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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
mail to:  ABATE of WASHINGTON

PO Box 8369
Tacoma, WA 98419-0369

STATE DIRECTORY/Membership form
Unless specified otherwise, the mailing address for officers and committee heads is ABATE of Washington, P.O. Box 8369, Tacoma WA 98419-0369
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Coordinator Lyle Coyle 253-326-5201 coordinator@abate-wa.org

Senior Deputy Coordinator Scott Robinson 509-250-2001 scotth_robinson@yahoo.com
deputye@abate-wa.org

Junior Deputy Coordinator Chris Varner 360-440-1344 buellboybynight@aol.com
deputyw@abate-wa.org

Secretary Rona K. Smith 253-924-1981 secretary@abate-wa.org

Treasurer Koeta Imhof 253-845-7013 treasurer@abate-wa.org

NCOM Ambassador Sam Bonomo 253-218-5811 ambassadorncom@abate-wa.org

Ambassador at Large Dutch Phillips 253-301-7727 ambassadoratlarge@abate-wa.org
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By-laws Barb Hunter 253-223-9911 bylaws@abate-wa.org

Chaplain Ranger Ric Sander
Rod Tubbs, Asst Chaplain

Ric 509-775-2124 
Rod 360-629-5015

chaplain@abate-wa.org; rangerric21@yahoo.com
Ric - 68 State Park Rd, Republic, WA 99166 
Rod - 781 Livingston Bayshore Dr,  
Camano Island, WA 98282

Citations John Lawson 253-887-7666 citationsofficer@abate-wa.org

Communications Warner “G-Man” Gilbert 253-224-3273 com1@abate-wa.org

Insurance Mick Gillispie 253-845-7998 abatemember@comcast.net

Legislative Brian Lange 253-209-2439 legislative1@abate-wa.org

Membership Greg “Righteous” Hansen 360-229-6653 membership@abate-wa.org

Newsletter Shawn West newsletter@abate-wa.org

Parliamentarian Duward Brown 360-497-5330 parliamentarian@abate-wa.org

Products Angela Parkison 509-741-1918 products@abate-wa.org

Public Relations Brian Lange 253-209-2439 pr1@abate-wa.org

Quartermaster Rona K. Smith 253-924-1981 quartermaster@abate-wa.org

Safety & Education Program Lenny Pletsch 360-484-7226 P.O. Box 203, Nasalle,WA 98638
safety_education@abate-wa.org

Sergeant at Arms Kevin Davis

Security Jason McCarter 425-343-2554 chiefofsecurity@abate-wa.org

Spring & Fall Swap Meets Tina Lawson 253-887-7666 secretary@abate-wa.org

Spring Opener Jimmy George 253-678-1713

State Audit Open

Webmaster Leon Staub webmaster@abate-wa.org

Take Action 
Today!

JOIN NOW
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD

Mail application or
Join Online

abate-wa.org

New Membership                    1 year $30         3 year $70         5 year $105         
 Dues for  
      Life $300

Renewal Membership            1 year $25         3 year $65         5 year $100

ABATE OF WASHINGTON IS A 501(C)(4) NOT FOR PROFIT NON-CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

TODAY’S DATE CHAPTER (REFER TO DIRECTORY FOR A LIST OF CHAPTERS)

NAME OR CHECK HERE IF NO CHAPTER AFFILIATION DESIRED   
ADDRESS MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (FOR RENEWALS)

CITY, ST ZIP LAST EXPIRATION DATE

PHONE ORIGINAL JOIN DATE

EMAIL REFERRED BY MEMBER #

VOTER             Yes      No
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CHAPTER DIRECTORY
CHAPTER REP CHAPTER CONTACT BUSINESS MEETING SOCIAL MEETING
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Columbia Gorge
PO Box 357
Goldendale, WA 98620

Micki Robinson 
509-250-2245
mickij_robinson@yahoo.com

2nd Monday 7:00 PM
American Legion 
108 North Grant, Goldendale, WA 98620

Columbia River
148 N James Ave
East Wenatchee, WA 98802

Keith Parkison
509-760-3199
mhdragger@gmail.com

1st Thursday 7:00 PM
Godfather’s Pizza
1041 N Wenatchee Ave WA 98801

6:00 PM social prior to business 
meeting

Grant County
P.O. Box 1392
Moses Lake, WA 98837

Susan Carson
206-612-2555
nhragirl2010@gmail.com

3rd Wednesday 7:00 PM
American Legion
276 8th Ave NW, Ephrata, WA 98823

Inland Empire
PO Box 40474
Spokane, WA 99220

Seth McIntosh
509-991-5400
sethmc@hotmail.com

2nd Saturday 10:00 AM
Illinois Ave Bar & Grill
1403 East Illinois Ave, Spokane, WA

Kittitas County
P.O. Box 1724
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Joe Hill 
509-929-0729
papahill.66@gmail.com

1st Tuesday 6:00 PM Business meeting
Buzz Inn Steakhouse
2202 South Canyon Road, Ellensburg, WA

5:30 PM social prior to business 
meeting

Tri-Cities Chapter
112 W 21st Ave
Kennewick, WA 99337

Kat Bolton
(509) 430-9688 
kathi_young@msn.com

2nd Thursday 6:30 PM
The Sports Page Tavern
6 S. Cascade St. Kennewick, WA 99337

6 PM social prior to business 
meeting
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Elk Country
PO Box 1835
Morton, WA 98356

Brian Lange
253-209-2439
elkcountryabate@yahoo.com

1st Sunday at 12:00 noon
Moose Lodge
102 Main Ave., Morton, WA 98356

Grays Harbor
PO Box 1032
Aberdeen, WA 98520

Don Florek
360-533-7900
gutterguy67@yahoo.com

2nd Wednesday 6:30 PM
40 et 8
2313 Simpson Ave., Aberdeen, WA 98520

Lewis County
P.O. Box 1108 
Centralia, WA 98531

Terry Butler 
360-269-0041
lewiscountyabate@yahoo.com 

2nd & 4th Wed 7:00 PM 
Moose Lodge
Centralia, WA

Pacific County
P.O. Box 203 
Naselle, WA 98638

Lenny Pletsch
360-484-7226 
lenny@wwest.net

1st Sunday 10:00 AM 
Hunter’s Inn
1060 State Route 4, Naselle, WA 98638
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East Pierce County 
PO Box 1348 
Sumner, WA 98390

Mic Cain
253-405-3000
mic_cain@yahoo.com

1st Sunday 10:00 AM 
Buckley Eagles
29021 SR 410 E, Buckley, WA 98321

Rat City
PO Box 46033
Seattle, WA 98146

James Hemmingsen 
206-450-6555
james.hemmingsen@gmail.com

2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM Business meeting
The White Center Pizza & Spaghetti House
10231 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98146

6:00 PM social prior to business 
meeting

South King County
P.O. Box 1931 
Auburn, WA 98071-1931

Pete Fox
253-632-0173
peteandayla@yahoo.com

1st Monday 7:00 PM 
The Longhorn BBQ
635 C St SW, Auburn, WA 98001

Spanaway
PO Box 154 
Spanaway, WA 98387

Billy De Hunter
253-223-5393
wcfango3@hotmail.com

1st Tuesday 7:00 PM
Uncle Sam’s American Bar & Grill
16003 Pacific Ave. S, Spanaway, WA 98387

10:00 AM agenda planning mtg
Sunday prior to business mtg

Star Lake
P.O. Box 1344
Milton, WA 98354 

Kate Scott
206-450-8425
krscott13@msn.com

1st Sunday 10 AM
Brickyard Pub
28845 Military Rd S, Federal Way, WA 98003

Tacoma 
PO Box 98178
Lakewood, WA 98498

Steve Carlsberg 
360-402-5044
redngold1@msn.com

1st Wednesday 7:00 PM
VFW Post #969 
3510 McKinley Ave East, Tacoma, WA 98404
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North Snohomish County
P.O. Box 1288 
Marysville, WA 98270

Jason McCarter 
425-343-2554 
jaybrdm@yahoo.com

3rd Sunday 11:00 AM
Everett Eagles (F.O.E. #13)
1216 Broadway, Everett, WA

Sky Valley
P.O. Box 784 
Snohomish, WA 98291

Rod Hobelman 
425-330-4258 
hdreddog92@aol.com

2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Eagles FOE #195
606 Maple Ave, Snohomish, WA 98290

1st Tuesday of the month Bike 
Show meeting same place at 7pm
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Key Peninsula
P.O. Box 602
Burley, WA 98322

Jay Jackson
253-884-1909
jayj1251@gmail.com

2nd Thursday 7:00 PM 
Horseshoe Lake Golf Course
1250 SW Clubhouse Ct, Port Orchard, WA 98367

3rd Thursday 7:00 PM
Location varies (determined at busi-
ness meeting)

Mason County
PO Box 213
Shelton, WA 98584

Dave “Bottles” Childers
360-490-1399
dchilders@pugetsound.edu

1st Wednesday 7:00 PM Business meeting
Taylor Station Restaurant
62 SE Lynch Rd Shelton, WA 98584

6:00 PM social prior to business 
meeting

North Kitsap
PO Box 5831 
Bremerton, WA 98312

Jim McVey 
360-340-2228
buellboybynight@aol.com

1st Wed 7:00 PM 
Silverdale All Star Lanes & Restaurant Atrium
10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale, WA 98383

North Olympic
P.O. Box 3745 
Sequim, WA 98382

Neil Eckerson 
360-683-8598 
eckersonc@olypen.com

3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Las Palomas 
1085 E. Washington St., Sequim, WA 98382

Olympia
P.O. Box 7129 
Olympia, WA 98507-7129

Robbie Thompson
360-888-5137
robbietaboo@gmail.com

1st Thurs 6PM Social hour, 7pm Business Mtg
Tea Leaf II
4646 Pacific Ave SE, Lacey, WA 98503

3rd Thurs Time/Place TBD

SEND UPDATES OR CORRECTIONS TO SECRETARY@ABATE-WA.ORG; WEBMASTER@ABATE-WA.ORG; NEWSLETTER@ABATE-WA.ORG June 2017    3
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ABATE of Washington 
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CONTACT US
ADDRESS CHANGES 
Email membership@abate-wa.org
or call Greg at (360) 229-6653
or complete form on back cover

CONTACT THE EDITOR
Email newsletter@abate-wa.org

FEEDBACK 
We want to hear from you. Do you  
have ideas how we might improve this 
newsletter? Is there something you  
would like to see here that isn’t here now?  
Send comments and suggestions to  
newsletter@abate-wa.org

SUBMIT A LETTER, ARTICLE, 
PHOTO OR FLYER
See submission guidelines, page 23

ADVERTISE IN FREEDOM
Email newsletter@abate-wa.org
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CALENDAR

ABATE is an organization 
dedicated to Freedom of the Road, 
raising public awareness through 
education, political and community 
action and charitable deeds. 
Membership is open to anyone, 
18 years or older, interested in 
promoting freedom, whether or not 
you own or ride a motorcycle. 

INSIDE June 2017

Cover: Spring Opener Flyer

JUNE

 2 Spring Opener, 
ABATE of N. Idaho

 3 5th Annual Throw and Roll, 
Freedom Seekers MC

10 Brewery Run, 
Star Lake Chapter

10 Spring Opener Primer Party, 
East Pierce County Chapter

10 Rides and Rods Rally, 
North Kitsap Chapter

11 State Swap Meet, 
ABATE of Oregon

16 Flat Mattress Run, 
Grays Harbor Chapter

22 Spring Opener, 
ABATE of Washington

23 Spring Opener Poker Run, 
Spanaway Chapter

Continued on page 23
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7 Great Reasons To Call Max Meyers

I called Max after my accident, and he gave me valuable, free advice on what 
to do and more importantly, what not to do. After trying to tackle the insurance 
(by myself) and get myself into shape for a couple of months, I had had enough and hired 
Max to help me with the legal stu�, so that I could focus on getting back physically and 
mentally to where I was before the accident. He did a superb job with what I wanted him 
to do, and I can whole-heartedly recommend him. - Paul Hallanoro

Being involved in a vehicle accident is a stressful time and dealing with insurance can 
sometimes be even more so. I decided to hire Max, on a recommendation from a friend, just 
so that I was being fairly treated by the insurance companies. Max explained the process 
and what to expect at our first meeting. In the end Max came through, did every 
thing he promised, and I received more compensation than I was ever expecting. 
Would I recommend Max Meyers Law to someone else? Absolutely! - Martin Larsen 

While on his way home from work on his motorcycle, my 
husband had a pick up truck turn in front of him causing 
a catastrophic accident. A fellow Harley rider came to me 
and spoke very highly about Max Meyers. I called Max the 
morning after the accident and he came to the hospital 
to talk with us. Max showed true compassion as we 
spoke about the accident and made us feel completely 
at ease. It felt like we were talking with a friend. 
We hired Max immediately! Whenever we called Max 
with a question, it was Max that answered the phone and 
he always had an answer! We are very pleased with the 
outcome and highly recommend Max Meyers!  - Kristi and 
Rickey Freeman

I would definitely recommend Max to other bikers. He 
understands what we are looking for and the lifestyle 
we live. He definitely fights for the biker and 
fights against the insurance company. I would 
definitely recommend Max. - ADG Switch
  

Max aggressively and professionally pursued an excellent se�lement for my 
case. He was very responsive and informative whenever I had any questions. 
I couldn't be more pleased having hired him. He's definitely an asset to his profession and 
worked very hard to represent my best interests. - Tonya Capps

Max was great to work with!! He kept me up to date with my case and returned my calls 
quickly. He treated me as a friend, not just another client. I could not imagine 
ge�ing through all of this without him! If I ever need any legal advice or 
representation he will be my first phone call. I would highly recommend him to my friends 
and family without question! Thanks again Max! - Wade Harris

Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a 
crosswalk was a pretty ugly experience, but the legal 
end of it doesn't have to be noxious. Write down this 
pro tip for se�ling auto (and especially motorcycle) 
road accident cases: just phone Max.
I was referred to Max Meyers Law by a trusted friend, 
fellow rider and writer Dave Preston. Pretty sure I owe 
Dave dinner for that. Dave wrote the book ("Motorcycle 
101") on basic street motorcycle skills, and Max wrote 
the book on getting through an accident recovery with 
your body repaired and your wallet intact. It's called 
"Motorcycle Accident Secrets Unlocked."

He runs a small shop; you get his personal a�ention, 
and he carefully walks you through every detail of 
your case. He also understands motorcycle accident 
litigation like no one else in Washington. Thanks Max 
Meyers Law. Truly outstanding work. - Jack Lewis
(www.jaxworx.com)

Personal Injury • Motorcycle Accidents

Call the LOCAL attorney
who wrote the 

“Accident Secrets 
Unlocked” book 

series for 
Washington residents.

Car Accident

Clients’ Choice
2016

www.mmlattorney.com

8750 122nd Ave NE, Kirkland, WA 98033 | 425-276-6441

www.mmlattorney.comwww.mmlattorney.com

Our mission is to deliver the best legal representation to victims of 
motorcycle accidents throughout Washington State.

Where Accident Victims Get Help

Where Accident Victims Get Help

Max Meyers

Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a 
crosswalk was a pretty ugly experience, but the legal crosswalk was a pretty ugly experience, but the legal 
end of it doesn't have to be noxious. end of it doesn't have to be noxious. Write down this Write down this 

Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a 
crosswalk was a pretty ugly experience, but the legal crosswalk was a pretty ugly experience, but the legal 
end of it doesn't have to be noxious. end of it doesn't have to be noxious. 

Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a 
crosswalk was a pretty ugly experience, but the legal crosswalk was a pretty ugly experience, but the legal 
end of it doesn't have to be noxious. end of it doesn't have to be noxious. 

Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a Getting rear-ended on a motorcycle while stopped at a 

Order your FREE book:
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OFFICER REPORTS
From the State Coordinator
Lyle Coyle

	 Well, we have been talking politics for the last few months and we don’t want 
to completely stop right now but we have what is probably the best biker party in 
Washington state coming up and this is the week a lot of people have been waiting 
for. An event that should have something for just about anyone who enjoys the 
motorcycle lifestyle. That’s right it’s time for Spring Opener 2017 where there 
will be a bike raffle with more bikes, gun raffle with more guns, poker run, tattoo 
contest, bike games, bike show, the best in live music, vendors and much more.

	 There has been a tremendous amount of time and work that has went into 
creating this event. The most important reason for spring opener is to raise money 
for our legislative efforts but there is another almost as important reason to attend, 
camaraderie among the motorcycle community, coming together to have a great 
time and to leave the hum drum world behind for a few days. So if you have not 

purchased a ticket yet do so now from one of the local chapters or this link http://www.abate-wa.org/Events/Tickets that will be 
active until June 20th 8:30 PM and after that you will have to purchase them at the gate. The gate will open at noon sharp for 
the public. Please do not show up before unless you want to wait in line outside the gate till it is officially open. The reason for 
this is we have vendors and other items to get in place before everyone comes in and it is hard to handle everything at one time 
so please give us till noon on Thursday before you try to come in. If you are one of the people that want to show up before the 
event you will have to pay the ranch for camping each day that you are there.

	 Here are a couple other things to keep in mind, camp fires are allowed in designated fire pits that the ranch has installed (they 
have installed more out in the open area) or a fire pit that you bring with you that must have legs so it is off the ground. If you 
bring your own it is asked that when you dump them out you either put the ashes in one of their fire pits or make sure they are 
completely out and put them in a garbage bag. If the ranch has to clean them up off the ground they will only be allowed in 
the permanent fire pits after that so it’s your call. As usual there are NO PETS ALLOWED service animals only and even then 
you have some strict rules to follow, they must be on a leash at all times, you must pick up any dog poop they deposit on the 
ground, do not let them pee on any bike, tent, or property that is not yours, they have to be quite, in past years we have been 
somewhat lenient but this year if it is not a service animal (and were not stupid) you will be told to leave friend or not. Every 
pet lover out there does not want to leave their pets at home but they do for the good of others and it’s the rule. If you like to 
fight or get in peoples face this is not an event for you, we want everyone to have as much fun as possible and enjoy the event 
and that is hard to do if you have someone walking around with a chip on their shoulder so if you are one of these people 
and cause problems Phoenix Security will remove you. We want everyone to attend the opener and have fun and help the 
motorcycle community.

	 SEE YOU THERE!

ABATE of Washington 
Board of Directors & Executive Committee Meetings

BOD 

(starts at 12pm, except Oct 10am) 
July 22, Columbia River Chapter 

Oct 22, Kittitas Chapter

ECOM
June 10th (11 am at Dennys Restaurant, 20420 Mountain HWY East, Spanaway)

September 10 (11am at Johnny’s at Fife)
November 19th (11am at Johnny’s at Fife)
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OFFICER REPORTS
Senior Deputy Coordinator
Scott Robinson

	 Members, one of the drawbacks to being a state officer is seeing all the information 
in regards to motorcycle accidents and deaths from all the reporting agencies. Brothers 
and Sisters ride safe and be diligent in regards to own safety there are so many people 
out there who have no concern for your well being. We have a challenge with the 
WSP and other folks who claim to keep us safe. When will they really start trying to 
protect us? When will they come to an accident scene with an open mind. When will 
they realize we are all mothers, fathers and respectable people who need their support 
as much as they need ours. We have answers to the problems with traffic congestion. 
We have answers to safer travel. We have answers for fuel economy. When will 
they listen? As ABATE moves forward in our fight for legislative rights we need to 
continue to bring these points to the table.
	 Here comes the Spring Opener. Man, I want a nice hot weekend for the camping 
trip. Hope to see you all there and when I win the bike this year be happy. Come out 
and support this event which builds our war chest with the funds needed to get more 

rooms for the Governor Hotel and pay for more ads on Black Thursday. Washington ABATE continues to climb the ladder in 
the fight for our rights. Support the Spring Opener.
	 We have so many chapters these days it is hard to find a weekend when one or the other is not running an event. If you get the 
time make an effort to attend other chapter events. Besides being with Brothers and Sisters all know it is good for ABATE . 
	 RIDE SAFE. The count goes up every day so do not become a number.

Junior Deputy Coordinator
Chris Varner

	 Hello everyone. Just a quick note. I know the busy time of the year is upon us for 
rides and events. There is a lot of planning and getting the word out for these events. 
Don’t forget to invite your legislators. Keep in touch with them during the off season. 
	 Safety is a big part of ABATE. Make sure you give your scoots a good once over if 
you haven’t been riding in a while. Tires and tire pressures, lights, brakes, ect... 
	 Spring Opener is a month away so get out there and sell some tickets. Put up flyers if 
you haven’t already and spread the word. The Spring Opener committee has gone above 
and beyond to make this work. Let’s do our part to support them.
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Legislative Affairs Officer
Brian Lange

LEGISLATIVE NEWS

	 June 2017 Legislative Report

	 I received and email this morning from the Motorcycle Action Group in the UK. 
The MAG is a Motorcycle Rights Organization run by volunteers and working 
to “promote and defend” motorcyclists rights. Much like ABATE does here in 
Washington State. In the email there was a link to a website called The Motorcycle 
Framework (motorcycleframework.co.uk). I was curious when I saw it was sponsored 
by the British government’s transportation arm as well as their National Police Chiefs 
Council. I have to admit that I expected it to be a much more “this is what we have 

to do to deal with motorcycles” so of website. After taking a brief look I was surprised to see how different it was from what I 
was expecting. 

	 It was refreshing to see such an in-depth series of documents that actually supported the motorcycling community and 
the benefits of motorcycles to the overall transportation scheme. Some of the statements absolutely did not sound like a 
government endorsed document. But, rather like a document ABATE or some other MRO might have written to a government 
body seeking relief from transportation issues.

	 Here is just one excerpt from the section entitled Motorcycles as a Practical Solution. “It is entirely possible that the existing 
unwillingness to fully incorporate motorcycling into mainstream transport policies stems from a perception that motorcycling 
represents nothing but a safety problem; that in a wider societal sense, motorcycling doesn’t matter, that wider society would 
not miss motorcycles or scooters if they were removed from the roads. This thinking needs to be reconsidered and negativity 
removed – at all levels.”

	 I put the emphasis on that last sentence because it actually shocked me to read it. It means (at least in Britain) that someone 
actually ‘gets it’. As I read through more of the sections of this website I decided to see if any of it would be truly useful in our 
current efforts in the legislature. I seriously doubt that I could have put it any better to describe our overall problem getting 
what we want done than these words from an English website does. 
	 “The success of any transport policy depends largely and considerably on a systematic approach, without favouring
	   arbitrarily one or other transport mode, and at the same time applying realistic and economically viable principles such as:
		  Fair and equal access between and within ALL transport modes
		  Freedom of choice by users/business and accordingly the respect of the right to select the most appropriate transport
			   mode for individual mobility needs
		  Transport and mobility efficiency, encouraging the most suitable and effective mode of transport according to the
			   circumstances
		  Integration of motorcycles, as well as other vulnerable road users, in transport and urban policy plans
		  Failure to consider all modes of transport, including motorcycling, denies the opportunity to create fully rounded
			   transport policies, which are relevant to all who need to use transport for differing purposes and in widely
			   varying circumstances. This narrow approach to transport policy also fails to maximise the opportunities that
			   exist to reduce urban traffic congestion and pollution – an area where motorcycles can play a significant role.”

	 If ABATE and the rest of the motorcycling community in Washington State could get the DOT to look at us the way the 
previous paragraphs state our push to protect our Rights to ride in a manner that we choose to be appropriate would be so much 
easier. Currently there doesn’t really appear to be much of a desire to truly incorporate two wheeled transportation more fully 
into our current practice. It seems that in Washington State, especially the DOL and the WSP to a lesser degree the DOT, there 
is still the “perception that motorcycling represents nothing but a safety problem.” That would explain why virtually every bill 
ABATE has helped to introduce; the WSP and the DOL have been sitting in opposition to our bills. I actually have little doubt 
that most in the WSP and the DOL believe “that in a wider societal sense, motorcycling doesn’t matter, that wider society 
would not miss motorcycles or scooters if they were removed from the roads.” They may possibly even find the idea of society 
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without motorcycles to be a pleasing thing. Sadly for them, we aren’t going anywhere soon.

	 In order to change the thinking in the agencies, and some of those in the legislature, we may need to focus our efforts on 
removing the negativity, and showing the legislators a different societal image where motorcycles as well as “other vulnerable 
road users” are successfully integrated into a transportation plan that provides “fair and equal access between and within ALL 
transport modes.” This is not what seems to be the transportation plan we currently are dealing with. 

	 At present the two main goals of the transportation planners seems to be to reach their goal of zero serious injuries or 
fatalities by 2030, and to place priority on public transportation. That would explain why state wide highway maintenance 
is budgeted for only a fraction of the money budgeted for ferries and Sound Transit’s light rail system. Two wheeled 
transportation (as well as three wheelers) has been relegated to representing “nothing but a safety problem.” It is our duty 
to change that perception if we want to continue to in our lifestyle and enjoy the freedom to travel and to “select the most 
appropriate transport mode for individual mobility needs.” 

	 Catch you on the road sometime.
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CHAPTER REPORTS

Sky Valley Chapter
From HIGHWAYMAN (ROGER HANSON), DEPUTY COORDINATOR

	 SNOHOMISH - Well we are now into full swing of 
the ridding season and we are all heading for the “Spring 
Opener”! I hope to see a lot of friends there old and new. By 
the reading of this our chapter has already put on the Sky 
Valley Bike Show in Snohomish and I’m praying that the 
weather was good! I know if you went you had a great time, 
as it it always a lot of fun. I’m looking at Cat’s reports on bike 
accidents so far this year and wow, time for everyone to take 
it easy! And time for all you driving cars to watch for us! As I 
sit here in the rain looking forward to some ridding weather I 
wish all of you safe journey’s throughout the year.
	 Not much else to report this month, so I’ll just say, “See you 
in the wind.”   

Chapter Rep Region 5 
From JAY JACKSON, CHAPTER REP 5

Chapter Rep Area 5

	 Here we go again!  I have been asked questions by ABATE 
members when traveling around about what’s going on with 
the voting process at the state Board of Director meetings.  It 
seems to be getting more confusing all the time so I have to 
go back to BASICS.
	 A.B.A.T.E. of Washington—A Brotherhood Against 
Totalitarian Enactments is an organization formed under 
the Washington Nonprofit Corporation Act (RCW 24.03).  
As such it is required to follow the Washington Non Profit 
Handbook and the bylaws of the corporation.
	 The purpose of ABATE is (1) to promote motorcycle 
safety education programs, motorcycle awareness programs, 
and motorcycle rider training programs; (2) to promote fair 
motorcycle legislation, to prevent enactment or work to repeal 
existing unfair motorcycle legislation; (3) exercise all rights, 
powers, and privileges conferred on nonprofit corporations 
enumerated by RCW 24.03.035.
	 ABATE is a member based organization made up of 
individual Chapters in various locations across the state for 
members’ convenience to actively participate.
	 The Coordinator of each Chapter is the members’ 
representative to the Board of Directors. Each Board member 
has one vote in making the decisions that run the organization.
	 The Board has Executive officers elected by the Members. 
The Executive officers are; Coordinator, Deputy Coordinators, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and one member for every five chapters.  
(According to the revised bylaws adopted in 1982.)  The 
bylaws currently on-line are very different.  These members 
form the Executive COMMITTEE.  Their duty is to manage 
the business of the corporation between the quarterly Board 
of Director meetings. The committee is supposed to keep a 
full and accurate account of its proceedings and transactions 
which shall be reported to the Board of Directors.  Their 
actions can be changed by the Board of Directors at any board 
meeting.  [Please review the duties and responsibilities of 
committees in Robert’s Rules or  another resource.}
	 It seems to many members that the current Executive 
Committee has become totalitarian in its actions.  Long time 
ABATE members question what is going on with the State 
board.  I can’t answer them very well but they do deserve a 
good clear answer.
	 Since there are reportedly 23 Chapters in Washington now 
and 7 Executive officers, those 7 individuals can control any 
vote to go the direction they want it to.  They can in effect 
wipe out the votes of the Chapter Members.  
	 When ABATE of Washington started there were 16 
Chapters and the Executive board members were coordinators 
of those Chapters and it was determined that those officers’ 

votes were necessary for a full representation of the members.  
At this time it has been stated that some of the executive 
officers are Independent members.  It has also been stated 
that Independent ABATE members can only vote in elections 
for state officers.  How can they have a vote on conducting 
the business of ABATE of Washington by being an executive 
officer?  Why should those 7 people have the potential to 
erase the will of the thousand plus Chapter members? Where 
are the bylaws that make this possible?  Those changes 
haven’t been voted on by the chapters in the ten years I have 
been an active ABATE member.  Can YOU show me when 
the bylaws were changed?  Did you know bylaw amendments 
are supposed to be recorded with the government?  Did 
you know that bylaws and changes are part of the corporate 
records of every nonprofit corporation? 
	 I can’t answer these questions but I and many other 
members do believe they are worthy of consideration and 
explanation.
	 Ride in Freedom!   

Pacific County Chapter
From LENNY PLETSCH, COORDINATOR 

	 NASELLE - Well, we just tied up the last couple things for 
our “101 run” and we were able to raise $844 for the boys & 
girls club here in Pacific Co. Sure wish better weather gets 
here soon, i’d like to dry out but it’s looking like it’s going to 
be wet this year. Looking forward to spring opener and seeing 
old friends while making new ones. Getting things tied up so 
I can ride later. It’s been along day, so till next time.   
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Olympia Chapter
From ROBBIE THOMPSON, COORDINATOR

	 LACEY - Having an event at the end of the month makes for 
a late round of thank yous. The Olympia Bike Blessing went off 
without a hitch and a great time was had by many. This event 
would not have happened without Dan McNamara. With the help 
from Cindy Harris we stayed on schedule and all of the things 
that needed to get done, got done. And having Angela Hyatt run 
the books we made sure that all of the bills got paid and that we 
were organized not only at the door but at the hall. Thank you 
goes to Paul Zimmerman for making sure the venue was paid and 
that tickets got sold. The biggest thank you goes to the Olympia 
Chapter by making this a team effort. Thank you to Society’s 
Deviants MC for running road guard and making sure we all got 
there safe. 
	 Now that April is over and now May, man, time flies! It is now 
time for the Spring Opener on the 22nd. I hope to see you there! 
	 Just a heads up, I have Spring Opener tickets available as well 
as the gun and bike tickets.    

Olympia Bike Blessing, Abbott giving a prayer before the blessing

Spanaway Chapter
From BILLY DE HUNTER, COORDINATOR

	 SPANAWAY - Well, Spring Opener is getting close. I hope 
everyone is selling raffle tickets. This is how we pay for our 
legislation efforts. Lets hope we get good results next year 
as each year we keep getting closer and closer to having our 
issues passed into law. We will never give up.
	 Our chapter is proud to announce that we joined the MRF 
and suggest all other chapters to join as well. It’s a worthy 
cause.
	 Our road clean up went extremely well thank you to the 25 
members for pitching in and making it go faster. We picked 
up 91 bags of garbage in our two miles of Mountain Highway 
7. Tacoma ABATE cleaned theirs the same day their two 
miles connects with ours so for four miles passing cars and 
bikes saw Washington ABATE on the job of giving back 
to the community. It was a good day. I would also like to 
acknowledge Amber Sullivan for heading up our road clean 
up. She did a bang up job.
	 Spanaway ABATE would like to welcome our two new 
sergeant at arms Dave Lewis and Garry Crouse. I’m sure they 
will do a good job. Thank you George Dickman for your two 
years of serving.
	 We had our second John K Memorial run and what a great 
ride Andy had for us. We had a great spot for a group picture 
and fun route with lots of curves and good stops. Thank you 
Andy McAfee.
	 Our Easter services and bike blessing at Uncle Sam’s 
Bar & Grill were the same as always lots of bikes and 
lots of happy riders. Thanks goes out to Band of Brothers 
Preacher for holding services and blessing all our bikes you 
are appreciated. After the bike blessing Shirley headed up 
an Adult Easter egg hunt all eggs had prizes in them to my 
amazement it was very successful. Way to go Shirley.
	 Will and Laurie and some other members from the Moses 
Lake area in our chapter did the Spring Opener poker pre-ride 
along with Pops all reports back from the ride say it will be a 
monumental ride. It is all set up. Thank you Will and the rest 
for setting it up.
	 Our pig out run has been canceled so we can go on the Mt. 
St. Helen’s memorial run with our Brothers and Sisters in Elk 
Country. They were both scheduled for the same day. Let pray 
for sunny weather.
	 We had another member injured by a drunk driver with no 
license and no insurance. Please keep Natasha Mossey in your 
prayers. Please keep your eyes open and be alert out there we 
have lots of riding and partying to do.   

Inland Empire Chapter
From SHAWN WEST, CHAPTER SECRETARY

	 SPOKANE - Yah know? I could really get used to these filler 
sized chapter reports. Lucky for me the report on our Awareness 
Ride from May 13th won’t be ready until the July issue with some 
pics included. But the sneak peak is that it was a great success 
with the rain only falling while at the stops and not on the road.
	 Our chapter meeting this month is on the 10th. We’ve got some 
open time coming up for new chapter events so pitch your ideas! 
	 As always give a wave when we see you on the road.   

June 2017    15



CHAPTER REPORTS
Tacoma Chapter
From LEON “TREAD” STAUB, COORDINATOR

	 TACOMA - During May Tacoma Chapter hosted the 
annual Roll ‘Em Out run and our Tattered Flag flag run. 
We’ve seen members traveling on other runs and making the 
most of the mostly rainy weather. As the weather warms and 
dries we’ve got plenty of runs coming up through the summer 
with Spring Opener in June and Tacoma’s Lost Brother’s and 
Sister’s Campout during August 18th-20th. So please mark 
your calendars! 
	 For those who made it on the Roll ‘Em Out run, we had 
a great ride over the Narrows Bridge through Bremerton, 
Brinnon, Hoodsport and finally back through Olympia to 
Nisqually to finish out the event. We had a great time and 
the weather cooperated with us. Thank you to all those who 
helped in making sure we had a successful ride and especially 
to our Road Captain Tony for leading us on a great route. 
	 Tattered Flag was May 21st and the righteous relic, The 
Tattered Flag, has changed hands to the new winner. Our 
former Coordinator Steve Carlsberg passes it along for the 
next winner. 
	 Hopefully the weather clears and warms and we get lots of 
riding in. Come and join the fun and hang out with Tacoma 
Chapter!   

Key Peninsula Chapter
From GLENYCE JACKSON, CHAPTER SECRETARY

	 PURDY - Where is Spring? I’m thinking it sprung away 
that one day in early May. Oh well, the long johns and flannel 
shirts had to come back out and the rain gear is getting lots of 
use this year. Sure glad I got that nice bright safety green rain 
jacket at the Silent Auction in Monroe in March!
	 Key Peninsula Chapter will have its Annual Run on 
Saturday and the weather man says good weather this 
weekend. It will be a success according the Run Chair Jerry. 
There are lots of prizes for this and that. The Chapter will 
keep busy the next couple of months visiting other Chapter’s 
events so we will probably see you on the road someplace. 
	 In August we will hit it hard again with a Summer Swap 
Meet to get set for fall and the famous Brewery Run. Swap 
Meets are so much fun we can hardly wait and it will be 
HOT! The Brewery Run Chairs have worked out a new route 
again. New Breweries keep popping up so the run never goes 
flat or stale.
	 Enjoy the beautiful Pacific Northwest Riding season safely. 
We want everyone to keep the shiny side up! Sunshine, 
rainbows, and gentle breezes keep your rides delightful!
	 Ride safe, Ride free!   

Columbia Gorge Chapter
From DOUG BOWERS, CHAPTER LAO

	 GOLDENDALE - Our business meeting was held on 
May 8th. Work continues on the Festival of Wheels with 
the addition of the flat track races. Practice will be Saturday 
with races Sunday. For full information see the website 
“festivalofwheels.info”. 
	 In the first week of May we’ve had 2 fatalities on Klickitat 
County roads along with several Life Flight injuries. It’s time 
to think about riding skills, don’t ride over your head and 
comfort level. Group riding: if the leader is going faster than 
you feel good about there’s no shame in backing off, there’s 
no trophies for going down and taking someone else with you. 
Don’t fall into the trap of watching the rider in front of you, 
look beyond. Here in the Gorge we’ve got many narrow rock 
walled roads, watch for rock and dirt and let the rider behind 
you know. 
	 Keep the pressure on with the legislators. Senate Resolution 
154 preventing profiling is important to all of us as well as 
putting the brakes on the EPA’s E15 fuel distribution. Just 
because it’s summer we can’t stop contacting our legislators. 
	 Have fun, be safe.   

North Kitsap Chapter
From DEBBIE MCVEY, CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

	 POULSBO - Not much to say this month except really 
we’re excited and ready for Spring Opener!! Looking forward 
to rocking out with some great bands, re-acquainting with 
friends, pigging out on some good food and having a great 
time participating in all the bike games! Looking forward to 
seeing you all there!
	 The 9th Annual Washington Youth Academy Rides and 
Rods Rally is on Saturday, June 10th starting at 10 a.m. and 
it begins at Pendergast Park, 1199 Union Avenue, Bremerton. 
There is a donation request of $15 + $5 for a passenger. Kick 
stands up at 11 a.m. and ending at Brothers PowerSports, 
5205 1st Street, Bremerton at 1:30 p.m. This is a great fund 
raiser to be involved in. Let us see if we can exceed last years 
participants!
	 Please join us at our next general meeting on June 3rd, 7:00 
p.m. at the All Star Lanes and Casino, 10710 Silverdale Way 
NW, Silverdale. 
	 Nicer riding weather is hopefully on its way, so stay safe 
out there!   

16    June 2017  “Dedicated to FREEDOM of the Road”



June 2017    17



NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALLBIG  SMALL

Get a Quote
1-800-ASPHALT (1-800-277-4258)

www.roadspavingasphalt.com

DRIVEWAYS | PARKING LOTS | PRIVATE ROADS | PATCHING & REPAIR | AND MORE
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UST

11-13 East Pierce County - Independence Run

12 Key Peninsula - Summer Swap Meet

12 South King County - Fun Run

18-20 Tacoma Chapter - Lost Brothers & Sisters Campout

19-20 Columbia Gorge Chapter - Festival of Wheels

25-27 East Pierce County - Teddy Bear Run & Campout
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JULY
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23 Star Lake Chapter - Run for the Hills
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