all individuals. Our
goal is to create an environment that is inclusive, respectful, and equitable, and to
employ the talents of people with different backgrounds, experiences, and
perspectives to accomplish the mission of NAAEE.

https://naaee.org/our-work/programs/justice-equity-diversity-and-inclusion



https://naaee.org/our-work/programs/justice-equity-diversity-and-inclusion

Whole School Approaches to

Climate Change Education

The Sustainability and Education Policy Network
(SEPN) recently released "Responding to Climate
Change: A Primer for K-12 Education” to provide
decision-makers with a research-based analysis of the
most effective climate change education strategies.

Climate change education poses unique challenges
and opportunities in formal education. The
Sustainability and Education Policy Network (SEPN)
(link is external)
, recently released the publication, Responding to
Climate Change: A Primer for K-12 Education
(link is external)
to provide decision makers with a research-based
analysis of the most effective climate change education strategies. SEPN discusses the
fact that though much emphasis has been placed on building students' scientific
understanding of climate change, school systems have not adqueately addressed the
social-psychological factors that influence behavior and motivate action. The approach
they put forward, the whole school approach, addresses the school-wide systems that
can each play a role in a more holistic approach to climate change education-- from
cross-curricular integration to community partnerships to governance and more.
Though much of the research focuses on Canada, many of the concepts can be applied
in a variety of school contexts. | had the opportunity to visit Saskatoon, Canada last
spring, where several schools in the city were applying elements of the whole school
approach through a program called Student Action for a Sustainable Future
(link is external)
. It was very inspiring to see elements of the whole school approach in action, and to
meet teachers who were clearly enthusiastic to participate.

https://naaee.org/eepro/blog/whole-school-approa

ches-climate-change
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Dear Affiliate Leaders,
| hope you are all doing well! | wanted to give you a quick heads up about
a project that NAAEE is initiating that we hope will be of interest across
the network. We have contracted Kathleen O'Connor, copied here, to
help us compile information on the current status of outdoor learning
advocacy efforts around the country. We wanted to try to put together a
snapshot of the work that so many of you are leading or engaged with to
help schools and school administrators think about incorporating outdoor
learning in plans to reopen schools and/or to support students and
families during remote or hybrid learning. Kathleen will be reaching out to
most of you over the next several days and weeks as she begins her
research. | hope you will be able to find time to answer her questions or
point her towards colleagues and resources that might be of value in this
effort. | know you are all super busy so | thank you in advance for your

help! Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any questions!

Warmly,
Sarah Bodor







