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STATE DIRECTORY/Membership form

Unless specified otherwise, the mailing address for officers and commities heads is ABATE of Washington, P.0. Box 8369, Tacoma WA 38419-0369
Coordinator Lyle Coyle 253-326-5204 coordinator@abate-wa.org
Westside Deputy Coordinator Mike Campbell 253-606-9365 deputywi@abate-wa.org
g 253-B62-1753 570T1@msn.com
E Eastside Deputy Coordinator Scott Robinson 509-250-20041 scotth_robinson@yahoo.com
E deputyei@abate-wa.org
=]
g Secretary Rona K. Smith 253-924-1981 secretary@abate-wa.org
E Treasurer Hoeta Imhof 253-845-7013 treasureri@abate-wa.org
NCOM Ambassador Donnie Ahola 253-3T6-B643 ambassadorncom@abate-wa.org
Ambassador at Large Crutch Phillips 253-301-T727 ambassadoratiarge @abate-wa.org
By-laws Barb Hunter 253-223-9911 bylaws&abate-wa_org
Chaplain Ranger Ric Sander Ric 509-775-2124  chaplain@abate-wa.org; rangerric21@yahoo.com
Rod Tubbs, Asst Chaplain Rod 360-629-5015 Ric- &8 State Park Rd, Republic, WA 99166
Rod - 781 Livingston Bayshore Dr,
Camano Island, WA 98282
Citations John Lawson 253-8B87-Tob6 citationsofficer@abate-wa.org
Communications Warner “G-Man” Gilbert 253-224-3273 coml@abate-wa.org
Insurance Mick Gillispie 253-845-7998 abatemember@comcast_net
g Legislative Brian Lange 253-200-2439 legislativel@abate-wa.org
E Membership Greg “Righteous™ Hansen 360-229-6653 membership@abate-wa.org
0
w Newsletter Tina Lawson 253-B87-T666 newsletter@abate-wa.org
E Parliamentarian Duward Brown 360-497-5330 pariamentarian@abate-wa.org
= Products Angela Parkison 509-741-1918 products@abate-wa.org
EI Public Relations Brian Lange 253-209-2439 pri@abate-wa.org
ﬁ Quartermaster lay Frasler 253-862-1481 quartermaster®abate-wa.org
un
Safety & Education Program Lenny Pletsch I60-484-T226 P.0r. Box 203. Nasalle WA 98638
safety_sducation@abate-wa.org
Sergeant at Arms Tim Wilkins 253-2T8-T228 tjwB638@yahoo.com
Security lason McCarter 425-343-2554 chiefofsecurity@abate-wa.org
Spring & Fall Swap Meets Rona K. Smith 253-924-1981 secretary@abate-wa.org
Spring Openar Jimimy George 253-6TB-1713
State Audit Open
Webmaster Leon Staub webmaster@abate-wa.org
i MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION :
! maiL To: ABATE of WASHINGTON !
Take (ction 1 PO Box 8369 1
Today! : Tacoma, WA 98419-0369 :
JOIN NOW ! New Membership O41 vear $30 [z years70 15 year $105 '
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD : -
) ! Renewal Membership Oiyearszs [O3ayearsss  [5 year 5100 '
Mail application or ! '
Join Online ! PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY !
) TODAYS DNATE CHAFTER I
' '
Paypa’ M CHECH HERE IF INDEPENDENT 0 '
Accepted |\ H
= Eb;ul-t.r 1 ADDRESS MEMBEERSHF NUMBER (REMEWALS| Il
.Dlg L} r
i 1 I
o y iy, 5T 2P LAST EXFIRATION DATE i
[ [
Ems ORIGIMAL JDIN DATE E
] I
=T REFEARED B MEMBER # !
L} r
L (]
| WOTER I
! D Yes D Mo x
L r
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CHAPTER

DIRECTORY

CHAPTER REP CHAPTER CONTACT BUSINESS MEETING SOCIAL MEETING ]
Central Washington Bob Turner 1st Thursday &:30 PM Franwws M6 3rd Thurs 6:30 PM
P.0. Box 8022 509-830-9043 Yakima VFW Oid Town Pump
Yakima_ WA 98909 19Turner61@gmail.com 18 S0 5th Avenue, Yakima 3716 Main 5t. Union Gap
Columbis Gorge Micki Robinson 2nd Monday 7-D0PM S
2 PO Box 357 509-250-2245 American Leghon
r Q Goldendale. WA 98620 mickij_robinson@yahoo.com 108 Morth Grant. Goldendale. WA 98620
E E Columbia River Heith Parkison ist Thursday T:00 PM 6:00 PM social prior to business
-2 § ul 148 N lames Ave 508-T60-3109 Abby's Plzza meeting
E n g East Wenatches, WA SBB02 mhdragger@gmail.com 702 Grant Rd, East Wenatches WA 28802
E § E Inland Empire Sath Mcintosh 2nd Tuesday 6:00 PM
b 'g PO Box 40474 509-991-5400 Sweet Old Bob's
o ﬁ f Spokane, WA 99220 sethmc@hotmall.com 3243 E Trent Avenue, Spokane, WA
fu g Kittitas County Joe Hill 1st Tuesday 6:00 PM Business meeting 5:30 PM social prior to business
= I P.O. Box 1724 509-929-0729 Buzz Inn Steakhouse meeting
- Ellensburg, WA 98926 papahill.66@gmaill.com 2202 South Canyon Road, Ellensburg, WA

Tri-Cities Chapter
112 W 21st Ave
Hennewick, WA 99337

Hat Bolton

(509) 430-09688
kathi_young@msn.com

2nd Thursday 6:30 PM
Clover Island Inn, 4th Fl next to Crow's Nest
435 Clover Island Dr., Kennewick, WA 99336

Olympia, WA 98507-T129

crowebar? 2@gmail.com

Elk Country Brian Lange 1st Sunday at 12:00 noon
g PO Box 1B35 253-209-24309 Moose Lodge
':HE 3 Morton, WA 98356 elkcountryabate@yahoo.com 102 Main Ave., Morton, WA 98356
5 = Fﬂ Grays Harbor Don Florek Znd Wednesday 6:30 PM
S [ PO Box 1032 360-533-7900 40etB
E 5 Aberdeen, WA 38520 Eutterguy6 7 @yahoo.com 2313 Simpson Ave., Aberdeen, WA 98520
E ﬁ R Lewis County Pat Payna 2nd & 4th Wed 7:00 PM
. % 8 P.0. Box 1108 360-269-5570 Moose Lodge
B Centralia, WA 98531 lewiscountyabate@yahoo.com Centralia, WA
E ﬁ Pacific County Lenny Pletsch 1st Sunday 10:00 AM
E P.0. Box 203 360-484-7226 Hunter's Inn
MNaselle, WA 98638 lenny@wwest.net 1060 State Route 4, Naselle, WA 98638
East Pierce County Mick Conklin 1st Sunday 10:00 AM
PO Box 1348 253-545-1876 Buckley Eagles
g Sumner. WA 98390 nick.f.conklin@gmail.com 29021 SR 410 E, Buckley, WA 98321
E (=] Rat City Tim McCall 2nd Tuesday 7-:00 PM Business meeting 6:00 PM social prior to business
= 'i PO Box 46033 TO4-400-0556 The White Center Pizza & Spaghetti House meeting
% E ﬂ Seattle, WA 98146 tcmecall@comcast.net 10231 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98146
E ﬂ = South King County John Lawson ist Monday T:00 PM
= E; P.0. Box 1931 253-887-Te66 The Longhom BBOQ
2 8  Aubum WA9SO7L1031  09fatboy@comeastnet 635 C St SW, Auburn, WA 98001
P E E Spanaway Billy D& Hunter mTi.IEEdB)' 7:00 PM ) 10:000 AM agenda planning mtg
& % PO Box 154 253-223-5393 Uncle Sam’s American Bar & Grill Sunday prior to business mtg
£® 3 Spanaway, WA 98387 wcfango3 @hotmail.com 16003 Pacific Ave. 5, Spanaway, WA 98387
o Tacoma Steve Carlsberg 1st Wednesday T:00 PM
PO Box 9B1TE 360-402-5044 VFW Post #0969
Lakewood, WA 98408 redngold1@msn.com 3510 McKinley Ave East. Tacoma, WA 98404
MNorth Snohomish County Jason McCarter 3rd Sunday 11:00 AM
= - P.0. Box 1288 425-343-2554 Everett Eagles (F.O.E. #13)
; E 3 Marysville, WA 98270 jaybrdmi@yahoo.com 1216 Broadway, Everett. WA
=) S SkyValley Rod Hobelman 2nd Tuesday 7-00 PM
o P.0. Box 784 360-563-9763 Eagles FOE #1095
Snohomish, WA 98291 hdreddog92&aol.com 606 Maple Ave, Snohomish, WA 98250
Key Peninsula lay lackson 2nd Thursday 7:00 PM 3rd Thursday 7-00 PM
P.0. Box 602 253-884-1909 Floatation Device Pub & Grill Location varies (determined at busi
g Burley. WA 98322 jayjl251@gmail.com 14511 Sherman Dr. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98332 ness meeting)
= = Mason County Greg Hansen 2nd Wednesday 7:00 PM Business meeting 6:00 PM social prior to business
3 m E PO Box 213 360-229-6653 Lucky Dog Casino meeting
= § ﬂ Shelton, WA 98584 greg@stationfiftyone.com 19330 US-101, Skokomish, WA 98584
g < Morth Kitsap Chris Yarner 1st Wed 7:00 PM
= $ 3 PO Box 5831 360-440-1344 Silverdale All 5tar Lanes & Restaurant Atrium)
i ﬁ % Bremerton. WA 98312 buellboybynight@aol.com 10710 Silverdale Way. Silverdale, WA 98383
o ﬁ & Naorth Olympic Meil Eckerson 3rd Tuesday 7-00 PM
E E P.0. Box 3745 360-683-8598 Las Palomas
% Sequim, WA 88382 eckersonc@olypen.com 1085 E. Washington 5t.. Sequim, WA 98382
b Olympia Rion Crowe 1st Thurs 6PM Social hour, Tpm Business Mtg 3rd Thurs Time, Place TBD
P.0. Box 7129 505-716-1073 Tea Leaf Il

4646 Pacific Ave 5E, Lacey, WA 98503

SEND UPDATES OR CORRECTIONS TO SECRETARYSABATE-WA.ORG; WEBMASTERGABATE-WA.ORG; NEWSLETTER@ABATE-WA.ORG
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INSIDE DECEMBER 2015

ABATE is an organization

dedicated to Freedom of the Road,
raising public awareness through
education. political and community
action and charitable deeds.
Membership is open to anvone,

18 years or older, interested in
promoting freedom, whether or not
vou own or ride a motorcycle.

2 State Officers and 21 MRF News
Freedom Cormit Chi
Vol 37 Issuc 12, December 2015 i 22 Year in Review
F“EEE"C];’:;EIL'}"&;E&?;”"F by 3  Chapter Reps and .
PO Box 8369 Chapter Contacts 26  Spnng Opencr
Tacoma, WA 98419-0369 Sponsorship Program
(253) 326-5201
www.abate-wa.org 6 From the State 30 I
ABATE State Coordinator Coordinator 2010 Tiannce
Lyle Coyle
Editor T Officer Reports 31 Newsletter submission
Ton L guidelines and ad rates
Contnbuting W::m and Photographers 1 0 LEgiSlﬂti\"E News

31  Rides and Events
Copynight © 2015 ABATE of WASHINGTON

Mo part of this publication may be reproduced without 1 2
the written permussion of the publisher or editor.

Chapter Reports

Views expressed by advertisers or correspondents may
not necessarily reflect those of ABATE of Washington.
Content 15 based on source material believed to be ac-
curate however, no liability 1s assumed with regard o
accuracy or completencss.

ABATE of Washington, its officers, members and the

staff of FREEDOM issuc no warranty of safety in any

events described herein, or guarantee any product or

service advertised herem. Further, the above named

parmics accept no responsibality for death, mjury or loss

due to participation in events, or use of pdvice, prod- Photo this page:

ucts or services offered or advertised in this publica- Conimiti orge Chiopter with pest ABAFE: ol Poisome Tk Harley Dl 7 oot WIcKT sy

tion.
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U PFRONT by TINA LAWSON, EDITOR

For our December 1ssue, we present a year-end wrap up (pages 22-23) and a 2016
planning calendar (page 30) to highlight event dates for the new year. Enjoy!

As the year comes to a close, we roll around to our most important event of the year
— Black Thursday — held January 21, 2016. Don't miss the chance to protect your
Freedom — see pages 611 for details.

Spring Opener will be here before you know 1t and 1t takes teamwork to put 1t
together. One way members can help is by finding potential sponsors. Take a look
at the sponsorship program (pages 26-27) and make a few copies to take with you
when you're out and about purchasing products and services. Who do you patron-
ize that would benefit from having exposure and name recognition with ABATE
members and other Spring Opener attendees? Contact Spring Opener Chairman
Jimmy G with your ideas, (253) 678-1713.

Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! J£

ABATE OF WASHINGTON ONLINE

Visit abate-wa.org/chapters/ChaptersList for

abate-wa.org links to ABATE Chapter sites

Search for the “Abate of Washington™ Facebook
group to join discussions, post comments and
share photos

Find us on

Facebook

CONTACT US

ADDRESS CHANGES

Email membership{aabate-wa.org
or call Greg at (360) 229-6653

or complete form on back cover

CONTACT THE EDITOR
Email newsletterf@abate-wa.org
Call (253) 887-7666

FEEDBACK

We want to hear from you. Do you

have ideas how we might improve this
newsletter? Is there something you

would like to see here that isn’t here now?
Send comments and suggestions to
newsletteri abate-wa.ong

SUBMIT A LETTER., ARTICLE.
PHOTO OR FLYER
See submission guidelines, page 31

ADVERTISE IN FREEDOM
Email newsletteri@abate-wa.org
Call (253) 887-7666

See advertising rates, page 31

CALENDAR

JANUARY

1 BOD Meeting, hosted by
Spanaway Chapter, held at:
Anahuac Mexican Restaurant
9002 Pacific Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98444
Lunch - order from menu
BOD meeting starls at Noon

2 Black Thursday
Olympia, WA
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OFFICER REPORTS

Hi everyone,

We had our STEAM in October and
even though there were a multitude
of things going on including the Irish
McKinney memorial, we had a fairly
good turnout. STEAM is a great way
for all of us to learn and grow, with
everyone in attendance being able to
ask questions or give 1deas. A person
can’t help but get motivated. We need to
thank Scott Robinson and all his helpers
including Kittitas Chapter for making
this year's STEAM a success.

The next thing on the agenda i1s Black
Thursday and with this year's short
session we have to be extremely vigilant
and organized if we hope to accomplish
our goals. T hope you have a chapter

From the State Coordinator
Lyle Coyle

LAO so we can have one more avenue
of getting the word out to motorcyclists
across this state. Also we need to make
sure everyone is on the same page
because if people start running in differ-
ent directions with their own agenda we
will not succeed.

Well in the last issue I told you a
small aspect of the Spring Opener news,
but here is the rest of the story. Thanks
to the hard work of Jimmy George and
Scott Robinson we now have a five-year
contract with the Silver Ridge Ranch.
We also need to thank ABATE member
and attorney Rob Lloyd for his help in
drawing up a contract that will protect
us should anything go wrong (of course
there is nothing going to go wrong).
One of the big points as I stated last
month is it will be the last full weekend
in June. Even though we received
concessions that will make it better for
ABATE of Washington there are also
things that people attending the event
have to do, so let’s not take this as a free
for all. There will be more info coming
but for now remember these dates June
23,24, 25 & 26, 2016.

We have one more bit of good news
and that 1s we now have a new and

improved state web site. Leon has used
up more of his free time then vou can
imagine to get this site up and running.
One of the most improved functions

on this is the fact that it is smart phone
friendly so if you're out and about and
need to look something up you can. If
you don’t have a computer and use your
smart phone it is ready. Now the site is
not complete yet but it is getting there.
We have plans for expansion. Some

of the things in the future are getting

a products page so you can order state
products without leaving your home. We
are also looking at expanding the Spring
Opener page so we can put in pictures
of past Spring Openers and the history
of ABATE of Washington, seeing that
Richard Roe volunteered to be our
historian. One of the biggest things to
remember about this site is content, if he
doesn’t receive it he can’t post it.

“One day you will be just a memory to

peaple,
Do your best to make it a good one”™ 9

» State Coordinator

= Ambassador at Large

6.4.6.

someone nominate you.

ABATE OF WASHINGTON STATE OFFICER NOMINATIONS

At the January 16, 2016 BOD meeting, nominations will be taken for the following positions:

= Deputy State Coordinator (Westside)

Qualifications and duties for the State Coordinator position can be found in Bylaws 6.3.1 and 6.4.1; for the
Deputy State Coordinator (Westside), refer to 6.3.2 and 6.4.2; and for the Ambassador at Large position, see

If you would like to run for one of the State Officer positions, be at the January BOD meeting and have

6 m December 2015 “Dedicated to FREEDOM of the
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[ certainly want this winter to go as
fast as summer just blew by ...

BLACK THURSDAY: The North
Diagonal 1s reserved for motorcycle
parking. Try and not jam up the in-
tersection at the light coming across
Capitol Way, the folks in the cages are
the ones we have appointments with.

We also have the Steps for the group
picture and any one who wants to say
a few words. The Columbia Room is
reserved for base of operations. You can
take a break or pick up info and go to
appointments.

APPOINTMENTS: Now would be
the time to organize your folks for who
will be speaking at the meeting with the
Reps and Senators. If you're new. check

STEAM 2015

By SCOTT ROBINSON

This year's STEAM was well attend-
ed considering Irish had his memonal
the same day. Unfortunately for me, the
show must go on.

We used the same open format as
last year which allows everyone to
speak at any time on any subject be it
Coordmator, Secretary, or Treasurer.
We had a lot of lively conversation and
some great input from the members.

Lyle Coyle did a segment on
Coordinators. In attendance was one of
our Coordinators who has held the posi-
tion the longest — Lenny Pletsch — and
we had one of our newest Coordinators
there from EPCC, Nick Conklin.

Barb Hunter discussed the Bylaws
and some of the requirements that chap-
ters have to adhere to in order to stay in

compliance. Take a minute to read them.

Koeta Imhoff, State Treasurer,
covered the proper way to complete
the reports that we need to keep up to
date so that we are in compliance with
tax laws and the gambling commission.
This was very important info, if your

OFFICER REPORTS

Eastside Deputy Coordinator
Scott Robinson

out http-app leg wa. govidistrictfinder/
You can get the contact info here.

Our State LAO will be giving us
more info at the Governor Hotel. We
have the conference room reserved
for Wednesday might for planning and
Thursday night for meet and greet. We
have some hotel rooms blocked but you
or your Chapter will have to pay for the
room. STATE IS NOT PAYING FOR
HOTEL ROOMS.

Take the time to make a plan for when
you get to the appointment with the
reps. We need to come in organized. ¢

Coordinator was there, ask them about
some of the details.

Kittitas Chapter served a great lunch:
chili and cornbread.

Highwayman (Roger Hanson) from
Sky Valley Chapter did a short presenta-
tion on membership recruiting. Thanks
Roger.

Lenny Pletsch, Pacific Chapter
Coordinator and State Safety &
Education Committee Chair covered
safety and education.

Legislative Rep. Gina McCabe from
the 14th District drove in for a visit. We
covered a lot of different topics. she was
full of useful information. Thanks for
taking the time to come to the meeting.

Brian Lange, State LAD, was next
up — there was lots to talk about. Hope
your chapter has a LAO. If not, the
Coordinator 1s it.

I always learn something new about
ABATE at these events. At the BOD the
following day, I asked for input. There
were several suggestions. Come by next
year, we are already making plans.

Awards given out:

Largest percentage of growth in past 12
montis —

North Snohomish County Chapter

12 months of continuous newsletter
reports —

South King County and Key Peninsula
Chapters

Longest running Coordinator —

Lenny Pletsch, Pacific County Chapter
Treasurer reports on time and com-
pleted —

Pacific County, Inland Empire,
Columbia Gorge, Spanaway, Tacoma,
East Pierce County chapters

Mast involved chapter — Spanaway

These awards show the continued
support for our organization from the
Chapters. We could not cover every-
thing, so here 15 a Thank You for your
support of ABATE. ¢
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ABATE of Washington

“BLACK THURSDAY”
Jan. 21st, 2016
Washington State Capitol
Olympia, WA

All members of the motorcycle community welcome
Make your voice heard in the legislature

ABATE of Washington Legislative
‘Meet & Greet’ ‘Meet & Greet”
| 5:00-9:00 PM BOTH 5:00-9:00 PM
| Jan 20, 2016 AT Jan. 21, 2016
| THE GOVERNOR HOTEL

621 South Capitol Way, Olympia, WA

For Info: legislativel @abate-wa.org &

]
L
= ~or go online to abate-wa.org
ot
i,

December 2015 m 9



LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Legislative Affairs Officer
Brian Lange

It 1s always good to be able to have
quality sources for your information.
Dependable. reliable sources are the best.
When it comes to motorcycle accidents
and fatalities, it is best to go straight
to the horse’s mouth and get your data
from local law enforcement and the
Washington State Patrol. If you go online,
you should be able to find the website for
your county sheriff. Then on that website,
vou should look for a link from the home
page for “public information™ or “public
records” requests. Many have a down-
loadable form in pdf format so you can
fill it out and send in vour request. Here is
the link to the WSP public records request
form: hetp: Fwww wsp.wa_gov/publica-
tions/pubrec/recreg. pdf

There are also links to request state-
wide collision data that could be quite
helptul in researching motorcycle col-
lision data in Washington State. One
link is to the Statewide Travel and
Collision Data Office’s “Request For
Crash Data™ pdf form hitp: www wsdot.
wa.gov/mapsdata/collision/pdfi 780 032
RequestforCrashData w_textfields pedf

As you fill out the request form, be
as specific and detailed as possible. For
example, you may want to ask for records
for “all motorcycle crashes on state high-
ways in 2014, instead of just “motor-
cycle crashes.”

Washington law (Chapter 42.56 RCW)
requires that identifiable public records be
made available to members of the public
for inspection and copying upon request.
Only records that are exempt by law may
be withheld from disclosure. The Act also
requires that the public records requested
are “identifiable.” Your public records
disclosure request must include a rea-
sonable description that would allow an
agency emplovee to locate the records. A
general question is not a public disclosure
request.

Pursuant to the provisions of RCW
42.56, upon receipt of a Public Disclosure

|10 m December 2015 “Dedicated to FREEDOM of the Road™

Request an agency is required within five
(5) business days to provide a ‘reasonable
timeframe” to respond. That doesn’t mean
they have to provide you with the infor-
mation within five days, but they do have
to inform you of an estimated length of
time it will take to gather the information
and provide it. Don’t expect this to be
a free service however. The agency can
charge a “per page™ fee for the records,
so be prepared for that. Especially if there
are several pages involved. I know the
Spokane County Sheriff Office charges
(.26 per page.

Another useful source of informa-
tion is the Washington Traffic Safety
Commuission. They do not have a online
form, but simply a formal written request.
You can either send it by snail mail to:

WTSC Public Disclosure Officer
PO Box 40944
Olympia. WA 98504-0944

Or you can fax the request to: 360-586-
6489. Also, you can email your request
to: gnelsonf@wtsc.wa.gov

To request copies of photos, witness
statements. officer’s notes, or any other
records involving a collision or traffic
incident, please send a written request
to the WSP district office for the county
where the incident occurred. The follow-
ing is a link to the location of the WSP
district offices found on the Washington
State Patrol website: http:/Aiwmwsp.
wa. gov/publications/district_locations.
htm#tacoma

By using the public records the govern-
ment has already compiled. ABATE of
Washington and its members can build a
strong factual case on any issue that the
government might have records of. The
fact that they do not have records can also
be quite telling. For example, we have
letters from over thirty (30) law enforce-
ment agencies in Washington State that
say they have no records on DOT compli-
ant motorcycle helmets, non-compliant
helmets, helmet manufacturer recalls, or



helmet testing. More responses are expected by the time you
are reading this. The hope is to have copies of fifty (50) letters
from different law enforcement agencies all saving that they
have no records on helmets that are DOT compliant or not
prior to the start of the short legislative session in January.

The government has the records, it 1s up to us as citizens
to exercise our rights and use those public records in our
ongoing struggle to preserve and defend the rights of the mo-
torcycling community here in Washington State. Get involved
and help us win the struggle.

Rain or shine, show up at Black Thursday, and get your
legislators to understand our 1ssues. When the WSP rep-
resentative in a Senate hearing can only come up with the
comment that “helmets protect riders from flying lug nuts, ..”
after ABATE and other MRO’s in Washington State have
testified to amend the helmet law, it would appear that this is
more about control than safety to the WSP. If fifteen thousand
{15,000) motorcyclists can show up in freezing temperatures

j_le,man ber-..

WHO: All ABATE of Washington members
WHEN: Now

| LEGISLATIVE NEWS

in Olympia for the Toy Run, we should be able to get more
than three hundred (300) to make the effort a month later to
protect their rights base in the legislature. If you can't make
it on a bike, cage it. Or. even better carpool with your friends.
Rent a van and pack it full...just be there. Warm blooded
constituents are what we need to press the point to the legisla-
tors. Especially if your district is represented by a legislator
on the House Transportation Committee, you should be there.
Pressure to hold a hearing on our bills in the House needs to
be respectfully applied so that the Committee Chair will have
no excuse not to hold a hearing. That is when our collecting
of records will be able to bear fruit. This isn’t a one or two
day a year effort. We must be diligent in our efforts all vear
long, so we as an organization can be unified in our efforts,
and prepared to take on the fight for our rights.

Catch you on the road sometime ... ¢

Make your appointments for
Black Thursday

1. You have three legislators in your legislative district (2 representatives, 1 senator)
Find out who they are and obtain their contact information by calling 1-800-562-6000 or visiting

http://app.leg.wa.gov/districtinder

2. Call each one (you will usually reach the legislative assistant) and introduce yourself

“Hi, my naime is

and | am a member of ABATE of Washington from the

chapter {or independent). | am a con-

stituent in your district.” (Or, “Our organization/chapter has constituents in your district.”)

3. State the reason for calling

*ABATE of Washington has a Legislative Day on January 21st and | would like to set up an appointment with Rep/Sen
Before we set a time, can we make sure that an appointment isn't already on the schedule for that day?”

(If ABATE already has an appointment, don't make another one. Plan on attending the appointment jointly

with other ABATE members in your district)
4. Confirm

*Thank you for checking, can we confirm the meeting time?”

L. Thank them and close the call

*Thank you for making our Legislative Day possible. | look forward to seeing Rep/Sen

onJJanuary 21 at (time).”

6. Notify your Legislative Affairs chapter committee head (or Chapter Coordinator/State LAO) that you've made the ap-

pointment for XX District, with Senator and Reps

and on January 21 at (times).
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CHAPTER NEWS

Chapter Rep Region 3
From BILLY DE HUNTER, CHAFTER REF 3

Hope everyone had a great summer. Now it is time for our
holiday season and then on to our legislation for the year.
Spend some time getting to know our people in Olympia.
That 1s the only way we are going to get our bills passed.
Contact them by phone or emails, or best of all go to Olympia
and visit them. Contact Brian Lange our State LAO, he will
be helpful on how to get started.

I have been to all the chapters in my section except for Rat
City and I apologize for not getting up there. Tacoma, SKCC,
EPCC and Spanaway chapters all seem to be running smooth.
We all have a few problems but they all seem to be working
them out. With Tim McCall in charge of Rat City I'm sure it
is doing good as well. Tim if you need anything please contact
me.

I'm impressed with how Nick from EPCC has taken control
of his chapter. I know you are good for the chapter. Get some
good help Nick, don’t get burned out — you will do good.
John Lawson, SKCC, has been around a long time and will
do the chapter proud. Steve Box Man, Tacoma. 1s a young

coordinator with young 1deas and a young board with him and
will do a great job. Coming in with his 2nd term with lots of
good ideas on how he wants his chapter to go. Looking good
Tacoma.

Our Spanaway chapter has lots of new things we want to do
this year. We are sending out an email at the first of the month
with all our functions listed so members will know what we
are doing. And a meet and greet once a month on a Sunday.
This gives our members a chance to get together and ask
questions or just get together and have some good food and
drink. We have our minutes, treasurer report and our newslet-
ter and even the STEAM manuals along with our bylaws so
we can answer most all questions that members might have.
At our last one we signed up 3 new members. So I'm con-
vinced it 1s a good thing for the chapter and good for ABATE
of Washington.

That’s about it from me. 1 wish you all good luck and good
health. &

Chapter Rep Region 5
From JAY JACKSON, CHAPTER REFP S

After the October ABATE of Washington Board of
Directors meeting, many of us Chapter Coordinators have
questions about where our organization is going. We all
believe in the onginal purpose of ABATE. We believe we are:
A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments. We believe,
“The purposes and objects for which the corporation is orga-
nized are:

(1) To promote motorcyele safety education programs, mo-
torcycle awareness programs, and motorcycle rider training
programs;

(2) To promote fair motorcycle legislation, to prevent enact-
ment or work to repeal existing unfair motorcycle legislation.
(3) The corporation may exercise all nghts, powers. and
privileges that are now or hereafter may be conferred by
law upon nonprofit corporations, including specifically the
powers enumerated by Section 24.03.035 of the Revised
Code of Washington.” { Article III., Articles of Incorporation
of A.B.A.T.E. of Washington, filed Mar 21 1979, with the
Secretary of State, State of Washington, D287483.)

We think that our rights as members and Directors of
ABATE. and American citizens have been violated by the
totalitarian acts of members of the executive officers. The
wishes of the members were completely disregarded, despite
the Coordinators’ protests, by the way the budget vote was
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handled. It is also a blatant disregard of bylaws and standard
operating procedures for a committee to enter into a contract
for the organization without the approval of the members.
{ABATE of Washington, State Bylaws, Article X, 10.5)

Many of us also question the way Robert’s Rules and stan-
dard operating procedures are ignored by Executive officers
being the active members of committees making decisions
that affect the organization without any reports to the board
of directors. Reports to the board of directors are a require-
ment of a functioning committee. The committee chairis in a
position of trust. Trust by the governing group (the BOD) to
do the job charged to it, to the best of their ability for the good
of the organization. There seems to be a serious amount of
“totalitarianism™ going on here. Maybe it 1s time for a com-
plete independent audit of ABATE of Washington to get back
on track?

Several of us have studied the bylaws of ABATE of
Washington and are unable to find anything that says that non-
chapter affiliated members don’t have voling rights, Article
I, 3.3, does say “Members shall have the right to vote,....”

In our opinion we think the organization as a whole 1s
falling behind in the number one purpose of our being. We all
like to have fun but we think we focus too much on one “fun™



event and put our prime purpose in second place. Can we alter
our direction back to our purpose?

I believe that our basic rights guaranteed by the 1st
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of
America have been threatened by officers of ABATE of
Washington telling members of the Board of Directors that
questions asked about committee work 1s “none of your
business.” ABATE of Washington 1s a membership based
organization. That means that everything done by ABATE of
Washington IS my business and all other members’ business.
@

Rat City Chapter
From TIM MCCALL, COORDINATOR

Friends in Motorcycling,

The Year 2015 hasn’t been very forgiving. . .especially
for us in Rat City. In fact. it’s been a tough year for many.
After the passing of Steve Bartel earlier this year, a prom-
inent rider in the Seattle region with connections through-
out the state, the motorcycle community lost another huge
advocate, champion, lobbyist, friend and family-member.
The passing of Irish in August was an enormous blow to
our chapter.

It was Black Thursday-eve, January 2013 when | first
met Irish. I had just rode down on my BMW and was
thrust in front of a group of ABATE of Washington
members on the ground Hoor of the Governor Hotel.
Soon, I found myself meeting a man that had a warm
face, yet was awfully intimidating. Irish and others
stepped forward and paid for my ABATE of Washington
membership that evening.

At this time of mourning, we need not forget about
his wife, Marjonie, who needs our prayers and support
through this tough time as she recovers. | want to thank
the clubs, ABATE chapters and individuals that have
stepped forward to help Marjorie and the family during
this time.

The celebration of Irish’s legacy continues on
December 11th at the Annual Chicken Friday Christmas
at Elmer’s in Burien. Please bring canned goods and per-
sonal hygiene items for the White Center Food Bank. In
Warm Regards, Tim ¢

| CHAPTER REPORTS

Sky Valley Chapter

From HIGHWAYMAN (ROGER HANSON), DEPUTY COORDINATOR

S0 here we are almost Christmas already! Wow time sure
flies when you're having fun (or just getting old) so by now
our holiday families have their Thanksgiving dinner delivered
and we have their kids Christmas list! Our hohiday families
are a yearly tradition here at Sky Valley, as we pick two fami-
lies in need and make their Thanksgiving and Christmas with
food and presents! Our chapter has done this for many years.
with the money from our Sky Valley bike show we have on
the third Sunday of May. We also give to the food bank and
senior center with the proceeds.

Well I'm sure everyone 1s thinking about Black Thursday
by now and getting ready for a cold ride to the capital. 1 know
this year after the Paris attacks we will all be more vigilant
then ever in all of our gatherings, as these things have a ten-
dency of repeating themselves. I hope many will contact their
representatives from their district and let them know we are
for the lane filtering bill, and as always continuing the fight
for the helmet bill. I wish everyone a merry Christmas and a
happy new year! As a parting note Sky Valley lost Michelle
Hobelman last month as she lost her fight against cancer.
Please everyone, put quit smoking on your list for the new
year, as I don’t want to lose anyone else! I have included a
picture of Michelle with the white hat on at our bike show ap-
preciation party. See you “in the wind.”™ ¢

Rod and Michelle Hobelman, Sty Fnller Rie Show Appreciation Perne
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Tri-Cities Chapter

From KAT BOLTON, COORDINATOR

Brothers and Sisters,

Since our last newsletter, things haven’t slowed down even
though its mid-November.

Great turn out at NCOM Region | in Boise. They were the
best host to over 130 of us. Good info, networking on our
issues. It was clear WE (Washington) are looked upon as a
leader of motorcycle rights legislation. And probably lead the
nation on national profiling language. Kudos to all that make
it a priority in our lives.

State STEAM/BOD was great as usual. Even though there
was other commitments, it was a great attendance. The largest
motorcycle run I've ever been a part of was Irish’s service.
Thank you to ADG"s, Mr. Breeze, Red, Christian Crusaders,
Tribe of Judah, all that worked so hard on something so im-
portant. Wishing you good health, Marjorie.

Next came a local BACA Halloween ride, then Eastern
Washington COC with a large showing. On the same day was
a regional ride calendar meeting. also in Ellensbhurg!!

Yesterday was our annual ABATE Coats for Kids in part-
nership with the NBC affiliate. See pic. Hundreds of coats, 50
bikes, and 60 people!!!

Lastly, Mr. Breeze and | have collaborated on creating a
database on Facebook for establishments and events prohibit-
ing our lifestyle and equal access. “No Colors/Cuts allowed in
Washington State.” Please share your experiences.

Congrats to the Clackamas County area riders, in their latest
Access case... O
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' Key Peninsula Chapter

From JAY JACKSON, COORDINATOR

Merry Christmas! Happy Hannukah! Season’s Greetings!
Joyeux Noel! Felice Navidad! And every other Blessing for
the winter season fast approaching.

The entire Chapter sends our best wishes out to everyone
for a healthy, prosperous, happy New Year with many safe
and fun rides. Hopefully, some of those safe ndes will be
shared with our Chapter and the other Chapters too. We look
forward to seeing you down the road.

The Key Peninsula Chapter has set the following calendar
for 2016.

Black Thursday—to Olympia January 21, home Thursday

p.m.

Spring Swap Meet—April 16

Chapter Poker Run—May 7

Ride around the Canal—July 3

Brewery Run—August 27

Fall Swap Meet—September 17

Details will be worked out later.

The Chapter has planned a great celebration of another year
with the Charter/Christmas Party later this month. Since the
end of the KeyFest Motorcycle Show this year, the Chapter
decided to help the Elk’s with their annual Christmas Party for
Special People on the 20th. The Chapter also donated to the
North Kitsap Toys for Harrison Hospital and the local Food
Bank.

There is change offered in the Freedom of the Wind we all
enjoy as we ride. The Key Peninsula Chapter is optimistic that
the change will be in a good direction that will further protect
and ensure our riding freedom and choice of life style.

“What we are 1s a gift to us from the Creator. What we do
with what we have is our gift to the Creator.”—Unknown
Ride Free, Ride Safe, Ride in peace. ¢

Tri Cither Cheaypier Anmmn! Coatr for Kidy event; phoi fuss Waits




Inland Empire Chapter

From SHAWN WEST, CHAPTER SECRETARY

Now that we ve finished the last of our Thanksgiving lefi-
overs there’s no longer an excuse not to start getting ready
for the upcoming legislative session. Spokane has offices for
four senators and eight representatives in it and the session
in Olympia is only a month away. We've already met with
some legislators in the area but there’s still time to meet
with more to get Black Thursday off to a running start. The
session this year is a short one so we’re asking our chapter
members to start outlining emails and personal stories sup-
porting our bills in between your time spent holiday shop-
ping. And that doesn’t mean the night of the 24th!

MNovember's meeting was a good one with several guests
representing different MROs in attendance. One brought
a letter to our attention from the Idaho Coalition for
Motorcycle Safety (ICMS). Specifically, one part detailing
the transportation legislation moving at the federal level that
not only prevents the Department of Transportation from
directly lobbying states to implement helmet laws but also
not allowing it to get other agencies to lobby on their behalf
by proxy. So no more reports from the Center for Disease
Control on how being a biker is a public health risk. The
other part noted that instead of wasting money on how to
make crashing a motorcycle safer our tax dollars would be
used instead to commission a study determining the best
practices to avold crashes in the first place. What a novel
idea.

This month our chapter meeting is Tuesday, December Kth.
We'll have an early sign-up sheet for members who can help
run our booth at the Inland Northwest Motorcycle Show
March 11-13. The agenda 1s open for ideas on runs to do
next season and social nides that we host and other group’s
rides we'll be supporting. It was noted that we are technical-
ly supposed to have a business meeting and a social meeting
every month. Right now we merge the two with a social after
our regular meeting but wouldn’t be a bad idea to formalize
on our event calender a social nde or supporting another one
already planned in place of each month.

Finally our chapter reports to state are finished and up
to date. If you don’t have a current copy of our State and
Chapter ByLaws & Policies then make sure vour email is
current on our member list. Our information packet for new
members is almost finished and will be emailed to all current
members sometime in December.

That about sums it up for now. As always, give a wave
when we see you on the road! ¢

| CHAPTER REPORTS

Columbia Gorge Chapter

From MICKI ROBINSON, COORDINATOR

Well where to start?? Several members rode and drove out
to New Hope Farms to present Duane ( The Harley Dude)
with his new membership and vest with the ABATE patch
and a hat, He was so excited and expressive about it all. ..as
the picture shows !!! Welcome to ABATE Duane.

STEAM went very well, with several people expressing
their ideas for next vear’s event. A big shout out to my sister
Barb Culpepper for all her help and the Kittitas Chapter for
hosting again!!!

Our annual Trunk-or-Treat went very well, our name
ABATE 1s being very well recognized by our community,
with great appreciation for what we do in our LIL town...

Our meetings are going well. We just got 3 new members to
join with the possibility of another one soon. The report back
from STEAM & BOD was much appreciated.

‘We all really like the design for next year’s 5.0. shirts.
Congrats to Sonny Boy.

Happy Veterans Day to all the Men and Women who have
and still SERVE our Country. . THANK YOU

We hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and time to
enjoy with loved ones, | know we did... €
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ABATE of Washington
Elk Country Chapter

PRESENTS

Christmas Scholarship

Pot Luck & Auction

Dec. 6th, 2015

Morton Moose Lodge
102 Main St, Morton, WA

1:00 PM

There will be a “blind” auction of some items labeled
“Man”, Woman”, or “Both”. After that fun, there will
be an open auction of donated goods. The proceeds
will go into a scholarship fund for one student from
Morton, White Pass, and Mossyrock High Schools.
Come help us help the future of three local students,
and experience the fun while you do it.

DONATIONED ITEMS ACCEPTED
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
elkcountryabate@yahoo.com
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ABATE of Washington  North Kitsap Chapter

Toy‘\R ZEER

““‘

Saturday December 12th 2015
To Benefit the Children of

Harrison Medical Center

in Silverdale and it's ER Clinics
Drop off your New, unwrapped toy at participating locations through Dec.12th.
This year we have divided our Ride. Please join us on either. Both starting
locations can serve breakfast so come early.  Safety Briefing at 10:15.
Kick stands up at 10:30  Follow ABATE to participating locations.

. Brothers Powersports, Kitsap Mall and South Pacific Sports Bar,
a will be picked up prior to run.

Sout
The Hideaway in Belfair, Manchester Pub, Red Dog Saloon, Wig Wam Pub,

Cliffs Cycle Center, Putters at Rolling Hills.
North o

The Garage Bar& Grill, 19th Hole, Cash Brewing Co., Our Place Pub & Eatery,
Tracyton Public House, A&C Sports Bar, Cloverleaf Sports Bar,

Putters at Rolling Hills.

Both Groups will meet at Putters. Briefing at 3:00

Escorted to Harrison as onegg group, arriving at approx. 3:30

_’ Toys are picked up at each locale
- and unloaded at Harrison and

placed under the tree.

Question? leave message:
Jim McVey 360 340-2228
Varners 360 307-9736
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Spanaway Chapter

From BILLY DE HUNTER, COORDINATOR

Well the holiday season 1s quickly coming on to us. It 15
a good time of the year for us in the Spanaway chapter. We
have lots of things planned.

Our Toasty Toes program is almost in full swing. We have
donation barrels and boxes spread around at different busi-
nesses. This is our fourth vear of doing this. Last year we
gathered 1,242 pairs of new socks for the needy and donated
them to BASH. We also are getting our toy donation boxes
ready to put out at the same businesses. We keep some for our
adopted safe homes we have supported for two vears and the
rest we support the Tacoma ABATE chapter with their Toy
drive for the YWCA. Also our Amber Sullivan does a warm
clothes drive to help the homeless keep warm during the
winter months.

I think our STEAM went well this year. we had 12 chapter
members present. | hope they all came away from it with
more knowledge of how ABATE operates. Hats off to the
Kittitas county chapter, they did a great job with the food for
the two days.

We said goodbye to our Brother John Kunecke on
October 30th at his celebration of life. About 70 friends gath-
ered, told stories and reminisced about John. He was a big
part of our chapter and will be dearly missed. GBNF.

Our combined Halloween party with our Brothers and
Sisters in the Tacoma chapter was another big success. There
were some great costumes, the music was good and the food
was outstanding. Can't wait to do 1t again.

We started sending out emails at the first of the month with
everything listed on it 50 everyone including members who
don’t attend the meetings will know what we are doing each
month. T suggest they print it out and post it somewhere so
they can view it from time to time.

By the time this comes out we will of had our Bloody Mary
ride to the Garage Bar and Gnll in Bremerton — it 1s always a
fun time. I hope you were with us.

That's about all for now. I hope to see vou all out there
sometime. Till then ride safe and be friendly. ¢

i doast fe owsr fosf broter dofm K
w— re
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' North Kitsap Chapter

From LISA BUTLER, CHAFPTER PR/NEWSLETTER

It's Toy Run Time!! Well, almost... Our first Wing Ding
on Nov 5th was a HUGE success! The Garage Bar and Grill
is always there to support us as well as The Drive. Whenever
we need music for an event, they are there for us. We are very
fortunate to have such a supporting community. Each year we
have more and more businesses donating raffle prizes for the
Wing Dings as well as sponsoring Toy Barrels. We took in
over $2600 between the raffle and auctions, The next one at
the Hide Away should do just as well.

Our Toy Run is Saturday, Dec 12th (so no excuse about
missing a football game) Again we will start at two separate
locations. The south run starts at The HideAway in Belfair
and the north run starts at The Garage Bar Gnill. Both runs
will meet up at Putters Green in East Bremerton and proceed
io the hospital in one large group. See flier for more details.
The wet season is upon us and Kitsap County has already lost
one rider, so be safe out there. Keep the sticky side down and
see you at the Toy Run on the 12th! ¢

Rock amd Libtte ai Spanmean: Tacoma Holloween Pariy




South King County Chapter

From “JOHNNY LOVE” LAWSON, COORDINATOR

The 50th Annual Auburn Veterans Day Parade was a great
success and well attended by ABATE. Thanks to SKCC,
EPCC. Key Peninsula, Tacoma and others for attending this
event to honor our vets. Mark, the flag was spectacular. Good
Jjob.

Our next event will be the chapter Christmas Party on
Monday, December 14th at 6:30PM at the Longhorn BB() in
Aubumn. There will be a gift exchange for those who want to
participate ($20 and under). The chapter picture for our web
site will be taken at this event. Come mix and mingle with
your fellow chapter members. Location 1s family friendly.

The roads are getting slippery with many leaves and debris
from high winds. Ride with great care, caution and keep the
speed manageable. Have a very Merry Christmas and we will
see you all in the New Year !! ¢

| CHAPTER REPORTS

Tacoma Chapter

From STEVE "BOXMAN" CARLSBERG, COORDINATOR

The Tacoma Chapter Toy Run 1s right around the corner. We
are excited to host it again this year and we hope for a large
participation of the motoreycle community like we had last
year — our most successful toy run in our Chapter’s 37 year
history.

The Toy Run is our main emphasis during the Christmas
Holiday Season, and this year we are adding an optional
stop to the Orchard Park Health Care Center in Tacoma. We
are calling 1t "Santa for Seniors.” At our November meeting
the overwhelming consensus was that we can continue to
make our Toy Run a success for the Women's Shelter as well
meeting some of the needs of our senior citizens during the
holidays. Look for our flyer in this newsletter and gift ideas
on our website at TacomaAbate.org. Happy Holidays! ¢

Pacific County Chapter

From LENNY PLETSCH, COORDINATOR

Wow, today is 11-11-15, just 3 more yvears and WWT will be
over for 100 yrs. When [ was 10-13, we spent time in France
as my dear ol’ dad was in the USAF. 1 got to walk through
the train car where WWI was put to rest. wow what an honor.
Today vou walk by the car and look down into it. Ironic when
we pass through or partake in history. So Black Thursday
is one of those days. Hope you can say you were there and
helped — even if it was just to support, all help is welcome.

Guess 1t's Toy Run time, oops, Christmas time, where we
do something for those who need. I only use the “holiday
season” to include all of the holidays, for those who know me
know I'm not “PC" (in your wildest dreams). That does not
mean that [ don’t care — I just say what gets stuck in my head
and it has to come out. Happy turkey day and get ready for
the fat man to slide down the chimney.

Trust I'll see ya down the road. ©
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MYERS & FOX

Helping Injured Bikers for Over 30 Years

“SERIOUS MONEY FOR
SERIOUS INJURIES”

Marty Fox has been leading the Mike Myers: Fast, Efficient and Top-Notch Personal Injury
charge for motorcycle rights Gets Results. Attorneys Dedicated to the
since the 1980s. Motorcycle Community.

i'|l||JI'| Lawyers @ l. Lissishlendis TD[} 4[}

Porsonal lnjury
Plamitifl Lowyors

Martindae - Hubbel| ™

eer Review "

Rated [AW&POLITICS

No Recovery, No Fee—Consultations are Always Free

Mmyers @Myers-Fox.com ‘B (206) 398-1188 ‘h Hospital and Home Visits
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MRF NEWS

r‘%g;}??ﬁ -y Congress Buyvs More Time to Fass Highway Bill
i Y I' .II ]
J:.l = = =4 dj Sys Novesmsaer 21, 2015—In an effort to allow more time to pass a long-term highway bill, Congress
,dm;f,}ﬂ has passed an extension that allows for more negotiation time for this important piece of legislation.
; The extension, signed by President Obama via autopen on Friday, November 20, renews the govem-

,"l“flriﬁzl" gf}'i’?l‘tg ment's authority to keep highway and transit funding flowing to states through December 4 and gives

Congress until then to iron out any differences in the long-term spending bill.
= As previously reported by the Motorcyele Riders Foundation (MRF), the highway bill contains
key issues of vital concern to motorcyclists. First, the bill ends the federal funding of motorcycle-
only checkpoints. It re-convenes the Mational Motorcycle Advisory Council (NMAC), a group that
advises the Secretary of Transportation on how infrastructure issues affect motorcyclists. [t maintains
the ban that prohibits the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) from lobbying
states to pass mandatory helmet legislation, and it allows for funding of a study to determine the best
ways to prevent motorcycle crashes.

Both the House and Senate have already passed separate versions of the bill. The House version calls
for spending $261 billion on highways and %55 billion on transit over six years, but only if Congress
can find a way to pay for the final three years. In contrast, the Senate’s version contains only three
vears of funding, with the exira three years as conditional.

In order to maximize funding for roads and transit projects, transportation groups and some lawmak-
ers are urging the highway bill's conference committee to allow for more money over fewer years.
“As you begin conference negotiations to reconcile House and Senate proposals for a multi-year
surface transportation reauthorization bill,” wrote a group of 26 senators in a letter to members of the conference committee, “we urge
you to consider the urgent need for an increase in infrastructure investment around the country, and report a final proposal that can best
address these needs by maximizing annual investment levels for all surface transportation programs over a shorter authorization period.™

The MREF will keep you apprised of developments as the conference committee continues its work on the highway bill. #

United States House of Representatives Transportation Committee
Fasses Long Term Highway Legislation

Ocroser, 201 5—The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is pleased to report that the US House of Representatives Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee has passed a six-year highway bill. The bill, H.R. 3763, otherwise known as the Surface Transportation
Reauthorization and Reform Act (STRRA) of 2015, was passed unanimously by the committee chaired by Representative Bill Schuster
(R-PA).

The bill contains a few provisions near and dear to the motorcyclists of America. Most importantly, it ends the federal funding of the
highly unpopular motorcyele-only roadside checkpoints. “Ending the checkpoints was, and is, *Priority Number One’ for the Motorcyele
Riders Foundation.” said Jeff Hennie, Vice President of Government Relations and Public Affairs for the MRF. “We are knocking on the
doorstep of accomplishing this because similar language is already in the Senate highway bill.™

Additionally, the bill re-launches the much-needed Federal Motoreycle Advisory Council (FMAC). The FMAC was initially set up under
a previous highway bill and served the country well, but because of some bureaucratic red tape the council was done away with. This

bill revives the FMAC for the purpose of developing recommendations to the sitting Secretary of Transportation on all things regarding
muotorcycles and motorcycle-related infrastructure. Lastly, H.R. 3763 commissions a study to be conducted by the Mational Academy of
Sciences on the best practices for preventing motorcycle crashes. While it will be a while before the study is begun and the results ana-
lyzed, it will be very significant as it will be the first study ever that is totally about crash prevention and not about helmets.

“This bill improves the everyday lives of motorcyclists in a very profound way.” added Hennie. “Living in a world where we can be
pulled over for just riding a motorcycle has been an unacceptable practice. Ending those unwarranted stops has been the focal point of
the MRF legislative agenda since they began, and we thank the Congress for hearing our demands and serving justice.” #

All Information contained in this release is copyrighted. Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders Foundation. All rights reserved.
Ride With The Leaders by joining the MRF at httpy/motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/page- 1654836 or call (202) 546-0983.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Annual Report from your
State Coordinator

By LYLE COYLE

Hi everyone,

This is a year in review for ABATE of Washington. As we
always do we start the year with Black Thursday where we
do our best to get support for our bills from our legislators.
This year we added a new bill with the lane sharing AKA
lane splitting and revisited our helmet bill which, if I have
anything to say about it, we will fight for as long as it takes.
This was Brian Lange’s first year as our LAO and for being
his first year, [ think he did a good job and 1 think he will
do even better in his second year. Of course we had a lot of
help from ABATE membership, the COC, US Defenders, and
Independent motorcyclists from across this state.

With our swap meets we always have a fairly profitable
Spring Swap Meet but our Fall Swap Meet has struggled
these last few years so we ended up eliminating the fall swap
meet. Not to say we will never have another, but for now we
will just stay with the Spring Swap Meet.

Our Spring Opener seems to be growing with Jimmy
George always tryving to do one better than the last. I believe
he has been succeeding at it. This last year along with the

bike raffle for the 2015 Street Glide Special which was won
by Jean Santee of Vancouver, we also raffled off a certificate

for a pair of 45°s which was won by John Cook from Mineral.

The Spring Opener is an excellent way for everyone to

support ABATE of Washington and have a good time doing i,

s0 I hope to see everyone there again in 2016.

In Remembrance

In October each year we always have STEAM where we
get together and try to learn new things that wall help our or-
ganization grow and prosper. This is the time when everyone
can learn what criteria 15 expected from people who step up to
hold a chapter or state position. We try to go over all aspects
in the structure of ABATE where people can ask questions
and get answers to problems they might have. If vou have not
been to STEAM, please try and make next years, it can only
help.

One of the things 1 put out to the membership last year
was for everyone not only to renew their membership but to
try and get at least one new member to sign up. This didn’t
exactly happen so | am asking again that we sign up more
members. Let’s hit that 2000 mark for the good of ABATE of
Washington. What's good for ABATE is good for the motor-
cycle community as a whole. ©

Brothers and sisters lost in 2015 but not forgotten

= William “Wild Bill” Hay, Renton Independent

= Bob Farris, Jul 1973 — Jul 2015, South King County Chapter

= Michael *Redryder” Westmoreland, Jul 1949 — Aug 2015, South King County Chapter
= Inish McKinney, Nov 1950 — Aug 2015, Rat City Chapter

= (Greg Metzger, May 1974 — Sep 2015, North Snohomish County Chapter

= John Alan Kunecke, — Sep 2015, Spanaway Chapter

= Michelle Hobelman, — Nov 2015, Sky Valley Chapter
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| YEAR IN REVIEW

2015 Membexship Unnivensary Milestones

Please congratulate the following members* who celebrated a milestone anniversary of either 10, 15, 20. 25, 30 or 35 years

in 2015.

10 Years ( joined 2005)

Shelli Ackerman
Mark L Alexander
Dan Barker

Terry Barker

Mic Cain

Lesta Campbell
Donald Carter
Carl Evanson
Richard D Fike
Pete Fox

Karen Hansen
Cindy Harris

Jerry W Johnson
Kenneth A Jones
Sharon Lott
Niclyn Meyer
Wayne Mugartegui
Kathy L Reeves
Tony Rendina
Senator Tim Sheldon
Leon *Lee’ Spaeth
Paul St. Cyr

Dan Sutton
Michael Valentine
Fenee Valentine
Derek VanSpoor
Bree Walker
Holly White

Rex B Wolff

15 Yeans ( joined 2000 ) 20 Years ( joined 1995 ) 30 yeans ( joined 1985 )
Ted Bjork Mike Campeau Rick Barclay

Mark Boni Jay Frazier Dave *Ace” Blume

Gary Campisi John *Roadmap” Fruehling Scott Ferris

‘KC™ Carmean Jim Gallagher Cousin Bob Matthews
Paul J Carmean Suzanne R Garant Jack ‘FlaplJack’ Reeves
Victor B Cauffman Will Hansen

Bob Edmons Patrick M Johnson

5.L.B. Garrett Beryl Kelley i &

Nayland C Harris Jr David Mann 35 : amecad (jeined 195C)
Walter “Uncle Butch® Harrison Lenny Pletsch Hoe l.'_‘m'mgtgnn i

Linda Holm Randy Ward “iviangen] Mile™ Krmich
Dan Kaye Jim Wihlborg S qulf’

Erich L Kecht Pl At Qe i
Larry Koehler David *‘Buckshot’ Stilwell
Jerry *Sonny Boy' LaCrosse a5 ‘y.'mu (Fmﬂi I!;II;I{!)

Gary Moore Gordon *Greek’ Argus

Mark Pearce Jeff Benchley

Jim H.D. Stull John R Frender

Forrest Stutesman James M Harriz

Doug Tetz Tim Sedgwick

Shannon Tetz Todd Snyder

Jerry Wagner

Lisa Weidencamp

Kim K Williams

Paul *Big Red” Wilson
*Dues current as of Nov. 15, Lapsed memberships are not
shown.

Largest chapters (Jep 5)
{as of November 15, 2015)

. Spanaway—1 80 members

. Tacoma—139 members

. Lewis County—88 members

. East Pierce County—80 members
. Mason County—62 members

L B
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* Tacoma Chapter ABATE of Washington PRESENTS OUR ANNUAL

oy SFoen

-

Starts at Uncle Sam's
16003 Pacific Ave
Spanaway, WA 98387

Breakfast 9:30am
Kick Stands Up 11:00am

For a list of ideas of what to donate, v

Eﬁ\q‘_‘? B

ﬂMM%EB

$10 Single g H Il Stree 1

X - g
§15 Couple T i =
Or1-2 Mew gl ""“, o ot

Unwrapped Toys '*4 ¥

|-|' | Bikse

i Procision

Riding Skill
Displays

Y T-5hirts,
v "t; Hoodies & Pins
L 5 )
-5 - Exit 108 t WWHD &
SEARS PARKING LOT Toy Run Event

South Sound Center
Lacey, Wi
P Ca i, W Y

Envier Dy ¥
HDRTHWE$T| T
BAALET-RAVINEEA Thikets 5 each
T 2 - 1
WES ]'F![}i:

L (T
- E n
;;..ﬂ\_uj.le.-rmﬁ,””” .- A7)

; ﬂ!’i’ln-'r

K #r'h'],!

www.olytoyrun.c{:m

i ik e e by Qe Cirairh T Hopmes

24 8 December 2015 “Dedicoted to FAEEDOM of the Rood™

&Sjamm@
ecentber. 1.2, 2015

sit our website:  hitp:/

-

Benefiting the YW(A Women's Shelter
i d %

1 4 L

&

[mmediately following the Toy Bun
ugﬁ#ﬁ?ﬁi Sewteord Side
Orchard Park ﬁe&lth Care Center

4755 South 48th Street
Tacoma WA 98409

( fwnarw LaCOmaanate.org, toy-run.nr

< THE ROYAL BEAR
35731W VALLEY HWY S, ALGONA, WA

§10,/PERSON OR 515 /COUPLE
JOIN OR RENEW WITH SKCC AND
GET $5 OFF COYER CHARGE
BAND STARTS 8PM
ABATE-WA-SKCC.ORG




ABATE of Washington~ East Pierce Gounty Chapter
Pt l‘bﬂlli 8

Dates Tmi‘es

Dec I8th from 2pm tm %, 3
Dee 19th from 9am to ﬁp ‘ h@” L
Bec 20th fram l[lam l:n ap

Bt ¥

PN Jnmusmt,he
7 parking lof ﬂts "
¥ 12*;' Fred Meyerd
il downtiown
Puyallup of
! Meridian'&' ¥ vd;
BXUUYLGUL Lha el witﬂll?ad negres
CUCTECEIERS The Meridian s
ﬂw CUY] *Efsme g ::ﬁ:%

i) {, .;. .
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ABATE OF WASHINGTON
Spring Opener Sponsorship Program

Dear SirMadam:

ABATE of Washington and its Members would like to invite you to participate in our 38th Annual ABATE of Washington Spring
Opener 2016, The program is a multi-tiered Platinum, Gold, Silver, and Bronze sponsorship program which allows you the opportunity
to participate at any level. Your generous support for this event may be renewed annually if you later wish to continue your valued spon-
sorship of this non-profit organization.

ABATE has many chapters throughout the state of Washington. We are a non-profit organization dedicated to the freedom of the road.
Owr goal is to work for and to sponsor sensible motorcycle legislation and to support and promote motoreycle safety, education and
public awareness. We actively communicate with our legislators in seeking ways that affect the safe operation of motorcycles on our
roads as well as limiting/eliminating unnecessary legislation.

ABATE is a statewide organization. Each chapter conducts business according to the guidelines established by the state board of
directors. The state board is made up of one elected representative from each chapter and state officers who are elected from the general
membership. State board and chapter meetings are open to the general membership and to the public. Members may be independent if
chapter affiliation is not desired,

ABATE of Washington members are actively involved in communities donating time, materials and money to many charitable or-
ganizations, causes and civic activities. We raise funds and bring awareness to recipients such as the White Center Food Bank, Second
Harvest Food Bank of Inland Northwest, Valley Cities Counseling, Tri-Cities Coat Drive, Bikers Fighting Statewide Hunger (BASH),
Harmony Hill Retreat Center, Toys for Tots, Foster Resource Center, Fisher House, Cystic Fibrosis, the Salvation Army, Washington
State Soldiers Home, YWCA Women's Shelter, senior centers. student scholarships and many other charities and organizations through-
out Washington state.

We are also a social organization that entertains family, friends and guests with a variety of events tailored around motorcyele activi-
ties. These fun and entertaining events are held throughout the year and draw a wide range of participanis. Events are open to the public
such as the ABATE of Washington Spring Opener and the Sky Valley Motorcycle show.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Platinum Level - 52,500 and above:

The sponsor’s official banner flown above the stage at the event

Sponsor's name on the back of the official Spring Opener*2016"T-Shirt (larger print)

A half page full color ad in the ABATE of Washington Freedom newsletter for 12 months
A one-year subscription to the ABATE of Washington Freedom newsletter with 20 copies
A booth (10°x 20°) at the Spring Opener, if they choose, to sell their goods and services
Sponsor's business name and logo on the Official Spring Opener Flyer 2016

Any advertising in Quick Throttle or Thunder Press will include sponsor name and logo on our official flyer for the event Spring Opener
2016

A sponsorship trophy for vour support of ABATE of Washington “2016" Spring Opener

9. You will be mentioned as a sponsor in the State newsletter

e A i Y

pa

Gold Level - 51,500 to $2,475:

1. The sponsor's official banner above the stage at the event

2. Sponsor's name on the back of the official Spring Opener *2016"T-5hirt (medium print)

3. One quarter page full color ad in the ABATE Freedom newsletter in April, May, June, and July or $240.00 worth of advertising in the ABATE
Freedom newsletter however you desire

4, Sponsor's business name and logo on the Official Spring Opener Flyer 2016

5. Any adverting in Quick Throttle or Thunder Press will include sponsor name and logo on our official flver for the event Spring Opener
2016

6. A sponsorship plague for your support of ABATE of Washington 2016

7. You will be mentioned as a sponsor in the State newsletter

Silver Level - $600.00 to $1,475:
1. The sponsor's official banner displayed at the event (excluding the stage)
2. Sponsor's business name on the back of official Spring Opener 2016 T-Shirt (smaller print, space permitting)
3. One quarter page black and white ad for three months in the ABATE Freedom newsletter or 5120.00 worth of advertising in the ABATE
Freedom newsletter however you desire
4, A sponsorship plague for your support of ABATE of Washington 2016
5. You will be mentioned as a sponsor in the State Newsletter

Bronze Level - $300 to $575:
1. The sponsor's business name and logo put on a banner along with all other sponsors provided by ABATE displayed at the event
2. You will be mentioned as a sponsor in the State newsletter



ABATE OF WASHINGTON
Spring Opener Sponsor

Name of business Lewel of Sponsarship Amyoeurt

Mddress

(ity, State, ZIP Phone &

Name of Sponsor (prind)

Signature of Sponsor Date

{omments/notes

ABATE member name ABATE member signature

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

James "Jimmy G" George - Spring Opener Chairman

ABATE of Washington

PO. Box 8369, Tacoma, WA 98418-0369

Should you not receive a receipt (attached) for this fransaction, please immediately call:

State Coordinator Lyle Coyle (253) 617-8843; Spring Opener Chairman Jimmy G. (253) 678-1713; State Treasurer Koeta Imhoff (253) 845-7013

}{_ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Recelpt
[Date

| acknowledge receipt of 5 for ABATE of Washington Spring Opener 2016

From [Sponsoding crganization)

ABATE member name {primted) ABATE member signature

Questions or comments? Please call:
State Coordinator Lyle Coyle (253) 617-8843; Spring Opener Chairman Jimmy G. (253) 678-1713; State Treasurer Koeta Imhaoff (253) 845-7013
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> Phone Number

JOIN C.0.1.R. NOW! o

Mail to: Les Johnston, 12720 4th Ave W, Suite #C Due to conflict of interest, Active or Retired members of Civilian
Everett, WA 98204 or Military Law Enforcement will not be accepted in the
usdefenderles@hotmail.com e Bebemien/ U GLE Prapaan

tam 0 amnot ] Active or Retired Law Enforcement
www.usdefenders.org

IU'S time you did something more to protect your rights!
JOIN AND SUPPORT Motorcyele Riders Foundation  REGISTER, VOTE, WRITE AND RIDE!

[ Annual Indlividual Membership $30 ] 3-Year Individual Membership 380 O Annual Sustaning Membership $100

[ HAnnual Joirt Membership 350 (] 3-Year Joint Membership $130 L] New Member [ Renewal Meamber #

E Freedom Fighter Danation; Osw Oses Os

: PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION

+| FOROFFICE USE G'NL"I" g -
| [Firns A Mama Frione | |

1 Address

| Redemad by I ;

| D | Cary State | Fi 4]

E MAFE__ | E-masl Address

| BpDae | |Aweyoua member of a stale motoroyclists’ rights organization? i Ma I yes, name

+| Mombsat was ghan

: | L1Fin [ hiail with remitiance fo: WMatorycle Riders Fourdation, inc., 1325 G Steet NW, Sulle 500, YWashington, DG 20005

1| OiPaich [202) 546-1563 » FAX, (202) 546-0965 « hitp:wnw. i ang « mrdaficadmd ong

« | [O'Year Rocker H

1| ClNowslatier Visa MasterCard Card # | Exp. Date
| —— _ American Express Signature | Date.
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2016 PLANNER |

ABATE OF WASHINGTON EVENTS

January
1
16
21
23
23

February
13
20

March
11-13
12
19
19
20

April

16
16
16
16
16
23
TBD

May

7

7
14
14
15
15
21
21

June
1"
18
23-26
24

Tacoma Start the New Year Off Right
ABATE of Washington BOD (Spanaway host)
ABATE of Washington Black Thursday

South King County Outta Control Night
Spanaway Chili Cookoff

Tacoma Anniversary & Valentines Party
Spanaway Soup Challenge & Auction

Inland Empire Motorcycle Show

South King County Luck of the Biker Run

East Pierce (ounty Bunny Run

Spanaway Wing Ding

ABATE of Washington Spring Swap Meet — Monroe

(fympia Bike Blessing

East Pierce County Support the Supporters Run
Pacific County Pig Out Run

Spanaway John Kunecke Memorial Run

Tri Cities Liberty Run

Key Peninsula Spring Swap Meet

ABATE of Washington BOD (Tacoma host)

North Kifsap Scavenger Hunt

Kittitas County Iron Horse Trail Motorcycle Show

Key Peninsula Chapter Poker Run

Tacoma Roll ‘Em Out

Pacific Counfy 101 Run

South King County Jim Adams Memorial Ride

Elk Country 10th Annual Mt St Helens Memorial Run

Sky Valley Classic & Antique Motorcyde Show Snohomish

Spanaway Fun Run
East Pierce County Mystery Run

Elk Country 8th Annual Dan George Memorial Run
Elk Country Relay for Life

ABATE of Washington Spring Opener

Spanaway Spring Opener Poker Run

30 ® December 2015 “Dedicoted to FAEEDOM of the Rood™

July

8-10
9-10
16
16
23

August
26-28
26-28

27

Key Peninsula Ride Around the Canal

East Pierce County Independence Run

Elk Country 3nd Annual Chapters Run

South King County ‘Round the Mountain

Spanaway Rock & Libbies Campout & Birthday Bash
ABATE of Washington BOD (Columbia River host)

East Pierce (ounty Teddy Bear Run & Campout
North Kitsap Safety & Education Rodeo

Key Peninsula Brewery Run

September

3
4
1"
17
17

October
22-23
29
TBD

Tocoma Lost Brothers & Sisters Memorial Ride
Eik Country Three Pass Run

Tri (ities Red Bandana Run

Pacific County Fall Run

Key Peninsula Fall Swap Meet

ABATE of Washington STEAM and BOD (Kittitas host)
Tacoma/Spanaway Halloween Party
fnland Empire Second Harvest Benefit Run

November

5
12
12
19

Narth Kifsap Wing Ding
Tacoma Tattered Flag

Tri ities Coats for Kids
Narth Kifsap Wing Ding

December

10

Tacoma Toy Run

Note: Dates are subject to change. This plamner does not
list all 2016 ABATE of Washington events. Thank you to
the chapters and individuals who submitted information,
Be sure ta check the newsletter monthiy for updates in the
Rides and Events section and the website af abate-wa.org.



NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

See full copy of newsletter policy at:
www.abate-wa.org/state,/bylawsandpolicles.aspx

* Deadline is the 15th of each month for the following month's issue

+ Email letters, articles, photos, flyers and ads to newsletter@abate-wa.org or mail
hard copy to address on page 2, attention Newsletter Editor

+ Material consistent with ABATE's purpose as a motorcycle rights organization is
welcomed, particularly articles or images that bear directly on legislative issues
and motorcyclist rights. In submitting work to this publication, authors agree to
the policies of this newsletter with proper acknowledgment of authorship and
source. The newsletter editor reserves the rght to refuse or edit submissions for
space, clarity, content and propriety.

NEWSLETTER AD FORM & RATES

RIDES & EVENTS

Olympia Toy Run (pg 24}

Christmas Scholarship Potluck & Auction
Elk Country Chapter {pg 16)

Chicken Friday Christmas, Rat City Chapter
Toy Run, North Kitsap Chapter (pg 17)
Toy Run, Tacoma Chapter (pg 24)

Pictures with Santa, East Pierce County Chapter (pg 25)

Start the New Year Off Right, Tacoma Chapter
ABATE of Washington BOD (Spanaway hosts) (pg 5)
ABATE of Washington Black Thursday (pg 9)

Qutta Control Night, South King County Chapter (pg 24)
Chili Cookoff, Spanaway Chapter

Preferred Image format: high resolution TIF, PDF, PSD, JPG, PNG, INDD; attach
images to email—please do not embed images within Word

Preferred text article format: type text directly in email body, TXT, DOC, RFT,
PDF; spell check and proof prior to submission

Articles: see number of words guideline below; Letter to the Editor: under 300
words; Editorials and essays: 500-800 words; photos optional

Chapter Reports: 100-450 words optionally accompanied by photos, submit-
ted by Chapter Coordinator, Deputy Coordinator or person authorized by
Coordinator in writing

Chapter fyers: fros, up to one full page per chapter the month of the evant;

2 months prior to event, flyer may be printed at %4 pg size; chapters limited to
one full page flyer/ announcement per month; must have ABATE of Washing-
ton and the chapter name at top; submit in color (minimum image resolution
300 dpi) and optionally, a duplicate in grayscale

Charitable 501(c)3) ads & flyers, commissions, etc.: Sea policy

AD RATES [3-momth, G-month & 12-month pricing reflects a discount off the single month rate; must be pre-paid in full to recelve discount)

1 Month 3 Months & Months 1 Year
DIMENSION
T Ty T WORDS BAW Color BAW Color BEW Color BEW Color
Full page 725" x 107 975 $120mo. %5240 mo. $ii5 mo. %230 mo. $ii0me. 5220 mo. %100 mo. $200 mo.
725" x 4.5"

Half page s yigs 400 570 $140 %65 $130 %60 £120 855 $110

Quarter page 35" x 4.75" 200 $40 280 $37 575 235 &70 £32 564

Eighth page a5 x2" 100 $24 %48 $23 546 $22 $44 $20 540
D e e e e N e R e e e e R e R e R e e e e e e e R e e e e e e e R R e R e e e =S L]
: PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY :
! TODAY'S DATE !
: aorormar [ Jcoior [ minck & white !
1 NAME/COMPANY :
: AD SIZE DFuII pE E] Half pg [:[ Qtr Pg D Eighth Pg :
I aDDRESS !
- rrequeney [ lonce [Jax [ ex [ 12 {1 year) :
- cy. sTae AMOUNT ALL ADWERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID |
i ENCLOSED § IN FLULL TO RECEIVE THE LOWEST RATES |
| PHONE {INCLUDE AREA CODE) MAKE CHECH PAYABLE TO: Poyment must be receaved by the §5th for od |

v spypear in the folowing manth’s msue unless

: FREEDOM/ABATE OF WASHINGTON ™ 7= " approved by the Neseretier |
1 EMAIL PO BOX 8369 m.mﬂﬁu;gkdm for "‘Eﬁﬁﬁ i
] L deodhne. s edsior |
] TACOMA, WA 98418-0369 15, eerie: spoce i maling clase to deadie. |

December 2015 = 3|



PRSRT STD

U.S. POSTAGE
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ABATE of Washington PERMIT NO. 178
PO Box 8369 SALEM, OR

Tacoma, WA 98419-0369
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Change of Address? The Post Office will not forward your newsletter. Please fill out your new information here and mail this page to the address listed above
in the upper left comer.
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