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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

By Paul Polechla (1990)

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, the
combined effect of wetland destruction,
pollution, and overexploitation for furs was
devastating to North American river otter
populations.  Other direct causes of otter
mortality include incidental take during beaver
trapping, drowning in fishing nets, and road
kills. Populations were reduced to the greatest
extent in regions where:

1) human populations were dense;

2) agriculture or Industrial practices were
intense;

3) wetlands were naturally sparse (le. in
semi-arid  grasslands of the  Great
Plains and arid deserts of the southwestern
United States);

4) oligotrophic waters could not support an
a ate prey base (e.g. the north slope of

a, northern Northwest Territories, and the
northern Hudson Bay region).

Conservation measures implemented at the
beginning of the 20th century, namely
restricted trapping and hunting seasons,
preserving we , and public education,
undoubtedly contributed to the initial recovery
of the North American river otter populations.
The reintroduction and restocking of beavers
from the 1920s to the 1950s also had a positive
influence on otter populations. Otters benefit
from a facultative commensalism with beavers
(Tumlison et al. 1982; Reid 1984; Polechla
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PREVIOUS RIVER OTTER
ORGANIZATION

ou will recognise the title *The Brightwater Journal® and its logo
(shown above) which was published by the River Otter Fellowship in the early 1980's.
organization is no longer active; however, the work accomplished by this group
uch to further the cause of the river otter. The group had over 1,000 members
the newsletter Itself won the "Gavin Maxwell Award® from the World Wildlife Fund

1982. Similar to the goals of the River Otter Alliance, the River Otter

Fellowship was devoted to ‘increasing public knowledge and appreciation of the North
American river otter, and generating an active concern over its numerous problems”,

research in upcoming issues of the River Otter Journal, Through Scott's work with the
newsletter, he found that *it was truly heartening to learn that there really is a
constituency of people out there who care about otters; preserving their habitat, and
restoring healthy populations to places where otters had been extirpated®.
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DOLORES RIVER TRIPS

The River Otter Alliance is pleased to
announce its acquisition of a2 commercial,
low-water, river-running permit on the
Dolores River. Located in the scenic and
r Dolores Canyon in southwestern
Colorado, the Dolores River is the most
recent site of river otter reintroductions in
Colorado.

This permit allows us to offer "wildlife
viewing trips' which will consist of 2-7 days
of boating with an emphasis on small group
size, low-impact camping, and will be
structured to maximize wildlife viewing
opportunitics, especially river otters, While
we certainly cannot promise that participants
will see otters, we will make every effort to
do so while also stopping to observe den
sites, activity centers, etc, Other animals of
interest which are also found in the Dolores
Canyon include: bobcats, desert bighorn
sheep, bald and golden eagles, mountain
lion, peregrine falcon, and wild turkeys,
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Our permit allows us to run trips
during the low water season, which
typically runs from mid-June through the
summer months, Due to the control of
the river flow at the McPhee Dam and
the various demands for the water
elsewhere, river trips will have to be
scheduled according 10 water flows.
River trips are open to all interested
parties; members of the River Otter
Alliance will receive a reduction in the
trip cost. The put-in site for river trips is
located only ten miles from the River
Otter Alliance headquarters, which is just
cutside the town of Dove Creek,
Colorado.
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UTTER FOR THE OTTER
or
EVEN STEPHEN, OTTER EVEN
or
THERE OTTER BE A LAW

I’d really rather save an otter
Than be an anti-aircraft spotter
Or pitty-pat and be a potter
Or read the inkspots on my blotter.

I'd really rather save an otter
Than foreclose upon a Kansas squatter
Or sniff a pink forget-me-notter
Or flatten flies beneath my swatter.

Otters otter have their freedom
And surely other ofters need’em
So we gotter fight for water
And "Save the Otter® is our motter.

Composed by H. N. Mulvihill
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Plans Proceed for River Otter Symposium

Though no date or location has been determined yet, we are in the initial
ghnninglmﬁoradwrotm:ynpodm This meeting will provide a forum
or presenting research findings and reintroduction results as well as a "think
tank‘; for discussing current issues that concern otters, both in the short term
and long term,

Reintroduction topics may include: capture and transportation téchniques;
release-site melection; radio transmitter methods. Other possible topics for
discussion include: water pollution concerns, maintenance of sub-species, habitat
degradation, ete.

Depending on the location of this meeting, we will also try to schedule a
field outing in an area where otters may be observed (We have several ideas
currently as to a good location, let us know if you have a suitable area in mind),
We would like to make this meeting open to all interested persons and welcome
any suggestions and comments that will help make this a worthwhile and
enjoyable experience.

LENDING LIBRARY FOR UNPUBLISHED LITERATURE

The River Otter Alliance is currently setting up @ modified lending
library which will specialize in river otter literature with an emphasis on
reports which are difficult to obtain (i.e master's thesis and other
unpublished reports). Our Spring 1992 newsletter will contain a list of
the literature which we have avallable. Those interested in obtaining
ummmmdul(cbeckmmophowcopyhgmdme

mailing cost (our literature list will include the number
m:ﬁdmwmmpmemqumdummtoyw.

Our current collection of unpublished material is not large and we
are In the process of expanding the collection, If you can help us out,
let us know and we'll send you a check for any cost incurred:

S ot f’%vland
from ‘Ofles: An Action Pion for thek Corservation® of the 1990
Conservation of Nature and Naturdl Resources, edited by Pat Foster-Turiey. Shela

and Chiis Mason, Repvoduction of this has been in cocordance with
from the JUCN. We would ke fo thank them for making ths matericl avalioble,
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OTHER OTTERS OF THE WORLD

Otters are members of the weasel family
(Mustelidae) and are further classified as the
subhmﬂy Lutrinae. Three characteristics are

to classify otters: their vocalizations,
shape of the baculum (penis bone), and the
of the male external genhlh

(Dtvls 1978). On the basis of
characteristics, nine species of otters can be
reoognued and organized into the three
Aonychini, and Hydrictini

(Clnnin 1985)

LUTRINI

This group consists of a single genus and
contains three species of otters: The
Burasian river otter (Lotra lutra), the
American river otter (Lutra candensis), and
the marine otter of South America (Lutra
felina). The Eurasian river otter ranges from
the west coast of Ireland and 25 far east as
Japan and as far north as Finland down to
North Africa and Indonesia. The American
river otter occupieés & range over most of
North America. The marine otter, or sea cat,
is limited to the coastal strip of western
South America, mainly along the region of
Peru and Chile. The affection call, described
as a sort of chuckle, as well as the
monosyllabic contact call are unique to this
group and distinguish it from the other

The African clawless otter is found in
central and southern Africa, while the Asian

countries extending eastwards to
and Java. The range of the smooth-coated
otter covers much of southern Asia from
India eastwards, with an additional isclated
population existing In the marshes of Iraq.
The giant otter, the largest of the non-marine
otters, is confined to South America,
occurring in all major river systems from
Buenos Aires northwards (Chanin 1985).

The largest of the otter species, the sea
otter, was originally found on the coasts and
islands around much of the north Pacific
from Japan in th, west to the islands off
Santa Barbara and Los Angeles. Due to
heavy exploitation in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, however, only a few
populations of this species exist in the

whole of its traditional range (Chanin 1985).

HYDRICTINI
There is only one species in this group,
the spotted-necked otter  (Hydrictis

maculicollis). This species is very similar in
appeamance and behavior to the North
American river otter; the vocalizations are
similar to the North American river otter,
with the exception of the anxiety call. The
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AONYCHINI

This group contains five species of otters.
All species in this group lack an affection call
and have a disyllabic contact call (Chanin
1985). Members of this group include the
African clawless otter (Aonyx capensis), the
Asian small clawed otter (Aonyx cinerea), the
giant otter (Pteronura brasiliensis), and the
sea otter (Enhydra lutris).

e

species occurs over Africa to the south of
the Sahara, where they coexist with clawless
otters. The species is uncommon but, as of
yet, have not been declared as threatened,

Contributed by Cory Cleveland
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W.E, and MG. Harnocker. 1983, Ecology of river otters in west
m “mwnn

mxznmu.JAmn
&‘HM%
conservation Mmmmd Resourcea,

Reld, D.O. 1mawm river otters and beavers in a
ba-lm Thesls. University of Alberta, Calgary, Alberta
Tumdlson, R,, ll.l’-ﬂnl. 1982, The river otter in
Arkansas: Indications m commensal relationsitp.
maumwammm

Wren. C.D. 1987, Toxic substances in furbearers, 9350-856 m Nowval,
BT wd

#w in North America. Ontaric Minlatry of
atural Resources, Toronto, Ontarlo. 1150 pp.
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HELP SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS
AND SPREAD THE WORD!

b(nhw the River Otter
you can help the
eomcdlanoftbe river’ stage 3
come back. Your contribution
N will help to fund research and
educational . Tt is an
exciting ect and we need
mur help to let other people
ow about the plight of the
river otter. Please pass the
Journal on to a friend!

xR

JOIN THE RIVER OTTER ALLIANCE
__YESI 1 want to become a member of the River Otter Alliance.

Enclosed Is my tax-deductible check.
Name

Address
City State Zip.
Phone (H) (W)

Membership Level:
— 815 Student
— 525 Individual
ey 71
— 8§50 Sus
$100 Spo
ﬂom.nhchockmaﬂobthﬂvammu«m-lnbt
The River Otter Alllance
P.0. Box 98, Dove Creek. CO 81324-0008
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*THE RIVER OTTER ALLIANCE
we Box 98 - 315 East County Road ]
Dove Creek, Colorado 81324-0098
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THE DOLORES CHORUS e A R

There once was a pair of young otters,

gﬁ
1
L

Who had a son and two daughters, for " mm%nwnmm
As they swam the Dolores, kxSl Out 9"‘"""
They all sang in chorus, ﬁ ?ndhov&rmmmmon one
p occasion,
Please allow us tlte flow of our o M‘:‘&mm e
waters”. through a hole in the ice.
Composed by John Mulvihill D T e Ao
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. We will be

Several years of drought In southwestern Colorado skiing on the frozen river and will be

* to write this a remote region which is

P s T B et imacoesable watmer | petiods

otter reintroduction site in Colorado. Low water flows except by boat or hiking. We
are probably the most critical problem for otters In the anyone interested should

suggest
to make 5 ire that conditions are good (i.e.
a frozen river) (303 677-2832).

CURRENT THREATS TO RIVER OTTERS i
development,
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History of Otters, New York, NY, Facts on

179 pp.

S Davis, JA 1075 A classification of otters in N,
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Novak, M. 1987. Beaver.
Toronto, Ontaro. 1150 pp.

Obbard, and B. Malloch

o

otter (Lutra

Polechla, P.J, 1887, Status of the river
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Polechla, P.J. 1888, The Nearctic river otter.

W and L. Labate (eds). Audubon Widltfe Report 1988/1 National
aa Audebon Socloty, Now York, New York. 817 pp. Lrg

In Arkansas with special reference to
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7
nteractions of river otters and beavers in a

Syrpostum
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for North American otters,
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1889, More evidence of a commensal
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*THE RIVER OTTER ALLIANCE
we Box 98 - 315 East County Road ]
Dove Creek, Colorado 81324-0098
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