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ABATE is an organization dedicated to the Freedom of the Road, raising public awareness through 
education, political and community action and charitable deeds. Membership is open to anyone, 18 years 
or older, interested in promoting freedom, whether or not you own or ride a motorcycle.
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Unless specified otherwise, the mailing address for officers and committee heads is ABATE of Washington, P.O. Box 8369, Tacoma WA 98419-0369
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Coordinator Lyle Coyle 253-326-5201 coordinator@abate-wa.org

Westside Deputy Coordinator Mike Campbell 253-606-9365
253-862-7753

deputyw@abate-wa.org
57071@msn.com

Eastside Deputy Coordinator Scott Robinson 509-250-2001 scotth_robinson@yahoo.com
deputye@abate-wa.org

Secretary Rona K. Smith 253-924-1981 secretary@abate-wa.org

Treasurer Koeta Imhof 253-845-7013 treasurer@abate-wa.org

NCOM Ambassador Irish McKinney 206-242-4601 ambassadorncom@abate-wa.org

Ambassador at Large Dutch Phillips 253-301-7727 ambassadoratlarge@abate-wa.org
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By-laws Barb Hunter 253-223-9911 bylaws@abate-wa.org

Chaplain Ranger Ric Sander
Rod Tubbs, Asst Chaplain

Ric 509-775-2124 
Rod 360-387-3236

chaplain@abate-wa.org; rangerric21@yahoo.com
Ric - 68 State Park Rd, Republic, WA 99166 
Rod - 909 Vicky Place, Camano Island, WA 98282

Citations Paul Arnold citationsofficer@abate-wa.org

Communications Warner “G-Man” Gilbert 253-224-3273 coml@abate-wa.org

Insurance Mick Gillispie 253-845-7998 abatemember@comcast.net

Legislative “Mr. Breeze” Donnie Landsman 425-495-7000 legislative1@abate-wa.org

Membership Greg “Righteous” Hansen 360-229-6653 membership@abate-wa.org

Newsletter Ron Fryer
Tina Lawson
Cathy Salomone

Ron 360-574-8070
Tina 253-887-7666

newsletter@abate-wa.org
Ron - rcfryer@gmail.com
Tina - dabbles@comcast.net

Parliamentarian Darcy Mugartegui 360-791-2412 P.O. Box 7129, Olympia, WA 98507-7129
parliamentarian@abate-wa.org

Products Roxanna Kelly 253-678-2333 6616 150th St SW Trlr #3, Lakewood, WA 98439
products@abate-wa.org

Public Relations Position vacant

Quartermaster Jay Frasier 253-862-1481 quartermaster@abate-wa.org

Safety & Education Program Lenny Pletsch 360-484-7226 P.O. Box 203, Nasalle,WA 98638
safety_education@abate-wa.org

Sergeant at Arms Tim Wilkins 253-278-7228 tjw8638@yahoo.com

Security Jason McCarter 425-343-2554 chiefofsecurity@abate-wa.org

Spring & Fall Swap Meets Rona K. Smith 253-924-1981 secretary@abate-wa.org

Spring Opener Jimmy George 253-678-1713

State Audit Darcy Mugartegui 360-791-2412 P.O. Box 7129, Olympia, WA 98507-7129 
stateaudit@abate-wa.org

Webmaster Derek VanSpoor webmaster@abate-wa.org

New Membership                    1 year $30         3 year $70         5 year $105

Renewal Membership            1 year $25         3 year $65         5 year $100

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

TODAY’S DATE CHAPTER

NAME CHECK HERE IF INDEPENDENT   
ADDRESS MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (RENEWALS)

CITY, ST ZIP LAST EXPIRATION DATE

PHONE ORIGINAL JOIN DATE

EMAIL

VOTER             Yes      No

Take Action 
Today!

JOIN NOW
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
mail to:  ABATE of WASHINGTON

PO Box 8369
Tacoma, WA 98419-0369

www.abate-wa.org/about/
joinus.aspx

Mail application or
Join Online

STATE DIRECTORY/Membership form
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CHAPTER DIRECTORY
CHAPTER REP CHAPTER CONTACT BUSINESS MEETING SOCIAL MEETING
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Central Washington
P.O. Box 9022
Yakima, WA 98909

Bob Turner
509-830-9043
19Turner61@gmail.com

1st Thursday 6:30 PM
Yakima VFW
18 So 5th Avenue, Yakima

planning mtg 3rd Thurs 6:30 PM
Old Town Pump
3716 Main St, Union Gap

Columbia Gorge
PO Box 357
Goldendale, WA 98620

Micki Robinson 
509-250-2245
mickij_robinson@yahoo.com

2nd Monday 7:00 PM
American Legion 
108 North Grant, Goldendale, WA 98620

Columbia River Keith Parkison
509-760-3199

1st Thursday 7:00 PM
Abby's Pizza
702 Grant Rd, East Wenatchee WA 98802

6:00 PM social prior to business 
meeting

Inland Empire
PO Box 40474
Spokane, WA 99220

Seth McIntosh
509-991-5400
sethmc@hotmail.com

2nd Tuesday 6:00 PM
Sweet Old Bob’s
3243 E Trent Avenue, Spokane, WA

Kittitas County
P.O. Box 1724
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Joe Hill 
509-929-0729
papahill.66@gmail.com

1st Tuesday 6:00 PM Business meeting
Buzz Inn Steakhouse
2202 South Canyon Road, Ellensburg, WA

5:30 PM social prior to business 
meeting

NE Washington
PO Box 1886
Newport, WA 99156

Milt Carvell
503-713-8862
miltcarvell69@gmail.com

2nd Sunday 4:30 PM
Michael’s
208 S. Washington Ave, Newport, WA 99156

Tri-Cities Chapter
PO Box 2425
Richland, WA 99352

Frank Katz
509-539-2898
tricitiesabate@hotmail.com

2nd Thursday 6:30 PM
Clover Island Inn, 4th Fl next to Crow’s Nest
435 Clover Island Dr.,  Kennewick, WA 99336
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Clark County Freedom Riders
13023 NE Hwy 99, Suite 7 Box 110
Vancouver, WA 98686

Ron Fryer
360-574-8070
rcfryer@gmail.com

2nd Thursday 7:30 PM
40 et 8
7607 NE 26th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98665

Elk Country
PO Box 1835
Morton, WA 98356

Brian Lange  
253-209-2439
elkcountryabate@yahoo.com

Last Sunday at 12:00 noon
Moose Lodge
102 Main Ave., Morton, WA 98356

Grays Harbor
PO Box 1032
Aberdeen, WA 98520

Don Florek
360-533-7900
gutterguy67@yahoo.com

2nd Wednesday 6:30 PM
40 et 8
2313 Simpson Ave., Aberdeen, WA 98520

Lewis County
P.O. Box 1108 
Centralia, WA 98531

Pat Payne
360-269-5570
lewiscountyabate@yahoo.com  

2nd & 4th Wed 7:00 PM 
Moose Lodge
Centralia, WA

Pacific County
P.O. Box 203 
Naselle, WA 98638

Lenny Pletsch
360-484-7226 
lenny@wwest.net

1st Sunday 10:00 AM 
Hunter’s Inn
1060 State Route 4, Naselle, WA 98638
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East Pierce County 
PO Box 1348 
Sumner, WA 98390

Noel Ortiz 
206-218-4812
noelortiz1@comcast.net

1st Sunday 10:00 AM 
Buckley Eagles
29021 SR 410 E, Buckley, WA 98321

Rat City
PO Box 46033
Seattle, WA 98146

Tim McCall 
704-400-0556
tcmccall@comcast.net

2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM Business meeting
The White Center Pizza & Spaghetti House
10231 16th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98146

6:00 PM social prior to business 
meeting

South King County
P.O. Box 30 
Milton, WA 98354

Doug Hubbard 
253-691-0814
ultra03hd@gmail.com

1st  Monday 7:00 PM 
Performance Grill 
1525 A St. N.E., Auburn, WA 98002

Spanaway
PO Box 154 
Spanaway, WA 98387

Billy De Hunter
253-223-5393
wcfango3@hotmail.com

1st Tuesday 7:00 PM
Uncle Sam’s American Bar & Grill
16003 Pacific Ave. S, Spanaway, WA 98387

10:00 AM agenda planning mtg
Sunday prior to business mtg

Tacoma 
PO Box 612
Graham, WA 98338-0612

Donnie Ahola 
253-376-8643
Cadhd67@yahoo.com

1st Wednesday 7:00 PM
VFW Post #969 
3510 McKinley Ave East, Tacoma, WA 98404
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North Snohomish County
P.O. Box 1288 
Marysville, WA 98270

Kevin A. Larson 
360-659-7010 
kal45@comcast.net

3rd Sunday 10:00 AM
Everett Eagles (F.O.E. #13)
1216 Broadway, Everett, WA

Sky Valley
P.O. Box 784 
Snohomish, WA 98291

Rod Hobelman 
360-563-9763 
hdreddog92@aol.com

2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Eagles FOE #195
606 Maple Ave, Snohomish, WA 98290
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Key Peninsula
P.O. Box 602
Burley, WA 98322

Jay Jackson
253-884-1909
jayj1251@gmail.com

2nd Thursday 7:00 PM 
Floatation Device Pub & Grill
14511 Sherman Dr. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98332

3rd Thursday 7:00 PM
Location varies (determined at busi-
ness meeting)

Mason County
PO Box 213
Shelton, WA 98584

Derek VanSpoor
360-259-3031
chrome_horse@live.com

2nd Wednesday 7:00 PM Business meeting
Taylor Station Restaurant
62 SE Lynch Rd., Shelton, WA 98584

6:00 PM social prior to business 
meeting

North Kitsap
PO Box 5831 
Bremerton, WA 98312

Chris Varner 
360-440-1344
buellboybynight@aol.com

1st Wed 7:00 PM 
Silverdale All Star Lanes & Restaurant Atrium)
10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale, WA 98383

North Olympic
P.O. Box 3745 
Sequim, WA 98382

Neil Eckerson 
360-683-8598 
eckersonc@olypen.com

3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Las Palomas 
1085 E. Washington St., Sequim, WA 98382

Olympia
P.O. Box 7129 
Olympia, WA 98507-7129

Wayne Mugartegui
360-791-0010
chromeeagle04@gmail.com

1st Thurs 6PM Social hour, 7pm Business Mtg
Tea Leaf II
4646 Pacific Ave SE, Lacey, WA 98503

3rd Thurs Time/Place TBD

SEND UPDATES OR CORRECTIONS TO SECRETARY@ABATE-WA.ORG; WEBMASTER@ABATE-WA.ORG; NEWSLETTER@ABATE-WA.ORG
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Leather...
as it should be.

Stewart Leathers
(360) 892-6586

www.stewartleathers.com

12105 NE 49th Street
Vancouver, WA 98682

Custom Made

The Friendliest Shop 
On The West Coast

Exit 111
8000 Freedom Lane NE

Lacey, WA 98516
Toll Free: 800.694.6447
Phone: 360.705.8515

Hours:
STORE:

 Tues-Sat 9-6 / Sun 11-5
SERVICE

 Tues-Sat 9-6

Early Spring Special

10% Off 
Oil Change

& Full Service

WWW.BACKROADSCYCLE.COM

19114 61ST Ave NE 
Unit #2

Arlington, WA 98223

360-454-0282

Full Machine Shop 
Now Available

H-D Certified & 
Master Craftsman

We work on older 
and newer bikes

Quality Parts and 
Amsoil Products

Pick Up & Delivery 
Available

Affordable Rates

feb-apr14pd
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May Events Lots of food and beverages 
Leather Sale every Saturday
Jackets, Chaps, Vests, Gloves, Wallets, 
purses, belts, fringe, vest extenders, patches 
and a lot of other goodies to choose from 
On site sewing, too!

Come by and say hi, or stay a while 
Free Camping to all ABATE members

May 3    -  Band and Full Lunch

May 10 @ 11 am- Memorial & Celebration of the Life of 	
	                 Greg Jack

May 17 – Main Squeeze & full lunch 
 
May 24 – Clubhouse Breakfast 9-12
                 Run to St. Helen’s View station
                 Kickstands up at Noon
 
May 31 – Francine & The Wobblers
                 Roast Your own Hot Dog Lunch

exp. may2014
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(Fight For Your) FREEDOM Volume 36—Issue 5
Publisher: ABATE of Washington 

P. O. Box 8369, Tacoma, WA 98419-0369
253-326-5201  www.abate-wa.org

State Coordinator: Lyle Coyle 
Editor: Ron Fryer

Thank you to all contributers for this issue.
(Fight For Your) FREEDOM is published monthly by

ABATE of Washington. Circulation 2,500
Contributions: Submissions, both editorial and 

photographic welcome.
Deadline is the 15th of each month for the following month’s 

issue. Send to: newsletter@abate-wa.org Or
FREEDOM, P.O. Box 8369, Tacoma, WA 98419-0639

Contact: Ron Fryer
Copyright © 2014 by ABATE of Washington

FREEDOM is a monthly publication of ABATE of Washington. The views 
expressed by advertisers or correspondents may not necessarily reflect those 
of ABATE of Washington. Its content is based on source material believed 
to be accurate, however, no liability is assumed with regard to accuracy or 
completeness. All input is welcomed. Facts and statistics should include 
sources, credit will be given to all writers. The newsletter editor reserves 
the right to edit all submissions for space, clarity and/or content. Material 
will be printed as space permits.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the written permission 
of the publisher. ABATE of Washington, its officers and members and the 
staff of Fight For Your FREEDOM issue no warranty of safety in any events 
described herein, or guarantee any product or service advertised herein. 
Further, the above named parties accept no responsibility for death, injury 
or loss due to participation in events, or use of advise, products or services 
offered or advertised in this publication.

ABATE of Washington is not classified as a “Charity.” A tax credit cannot 
be taken for making a “charitable donation” to ABATE of Washington.

Name________________________________________ Phone______________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________ State_______________ Zip_______________

eMail____________________________________________________________________________________

Ad Size:           Full Page              Half Page             Quarter Page            Eighth Page                Color

Frequency:           Once             Three times               Six times               Twelve times                Black & White
(All advertisements must be pre-paid in full to receive the lower rates.)

Amount enclosed: $___________________ Make check payable to:  Freedom / ABATE of Washington
									            P. O. Box 8369 
									            Tacoma, WA 98418-0369

AD RATES & INFO

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
(ACTUAL AD SIZE)

Full Page		              7.25” W X 10” H
Half Page  (Horizontal)                  7.25” W X 4.5” H
Half Page (Vertical)                        3.5” W X 10” H
Quarter Page                                   3.5” W X 4.75” H
Eighth Page                                     3.5” W X 2” H

Camera Ready, Laser or High Quality Ink Jet or laser copy
sized to dimensions above and black ink on white paper.

Images:
Photo prints are fine, S.A.S.E. if you want them returned.

Electronic Images: Jpg ok, not a verysharp image. 
Tif or Png preferred

Photos—150 dpi @ 100%
Grayscale—300 dpi @ 100%
Line Art—600 dpi @ 100%
Electronic Complete Ads:

JPG files work, just keep the size manageable please. 
Tif, indd, png, pdf, pub and doc files are fine as well.
Electronics to: newsletter@abate-wa.org  or email to

rcfryer@gmail.com
Checks to address below

Include: Contact Name, Phone, Address, E Mail
Make checks payable to: Freedom / ABATE of Washington

P. O. Box 8369, Tacoma, WA 98418-0369

1 Month
$120/Mo
$70/Mo
$40/Mo
$24/Mo

$240/Mo
$140/Mo
$80/Mo
$48/Mo

3 Months
$115/Mo
$65/Mo
$37/Mo
$23/Mo

$230/Mo
$130/Mo
$75/Mo
$46/Mo

6 Months
$110/Mo
$60/Mo
$35/Mo
$22/Mo

$220/Mo
$120/Mo
$70/Mo
$44/Mo

  1 year
$100/Mo
$55/Mo
$32/Mo
$20/Mo

$200/Mo
$110/Mo
$64/Mo
$40/Mo

Ad Size (Monthly)
Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page
Full page Color
Half page Color
Quarter page Color
Eighth page Color
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“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road”

EDITOR’S CORNER

ABATE of Washington

IN THIS ISSUE/EDITOR

Cover:  ABATE of Washington Tacoma & EPCC chapter members doing a little 
pre-ride planning before the SKCC Dart Run, March 2014
Photo:  Tina Lawson

What is ABATE? On the cover 
of this newsletter is what the 
acronym stands for: 
A Brotherhood Against 
Totalitarian Enactments
So what does that mean? A 
Brotherhood is a group of 
people who gather together 
to accomplish goals that they believe in. 
Against means opposed to. That leaves Totalitarian 
Enactments. According to the dictionary, this is the defi-
nition of totalitarian:  to•tal•i•tar•i•an, adjective: 1. of or 
relating to a system of government that is centralized and 
dictatorial and requires complete subservience to the state.  
The term enactment has this meaning in the Oxford 
English Dictionary: en•act•ment noun \-ˈnak(t)-mənt\ 
Definition of ENACTMENT,  1:  the act of enacting :  the 
state of being enacted 2: something (as a law) that has 
been enacted.  To paraphrase, a totalitarian enactment is 
a law that has been passed by a dictatorial government. 
So as ABATE members we have gathered together to 
oppose laws that are passed by a dictatorial government.  
I believe in this wholeheartedly, as I believe that the ma-
jority of ABATE members do as well. 
The way the ABATE organization is set up is that the 
leadership is governed by the members. Each member 
has a vote and can exercise that vote on various issues 
that determine the policies and bylaws of ABATE. These 

votes are collected at Chapter meetings and the consen-
sus is then brought to the BOD meeting by the Chapter 
Coordinator who then casts the Chapter vote on behalf 
of the chapter members. 
There are others appointed to specific committees and 
duties, like Newsletter Editor or Products Committee Chair. 
Each of the committees is responsible to perform certain 
tasks for ABATE and answers to the Deputy Coordinator 
that oversees that committee. Typically there is a budget 
requested for each committee that you as a member will 
get to vote on in your chapter meeting once a year. 
With all the people in place, ABATE should run like a 
well oiled machine, providing that everyone performs 
their duties in a timely manner. We on the Newsletter 
Committee have to meet certain deadlines for getting 
the finished product to the printer on time so that it gets 
mailed out to you and arrives around the 1st of the month. 
That is why it is so important to get the reports into the 
newsletter by the 15th. Other committees have criteria 
that they must meet as well so that ABATE runs smoothly.
I truly enjoy the work that I have done in the past as 
well as the work that I am currently doing for ABATE. I 
encourage every member to take upon themselves a task 
for their Chapter or for the State. You will feel more a 
part of ABATE and the work is rewarding.
Best Regards,
Ron
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40th Anniversary  Ce lebrat ion

Bent
Bike

OPEN7 Daysa Week

Over 
100 

Used Bikes

Why 

Pay 

Retail?

Leather
Helmets
Parts

“We 

owe it 

all to 

you!”

LYNNWOOD
18327 Hwy 99  (425) 776-9157

M-F 9:00-7:00
Sat:9:00-6:00  Sun 11:00-5:00

AUBURN
4337 Auburn Way (253) 854-5605

M-F 9:00-6:00
Sat:9:30-6:00  Sun 11:00-5:00

Stop

by and

get great 

pricing and 

service 

every day!
Free Tire Mounting with 

purchase of new tire!

Super Value

Your 
One 

Stop 
Shopping Center

Be right on 
target

with guns and 
ammo from 
Bull’s Eye 

Shooter Supply
Open 7 Days A Week 

from 11AM - 7PM
Bull's Eye Shooter Supply LLC
819 River Road, Puyallup WA 98371

Phone:     253-572-6417
E-mail: info@bullseyepuyallup.com

P R E M I U M
GASOLINE
W I T H  N O
E T H A N O L

Fill up with SAFE fuel 
for your motorcycle.

No warranty issues...Better mileage.
Run better with CENEX. 

You won’t be sorry!

Try CENEX Propane 
for your home or shop. 
See the CENEX difference.

Find a CENEX location near you. Go to 
http://locator.cenex.com/
and type in your zip code.
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Custom Tattoo & Body Piercing

ABATE members 
receive 10% off  

already discounted 
prices!

1306 W Kennewick Ave.  Kennewick, WA
 99336  (509) 586-9623  jonisbodyworks@gmail.com

Emergency towing available

Come see us at the 
Spring Opener in June
or just drop by the store
for a friendly visit. We 
would love to see you. SALES   SERVICE   PARTS

Monday - Saturday 9:00AM - 6:00PM
Sunday 11:00AM - 5:00PM

(509) 735-1117
3305 W 19th Avenue, Kennewick, WA 99338

feb-jul2014

Hope to see you at
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FROM THE STATE COORDINATOR
Lyle Coyle

Hi Everyone, 
	 I would like you to welcome the newest chapter in ABATE 
of Washington, the Columbia River Chapter. They are located 
in the Wenatchee area. Keith and his group of members came 
to the April BOD where they were voted in after meeting all 
requirements. So, if you are ever in the Wenatchee area, stop in 
and say hi and if you know someone in the area tell them to join 
them, we can always use more members. At the same time, I 
would like to thank Dutch for all his hard work in getting these 
new chapters up to speed and through the initial process of start 
up. Four chapters in the last two years is nothing to sneeze at.
	 Now as you read this, please realize that the greatest event in 
Washington State is only six weeks away. This year the ABATE 
of Washington Spring Opener is going to be the best event we 
have ever done. Jimmy George and his committee have worked 
very hard to make sure everyone that attends will have something 
to do, they will have great music to listen to, bike raffle, bike 
games, bike show, tattoo contest, scavenger hunt, poker run, 
vendors, and the list just keeps on going. So if you have not 

OFFICER REPORTS
purchased your tickets for the bike raffle (need not be present to 
win) there is no time like the present. Also Spring Opener tickets 
are available from most Coordinators and off the website. You 
really do not want to miss this Spring Opener.
	 We are growing and making progress but we still need people 
to step up and fill some of the open positions we have. We need 
people to serve on:
•	 a products development committee;
•	 a PR person; and 
•	 Chapter Reps for Position 1 (Central Washington, Columbia 

Gorge, Inland Empire, Kittitas County, N.E. Washington, 
and Tri-Cities chapters) 

•	 and Position 4 (N. Snohomish and Sky Valley) 
	 We may be separating some of these to see where we can put 
the Columbia River Chapter. Until we get a chapter rep for these 
areas, if one of these chapters has a concern or something that 
needs to go into the BOD packet, have the Chapter Coordinator 
send it to the State Secretary or one of the Deputy Coordinators.
	 I would like to leave you with something to think about. Are 
you a member that never has anything good to say, complains 
about the way things are done but refuses to step up? Or, do you 
step up but get mad when people won’t do it your way?  Do you 
look at the small picture when you should be looking at the big 
picture? I know members like this and I know they have a lot 
of energy. They just have to channel that energy in a positive 
manner where we can continue to grow.
	 You cannot have a proud and chivalrous spirit if your conduct 
is mean and paltry; for whatever a man's actions are, such must 
be his spirit.                         

ABATE of Washington 2014 Meeting Schedule

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

July 12 - Tri Cities 

October 25-26 STEAM / BOD Kittitas

 ECOM MEETINGS

11:00 AM Johnnie’s in Fife 

unless otherwise posted  

June 1, September 14, November 30

The ABATE of Washington Public Relations Officer position 
is open.  If interested in this position please contact the State 
Coordinator or West Deputy Coordinator.  

According to Bylaws Article XIII - Public Relations,  the State 
Coordinator shall appoint, subject to the aproval of the Board 
of Directors, a State Public Relations Officer who shall handle all 
press releases & other communications on State organizational 
matters.   

The STEAM manual further explains that the PR Officer will 
work with chapter public relations to develop and establish 
working relations with the local community and their 
businesses, advertising with the local media and coordinating 
events with other ABATE chapters.  The State PR Officer will 
also be prepared to speak publicly to recognize and thank hosts, 
sponsors, attending clubs, other organizations and everyone 
who helped make the event a success, always giving recognition 
where due.  The PR Officer seeks out new and interesting 
venues to promote ABATE of Washington and always updates 
and promotes the achievements of ABATE of Washington be it 
State or chapter functions.
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	 Lots of good runs and events planned for this summer. We 
need to focus on making it out to the other chapter runs. I know 
it is hard enough to get people at our own runs, but if only 6 
people from a chapter show up, it will show support. The nice 
thing is it is only a ride. LOL, we all love to roll. So meet some 
like-minded folks and help support their run. You may be sur-
prised at who shows up at your next event in return.
	 The election ballots should be coming out first of May. 
VOTE ! VOTE ! VOTE ! It is your turn to pick the State 
Coordinator. Being straight up about my feelings, I will stay 

with Lyle. He has done a great job and I can tell you he works 
around the clock. Enough said.
 	 Spring Opener is coming like a freight train. You better have 
your spots picked out and your game plan on. This will be a hell 
of a big party this year. Make the ride. Enjoy the  benefits of 
being a member of a group that is not only a legislative hammer 
in the state, but we put on a hell of a party...sweet.
	 Sorry I was not at BOD. I like the choice the board made 
about the patch. It is red, white and blue--looking good. That's 
all folks. See you on the road. 

EASTSIDE DEPUTY COORDINATOR
Scott Robinson

WESTSIDE DEPUTY COORDINATOR
Michael "Critter" Campbell
	 ABATE of Washington has an important election coming up 
this month for State Coordinator.  The candidates are Lyle Coyle, 
incumbent and Ron Fryer, Clark County Chapter Coordinator.  
	 All members of record in good standing as of April 1st will 
be mailed a ballot on May 1st.   It is very important that you 
return your ballot to the address on the ballot to be received prior 
to Saturday, June 7th when the Post Office Box will be closed 
and ballots counted. 
	 Any member not receiving a ballot by May 15, please contact 
the membership secretary at:  Greg Hansen 360-229-6653 or at: 
membership@abate-wa.org.

OFFICER REPORTS

	 When you receive your ballot, mark your vote choice and fold 
so ABATE of Washington, PO Box 5189, Lacy, WA  98509 is 
on the outside, tape closed and provide postage.  Do not remove 
your name, member number and address as this is used by the 
election committee to validate your ballot.
	 The Teller Committee (i.e. Election committee) for this 
election consists of the following Chapter Deputy Coordinators:  
South King County, Olympia, and Mason with Sky Valley as 
an alternate.  The teller committee is chaired by the State Sgt at 
Arms: Tim Wilkins.
	 ABATE of Washington Bylaws covering Elections are: 
Article VII, 7.1 thru 7.9. 

ABATE of Washington members attended the signing by Governor Jay Inslee of 
SB 5141 Red Light Bill and Proclamation of the month of May as Motorcycle Awareness Month, 3/31/14



12    May 2014  “Dedicated to FREEDOM of the Road”

My name is Lyle Coyle, I am the current State Coordinator 
for ABATE of Washington. I am now running for a second 
term in this position, I have been a continuous member for 
a little over 30 years with a good portion of these years 
being an officer in one position or the other. I believe very 
strongly in ABATE of Washington, the work we do, and the 
people that make this organization a success. I believe this 
is and should be a membership run organization. We have 
a very diverse group of people that make up ABATE of 
Washington and think that our diverseness is a positive we 
have to embrace and work with to make this organization 
grow even more. Over the past year and half we have been 
moving in the right direction and I would like to continue 
to lead our organization to more success’s. Please help 
me help us vote for me for ABATE of Washington State 
Coordinator.

                                                                Lyle Coyle  

Hello. I am Ron Fryer, your 
newsletter editor for 6 years,  a 
Chapter Coordinator for 5 years, 
and a chapter rep for the past three 
years, and I am running for State 
Coordinator. I have over 40 years 
experience running successful 
businesses, have organized and 
run three non-profit charities, 
and have ridden motorcycles for 
most of my life. 
I will make sure that your individual vote on ABATE 
issues is not ignored and that your chapter vote is heard at 
the BOD meetings.  Your vote is important to me.
I am a good listener and welcome ideas that will help 
ABATE grow and improve. 
I would like to see ABATE become more politically 
successful than they have been and increase our voice at 
the Capitol. I would like to have every member trained 
on how to become politically active and how to approach 
legislators, both during session and off-session. 
I would like to see joint and multi chapter events as well as 
chapter rides to other chapter events. I feel that camaraderie 
among chapters is important to help ABATE grow.  
Together we can make ABATE of Washington into what 
it should be and can be. Vote smart; vote for me for State 
Coordinator.

                                Ron Fryer

JOIN C.O.I.R. NOW!
Mail to: Les Johnston, 12720 4th Ave W, Suite #C

Everett, WA 98204

usdefenderles@hotmail.com

www.usdefenders.org

Name
Address
City, ST ZIP
Phone Number
Email (req’d)

Due to confl ict of interest, Active or Retired members of Civilian 
or Military Law Enforcement will not be accepted in the

US Defenders/C.O.I.R. Program

I am      am not     Active or Retired Law Enforcement
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From HIGHWAYMAN (ROGER HANSON), DEP. COORDINATOR

	 Wow! Can you believe it's time for the 18th Annual Sky 
Valley Classic and Antique Motorcycle Show? This is it!!!! So 
pack up your bags, put a wax job on your machine and head to 
Snohomish on the third Sunday this month (May). 
	 The full page flyer is in this month's newsletter so check it 
out. This year is going to be better then ever with a beer garden!!! 
More vendors and more room for vendors on the main street. 
Don't be afraid to enter your machine as we have many catego-
ries that you can win in. Also since the parking on First will be 
limited to one block due to our new layout, remember for only 
15 bucks you can park in the show area right in front of all the 
action and have a chance at one of the huge trophies for your 
category. So we will see you on the main drag!!!!
	 As a side note on this year's show, I would like to send a 
personal thank you to our own Rose for spending so much time 
and effort into making this show the best so far.
	 For those of you who attended the BOD you know by now 
that our original patch is now the one and only!! So order your 
large patch today and show your RED WHITE and BLUE so 
finally people will know who we are. 
	 Also a quick thanks to all who showed at our Shakin' the 
Winter Blues party. It was a lot of fun and great to see some old 
and new friends. Music, food, silent auction and all the laughs 
made for a great time.
	 This month also kicks off our end-of-the-month run the last 
Sunday of the month. We start at the Buzz Inn at the Snohomish 
airport. This month our new road captain "Eagle Ray" says don't 
eat breakfast, just have coffee as we are headed to Skokomish 
for lunch! So show up at 11 am and ride with our chapter for 
some back road fun. Well I guess that is all for now so...See you 
in the wind 

Sky Valley Chapter

From DON FLOREK, COORDINATOR

	 It's getting closer to our Spring Opener, the weather  is getting 
warmer and for longer periods of time. Soon it will be on us and 
the fun will be in full swing. 
	 After Spring Opener, the following weekend is our Flat 
Mattress run.  This year we are taking it to North River right 
next door to the historic Brooklyn Tavern. We are still doing all 
the fun stuff that we've done in the past and we are adding some 
things too. So, if you haven't been to this run or to the Brooklyn, 
then take this opportunity to enjoy a scenic  ride with lots of 
good times and friends.
     I want to thank Pacific County Chapter for their help. I hope we 
will be neighbors at Spring Opener, we had a great time last year.
Till next time, G.H.C. 

Grays Harbor Chapter

From CHRIS VARNER, COORDINATOR

Hello All from North Kitsap:
	 On Saturday May 31st, we will have a Memorial Ride to 
Hurricane Ridge in honor of Michael Lynn Hammitt (Kitsap 
Mike). There is no ride fee, but the Park has a entrance fee. It is 
just a get-together to remember our friend. We are meeting at 
Allstar Lanes in Silverdale. KSU at 10:00 a.m. If you go early 
you can enjoy breakfast. When we arrive at Port Angeles, we will 
stop at the Safeway store and purchase sandwiches or Deli food 
to put in our saddle bags to take up to the top of the Mountain 
to picnic. If you can, please come join us. It is a beautiful ride 
for a beautiful reason.
	 We will be riding in the Viking Fest Parade on May 17th. 
All entrants must be in Viking Apparel...sooo we are all wearing 
the plastic-type Viking Helmets with the horns. Some have long 
braids attached, in case you don't have your own. We will prob-
ably be leaders of the Parade as we were last year. We will be 
meeting at the Destination Harley Shop in Silverdale at 11:00. 
Please contact us at 360-307-9736 and leave a message for us 
to call you back or let us know if you can join us. You can pur-
chase your Helmets at party costume stores. The Viking Fest is 
a weekend Party in Poulsbo. Lots to do and see. And of course, 
Poulsbo is quaint and scenic.
	 We hope to see you at our May Events. Until then Be Safe, 
Be Happy, Be Ridin’  

North Kitsap Chapter

CHAPTER REPORTS

From “MILES” MICKI ROBINSON, COORDINATOR

Hello from Central WA: 
	 Columbia Gorge Chapter will be having a Poker run in July.  
This year it is dedicated to our late secretary Lori Baranovich 
who passed away unexpectedly in January. This will be the 1st 
annual...more info to came later. Hope to see you all there.
	 According to our fill-in Coordinator Frank Thompson, the 
BOD meeting was long but very informative and had the most 
attendance of any other BOD. Congratulation to all that showed 
up. 
	 The weather is warming up and many chapters are starting 
to get their runs going again. Let's all support each other's events 
when possible.
	 The Spring Opener is just around the corner. Scott and I are 
really looking forward to seeing everyone again, being that we 
missed it last year.
	 It is with a great big THANK YOU to our Treasurer Tina 
Krause for all her hard work getting our By-Laws updated and 
passed at the BOD. Ya'll ride safe...

Columbia Gorge Chapter
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CHAPTER REPORTS
Elk Country Chapter
From BRIAN LANGE, COORDINATOR

	 Greetings from the heart of Elk Country!! It's been busy to 
be sure. As I write this, it is only a week after the Monroe Swap 
Meet. I was really impressed and pleased to see nearly half our 
membership make the two-plus hour trip from Elk Country to 
Monroe. Yesterday was the American Steel MC's Rain or Shine 
Run which came down through our neck of the woods. It was 
good to see so many bikes rolling down the road in such nasty 
weather to support the Spring Opener. Next week will be the 
BOD up in Pacific, and you all will no doubt be reading about 
that in more detail elsewhere.
	 At our last meeting, it was voted to sponsor the Rally At 
Morton, but postpone it until August of 2015 to give a bit more 
time for planning and organization, as well as finding additional 
sponsors. Also, three of our members volunteered to ride to the 
Lewis County Head Start center in Randle and give the kids there 
a treat of checking out the bikes and to talk about motorcycle/
tricycle safety and rules of the road.
	 A special congratulations to all the members around the state 
who supported A.B.A.T.E.'s efforts in getting SB5141 (The Red 
Light Bill) passed into law. The "Bikers" showed in strength 

and appreciation at the signing ceremony when the Governor 
signed the bill into law. As well as having both the Senate and 
the Governor proclaim May as "Motorcycle Awareness Month." 
Now let's focus on making Washington a "Pro-Choice" state by 
getting the law passed giving all riders the CHOICE of whether 
to wear a helmet or not.
	 OK, I'll climb down off my soapbox and finish this up with 
an invitation.  By the time you are reading this, the Elk Country 
Chapter's Mt St Helens Memorial Ride will be approaching. 
Come join us in remembering the 57 men, women and children 
lost when the mountain blew. We'll be meeting at the Gateway 
Food & Fuel Shell at exit 49 and I-5 in Castle Rock. Then, 
riding up through the blast zone and onto Johnston's Ridge to 
gaze into the crater of the mountain. All bikes and yes, cages 
too, are welcome. If you haven't ridden on this road, you'll be 
sorry you missed it. We ride, rain or shine.
	 Ride Free, and we'll catch you on the road sometime...

Elk Country Chapter members at the 2014 ABATE Spring Swap Meet, Monroe, WA
 L to R: Ryan Blackett, Jim Blackett, Maurice "Mo" Thomas, Rick Jenkins (seated), 

Melissa Jenkins (seated), Brian Lange, Duward Brown
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CHAPTER REPORTS

Tri-Cities Chapter

Spanaway Chapter
From BILLY DE HUNTER, COORDINATOR

	 Am I the only one that got bored to death at the state meeting? 
I thought they should be fun to go to and informative. This one was 
not for me. I hope this is not a trend to come. Enough venting on that.
	 The weather is giving us a hint of our Summer to come I hope. 
I'm sure loving the sun we have had so far.
	 May is Motorcycle Awareness Month signed into effect by our 
Governor at the signing of the Red Light bill. This should also remind 
us all to be aware of other motorcycles and them cars that don't. 
Always look twice.
	 April was a very busy month for the Spanaway chapter. On Easter 
we had our Bike Blessing by Band of Brothers Preacher and a small 
Easter service, then an adult Easter egg hunt. It was a fun day for all.
	 We had our End of Winter run with all our Brothers and Sisters 
from Elk Country Chapter and all our other Chapter members who 
showed up to support this fun yearly run. All who supported it was 
appreciated.
	 We also had our road clean up on the 19th even with a ton of runs 
that weekend. We still had a good showing and got it done. We are 
also supporting a diabetes run for some of our members. Very busy 
month for us indeed. 
	 Not to early to get your Spring Opener plans in swing. Get your 
tickets early and save money. Please help sell the bike raffle tickets. 
We need to sell a lot more yet. The Spring Opener Poker run is all 
planned out. We have a great looking t-shirt for it as well. We will be 
selling them right up to the run. If you want one contact any Spanaway 
member.
	 Our meetings are now on the 1st Tuesday of every month, social 
is on the 4th Tuesday.
	 We at the Spanaway chapter wish all our Brothers and Sisters a 
safe summer of riding and partying.  

From CATHERINE “CHATTY” SALOMONE, SECRETARY

	 By the time you read this our Liberty Ride will have 
happened. As I am writing this, last minute plans and 
details are in place. We hope it was as successful as an-
ticipated and that everyone had a great time! We would 
like to thank all who sponsored our t-shirts and helped us 
to help the NRA in their fight for our second amendment 
rights. Thank you Ron Fryer for sponsoring our t-shirts 
and all the work you have done to help our chapter with 
this event, including your attendance! Much thanks to 
the Long Branch for their hospitality and to the Tri Cities 
Metallic Silhoutte Gun Range.
	 Glad we now have time to start enjoying the summer 
and riding season. Looking forward to going on many 
rides and events. Many of us are going to the Fossil Run 
in Oregon on Memorial Day weekend. We are looking 
forward to the Spring Opener as well 
	 Not much else to report other than to tell you that our 
June meeting has been moved up to the first Thursday 
in June, due to the Spring Opener the following week. 
Please mark this on your calendar.
Photo: Ron Fryer and Joni Hamann at TCC Liberty Ride 2013

From LENNY PLETSCH, COORDINATOR

	 Been a full month and it's not even ½ over, hope you 
got your taxes in. Our Pig Out Run will be over by the 
time you read this and our 101 Run will be in my face. 
The monies from the Pig Out will go to Jessy. She's a 
very lucky lil' lady. She got hung up in the tack in the 
horse barn and almost passed away. This hit all too close 
to home as I've known her g-pa for 18-20 years and this 
lil' lady only lives about 150 yards away from my house. 
	 Ballots are in the mail—vote or shame on you. 

Pacific County Chapter

Mason County Chapter
From DLO & NAN BRIDGES, MASON CTY NEWSLTR TEAM

	 Greetings everyone, the Mason County Chapter has 
been busy having fun and planning for more fun. The 
weekend before Easter Sunday our Chapter held our 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt & Party at the home of Rick and 
Darlene, members of our Mason County Chapter. They 
were great hosts and we can’t thank them enough for their 
hospitality. No doubt about it, we couldn’t have picked 
a more perfect day for our party; it was gorgeous, warm 
and sunny!  This year, with such great weather, we had a 
fantastic turnout of adults, children and grandchildren.

continued on page 34 >



May 2014    17



18    May 2014  “Dedicated to FREEDOM of the Road”

CHAPTER REPORTS

From DOUG “CURLY” HUBBARD, COORDINATOR

Hello from SKCC,
	 Looks like the weather is getting nice. Time to get the ride 
serviced for the summer. Last month, SKCC Dart Run was a 
success. Glad to see all the support from other chapters and 
clubs. The weather was sunny and it was good day all around.
	 Many thanks to our chapter members who worked hard 
putting together the BOD meeting location and lunch. Thank 
you to all the Chapters that attended, it was a good turnout. 
	 Events for May are Jim Adams Memorial Ride on May 
10. Registration is 9-10 am at the Iron Horse Casino. Our next 
meeting will be May 5th at Performance Grill in Auburn at 7pm. 
Shiny side up. 

South King County Chapter

Elect Ron Fryer State Coordinator
Make your vote count! ABATE should be run by the 
members, who make the bylaws and policies; a standard to 
which the leaders should follow to conduct the business of 
ABATE. The process involves certain items and proposals 
that are sent to every chapter coordinator to present to 
their chapter members to vote on. That chapter vote 
is then brought to the BOD meeting where the chapter 
coordinators then repeat those votes to the BOD. The 
result is what becomes either a bylaw or a policy. These 
are decided by your votes. Unfortunately, many times the 
vote is not allowed to happen because the issue is “tabled” 
and your votes are not heard. Most of the time when an 
issue is tabled, it is never heard from again. Your votes are 
ignored by the current leadership. This is not right.
If I am elected State Coordinator, I will make sure that 
every issue that members vote on will be voted at the 
BOD meeting, and not tabled. 
The last election for State Coordinator was won by just six 
votes. Your vote counts, so please vote when you receive 
your ballot. Your vote can make the difference whether 
ABATE will grow and flourish or continue to shrink into 
oblivion. Please vote smart, and vote for me.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

From GLENYCE JACKSON, CHAPTER SECRETARY

	 Spring has finally sprung! YAY!! The flowers are blooming, 
the pollen is flying, the nose is running, the eyes are watery. JOY! 
Because it is warm enough to enjoy the Freedom of Riding!
The grass has riz,
Should be mowed, but
On the Road King
Is where we is!
	 The Chapter is busy putting the final touches to the Poker 
Run details so we’ll be ready for you to come enjoy the beau-
tiful scenery on this side of the Puget Sound. Our curvy, two 
lane roads are more laid back than the rush of city streets and 
madness of the freeways. It’s a good ride!
	 Chapter members have also started work on the prepara-
tions for the Motorcycle Show @ Key Fest. We are putting our 
full effort into this community service project that will benefit 
everyone in the Key Peninsula area. It is a Family Friendly event 
with enough adult interest thrown in so that everyone can have 
a relaxing time in the fresh air listening to some good music, 
sampling treats, and exploring the area.
	 Plans are in the works for riding to other Chapter’s events 
during the summer too. We want to help promote “Unity in the 
Community.” We look forward to rides, rides, rides...too bad 
they won’t be with “the top down” here. In other states we enjoy 
the wind blowing over our heads because THAT is the way we 
CHOOSE to ride—FREE!
	 The Board of Directors meeting was loooooong on Saturday. 
UNITED WE RIDE, DIVIDED WE DRIVE
	 In conclusion, enjoy all you do. Do your best. Be happy with 
all you do.
	 See you on May 4 for a ride around the Key Peninsula. Ride 
safe, Ride free. 

Key Peninsula Chapter

Photo at left: SKCC (Jeremy, Colleen, 
Cynthia & Daryl) and TCC on Dart Run, March 2014
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CYCLE TECH

Ethanol in fuel like E-10 or E-15 can cause a great number of 
problems for your motorcycle. Beyond just running poorly, 

using ethanol fuels can actually shorten the life expectancy of 
rubber seals and fuel lines, and seriously damage your engine. 
Fuel economy will also suffer; by as much as 12% for carbureted 
bikes and up to about 4% for fuel injected bikes. The following 
is just a short overview of some of the problems that ethanol 
fuels can cause you and your motorcycle.

Carburetion Issues
Ethanol can cause carburetor jets to become clogged. Also, the 
floats can soften, which means they don’t function properly. 
Leaving the bike difficult to idle, and running rough.

Fuel Tanks
The alcohol in ethanol attracts water like crazy. This can lead 
to rust forming in your fuel tanks. Even to the point of causing 
leaks within a relatively short period of time. Since most fuel 
treatments to remove water from fuel contain alcohol as well, 
adding them does little to help the problem, and can exacerbate 
it. When the ethanol separates into  gas and alcohol in your fuel 
tank, it can really speed up the rust process. As well as causing 
other issues with performance.

Fuel Economy
With carbureted motorcycles, fuel economy can be reduced 
by as much as 12%. Fuel injection has a somewhat lower loss 
rate, but it is still in the 3-4% range. This is in part due to the 
fuel injection system being able to adjust to the lower BTU of 
the ethanol fuel.

Horse Power
Ethanol reduces horsepower, partly due to its lower BTU level. 
Partly due to the fact that to average the final octane rating, a 
much lower octane level gasoline is mixed with the much higher 
octane ethanol. When the two separate in your fuel tank, you first 
burn through the lower octane gasoline. This can lead to pinging, 
and even detonation in your motor. Then, when the gasoline is 
used up, the now nearly pure alcohol is fed into your motor. 
This sudden change can cause damage and performance issues.

Fuel Lines
You should make sure that the fuel lines you are using will not 
deteriorate when using ethanol fuel. Some rubber fuel lines can 
become brittle and crack. They can also begin to decompose and 
bits break off from the inside and flow with the fuel. This can 
cause clogs in your fuel injection or carburetor jets. Either way, 
whether your fuel line becomes brittle and cracks (leaking fuel 
over your hot motor or you as you ride), or breaks down and 
clogs your fuel system it can lead to costly repairs in the shop 
later. So be sure your fuel lines are approved for use with ethanol.

Here is an experiment you can do for 
yourself that will show you just how 
quickly ethanol fuel will breakdown

Take a pair of pint Mason jars and fill them about three quarters 
of the way with ethanol. Drop a small, but clean new nut and bolt 
into each jar. Then, to one jar add a little bit of fuel preservative 
(Sta-bil, or an equivalent). Mark both jars with a sharpie to show 
the fuel level. Seal both jars and put them in a covered area and 
forget about them for a few weeks or a month.

After the month has passed, take a look, and you should see 
that quite a bit of the fuel has evaporated (in your fuel tank 
this evaporation will help promote rust). Also, check out and 
compare the two jars of fuel to each other. Do they look the 
same? And how does the bolt look inside of each one? Now put 
them back on the shelf for another couple of months. Imagine 
these jars as your fuel tanks sitting over winter when you don’t 
get to ride as much.

When you check back on the jars after two or three months, I 
have a feeling you will be amazed at how downright nasty the 
fuel looks. Especially the untreated jar of fuel. Can you imagine 
how that would burn in your engine? And how does that nice 
shiny new nut and bolt look? That is how the metal parts of 
your fuel tank, and fuel system will begin to look. If you are 
like many riders and take your bike to the shop for repairs, how 
much does a carburetor rebuild, or an injector replacement cost? 
Or even worse, if it should clog or even close off a carburetor 
jet, leaning out your fuel way too much. That can cause some 
serious (and costly) damage to your motor.

If at all possible, I would advise using non-ethanol gasoline. 
Yes, I know it can be difficult to find. Personally, I know of 
only one gas station here in east Lewis County that has it, but 
luckily it is close to where I work, so I use it as often as I can. 
If you can’t find non-ethanol fuel, then I would suggest a treat-
ment that stabilizes ethanol. Some of the better ones that I (or 
friends of mine) have had good experience with are Lucas and  
Spectro brands. 

As long as the government is so intent on forcing us to use ethanol 
fuels, we need to be smart about it and protect our motors and 
fuel systems. One of the things ABATE members can do is to 
contact your Congressman and Senator in Washington, DC and 
ask them to support our efforts to force the EPA to remove the 
requirement for ethanol fuels. It isn’t really a ‘Green’ solution 
since it lowers fuel mileage, which then means we are using more 
of it. But then, it is really all about control, and not really about 
the environment. Catch you on the road sometime. 

Ethanol and Your Bike By 8 Ball Brian

EDITOR'S NOTE: For additional non-ethanol fuel sources, see our Spring Opener 
sponsor "Centex Fuel" ad on page 8 of this issue
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We had a mild, dry winter, but it’s that time of year again. 
Time to pull the bike out of storage, check the battery, put 

air in the tires, put in fresh fuel, and shake the cobwebs out of 
the exhaust pipes with a run to Upper Kittitas County. Kittitas 
County Chapter’s annual Freeze Your Ass Off Ride always starts 
in Ellensburg and ends at The Inn Between bed and breakfast in 
Roslyn, elevation about 2100 feet.
	 This year, the rides started at Red Horse Diner, a favorite 
meeting place for many riders. Some of us arrived early and 
ordered from the menu, and a few arrived just as we were ready 
to head west and north into the Cascade foothills. Road Captain 
Phil Haga went to fuel up while the rest of us waited for the 
stragglers to show up. Seven bikes started the ride and two four-
wheeled vehicles followed at different times.
	 Deputy Coordinator Brian Gordon lead the ride on the first leg 
to Cle Elum, along 27 miles of curvy, hilly, twisting back roads. 
From University Way, we headed east through one four-way stop 
and out Thorp Highway. For about 16 miles, we rode parallel 
to I-90, past the golf course, hay fields, and ranches. Then we 
crossed over the freeway at Taneum Rd and took a sharp left at 
Thorp Prairie Rd and started climbing. The grasslands gave way 
to pine forest. After 3 miles and the first snow on the ground, we 
crossed back over to the south side of the freeway and followed 
Upper Peoh Point Road and Lower Peoh Point Road another 6 
miles into South Cle Elum.
	 Our first stop was Mike’s Tavern on First Street in Cle Elum, 
across from the Cle Elum Bakery and Owen’s Meats. Owner 
David Bowen was not in, but we dropped off flyers for the Iron 
Horse Trail Motorcycle Show. After a long break and a couple 
of cold ones, we rode about 4 blocks to Keg Cellar to drop off 
more flyers and tell more stories. Beryl and Christopher walked 
2 blocks to Caboose Bar and Grill to leave more flyers and ask 
about a sponsorship for the poker run on May 3. 

	 With business in Cle Elum out of the way, we saddled up and 
headed north 6 miles to Ronald. While our ultimate destination 
is Roslyn, we went all the way to the Old #3 to drop off flyers 
and chat with Clay Wickstrom, the owner, about sponsorship. 
Nachos and cold drinks handled, we headed back the 3 miles to 
Roslyn, with some people sidestepping at The Pastime and The 
Brick to leave flyers before ending up at The Inn Between. The 
roads were all clear, but there was still over a foot of compact 
snow on the ground in Roslyn and Ronald. Some riders headed 
back home Saturday afternoon, but several stayed for a night of 
fun. What actually transpired is known only to those who stayed 
the night. 

MARCH 15
KITTITAS COUNTY 
CHAPTER ANNUAL

By BERYL KELLEY, Kittitas Chapter 

Your Ass Off RideFREEZE

Top: Snow on the roof of The Pastime in Roslyn
Bottom: Christopher, Phil, Karla, Joe, Linda, Mike, Laura, Laurie and Jim at The Inn Between, Roslyn
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From the latest News releases from the MRF:
CDC Task Force Pushes Universal Mandatory Helmet Law
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) reports that a task 
force that is funded by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
has issued its findings statement for motorcycle safety, with the 
singular solution being universal mandatory helmet laws. 
The CDC asserts that fatalities have nearly doubled since 2000 
while failing to take into account the increase in registered mo-
torcycles. In fact, in 2000 there were 2,862 fatal crashes for 4.9 
million registered motorcycles. That means 
in 2000 .058% of all registered motorcycles 
were involved in a fatal crash. In 2010 there 
were 4,502 fatalities for 8.4 million regis-
tered motorcycles, which puts just .053% of 
registered motorcycles, a slight decrease in 
the ratio of registered motorcycles to fatalities 
with 3.5 million more motorcycles on the road. These are just 
some of the facts about the CDC research that have been pre-
sented in all four MRF conferences going back to fall of 2012.
“It is deeply troubling that some of our brightest researchers 
refuse to acknowledge rider education and awareness cam-
paigns as effective means to saving lives,” said Jeff Hennie, 
Vice President of Government Relation and Public Affairs for 
the MRF.The MRF worked with the House of Representatives 
to send a letter to the CDC asking them to not focus on motor-
cycle safety, but rather leave that to the relevant transportation 
agencies. The CDC’s response was that they needed to be in-
volved in all preventable injuries, because they have the newest 
research available. 
Use the MRF’s latest “Fact or Fiction” piece, which was made 
public at this past year’s “Bikers Inside the Beltway” event in 
D.C. in May of 2013 to educate your legislators. The one page 

By JAY & GLENYCE JACKSON
MRF Reps for Washington State

MRF REPORT

document has information about the CDC and the misconception 
related to the effectiveness of helmet laws. 
You can view the “Fact or Fiction” piece here:
http://www.mrf.org/pdf/MRF_FactOrFiction2013.pdf

Bikers Inside the Beltway
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation is pleased to report that the 
6th annual Michael “Boz” Kerr Bikers Inside The Beltway will 
be held Thursday, May 15th in the nation’s capitol, Washington 
D.C. The Motorcycle Riders Foundation will have secure free 

parking for motorcycles just steps from the 
U.S. Capitol Building. 
Last year this event drew hundreds of motor-
cyclists from across the country. Don't miss 
out on the greatest gathering of politically 
active motorcyclists in Washington, D.C.

9:00 am to 11:00 am is arrival, registration, 
instruction and lobby material pickup. Meet at the motorcycle 
parking area on 3rd street, map below. 
(Check www.mrf.org for the event flyer)
The MRF encourages you to schedule appointments with your 
Representative and Senator’s offices.

The work motorcycle riders do is an on-going task. The MRF 
works for all riders all year long in the other Washington.  Join 
today to do your part in the Fight for Freedom. Join us for a ride 
to the Best of the West in Colorado in May. Help us do our part 
supporting the work on the federal level.
FREEDOM
Ride safe, Ride free,
Jay & Glenyce Jackson
MRF Reps for Washington
253-884-1909

 “We’re in the 		
     Freedom business”	
			      —Karen Bolin
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Before we get to the subject matter 
at hand, let me address two impor-
tant preliminary matters. The first is 
explaining what the Community 
Preventative Services Task Force 
(CPSTF) is. The second is to explain 
the purpose of this article. The CPSTF 
is a task force whose members are ap-
pointed by the Director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) for the purpose of providing 
studies which recommend programs 
and policies to improve health. Their 
latest report focuses on motorcycle 
fatalities and injuries. The study recom-
mends universal motorcycle helmet 
laws as the sole method to reduce 
fatalities and injuries. The report fails 
to address ways to prevent or reduce 
motorcycle crashes. There is no mention 
of motorcycle training and education. 
The recommendation instead focuses 
on surviving the inevitable crash.

Now for the purpose of this article. 
First and foremost let me explain 
what the purpose is not. I am neither 
attacking nor defending universal 
motorcycle helmet laws. As of this 
writing, 19 states have made the deci-
sion to keep them in place while 31 
states have elected to allow motorcycle 
riders to make their own decision about 
wearing helmets. It is a topic which 
sparks much debate and disagree-
ment within the riding community as 
a whole. The purpose of this article 
is to suggest that we motorcyclists 
should not simply accept what we 
are told by official sounding entities. 
Before we accept restrictions being 
placed upon us, perhaps we should 
ask some hard questions rather than 
accept the opinions of those who 
want to convince us that motorcy-
cling is inherently dangerous, and 
that we are all destined for a terrible 

crash. Trust me; it is not just govern-
mental entities that want to convince us 
of this. Each one of us have been at a 
social gathering where someone, upon 
finding out that we ride a motorcycle, 
has felt the need to tell us about their 
family member or friend who died in 
a horrific motorcycle accident. I have 
never had that happen when someone 
found out that I purchased a car. I guess 
people don’t die in car crashes. But I 
digress. Let’s get back to the CPSTF.

The CPSTF’s latest recommendation 
comes on the heels of the CDC study 
that came to the same conclusion, which 
is that all states should have universal 
motorcycle helmet laws. The CPSTF 
points to several factors in making 
its recommendation. They point to 
increased motorcycle fatalities. They 
claim that states with universal motorcy-
cle helmet laws experience less motor-
cycle related fatalities while states that 
allow adults to choose whether or not to 
wear a helmet experience more mo-
torcycle related fatalities. The CPSTF 
claims that wearing a motorcycle 
helmet reduces the risk of a fatal injury 
by 42%. Finally the CPSTF claims 
that states which implement universal 
motorcycle helmet laws experience 
an economic benefit, while states that 
repeal universal helmet laws experience 
increased costs. Let’s take each of these 
assertions and ask some questions based 
upon data provided by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FDHA). Both web-
sites are below should you wish 
to look this up for yourself.

http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/depart-
ments/nrd-30/ncsa/STSI/USA%20
WEB%20REPORT.HTM

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/
statistics/abstracts/2011/

First let’s look at rising motorcycle 
fatalities. One thing that NHTSA looks 
at with overall motor vehicle fatalities 
is motor vehicles fatalities per 100,000 
registered motor vehicles. That gives 
the raw number some context. What 
happens when we do the same with 
motorcycle related fatalities?  The most 
recent numbers provided by the federal 
government give us motorcycle related 
fatalities and motorcycle registrations 
for the years 2008 to 2011. In 2008 there 
were 5,312 motorcycle related fatalities 
nationwide. In 2011 there were 4,612. 
In 2008, the number of motorcycle 
related fatalities per 100,000 registered 
motorcycles was 68.93. By 2011 that 
number had steadily declined to 56.44. 
It would appear that motorcyclists are 
moving the numbers in the right direc-
tion. Being that there was no change in 
the number of states that had universal 
motorcycle helmet laws during that 
time period, it is hard to conclude that 
universal helmet laws are responsible 
for the decrease in motorcycle related 
fatalities. Could it be that increased 
focus on training and education is 
having a positive effect?  It is impossi-
ble to tell with any certainty. However, 
learning how to avoid a crash is a 
more appealing strategy in my book 
that merely trying to survive one.

Next let’s look at the claim that that 
states with universal motorcycle helmet 
laws experience less motorcycle related 

OPINION & INSIGHT

Community Preventative Services Task Force 
Recommends Universal Helmet Laws Nationwide

 BY MATT DANIELSON
MCGRATH & DANIELSON

THE MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP
1-800-321-8968

MOTORCYCLELAWGROUP.COM

continued on page 28 >
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fatalities than states which allow adults 
to choose whether or not to wear a 
helmet. If we were to look at motor-
cycle related fatalities in all of the states 
which have universal helmet laws and 
compare them to motorcycle related 
fatalities in states which allow choice, 
shouldn’t we see a disparity between 
the two groups of states?  If wearing a 
motorcycle helmet reduces the risk of a 
fatal injury by 42%, shouldn’t we see a 
rather large disparity between the two 
groups of states?  Interestingly, that is 
not the case. Between 2008 and 2011, 
jurisdictions with mandatory motorcycle 
helmet laws averaged 60.26 motorcycle 
related fatalities per 100,000 registered 
motorcycles. States with laws allowing 
adults to choose whether or not to wear 
a helmet averaged 57.90 motorcycle 
related fatalities per 100,000 registered 
motorcycles during that same period. 
Given those numbers, I am left with 
no choice but to seriously question 
the claims made by the CPSTF.

Finally let’s look at the CPSTF’s con-
clusion with regard to the economic 
impact of universal helmet laws. The 
CPSTF claims that 12 studies looked at 
the economic benefit after implemen-
tation of universal helmet laws, and 
that four directly comparable studies 
reported benefits ranging from $29.3 

million dollars to $96.1 million dollars 
per 100,000 registered motorcycles 
per year. They further assert that five 
studies looked at the economic impact 
of repealing universal helmet laws and 
that three directly comparable studies 
reported increased costs ranging from 
$1.8 million dollars to $27.2 million 
dollars per 100,000 registered motorcy-
cles per year. At face value, that would 
cause one to conclude that universal 
helmet laws save money, while laws 
allowing choice cost money. However, 
let’s ask a few important questions. 
First, how did these studies come to 
these conclusions? The first claim is 
that the implementation of universal 
helmet laws resulted in benefits ranging 
from 29.3 million dollars to 96.1 million 
dollars per 100,000 registered motor-
cycles. Why is there a gap of 67 million 
dollars between these estimates?  That 
seems rather large. How were these 
estimates calculated?  How old are these 
studies?  Other than Louisiana, no state 
has implemented a universal helmet law 
in over twenty years. Additionally, why 
is it that the costs suffered from repeal-
ing a universal helmet law is anywhere 
between 1.8 million dollars and 27.2 
million dollars, but the benefit of imple-
menting one is anywhere between 29.3 
million dollars to 96.1 million dollars?  

Shouldn’t the numbers be the same?  
Shouldn’t the cost of repealing a uni-
versal helmet law be comparable to the 
benefit of implementing one?  Finally, if 
the CPSTF’s claims are true, why don’t 
we see higher health and motor vehicle 
insurance premiums in states which 
allow choice while seeing lower pre-
miums in states with universal helmet 
laws?  I highly doubt that the insurance 
industry would simply absorb such costs 
without passing them on to the consum-
er. Yet there is no evidence that states 
which allow adults to choose whether 
or not to wear a motorcycle helmet 
experience higher premiums than states 
which have universal helmet laws.

In the end, every rider must decide for 
themselves whether they believe that 
universal motorcycle helmet laws are 
a reasonable restriction on riders, or 
an unwarranted intrusion upon per-
sonal choice. I would merely suggest that 
in making that decision we not simply 
accept as true recommendations and con-
clusions merely because they come from 
official sounding entities. Groups can have 
agendas, and a study can be a tool for ad-
vocacy rather than an objective analysis of 
accurate data. Speaking for myself, I find 
the latest recommendation of the CPSTF 
to be the former and not the latter. 

OPINION & INSIGHT
>Continued from page 27

ABATE of WA 2014 Spring Swap Meet, Monroe, WA, L to R: John & Rona set up; shoppers
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	 The afternoon started off with a lively Easter egg hunt for the 
kids, from tots to teens. Afterwards each child received an Easter 
goodie bag packed with stuffed bunnies, candy and toys.
	 After the hunt it was time to eat! The barbecue grill was siz-
zling with hotdogs and hamburgers, and a huge table was filled 
with a great assortment of potluck side dishes that our members 
brought.
	 The kids’ portion of our party ended about 2pm or when all of 
the kids were tuckered out from running around in the sun. After 
the kids left, it was time for the adult Easter bottle hunt! This was 
a complete kick in the pants and brought out the kid in all of us. 
After we rounded up our well hidden booze bottles we all kicked 
back in the sunshine, swapped stories and laughed ourselves silly. 
	 Besides having fun our Chapter has been busy planning several 
rides. We’d like to thank our committee members who work hard 
planning all of our events and rides. It really takes teamwork to 
make it all happen. Because our Chapter is truly like family and 
we all care about each other we have created a new position, the 
Chapter Member Liaison; Thank you Gary for stepping up to take 
on this task.
	 On another note it is always heartbreaking when we learn of 
the passing of someone in our midst. Our Mason County Chapter 
would like to express our condolences and send our love and 
prayers to East Pierce County who lost member Little Joe and to 
Wayne and Darcy Mugartegui in the Olympia Chapter who lost 
their 23 year old son due to a fall. 
Until we meet again, have fun and ride safe. DLO & Nan  

>Mason Cty Chapter report, continued from page 16



May 2014    35



36    May 2014  “Dedicated to FREEDOM of the Road”

Convenient Appointments:  
Days • Evenings • Weekends • Hospital & Home Visits

The Law Office of

McLaughlin & Associates INC

Your personal injury attorneys. 

MOTORCYCLE 
ACCIDENT?

All Injury & Work 
Related Injury Claims

Call 1 (888) 476-2653 
for a FREE Consultation.

After becoming a victim on my motorcycle by yet another 

careless driver, I was severely injured with broken bones and 

permanent nerve damage.  In the wake of this traumatic 

experience, I was confused with more questions and than 

injuries.  To complicate matters, the opposing insurance 

company tried to blame me for the collision.  After interviews 

with several attorneys, I was very skeptical of their motives.  

Finally, I received a personal reference to contact Wesley 

McLaughlin, and ultimately contracted him to defend me.  

His selfless and compassionate style was apparent early 

on, and was also matched by his staff.   He was truly an 

aggressive advocate for my well-being, and I never doubted his 

commitment to serve me.  His sound advice and ability to offer 

perspectives and answer questions enabled me to make critical 

decisions.  Although no dollar amount could ever equate to 

the physical and emotional pain I suffered, the settlement far 

exceeded my expectations.  I owe my gratitude to the entire 

team of professionals at  McLaughlin & Associates who built 

a strong personal relationship in the process of successfully 

making forceful demands to the defendant. 

           - Michael C.  
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June 
12-15
2014

Silver Ridge Ranch
182 Silver Ridge Ranch Rd

Easton, WA. 98925
Exit 70 off I-90

21 and over ONLY. No pets.  (Service animals allowed)
No Firearms, No Fireworks, No Attitudes. 
No Alcohol Sold On Site.

Contact Jimmy 253-678-1713   
Lyle 253-617-8843   
Ron 360-574-8070

Bike Raffle
Saturday night

Scavenger Hunt Thursday and Friday. Come early and join the fun!
Adv. Tickets $35 for members or $40 for non-members.  Tickets $5 extra at gate.
Go to: www.abate-wa.org/Events/SpringOpener.aspx  Gates open at noon Thursday
RV Spaces $40 w/Hookups.  Call Koeta for reservations 253-845-7013
Live Music Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Bikini
Bike Wash

5 Live Bands

Hell’s Belles

Friday 
Morning

Run

VENDORS

BIKEGAMES

TATTOOCONTEST

BIKESHOW

FREE

CAMPING

GREAT 

FOOD

SHOWERS

FIREWOOD

& ICE
Featuring
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M
AY

3-4 Iron Horse Trail Motorcycle Show, Kittitas County 
Chapter (pg 5)

3 Dice Throw Run, Tacoma Chapter (pg 17)

3 15th Annual Mississippi Charlie Memorial Party
Royal Bear Tavern, Algona, 7 pm, $10 pp, 21 and over

4 Poker Run, Key Peninsula Chapter (pg 19)

8-11 NCOM Convention (pg 35)

10 17th Annual 101 Run, Pacific County Chpt (pg 21)

10 Jim Adams Memorial Run, South King County 
Chapter (pg 23)

10 Tattered Flag Run, Tacoma Chapter

10 Motorcycle Awareness Day Poker Run, 
Inland Empire Chapter (pg 24)

17 8th Annual Mt St Helens Memorial Run, Elk Country 
Chapter (pg 26 )

17 Ride in the Viking Fest Parade, Poulsbo, with North 
Kitsap Chapter, 360-307-9736

17 Dash for Cash, Spanaway Chapter (pg 29 )

18 Sky Valley Motorcycle Show, Sky Valley Chapter  
(pg 30 )

23 Fossil Campout (pg 32)

31 Memorial Ride to Hurricane Ridge in honor of Michael 
Lynn Hammitt (Kitsap Mike), North Kitsap Chapter

6 North Idaho Spring Opener (pg 32)

JU
N

E

12-15 ABATE Spring Opener (pg 37 )

20-22 Flat Mattress Run & Campout, Grays Harbor 
Chapter (pg 32)

28 7th Annual Dan George Memorial Run, Elk Country 
Chapter (pg 32)

29 Children’s Ride

JU
LY

12 ABATE BOD, host Tri Cities

12 3 Pass Run, Elk Country Chapter (pg 34)

13 Motorcycle Show @ KeyFest, Key Peninsula Ch (34) 

19 Round the Mountain Run, SKCC (pg 34)

Policies for the ABATE Newsletter
The deadline for submissions to the ABATE Newsletter is the 15th 
of the month prior to publication.
Chapter reports must be submitted by the Chapter Coordinator, 
Deputy Coordinator or a person authorized by the Chapter 
Coordinator in writing.
Chapter announcements and flyers are free with the following 
restrictions:
•	 Chapters are limited to one full page ad per month
•	 If the event is during the first week of the month, then a full 

page ad is allowed in the previous month’s issue.
•	 If the event is not in the first week of the month, the full page 

ad is limited to the issue published in the month of the event.
•	 Chapters may place ¼ page ads for up to two months prior to 

the event except for the issue that the full page ad is inserted. 
Chapters may not have a ¼ page ad and a full page ad for the 
same event in the same issue. Full page ads may be allowed 
if there is space available in months prior to the month of the 
event at the sole discretion of the Newsletter Team.

•	 All flyers submitted for publication for Chapter events must 
have “ABATE of Washington” and the Chapter name at the 
top of the flyer. Use of the ABATE logo is optional. Any flyers 
submitted without this information will not be considered 
Chapter events and will be subject to policies contained in 
these rules. This may require payment before the flyer can 
be published.

Charities with 501 (c) (3) status must submit a copy of their IRS 
status letter to the Newsletter Team before their ad can be published. 
All events must be motorcycle related. There is no charge for 
charities to place ads under these conditions on a space available 
basis. If there is no space available, the charity has the option to 
pay for the ad at current published rates.
No other discounts or free ads will be allowed.
Commissions: Any ABATE member or Chapter may earn 10% on 
any ads sold for the newsletter.

Disclaimer: We make every effort 
to provide correct information in this 
publication. However, opinions and 
articles are for informational purposes 
only. The opinions of those that submit 
articles may or may not reflect the official 
position of ABATE of Washington. 
The legal landscape surrounding the 
subject matter has MANY political and 
personal influences. Therefore, any and 
all information you LEARN from this 
publication should be independently 
verified. Nothing found throughout this 
ABATE of Washington publication is 
meant to be construed as legal advice.

RIDES & EVENTS/LINKS

HOT LINKS
ABATE of Washington............................. www.abate-wa.org
Central Washington Chapter.................. www.facebook.com/
	 centralwashington.abate
Clark County Freedom Riders............... www.facebook.com/
	 clarkcountyfreedomriders
Cowlitz County ABATE..................... www.cowlitzabate.org
Elk Country Chapter.................. www.facebook.com/groups/
	 elkcountryabate/
Grays Harbor Chapter............................ www.facebook.com/
	 graysharborabate
Inland Empire Chapter........................... www.facebook.com/
	 inland.empire.abate.wa
Kittitas Chapter.................................... www.kittitasabate.org
Lewis County Chapter........................... www.facebook.com/
	 lewiscounty.abate.5

Mason County............................www.abate-wa-masonco.org
North East Washington Chapter............. www.facebook.com/
	 abate.chapter
North Kitsap Chapter............................................nkabate.org
North Snohomish......www.northsnohomishcountyabate.com
Pacific County Chapter.......................... www.facebook.com/
	 pacificcounty.abate
Rat City Chapter................................. www.ratcityabate.com
Renton ABATE....................www.facebook.com/rentonabate
Sky Valley Chapter........................ www.skyvalleyabate.com
South King County Chapter..............www.abate-wa-skcc.org
Spanaway Chapter................... www.abate-wa-spanaway.org
Tacoma Chapter...................................www.tacomaabate.org
Tri-Cities Chapter.......................................www.tccabate.org
Biker Friendly Bar .......................www.bikerfriendlybar.com



PO Box 8369
Tacoma, WA 98419-0369

Dedicated to Freedom of the Road

Free Coffee and Donuts each Saturday 52 weeks a year.
Taco Thursdays May through September
Barbeques each Saturday March through September
Huge Inventory of Pre-Owned Harley-Davidson 
Motorcycles
Huge Inventory of New Harley-Davidson Motorcycles
Huge Harley-Davidson Parts and Accessory Inventory
Huge Harley-Davidson Motorclothes Inventory
Free Pick up and Delivery
Open 7 Days a Week

2302 Pacific Hwy S.
Tacoma, WA 98424
www.destinationharley.com

Bands Every Saturday
52 Weeks a Year

(253) 922 - 3700
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